
 
1. Crowd-breaker (15min) [Leaders, please don’t skip this.] 

• Share a time when you missed an event or opportunity 
because you were not ready. 

 

2. Video (5 min) Watch Session 4 video: Be Ready 
 

3. Introduction 
 

At the appointed hour and in fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy, Israel 
became a nation again on May 14, 1948.  Israel’s rebirth is the 
key sign of the end times prophecies.  
 

In Matthew 24, our Lord Jesus tells us to be ready for His return 
and then in Matthew 25 he gives a few parables to help us 
understand what it means to be ready. 
 

He warns that his return will be like a thief in the night and like the 
coming flood in Noah’s day: People didn’t realize what was going to 
happen until the flood came and swept them all away. That is the 
way it will be when the Son of Man comes. 
 

Many of us grew up believing in “the rapture” of the Church, while 
others were taught otherwise. The rapture is an eschatological 
teaching (based on 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18) used by some 
Christians, particularly within branches of North American 
evangelicalism, referring to the time when all Christian believers – 
living & dead – will rise into Heaven and join Christ, but this is not 
the second coming.  
 

The rapture is the sudden removal of Christians from the world 
before the 7 years of tribulation (Daniel 12). For there will be 
greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will 
never be so great again. (Mt 24:2) Christ returns at the end of the 
7 years. 
 

Whether you believe in the rapture or not, you need to be ready 
for the end and for Christ’s second coming.  

4. Scripture    Read Matthew 24:37-51 
Keep your Bibles open and be ready to look up verses! 

Leaders, only assign paragraphs to those who are comfortable reading. 
 

5. Discussion (45 min)   
 

1.  (Matthew 24:37-39) 
Two classes were living in Noah’s day. The one who were 
unbelieving and these were swept away by the divine 
judgment. The other class was Noah and his house, and he 
and his own were left and not destroyed by the judgment. It 
will be so again in the coming of the Son of Man. The 
unbelievers will be taken away in the day of judgment and 
wrath; the others will be left on the earth to receive and enjoy 
the blessings of the coming age and enter into the kingdom, 
which will then be established.     

–Arno Gaebelein 
• Jesus wants us to understand that we must be ready for His 

return. 
• What does it means to be un-ready ? What does it look like? 
 

2. Read Romans 3:19-23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life through Christ Jesus our Lord. –Romans 6:23 
• These verses describe the first step to being ready for 

Christ’s return. Discuss what this means to you. 
 

3. (Matthew 24:45-51) Being ready for Christ’s return 
means more than just being “born again” or “being saved.” 
This will come as a shock to those who think that being a 
Christian means that you just have to say a sinner’s prayer 
or believe in Jesus (You say you have faith, for you believe that 
there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they 
tremble in terror. –James 2:19). We are saved by faith, but the 
evidence that we are saved is what we do. Read Matthew 
25:31-46 
• Note: Matthew 25:31-46 especially applies to Christians’ 

care and concern for other Christians. 
• What else must we do to be ready for Christ’s return? 
 

6. Prayer time                                      
Fellowship and Snack 

Cross Church Small Groups 
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