
 
1. Crowd-breaker (15min) [Leaders, please don’t skip this.] 
 

Are you a gardener? Do you know a gardener? What is the 
job description of a gardener? 

 
2. Video (5 min) Watch the Session 3 video: The Gardener 
 
3. Introduction  [Ask someone to read this out loud & slowly.] 
 

Remaining in Christ is the basis of Christian living.  
 

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot 
produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be 
fruitful unless you remain in me.”- John 15:4 
 

Jesus said, “I am the true vine and you are the branches.” Jesus 
tells us that God our Father is the Gardener and that he prunes 
and cleans the branches. Today we are discussing what it 
means to be pruned and cleaned by the Gardener. 
 

The grapevine is the source of life and fruitfulness. No branch 
can live apart from the vine. We know when a branch is 
unhealthy or disconnected from the vine because the branch 
yields no fruit and actually begins to wither and dry up.  
 

Jesus says, “When you produce much fruit, you are my true 
disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.” (John 15:8) A 
good gardener knows how to make his garden flourish. No one 
knows that better than God the Father. Jesus warns us that the 
branches that produce nothing will be cut off, while the 
productive branches will be pruned so as to produce even 
more. Once again we must examine ourselves to see if we are 
about to be cut off or if we are in the process of being pruned 
so that we can be more productive. 

4. Scripture:  Read John 15:1-17 & Hebrews 12:1-17 
Leaders, only assign paragraphs to those who are comfortable reading. 
 
5. Discussion (45 min)   
 

1. Jesus says, “When you produce much fruit, you are my 
true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.” (John 
15:8) In another place Jesus says, “In the same way, let 
your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone 
will praise your heavenly Father.” (Matthew 5:16) 
 

E Why is it important to bring glory to our Heavenly 
Father (the Gardener)? 

 
2. (v.v. 9-12) Jesus is the Vine, we are the branches and 
the Father is The Gardener. He is looking for fruit. 
E What kind of fruit is the Gardener looking for and what 

does this look like in day-to-day living? 
 
3. There is only one way to produce the fruit that pleases 
the Gardener. How do we do it? Discuss. 
 
4. (v.2) The Gardener cuts off the the fruitless branches. 
Discuss what this means. 
 
5. (v.2) The Gardener prunes the fruitful branches. Discuss 
how the Gardener prunes us. 
 
6. “No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! 
But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for 
those who are trained in this way.” – Hebrews 12:11 
 

E Discuss the blessings and transformations that you are 
enjoying now because of the faithful and loving pruning 
of the Gardener. 

 
6. Prayer time not everyone needs to pray out loud. 
 

Fellowship and Snack 
 

Small Groups 
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