
 
1. Crowd-breaker (15min) [Leaders, please don’t skip this.] 
 

Everyone try to recite the Golden Rule by heart (Matt 7:12) 
Did you live it out this week? How did it go? 

 
 

2. Video (5 min) 
Watch the Session 2 video, RESPECT 

 
3. Introduction 
 

The early Church was considered a minority cult in the 
Roman Empire. Ancient historians record that they had a 
reputation for loving and caring for one another, but 
especially for the poor and needy. Though today we take it for 
granted, any concern for the poor and the sick and the 
outcast was unheard of 2,000 years ago. Society lived by the 
adage, “every man for himself.” 
 

Christians were known for their respect for one another, 
even for the Emperor. Here is what Peter the Apostle tells 
the first Believers: 
 

Respect everyone, and love the family of believers. 
Fear God, and respect the king. 1 Peter 2:16-17 
 

We make a grave error if we think that we can live this way in 
our own strength. We need the help and the empowering of 
the Holy Spirit because our inclinations are to do otherwise. 
 
 

4. Scripture    Read (slowly) 1 Peter 2 
Leaders, only assign paragraphs to those who like to read. 
 

5. Discussion (45 min)   
 

Definition: Respect  (Cambridge Dictionary) 
        

Noun: politeness, honour, and care shown towards someone or 
something that is considered important 
 

Verb: to treat something or someone with kindness and care. 
 
1. Respect is a word that describes our faith. God honors 
Christ (vv. 4, 6, 7), we honor God and His Christ, we honor 
all masters and authorities (v. 13-14, 18), we honour 
others and we live all-round honorable lives (vv. 15-17). 

• Why do we struggle with this? 
• Cite some examples of ways that we can improve. 

 

2. Read Galatians 5:22-23. Respect for God, others and 
our leaders flow out of the Spirit.  

• How do we walk in the Spirit?  
 

3. Read verses 15-16. Peter calls us slaves of God who are 
free. Peter wants us to use our freedom not as an excuse 
to follow our own selfish inclinations, but to treat everyone 
with respect. 

• The early church had a fantastic reputation for this. 
How can we get this good reputation back? 

 

4. In verses 21-25, Peter tells us that a real believer 
follows the example of Christ. 

• Discuss together all the things Jesus did because 
He honored (respected) His Father. 

• Is there one person you can approach this week to 
work on showing this kind of RESPECT to? Maybe at 
work? Someone in your family? A neighbor? At 
church, etc.?  

 
6. Prayer time not everyone needs to pray out loud. 
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Connect. Care. Change. 
 

Term: Sept. 2018   2nd of 3 Studies 


