
 
1. Crowd-breaker (15min) [Leaders, please don’t skip this.] 
 

How would you describe a hypocrite? Have you ever known a 
hypocrite? If so, describe an encounter with them.  

 

2. Video (5 min) Watch the Session 2 video: The Branches 
 
3. Introduction  [Ask someone to read this out loud & slowly.] 
 

Jesus taught us about our relationship with Him with this 
metaphor: “I am the true vine and you are the branches.” Today 
we are discussing what it means to be a fruitful branch that is 
connected to Christ. 
 

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot 
produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be 
fruitful unless you remain in me.” - John 15:4 
 

Remaining in Christ is the basis of Christian living.  
 

The grapevine is the source of life and fruitfulness. No branch 
can live apart from the vine. We know when a branch is 
unhealthy or disconnected from the vine because the branch 
yields no fruit and actually begins to wither and dry up.  
 

Jesus says that He is the vine and we are the branches, and for 
this reason, every believer must stay firmly connected to Jesus, 
or as our Lord puts it, remain in Him. It really is a matter of life 
and death, spiritually speaking. We need to examine our lives 
and see if we are flourishing or withering. More than that, we 
need to determine whether or not we are producing fruit. After 
all, what good is a fruitless branch on a grapevine? 
 

4. Scripture    Read John 15:1-17 &  Isaiah 5:1-7 
Leaders, only assign paragraphs to those who are comfortable reading. 

5. Discussion (45 min)   
 

1. Israel was God’s original vine, but Isaiah tells us that Israel 
did not produce the sweet and good fruit that God (the 
Gardener) expected. Therefore, Jesus was sent to be the 
new, true grapevine (John 15:1). 
E To create a context for our discussion today, quickly 

review the kind of fruit that God expects of us.  
 

2. Isaiah 5:1-7 tells us the Jews were under the impression 
that, due to the mere fact they were God’s vineyard, meant all 
was well. But God makes it clear that simply belonging to the 
Jewish people does not mean all is well. Likewise, simply 
belonging to the Church or calling oneself a Christian does 
not mean all is well. 
E Discuss the consequences of such erroneous thinking. 
E Can you recount a biblical, historical or personal example 

of how this thinking has been disastrous? 
 

3. The word hypocrite is rooted in the Greek word hypokrites, 
which means “stage actor, pretender, dissembler.” We may 
be able to fake being Christians for a while, but the Father 
who is the Gardener knows the truth. 
E Why bother faking it? Or is it unconscious? Do we know if 

we are faking it?  
E Do we think that acting like a Christian is good enough? 
 

4. Our Lord Jesus tells us that we are branches and we are 
useless if we are not solidly connected to Him (i.e., remaining 
in Him).  
E Many people who are not connected to Christ do many 

good things, so why is Jesus saying, “…apart from me you 
can do nothing?” 

 

5. Discuss again what it means to remain in Christ. 
 
6. Prayer time not everyone needs to pray out loud. 
 

Fellowship and Snack 
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