
 
1. Crowd-breaker (15min) [Leaders, please don’t skip this.] 
 

Share a gardening experience. It can be simply from 
elementary school when you planted a seed, to adulthood. 

 
2. Video (5 min) Watch the Session 1 video: The Vine. 
 
3. Introduction  [Ask someone to read this out loud & slowly.] 
 

Jesus taught with metaphors to help us see and understand 
our relationship to Him. Of Himself he said, “I am the bread of 
life,” “I am the light of the world,” “I am the good shepherd,” and 
“I am the true vine.” In this small group series we are studying 
Jesus the Vine (John 15). He says,  
 

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot 
produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be 
fruitful unless you remain in me.” John 15:4 
 

Remaining in Christ is the basis of Christian living. In fact, the 7 
Habits are useless if we are not solidly connected to the Vine. 
The 7 Habits help us produce fruit ONLY if we remain in Christ.  
(See if you can recite the 7 Habits of serious Christ followers). 
 

In this study, we will discuss the importance and the challenges 
of remaining (abiding) in Christ. 
 

How easy it is to go to church your whole life, seeming to be 
connected to the Vine and all the while you are utterly 
disconnected from Christ. The lack of fruit in our lives is the 
giveaway. Jesus promises to remain in us, if we remain in Him. 
As long as we are connected to Jesus we will be producing 
much fruit. 

4. Scripture    Read John 15 
Leaders, only assign paragraphs to those who are comfortable reading. 

 
 

5. Discussion (45 min)   
 

1. In this metaphor, Jesus teaches us what it means to 
be in a healthy relationship with Him. 

 

E How do we remain “in Christ”? 
 

2. Jesus says that if we remain in Him, He will remain 
in us. 

 

E What does this mean? How does Christ remain “in us”? 
 

3. Jesus implies that there are some who seem to be 
connected to Christ, but really are not (the lack of 
fruit is the proof). 

 

E How can this be so? How can we seem to be connected 
but not really be connected? 

 

E Describe a fruitless church-attender. What’s going on? 
 

4. Why is remaining in Christ the basis of Christian 
living? 

 
5. Jesus says, “I have told you these things so that you 

will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!”  
 

E Are we joyful in life and in service to Jesus? 
 

6. Jesus tells us that he wants our joy to be complete 
and for this reason He shares this metaphor of the 
vine and the branches. 

 

E Discuss why this would produce joy in us. 
 
 

6. Prayer time not everyone needs to pray out loud. 
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