
 

1. Crowd-breaker (15min) [Leaders, please don’t skip this.] 
 

When people talk about end times, how does it make you feel? 
Share your thoughts and impressions. 

 

2. Video (5 min) Watch the Session 1 video: Signs 
 

3. Introduction 
 

Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him 
privately and said, “Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will 
signal your return and The End of the world?”     –Matthew 24:3 
 

This verse begins the Olivet Discourse (Teachings on the 
Mount of Olives) about the end of the world, which is found in 
Matthew 24 & 25 and also in Luke 21 and Mark 13. 
 

About 100 years ago, Christians started talking about the 
end of the world, as we know it. Communism and the 1st & 2nd 
World Wars seemed to signal a massive shift in the spiritual 
realms. Then in 1948, with the reestablishment of Israel, 
Protestant Christians began to dig deep into eschatological 
scripture to understand what was about to happen. 
 

Eschatology comes from the Greek: eschatos meaning "last" 
and logy meaning "the study of": the study of the end. 
 

Many Protestant scholars of eschatology believe that The 
End will be centred primarily on Israel (Mt. 24:32 speaks of 
the budding of the fig tree…the rebirth of Israel), which we will 
look at more closely in another study. However, there are 
many other signs that Jesus addresses that we wlll review, 
the most shocking will be widespread apostasy (Matthew 
24:9-12): Christians turning away from Jesus.  
 

4. Scripture    Read Matthew 24  
Leaders, only assign paragraphs to those who are comfortable reading. 
 

5. Discussion (45 min)   
 

1.  Jesus is coming again and He has given us the signs in 
advance.  
• Look at Matthew 24 and compare the signs that you 

have seen unfold in the world in the last year(s).  
 

2. Besides the Olivet Discourse, there are at least 44 
times in the New Testament that we are reminded that 
Jesus is coming again; that we are to be ready and that we 
should eagerly look for his return. Read Matthew 24:42-43  
• Why is it important for our spiritual growth to always be 

looking for His return? 
 

3. Eschatology is a fascinating topic for discussion and 
there are many who are so wrapped up in the numerous 
theories about the end that they fail to continue to live out 
what Jesus calls us to do. 
• What are some of the things that we must continue 

doing as we wait for Christ’s second coming? 
 

4. Should we be fearful about The End? How should we 
respond? How should we process this information? 
 

5. Review this part of Luke’s version of the Olivet Discourse: 
34 “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and 
drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day 
catch you unaware, 35 like a trap. For that day will come upon 
everyone living on the earth. 36 Keep alert at all times. And pray 
that you might be strong enough to escape these coming 
horrors and stand before the Son of Man.” –Luke 21:34-36 (NLT) 

• Discuss the potential traps that we all face that could 
render us unprepared for Christ’s return. 

 

6. Read Matthew 24:9-12. Has The Apostasy begun? 
 
6. Prayer time not everyone needs to pray out loud. 
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