
 “To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him”     

 

The 

Messenger 
OUR SAVIOR’S SHARED JOURNEY 
Some Things You Need To Know (and Pray) About 

Worship. Our Savior’s is still, as of this writing, planning to 
return to two “in-person,” “in-building” worship events each Sunday in September, beginning 
September 13 (8:30 and 10:45, just like the old days). That decision is rooted in the ongoing decline 
in positive cases of COVID 19 in Carlton County. An increase in those numbers could trigger a 
return to “online only” worship. We will continue to offer an enhanced online experience, recorded 
live on Sunday Mornings and edited to be posted on YouTube later in the week. We will continue on 
WKLK and CAT 7 as well. See Pastor Karen’s article later in this Messenger for more information 
and helpful, inspirational thoughts about what will be different when we gather.  

Youth Ministry. See Jennifer Hamilton’s (Children Youth and Family Ministry Director) message 
in this Messenger. Working with Zion for Senior High and Middle School activities and ministry 

continues, shaped and modified by pandemic limitations. 

Confirmation. Working with Zion on this shared ministry, we have planned a variety of contingencies for the coming season. 
Confirmation is open to those students entering 8th grade or older. Our Savior’s has been offering the younger starting option for 
the last two years. There will be an informational meeting in the Sanctuary on Wednesday, September 16 at 6:30. Please plan on 
physical distancing and wearing a mask for this meeting. It will be for new students and families and those returning for a second 
year of faith formation. Confirmation Sunday for those who will have completed their confirmation requirements, is scheduled for 
October 4; this may be a service for families only at an afternoon event. 

Sunday School. There will be relevant and helpful resources shared with all Our Savior’s families with children in the Sunday 
School age group. See the Christian Education article in this Messenger for more information. 

New Horizons Preschool. Thera and Angel are excited to welcome new and returning students to the preschool this fall. As of this 
writing, there will be 10 students each day, with some students coming all day, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. See the 
Preschool’s article in this Messenger for more details. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study. Pastor Karen and I are hopeful we can once again gather “in-person” for this study, but we are 
aware that a number of our usual attendees will not be able to attend. We hope to gather starting September 16 at 10:00 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall to allow for necessary physical distancing. We anticipate the group to be smaller than 10, as required by Our 
Savior’s Reopening Guidelines. Masks will be required. 

Food Distribution Ministries That Use Our Spaces. Nutritional Assistance Program for Seniors (NAPS) continues their 1st 
Wednesday of the month distribution. 2nd Harvest Mobile Food Bank (3rd Thursday of each month) will continue to use our 
parking lot. This has proved to be a much-needed and appreciated program. Ruby’s Pantry has had to use our parking lot (4th 
Wednesday of every month) since being restricted from the Armory. We will continue to receive a special Food Shelf/Bank 
Offering on the 1st Sunday of each month at worship. 

Other Community Groups. CUL, Gamblers Anonymous, Golden Kiwanis have all returned to limited meeting sized meetings at 
Our Savior’s. 

Other Our Savior’s Church groups and ministries are considering their options and working on plans for ministry and fellowship.  

We make these plans, today, with an even greater sense of unknowing as to whether they will work out. I am reminded in all this 
that this uncertainty has always been true. We can plan all we want; things have always had the tendency to change right out from 
under us. That change can render our best plans, at worst, useless, or at best, needing to be adapted. There will be many lessons to 
be learned from these Corona/COVID/Pandemic times; that will probably be one of them. During all this, I keep hearing a promise 
from the Sunday lessons we have been using: God’s promise to be with us on that journey. As long as God is, well, then… 

I am on that journey with you. 

Pastor Chris 

September 2020 

IMPORTANT UPDATES DUE TO  
COVID-19 INSIDE 
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 
The One Certainty in Life is Change Itself 

  This COVID-19 has certainly affected everything. I’m one who likes to attend plays, 

special events (ex. the Carlton County Fair), continuing education conferences, worship, and 

gatherings with friends and relatives. Many of those things have been eliminated or modified. I 

find it hard to adjust to those adaptions. At times, I’m a bit cranky about it all. 

    My husband Mark and I just spent five days watching our son’s three sons while he and 

his wife took a canoe trip by themselves. The boys are 5½, 3, and 1, and yes, while I mostly 

enjoyed my time with them, I am tuckered out! 

    One of the things we were able to do with our grandsons was visit the Minnesota Zoo. 

The last time I had been there was in January. This mid-August visit was very different due to the 

coronavirus. We needed to have a reservation for a specific time to enter. Everyone over the age 

of three needed to wear a mask. We had to travel a specific route. This meant we saw the 

animals on the “Northern Trail” before we saw the identification sign (“Oh, that was a wolverine!”) 

because of traveling in the opposite direction. We had to attempt to stay 6 feet apart from other 

visitors. Most of the food court vendors were closed. So this visit was unlike numerous previous visits 

because of the precautions that were put in place. 

    But there were things that were the same too. We still saw the animals and the 5½ year 

old exclaimed excitedly whenever he turned the corner and saw a new animal, “Hey, 

everybody, look!” We still relayed the story of the time after zoo hours when the komodo dragon 

ate the flamingo whose wings hadn’t been clipped properly. We were still disappointed if an 

animal was sleeping, we laughed at the antics of the monkeys and marveled how beautiful or 

funny-looking some of God’s creations are. So while certain aspects of our Minnesota Zoo visit 

were changed, there were many things that were the same. 

    Our worship will also look different when we start to gather in the building again 

(probably on Sept. 13th). The SMART team, consisting of eight members and Pastor Chris, has been 

meeting throughout the summer, using CDC and ELCA recommendations to make plans for the 

safest return to worship possible. Remember, you should only come if/when you personally feel 

comfortable. We won’t be sharing the peace, we’ll be wearing masks, we are not quite sure how 

we’ll be serving communion or receiving offering, we may not be singing. Like my recent visit to 

the zoo, our worship will look different. But…also like my visit to the zoo, certain things will remain 

the same. We’ll gather in our church building as a community of faith and hear the words of the 

lessons and God’s love proclaimed to us. Yes, our worship will be different but the main constant is 

that God is present.  

 Remember that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 

13:8). I look forward to gathering safely with some of you in the not-so-distant future. And while we 

can’t hug, we’ll be able to wave at each other and converse with these members of Our Savior’s 

Lutheran whom we’ve missed. Yes it will be different, but the underlying worship message will be 

the same. Thanks be to God! 
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NHCP News 

 
Greetings from the Preschool- 
 
SEPTEMBER 9 WE WILL BE OFFICIALLY 
OPENING OUR DOORS!!! 
 
We cannot wait to hear music, giggles and busy 
preschoolers filling the classroom.  They all seem 
excited to begin a year of adventures  
learning about what God has instore for us. 
 
Please keep us in your prayers. 
 
At the present time we are full, but we have begun a 
waiting list.  This would go into effect if/when the 
governor should change the capacity we are allowed.   
 
This year we are requiring each student to bring:  

 their own package of MARKERS 

 2 PACKS OF GLUESTICKS and  

 A PACK OF CRAYONS.   
 
These will only be used by them. Thank you! 
 
If you would like to support our  preschool, this 
year we are in need of the following:   

 Apple Juice 

 Orange Juice 

 Crackers [graham, ritz, etc] 

 Cereal 

 Fruit snacks 

 Oreos 

 Be creative!   
 
We could  also use:   

 Markers  

 Glue sticks 

 Clorox wipes 

 disinfectant spray and cleaner. 
 
Thank you for all your support. 
 
In God's Hands Always, 
Angel Gamache 

Sunday School in September! 

After a lot of discussion with the Christian 
Education team, we decided to offer Sunday 
School a little different, at least in the 
beginning. 

Families with children between the ages of 3 
– 12 years old will get a packet of materials 
twice a month. These will be quick and easy 
activities around a Sunday School lesson that 
can be done at home. 

We will monitor the number of COVID cases 
and what the area schools are doing as the 
year continues and may make adjustments. 
Stay tuned! We will communicate changes 
through the Messenger and Facebook. 

Sponsor a Sunday school lesson! 

Finding, copying and mailing materials costs 

money. If you’d like to Sponsor a Sunday 

School lesson, please consider donating to 

the designated Sunday School Fund. This can 

be done through the church office. 

If Cloquet schools are closed or have a 2 hour 
late start, New Horizons’ Christian Preschool 

is closed for the day.  

Christian Education 
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Children, Youth, and Family  

Wow!  Summer just flew by and here we are already, back into Fall!  I hope that you are ready for the 

cooler weather and for getting into new routines!  I know I’m ready!  There are so many faith formation 

opportunities that will be starting up this month!  Please see below for what is happening:  

Sunday School: Please see Christian Education for an update about Sunday School 

Middle School Youth Group: We will kick-off the school year with an in-person gathering on September 

16th  from 3:30-5:00 pm at Our Savior’s!  All students in grades 5-8 are invited to be part of the youth 

group!    

Youth group will be in a hybrid format to start with for the fall (we will always be re-evaluating as to the 

best format due to coronavirus).  This means that most months we will meet in person on the first 

Wednesday of the month and the meet on Zoom on the third Wednesday of each month. We are 

unable to offer transportation in the church van at this time due to coronavirus, sorry!  

High School Youth Group: We will kick off the school year with an in-person gathering on September 

23rd from 6:30-8:00 pm at Zion Lutheran Church in Cloquet! All students in grades 9-12 are welcome to 

join us for youth group!  

Youth group will be in a hybrid format to start with for the fall (we will always be reevaluating as to the 

best format due to coronavirus).  This means that most months we will meet in person on the first 

Sunday of the month and the meet on Zoom on the third Sunday of each month. 

Confirmation: All students in grades 8-12 are welcome to start confirmation! We will have an 

informational meeting for students and parents/guardians on September 16th at 6:30 pm.  Place TBD.   

Synod Journey: High school youth are invited to participate in Camp SJ, a 3-day camp to culminate 

the year of learning. If it is safe to gather next summer (based on CDC and government guidelines), 

we will partner with our synod outdoor ministries to worship, learn, grow, and play together at Camp 

Onomia, Luther Crest Bible Camp and Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry. The focus will be on leadership 

development and creating a plan to put in place when you return to your congregation. 

We will be registering with Zion Lutheran between October 1 and October 15.  If you would like to 

attend next summer (June 27-19), please talk to me and I will get you more information when it 

becomes available in early September.   

Young Families: I would love to have a group for young families!  If you would like to participate in a 

group or have ideas on how to make it happen while coronavirus is still happening, please email me 

and let me know. 

Youth and Adults: Zion and Our Savior’s share a joint ministry for youth. So I wanted to let you know 

about an amazing opportunity that Zion is offering!  On August 1-7 of 2021, we will have 1 youth trip 

open to youth who just completed grades 8-12 in summer 2021, and 1 adult trip open to all adults who 

feel called to outdoor adventure; the option may exist to merge into an intergenerational trip. Final 

group decisions will be determined based on number of interested participants! (Each trip limited to 7 
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Update regarding the 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering (Released July 22, 2020) 

 

After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to postpone next summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 

2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, with the two pre-events, the 

Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the tAble, scheduled for July 21-24, 2022.  

We give thanks for your prayers and patience as we have worked through the details with our partners in 

Minneapolis and across the country. We hope that by postponing the Gathering for a year, individuals and 

congregations will feel more comfortable and prepared to attend the Gathering in 2022.  

We will be updating our website and social media as more details become available. 

We look forward to seeing you and experiencing the boundlessness of God in Minneapolis in 2022! 

#ELCAYG2022 

Children, Youth, and Family  

participants).  There will be  informational sessions Sunday, September 27, 2020 AT 11:30AM or Monday, 

October 5, 2020 at 6:00PM. 

All people with a passion for young people: I’m calling all folks that have a passion for any or all ages 

groups of children or families!  I’m looking to form a Children, Youth and Family team!  I am always 

looking for input about what we would like to see happening here at church and a team to make it 

happen!  If you would like to be on this team, please contact me by text/call at 218-590-6959.  I’m 

looking forward to having a wonderful, diverse team!  

News Alert!  The youth room was redone thanks to 4 students!  Laura Hecht, Connor Hecht, Sarah 

Ringat and Sydney Skutevik spent many hours in August designing and overhauling the youth room! 

The next time you are in the building (and it is safe to do so) please come check out the beautiful 

space!  It will be a wonderful space for our youth to gather especially when coronavirus is less of a 

concern!   

As always, you can reach me by calling/texting 218-590-6959 or email me at 

jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org. 

I hope and pray that as you move into the fall season that you find balance and a routine that works 

for you.  I pray that you would find joy in each day and always look for the good.  Be part of the 

goodness in the world and let your light shine for all to see!  

Many blessings,  

 

Jennifer Hamilton  

Children, Youth and Family Director 
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Church News 

The Ministry in Medical Mission (MMM) Haiti mission group 

has received the following communication from Dr. 

Manno in mid August: 

I want to start this with a bit of good news.  Jean Ba, a well

-known, retired teacher, came to the clinic last month 

with the symptoms of the Coronavirus.  We were 

concerned because of his low oxygen saturation (85-

88%).  His family refused to take him to the hospital in 

Milot because the news is that all Covid patients admitted 

to a public medical setting end up dying.  After a week of 

oxygen and steroids at Clinic 2000, he is now back to a 

normal life.   

This is a plea for support.  This last four months, our income 

and cash balance have decreased.  We have had fewer 

solvent patients, an increase in patients needing 

assistance, and, being committed to our staff, have not 

laid off anyone.  These have factors have contributed to 

our current financial crisis.  At one point, we were 

functioning as a completely free clinic because no one 

had money to pay.   

As patients are returning to the clinic, we need some 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
+ Remember your church with your financial gifts. 
Without Sunday Worship, Our Savior’s is at risk of losing 
2/3 of it’s income. You can give online (see details on 
page 14), send your offering envelope by mail, drop your 
envelope off at the church, use the “QR” code on the cover 
of this Messenger or ask your bank to send donations 
directly to Our Savior’s. 
+ Let Mary Krohn (218-310-2682) or the church office 
know if you or someone you know needs support of any 
kind. 
+ Volunteer for the Phone Contact Team. Contact Mary 
Krohn or the church office for details. 
+ As a family, adopt a member to call, pray for, write to, 
send birthday cards to, send greeting cards to, email, draw 
pictures for… as a family faith & fun activity. Contact 
Jennifer Hamilton at the church 
(jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org,  218-879-1535) for 
ideas. 
+ Look out for your neighbors. 
+ Share your ideas for helping our community with your 
church leadership: 218-879-1535  
pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
email@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

More ideas coming soon! 

        
Meets monthly to discuss various 

books of interest 
For both men and women 

For more information  
please contact  

Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

Unfortunately we will not be able to host our 
MobilePack this fall. Feed My Starving Children made 
the decision to postpone MobilePacks through 
2/28/2021. We have greatly appreciated the partnership 
with the local church community over the last couple of 
years. The church community has been a major 
contributor to the success of our events! We do plan to 
host an event  in 2021 and look forward to working with 
everyone in the future!  

God Bless, 
Alyssa Snesrud  

assistance in order to get another oxygen machine, to 

have cash to buy medicine, and to honor our delayed 

obligations to our staff and make up for lost income for 

these past four months. 

In order to get back on track, we are asking for the 

following assistance: 

Boost to our solar panel system$3,000 

Purchase of a new Oxygen machine  1,500 

Funding to pay staff/providers 4,000. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request. 

Dr. Manno 

The local group (MMM) has also shared that we are also 

running low on our insulin support fund as well as in our 

clinic support (funds for care needed by patients with no 

ability to pay). Usually Dr. Manno comes and talks to 

groups in the summer and this raises a fair amount of 

money for this mission. With the COVID situation, travel like 

this was not possible this year. If you feel called to support 

this mission, donations can be given to Our Savior's with 

the memo line designating the Haiti mission and any 

special designation you might like such as "insulin fund". 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Blessings  

Mary Krohn 

mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Church News 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

      The first Sunday of the month is designated as Food Shelf 
Sunday. The monetary gifts collected will help both 2nd 

Harvest and Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a real bargain in 
which every family can participate. May we share our 

blessings with those in need.  You can mail your contributions 
to the church office while the building is closed. 

      THANK YOU for your continued support. It's greatly 
appreciated. 

Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  
Co-chairs          

August’s Contributions were $630 

IRA MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION 
OPPORTUNITY 

If you are at least age 72 and are subject to the 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) rules 
regarding IRA distributions, you have an 
opportunity to maximize your tax savings!  Any 

RMD amount you request your custodian send DIRECTLY to Our 
Savior’s from your account will be a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution, which means it will roll over without tax 
consequences.  No need to worry about whether you will itemize 
your deductions under the new tax law, the distribution is not 
included in your income in the first place! 
     We have a form in the office you can use to request the transfer 
DIRECTLY to Our Savior’s.  However, before you do, make sure 
you consult your financial advisor FIRST.  They will be able to 
determine your eligibility, let you know how much your RMD is 
for the year, answer your questions and advise you as to whether 
this transaction makes sense for you.     So, pick up a form and 
contact your financial advisor.  This could be a WIN-WIN for both 
you and your Church! 

$ 

 

 

 

 

 

Our usual September day of service to the 

community, God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, has 

been postponed due to COVID-19 and safety 

concerns for those involved. We hope to have a 

GWOH project day in 2021. Please continue to 

collect items for the indoor projects such as school 

supplies, personal care kit items, baby care kits and 

material for sundresses and backpacks. We hope 

to start collecting these items next spring. Thank you 

for your past support of this important ministry and 

we hope you will continue to support us in 2021.  

POSTPONED 

Anti-Racism Study Group 

An Anti-Racism Zoom Discussion group is being 

planned for early fall.  The group will read and 

discuss the book  “Dear Church: A love letter 

from a black preacher to the whitest 

denomination in the US” by Lenny 

Duncan.  Dates and times to be determined.  If 

you would be interested in participating in this 

discussion group please contact the church 

office with your name and what times might work 

best for you.  

Meeting at church is on hold until further notice 
Read and discuss the upcoming  Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Chris or Pastor Karen 
Please Come Join Us! 

Wednesdays 
10 am-11 am 

Lutheran World Relief  

As you hear of various disasters around the world (the 

pandemic impacts, the Beirut explosion etc.) do you wonder 

where is a good place to donate that will really have an 

impact?  One of the highest rated disaster relief organizations 

is our own Lutheran World Relief.  Lutheran World Relief is 

an international non-governmental organization that focuses 

on sustainable development projects as well as disaster relief 

and recovery. The organization was founded in 1945 to 

collect and send aid to people living in post-World War II 

Europe. It has continued to be one of the most effective 

agencies for disaster relief response.  You can donate 

through Our Savior's by designating Lutheran World Relief 

on the memo portion of your donation or directly 

at www.lwr.org. 
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SUPPORT OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

BY SHOPPING AT AMAZONSMILE 

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) has 

filed bankruptcy in order to restructure its 

nonprofit organization and pay sexual abuse 

survivors. Regardless of how old you are 

today or when the assault occurred, BSA is 

encouraging anyone who’s been impacted to 

file a claim. Claims can be filed at 

www.OfficialBSAclaims.com.  If 

approved, you may receive compensation. 

BSA has also committed to funding in-

person counseling for current or former 

scouts or their family.  

You can call  

1-866-907-2721 or email  

restructuring@scouting.org  if you would 

like to request counseling or have any 

questions about filing a claim. 

Church News 

Modifications to the Growing Young Ministry Plan 

The impact that studying and embracing the ministry suggestions found in the book, 

Growing Young, could be profoundly powerful for Our Savior’s and Zion churches. There 

was a plan in place to study and work together using this resource to help shape all of 

Zion’s and Our Savior’s shared ministry. 

After careful consideration, the Pastors of Zion and Our Savior’s, together with the Directors 

of Faith Formation at Zion and Children Youth and Family at Our Savior’s, are suggesting we 

post-pone that shared study to a later-but-not-too-much-later date. The complications of  

COVID/Pandemic have contributed to the formation of that consensus. In order to have an 

impact that would really matter to both congregations, there would also need to be more 

people involved in the process than have committed at this time. 

As the combined staffs of Our Savior’s and Zion continue to plan shared ministry, Growing 

Young will remain a resource that will be shared, explored and studied in detail in the near 

future. As such, we continue to encourage anyone interested to obtain a copy of the book, 

read it and be open to joining in the up-coming training and discussion. Dates and details 

of will be shared as they are developed. 
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Church News 

The Chili Cook-off scheduled for 

October 11th will be postponed. 

We hope to reschedule this 

event for the spring of 2021.   

Mission Appeal 

As we wind up 2020, we are also reaching the end of the 

timeline for  the three year Mission Appeal campaign, 

REJOICE, RENEW, REACH.  Much has been completed in 

those three years with your tremendous support:  We have 

had Pastor Karen serving your church family, our church 

building has had roof repairs completed and significant 

associated debt retired, some parking lot patching was 

completed, ceiling fans and sanctuary lighting electrical were 

updated,  maintenance and upgrades on our organ have 

supported your music ministry. We have also been able to 

reach out into the community and the world through 

Lutheran World Hunger and Second Harvest Food Shelf 

Back Pack Program tithes from the Mission Appeal 

donations.  The needs for funds continues.  If you have 

welcomed the service of Pastor Karen and see the needs for 

continued facility maintenance, please prayerfully consider 

continuing  "extra" donations to continue our reach through 

adequate staffing and well maintained facilities. 

 

       QUILTING IS ON HOLD  

       UNTIL FURTHER  NOTICE 

Watch for your pledge 

cards which will be 

coming in the mail near 

the end of September 

or early October. 

Be More for Students – Tutor Reading or Math 
 
Carlton School of Readiness and South Terrace Elementary are looking for reading tutors for the upcoming 
school year. In Minnesota, 1 in 3 third graders struggles to read at grade level and 60% of students struggle 
with basic math skills to prepare them for algebra. You can make a difference by giving your time and talent to 
help students become successful readers and learners. We are looking for service minded individuals who want 
to help children build the confidence and skill set for a successful future.  

Tutors work one-on-one or in small groups with students during school hours throughout the school year. No 
matter if you’re a recent grad, career changer, stay-at-home parent or retiree, you can make a great tutor. No 
experience? No problem. Tutors receive great training, so they are well equipped to help students grow. 

Part-time and full-time positions are available. Tutors commit to serving 35, 25, or 18 hours a week throughout 
the school year. Tutoring opportunities begin in September, November and January. 

Perks as a Tutor: 

 Build your skills, network, and resume 

 Receive a stipend every two weeks up to $650.00 

 Earn up to $3,097.50 for college tuition or student loans. (Tutors 55 and older may give the award to 
their child, grandchild, stepchild or foster child.) 

 Free health insurance and child care assistance for qualifying full time members 
 
Ready to be the change for students in your community? Learn more at readingandmath.net. Questions can be 
sent to join@servetogrow.org or by calling 866.859.2825.  

https://www.readingandmath.net/
mailto:join@servetogrow.org
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PPC Minutes 
Present: Pastor Chris, Pastor Karen, Duane Buytaert, Jan Larson, 
Mary Krohn, Brad Browers, Joe Randall, Marty Rye, Keith 
Matzdorf 
Sharing of Highs & Lows / Opening Devotion / Opening Prayer 
Approval of last meeting’s minutes – Since the July PPC meeting 

was cancelled, the minutes from June 16 were approved 
 electronically.  There are no minutes to approve this month. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Finances continue be in great shape, above 

budget in offering and under budget in expenses.  For July we 
gained over $2,000, and for the year we are over $12,000 better 
than budget (mostly due to reduced expenses earlier in the year).  
Expenses are expected to increase as we prepare for in-person 
worship. 

Pastor’s Report  (updates during the meeting in bold, italics) 
Faith5 verse: Psalm 138: 1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my 

whole heart… 3When I called, you answered me; you increased 
my strength within me.  Can we see God’s answer? 

Ministry Contact: 
Lots of phone contacts continue 
Drop-bys at the office increasing 
Baptisms: Avery Rae (Nick & Kelsey) Motzko (at their house 
Aug. 2) , Cash Kenneth (Erik & Beth) Johnson (Pat Johnson’s 
grandson) (Aug. 29 at church), Two other possible Baptisms, 
Connor and Thorp families 
Wedding:  Couillard/Ahonen) July 18 was held outside 
Funerals:  Pam Abbott died, family had a private event; maybe 
funeral/memorial at church later 
Non-Members: The mother of my wife’s deceased brother’s wife; 
Jane Frerichs of Saginaw, MN (Aug. 7 at Cem.), Lavina Doddridge 
(August 22, at Nelson’s) 
Staff  
Office: Administrative Assistant: Katie is doing an excellent job 
Associate Pastor: Pastor Karen; See her report 
Children Youth and Family Ministry Dir. Jennifer; See her 
report, keeping contact with our Youth! 
NHCPS: Angel G./Thera W.& board: Dept. of Ed. Guidelines 
reduces the number of allowable students to 10 at a time, multiple 
meetings with Preschool board to plan around those restrictions for 
“in-person” preschool for as many families as possible, may cause 
financial instability for their ministry. 
Worship: Brad; Ryan; Carol; Tom; (Video: Kirsten, Kelsey, Tim).  
Janitorial: Kellie; Keeping up with extra cleaning, as necessary. 
Phone Ministry; Mary Krohn; Contacts were made last week with 
all callees, some prayer concerns, plus most doubted they would be 
attending “in-person” worship and requested we continue YouTube 
Other Ministry 
Northern Lights Academy: Multiple meetings with Directors plus 
Angel and Jennifer for planning/cleaning re-opening strategy; Re-
worked & sent the Lease agreement to reflect rent increase and 
cleaning fee increase 
Confirmation: Worship readers and painters have been getting 
“service hours.”Meeting with Zion staff and Jennifer to plan next 
season; some uncertainty relative to “in-person,” Using a new 
curriculum (“Colaborate”) that has been purchased by both 
churches 
Bible Study: Wednesday Morning; Sunday Lessons, by mail, some 
via email 
Palanca-Deacons: Via email only 
Synod Assembly/Bishop Election: Rescheduled: Remote – Aug. 28
-29; Bishop’s election on 29th  
Food Distribution using our facility:  
NAPS: still being distributed 1st Wednesday of the month 
Ruby’s Pantry: 4th Wed. new Armory Com. restricting access 

Mobile Food Bank Distribution, 3rd Thursday; will continue 
SMART team, see notes sent separately; What approvals if any does 
PPC need to make?  Likely need to vote on written protocol and 
plan for restarting in-service worship. 
Other: Roofing Damage on the Tower, Insurance will pay to 
replace! Can use funds to upgrade to metal.  
Re-boot of Rejoice Renew Reach Mission Appeal to encourage 
continued/new support? 
Prayers 

Associate Pastor’s Report – Q2 2020 
Services   (Due to Coronavirus, services now recorded on Thursdays 

at 4:30 p.m.) 
Preached: 4-3 (Passion Reading with two other readers, re-recorded 

on 4-4), 4-8 Maundy Thursday; 4-23, 5-21 
Preached & Presided: 6-11 
Assisted: 4-8 Good Friday Service, 4-10 Easter Service, 5-7, 5-14, 6-

4, 6-18, 6-25 
Practiced &/or Recorded Music:  May 7, 20, 27 
Funerals 5-14&17 Funeral Planning for Vicki Ross over 

phone,  
5-19 Vicki Ross Funeral @ Nelson, Maple Grove 

Cemetery 
5-31  Funeral planning for Barb Ross over phone 
6-2    Funeral for Barb Ross @ Nelson, Maple Grove 

Cemetery 
 Holy week communion bags (Palm, communion 

elements, nail) 
4-3  Handout for Holy week bag; 4-7  Assembled 

Communion bags 2:30- 4:30, team of 6 people 
4-8  Packaged bags in boxes by zone; 4-10  Records for 

packets 
Communion bags for June 14th service (only elements) 
6-2  Preparation 2.25 hours; 6-3  Organized delivery zone 

lists to one page (w/Sandy Hill) 2.0 hours 
6-4  Delivered bags to Sunnyside, Evergreen Knoll, 

Suncrest & several homes 45 mn 
Presentation of Quilts to HS Graduates 
    Several contacts with quilters during preparation 
     6-9 5-8 pm; 6-10 5:30-6:30 p.m. Students signed up for 

a time 
Visits (N. Home Hospital, Homebound, Phone, at 
Church) 
Visits at church or by phone: 20 
Extended visit (greater than 30 min): Two (one in 
person, one on phone) 
Teaching 
Bible Study:  Mailed or e-mailed commentaries on 
upcoming Sunday Tests to Bible Study, and Palanca 
Deacons who were no longer meeting: April 22, 29 and 
May 20 
OSLC Meetings    
Weekly Tuesday staff meetings: April 2, 28; May 5, 12, 
20; June 16, 23, 30 
w/Pastor Chris  June 4  .75 hours 
PPC Mtg:  April 21 Via Zoom 
Mutual Ministry:  May 13  1.25 hours via Zoom 
Updated Palanca Deacons’ List: April 10   
Other Mtgs 
June 23 Second interviews for Admin Assist (Amy & 
Katie) 2.5 hr 
Communication:   
May 1  thank you to Engwall’s for donated lilies; 

postcards to 11 callers 
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PPC Minutes 
May 6   postcards to 13 homebound members 
May 26  Texts to 13 members working in educational 

settings, 2 hours * 
June 4   Texts to 12 members working in medical settings, 

1.25 hours 
June 18  Texts and calls to members working in personal 

services, hospitality, and retail settings 50 min 
June 24  Texts to members working in various levels of 

government and first responders 1 hr 20 min 
June 25  10 cards and photos sent out to quilters some at 

Christmas luncheon  
Grief Booklets sent out to family member (4 times 
during first year after death): 2 in April; 4 in May, 1 in 
June 
Newsletter Articles for May, and for June/July newsletters 
Vacation                                                                            
Used 25 hrs comp time for week of April 13 thru 18 
Continuing Education    
May 1 Webinar: Psychological First Aid 
Misc/Ongoing 
Food Compost to compost dumpster at Washington 
Elementary 4-10, 5-6, 
Picked up Lilies from Engwall’s  
*Prayed for groups of members each week by work category in 
worship; Palanca Deacons were given individual names weekly. I sent 
texts or called people that we knew of in that setting (often needed to 
search for phone number). About a third sent message back that the 
prayers were appreciated. Two members called (after request made) to 
let us know where they worked! 
 

Children, Youth and Family Director Report - Aug 2020  
-Youth groups have been so much fun the past couple of months.  It 
has been so fun to see the students in person.  Starting in mid-July we 
have been able to have High School Youth Group every other week.  
We have played games, had bonfires, watched a movie and just 
connected.  It truly has been wonderful!  The Middle School Youth 
Group met once in July and once in August (it got postponed due to 
weather).  It also has been so much fun!  Several of our middle school 
students will be moving up to high school youth group this fall, but 
Zion has several students that will be in 5th grade and able to join 
middle school youth group.  I have already reached out to middle 
school and high school students to let them know that they are eligible 
to come this fall.  I plan to reach out again in the next week or so with 
another postcard and let them know more about what/when youth 
groups are happening.   
-Middle School Youth Group: We will kick-off the school year with an 
in-person gathering on September 16th from 3:30-5:00pm at Our 
Savior’s!  All students in grades 5-8 are invited to be part of the youth 
group!    
Youth group will be in a hybrid format to start with for the fall (we will 
always be reevaluating as to the best format due to coronavirus).  This 
means that most months we will meet in person on the first Wednesday 
of the month and the meet on Zoom on the third Wednesday of each 
month. We are unable to offer transportation in the church van at this 
time due to coronavirus, sorry!  
-High School Youth Group: We will kick off the school year with an in
-person gathering on September 23rd from 6:30-8:00pm at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Cloquet! All students in grades 9-12 are welcome 
to join us for youth group!  
Youth group will be in a hybrid format to start with for the fall (we will 
always be reevaluating as to the best format due to coronavirus).  This 
means that most months we will meet in person on the first Sunday of 
the month and the meet on Zoom on the third Sunday of each month. 

 
Team Leader Reports: 

Christian Education: No report, but PC explained that Sunday 
School will be a two times a month mailer to all SS families. 
Welcome:  No team meetings held.  Concerned about the 
additional roles of the Greeters and are discussing going to 
scheduled, permanent greeters, like Ushers. 
Fellowship:  All team meetings and social events are currently on 
hold.  Chili cook-off has been postponed, likely into next spring. 
Children, Youth, Family Ministry: See report above. 
Worship, Arts and Music: Team’s focus has been on producing 
the weekly YouTube services.  Also working on the upcoming 
outside service.  Then they need to work on the in-person service 
format, that can be provided on-line as well. 
Stewardship: Starting discussions around the fall pledge drive.  
Info will be in the Sept Messenger.  Letter and pledge cards will 
be sent out at the appropriate time.  Katie has been working on 
these documents, with a focus on continuing the MA funding.  
Looking for a better response for pledges than typical (maybe 
using Survey Monkey). 
Palanca Deacons:  Nothing new to report – doing prayer requests 
via e-mail. 
WELCA: no report 
Church Properties: Marty is getting quotes for repairing the 
damaged south tower roof, options are to replace in kind or 
replace with metal (do both sides).  Insurance will pay for the in-
kind replacement (after $2500 deductible).  This payment can also 
be used to upgrade if we wanted to pay the difference.  Team 
repaired a sink hole in the parking lot. 
NHCP:  Separate report sent out via e-mail (following plan per 
the MN Dept of Education). 
 

Old Business 
SMART Team for re-opening:   
Plans are being developed.  Greeters will ensure people are self-

screening and offering masks.  Ushers will seat people and 
deliver sealed offering cups to each pew.  Offering will be 
dropped off on the way out of worship.  Planning two services 
in Sept and adjust as needed.  Proposed a metric for cancelling 
services if our county reaches 20-29 cases per 10,000 people.  
Plans will continue to be modified as we learn and see how it 
is going.   

The SMART team would like PPC to approve the current outline 
based on the Aug 13 meeting minutes.  Jan motioned that 
Pastor Chris and the SMART team implement the opening 
plan as outlined in the Aug 13 meeting minutes and following 
guidelines of the Governor and MN CDC as well as keep the 
PPC team up to speed on developments.  Mary will also 
develop a one-page summary of what the congregation can 
expect when returning on Sept 13.  Joe seconded the motion.  
The motioned carried unanimously. 

Cleaning will be required between services.  We don’t have 
people setup to do this cleaning.  The intention is to wipe 
down with soap and water. 

 
New Business 

 
Next PPC meeting scheduled for 9/15/20 at 6:30 pm (likely on-
line meeting). 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted by Keith Matzdorf, Secretary 
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Mental Health Support 

Article from SAMHSA 

(Substance Abuse 

and Mental health 

Services 

Administration.) 

Please contact the 

church office if you 

would like to be sent 

the article in its 

entirety. 

Sources for Credible Outbreak-

Related Health Information 

Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention 

1600 Clifton Road 

Atlanta, GA 30329 

1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636) 

www.cdc.gov 

World Health Organization 

Regional Office for the Americas 

525 23rd Street NW 

Washington, DC 20037 

202-974-3000 

www.who.int/en 
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Gifts and Memorials: 

 The Oswold Family in memory of Robert 

Oswold for automatic flushers 

 Carol Maki in memory of Barb Ekstrom’s 

Mother for Second Harvest 

 Schwab Charitable  

 Dennis Morreim in memory of Carolyn 

Watson’s son Terry & Pamela Abbott 

 Richard Bloom in memory of Pamela Abbott 

 Ray & Judy Wiles in memory of Pamela 

Abbott for Mission Appeal 
 

Radio Broadcasts for August: 

 8/2: John & Denise Mykhanen in memory of 

Betty Schroeder 

 8/9: Don & Peggy Unulock for Don’s 35th 

Surgery Anniversary 

 8/16: Curt & Kathy Nelson in celebration of 

their 40th Anniversary 

 8/23: Elmer & Karen Splett in honor of Joe & 

Suzzette Randall’s 40th Anniversary 

 8/30: Linda Eastgate in honor of Pastor Chris 

& Pastor Karen’s excellent Sunday Services 

Sunday Readings for September 

The Sunday Service may or may not be using all of these texts 

Church Records 

Date YouTube 

Audience 
Offering Offering  

Needed 

July 12 155 4831 5100 

July 19 144 3772 5100 

July 26 135 6138 5100 

Aug 2 157 1860 3840 

Aug 9  5553 3840 

  22,154 22,980 

 July 

2020 

Budget 

July 

 2020 

Actual 

Jan-

July 

YTD  

2020 

Budget 

Jan-

July 

YTD 

2020 

Actual 

             

Income 

22,080 22,518 163,360 161,433 

 

Expenses         

21,539 20,466 174,107 159,713 

2020 Net                     

Income 

541 2052 (10,747) 1720 

2019 Net 

Income 

892 1726 (6288) (13,676) 

Baptisms 

Avery Rae Motzko 

August 1, 2020 
Cash Kenneth Johnson 

August 29, 2020 

 1st Lesson Psalm 2nd Lesson Gospel Lesson 

6th Ezek 33:7-11 Ps 119:33-40 Rom 13:8-14 Matt 18:15-20 

13th Gen 50:15-21 Ps 103:[1-7] 8-13 Rom 14 1-12 Matt 18:21-35 

20th Jonah 3:10-4:11 Ps 145:1-8 Phil 1:21-30 Matt 20:1-16 

27th Ezek 18:1-4, 25-32 Ps 25:1-9 Phil 2:1-13 Matt 21:23-32 
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Please remember to call the office if you would like to 
schedule a meeting in the church so we can put it in 
the church calendar AND so we can make sure that 
we have the space required for social distancing and 
the time to sanitize the area before/after use. If you 
have questions, please refer to the procedures on p. 12 
of this Messenger or contact Katie in the church 
office. Thank you. 

Are you interested in receiving the Messenger via 

email and not the postal service?  

Call the office at 879-1535 with your  

preferred email address. This option saves Our 

Savior’s paper, printing, and postage costs! 

Please contact the church office when you or  

a loved one are hospitalized or when a death  

occurs so we can support and care for you or your 

loved one. 

If you do not wish to use the regular 

coffee cups when serving coffee, 

there are paper cups in the metal 

cabinet in the kitchen.  Please do not 

use foam cups or plates. Be Kind To 
The Environment. 

Prayer Chain 
Please call the Church Office  

with your prayer  

chain requests. 

Simply Giving 
If you are not enrolled in  
Simply  Giving, and would 
like to be, there are forms in 
the office, in the Narthex, and 
on our Church website. 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Smartphone App for Contributing! 
We can now accept contributions using a 
mobile application available for FREE.  
Simply go to your App Store, search for 

GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the 
application and fill in the blanks.  

Thereafter,  
when you want to give, simply click on 

the icon, sign on and donate.   

Online Offering Options: 

 

PayPal 

Did you know that you can send   

offering through PayPal? Just click on 

the “offering” link on the Church 

website,  
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W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B !  
w ww . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for our 

members of our congregation  currently serving in 

the military.  Please contact the Church Office for 

any other members we may have missed or if any 

of these names should be taken off. 
Skylar Scheer           Alex Lingren                                                    

Tim Schlenvogt       Erika Blesener       

Chris Vanderpool   Jessica Lingren     

Tim Larson                River DeMars 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

   Edgewood Vista 

Pat Meisner 

    Evergreen Knoll 

Joyce Fuller 

Charlene Hagen 

   Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

       Suncrest 

Mabel Clemens 

Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

Inter-Faith Care Center 

Ricard Puumala 

Art Johnson 

    Plainview-Scanlon 

Arlene Anderson 

Connie Hopp 

  Sunnyside Health Care  

Anita Fountain 

Elaine Huliares 

John Huliares 

Dick Nelson 

            

     

70th ANNIVERSARY! The Radio Broadcast  

is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM at 10:30 AM  

on Sundays.   

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Sunday  

at 3:30pm & Wednesday at 3:30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

     Deadline for submitting  articles is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted after deadline will 
be published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail 
your articles to:  email@oursaviorscloquet.org 
     October 2020 news deadline:  September 15 by 
noon. Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins is 
Wednesday by 9:00 am.  Thank you for your   
cooperation and understanding.    

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 
 

Senior Pastor:     Pastor Chris Hill         (ext 11) 

                         pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                                                            (320)279-2374 

 

Associate Pastor:             Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12)

            karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Kathryn Keller        (ext. 10) 

email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children Youth and Family Director:   

       Jennifer Hamilton  (ext. 17)  

               jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Bookkeeper:                     Bruce Larson 

                                      bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:     

        Ryan Hanson, Director

                        ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:               oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

New Horizons Christian Preschool  

Director:                             Angel Gamache  (ext. 19)  

                        NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Teacher:                             Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Church office hours: 

Sat-Mon: CLOSED 

Tuesday:  8am-3:30pm 

Wednesday: 8am-3:30pm 

Thursday: 8am-3:30pm 

Friday:  8am-3:30pm 

 

 

Sunday Worship Available... 

On YouTube: Sundays at 8:00am 

On the radio: Sunday at 10:30am on WKLK 1230 AM 

On TV: on CAT 7 Sundays and Wednesdays at 3:30pm 

In Person: as soon as we safely can! 

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art
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