
 “To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him”    

 

OUR SAVIOR’S SHARED JOURNEY 

What is Normal? 
I was tempted to leave the rest of this article blank: ask the question and let it sit. 

However, I think God has begun to send the Holy Spirit with some direction. 

For example: 

Our Savior’s is having worship at the “normal” times (Sundays, 8:30 & 10:45). But it is 
different. And God is blessing that difference. Some of you are not ready to come to that 
in-person experience. We are scattered and distant and masked and careful. It helps us 

focus on the needs of the community beyond ourselves. Coming in person helps the community feel supported and 
connected. Staying safe helps the community keep each other safe. Staying home if you have concerns helps the 
community stay safer too. God is teaching us another way to understand the Apostle Paul’s encouragement in 1 
Corinthians 12:   

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 

Our Savior’s is also teaching Confirmation and having Youth Group activities and meetings at the normal days 
and times as before. But it is different. And God is blessing that difference. Already (for several years) we had 
learned to do the majority of our Youth programing and Youth trips with Zion. Already (last year) we had learned 
to cooperate with Zion in a shared confirmation endeavor. Already (for 3 years) we had opened the Confirmation 
process to 8th graders. Already (last spring and summer) Jennifer Hamilton (Our Savior’s Children Youth and 
Family Ministry Director) and Katie Anderson (Zion’s Faith Formation Director) had learned to use a wider 
variety of tools to make youth group connections and have meetings and fun and teach the faith.  

Those are just a couple of the examples. Our Savior’s and many other churches are learning how to support each 
other, pray for each other, connect with each other, be community with each other, help each other. Some of that 
learning was long overdue. The old normal sometimes kept us from being creative and responsive in the face of a 
changing world. The series of crises of the past months has been shocking. But your responses, your giving, your 
ideas, your re-directed energies, your support have helped shape a restructured understanding of how we can “…
have others know Him (Christ)” That is our mission, sharing God’s love. Being creative and robust and relentless 
about it needs to be what is “normal.” 

I pray God’s Spirit will lead Our Savior’s to embrace implications far beyond 
the old normal of local worship, service and faith formation practices. I pray 
that Our Savior’s will be a community that recognizes God’s urgings to live 
and work and pray and vote for racial and climate and inclusive justice. I pray 
that the coming of God’s Kingdom, that we pray for in the Lord’s Prayer, will 
help make Christ’s extravagant, loving, sacrificial grace “normal” in 
astounding ways. 

I am on that journey with you. 

Pastor Chris 
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 

 

The long Pentecost Season began on May 31st when we celebrated (remotely) the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. The season is almost six months long and won’t end until the new church year begins with Advent 

on December 1st. Here are important upcoming dates: 

Wear red when we Lutherans celebrate Reformation Sunday, on October 25th. On Oct 31st, 1517, 

Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. Church 

doors served as bulletin boards at that time and Luther posted his list so that others would see it as they 

came the following day to observe All Saints’ Day. Luther was a Catholic monk who simply wanted to 

have discussion about the practice of collecting indulgences. If one bought an indulgence, it was a way to 

ensure that they or a loved one would be admitted to heaven. (It really was a way to raise funds for a new 

cathedral). The invention of the printing press played an important role in distributing Luther’s list to the 

masses. Later, it was out of this act that the Lutheran Church was established; establishing a new 

denomination was not Martin Luther’s intent. Luther’s life was under threat and he hid in Wartburg 

Castle as “Knight George” during which time he translated the Greek New Testament into German. 

During this historical period, the governing leaders determined the religion of the regions they ruled. 

People simply followed the religion of their leaders! If you have an opportunity, watch the 2003 movie 

Luther. The actor Joseph Fiennes portrays Martin Luther in this movie which is 2 hours 4 minutes long. 

All Saints’ Day will be celebrated on Sunday, November 1st. At Our Savior’s Lutheran (and other 

congregations), this is a day when we specifically remember those who have died. We will ring a chime 

as names are read of our members who died since All Saints’ Day 2019. If you notify us, we will also 

read names of loved ones of Our Savior’s Lutheran members who died since November 1, 2019. Please 

let Katie know in the office by October 22nd  if you have the name of a loved one included. In the past, 

we each have had the opportunity to light one candle in memory of all the people we’d like to remember 

after their deaths. Due to the coronavirus, how we do that will look different this year (as do many 

things). Stay tuned! 

This is my favorite day in the church year. Maybe it’s because this service is an intentional time for us to 

remember those important people who have died no matter how long ago their death occurred; we think 

of those folks on a regular basis anyway. But All Saints’ Day is a time when we as a faith community 

intentionally remember those who have died and if tears should fall, that is okay.  

We started meeting in the sanctuary (with many precautions due to the coronavirus) on Sept. 13th. Please 

do not attend if you feel uncomfortable doing so. Rather than celebrating communion weekly, we’ll be 

having this sacrament twice a month in the pews. If you desire to receive consecrated communion 

elements so you can have communion when you listen to the service on the radio (10:00 a.m. Sunday 

mornings) or watch it on CAT 7 (Monday or Wednesday at 3:00 p.m.) or YouTube at your convenience 

(available now on Mondays due to more visual enhancements added), please let me know. We won’t be 

having a massive delivery (which happened twice during our remote services) but consecrated elements 

are available at the church. Please let us know if you’d like to be able to commune and we’ll figure it out 

(we’re doing a lot of that these coronavirus days!!). 
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NHCP News 

Greetings from the Preschool, 

 

Philippians 4:4-6 "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." 
 

Preschool has been going very well.  It feels good to be back into a routine and getting to know all 

the children.  They are busy learning new things each week and enjoying playing with one 

another.   

 

The first fundraiser of the school year is upon us:  Butter Braids.  We will be selling them October 8th 

thru October 27th, with a delivery date of Tuesday, November 10th.   

This year, due to COVID restrictions, we will not be selling Butter Braids in between church services.  

 

 Please order your Butter Braids in one of the following two ways:  

1.  Email Angel Gamache at nhcp.director@oursaviorscloquet.org  

2.  Call the church office at 879-1535 

 

Payment can be dropped off at the church office, or can be mailed or put in the library’s secure 

drop for no-contact payment. 

 

Our flavors this year and prices are as follows: 

$13: Strawberry Cream Cheese, Apple, Cinnamon, Blueberry Cream Cheese, Raspberry, Caramel 

Rolls, Cinnamon Rolls 

$14: Herb Cheese and Bavarian Crème 

 

Also, pick up this year will be curbside.  Once you have placed your order, pick-up instructions will 

be made available to you. 

 

This is a wonderful fundraiser that benefits NHCP.  It allows us to purchase supplies, snacks and 

keeps tuition costs down.  Thank you in advance for supporting us! 

Covid-19 has caused many changes for the Preschool, but we are doing wonderful.  We continue 

to watch Carlton County and are monitoring the numbers each week.  Please pray specifically for 

our health, as we minister to our children.  God is in control and we trust Him for everything!  I hope 

everyone is doing well and staying healthy! 

 

In God's Hands, 

Angel Gamache 

If Cloquet schools are closed or have a 2 hour late start, 
New Horizons’ Christian Preschool is closed for the day.  
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Children, Youth, and Family  

I hope you have settled into your new routines with fall!  Fall is certainly a busy time for many 
people and I can certainly attest to that!  There are exciting things happening for Our Savior’s 
children, youth and families!  I hope you are able to find something that works for you and that 
no matter where you are in your life, one of these ministries is able to touch you by either taking 
part in the ministry or volunteering to help with one of these ministries.   
 

Sunday School: Please see Christian Education for an update about Sunday School 
 

Youth Groups:  
Middle School Youth Group: We will have youth group at Our Savior’s on Wednesday, October 
7th from 3:30-5:00pm.  We will have youth group on Zoom on Wednesday, October 21st from 
3:30-5:00pm.  Please contact me with any questions or if you have a student that needs the Zoom 
link! Registration is available on our website. 
 

Youth group will be in a hybrid format to start with for the fall (we will always be reevaluating as 
to the best format due to coronavirus).  This means that most months we will meet in person on 
the first Wednesday of the month and the meet on Zoom on the third Wednesday of each month.  
 

High School Youth Group: We will have youth group at Zion Lutheran on Sunday, October 4th 
from 6:30-8pm.  We will have youth group on Zoom on Sunday, October 18th from 6:30-
8pm.  Please contact me with any questions of if you have a student that needs the Zoom 
link.  Registration is available on our website. 
 

Youth group will be in a hybrid format to start with for the fall (we will always be reevaluating as 
to the best format due to coronavirus).  This means that most months we will meet in person on 
the first Sunday of the month and the meet on Zoom on the third Sunday of each month. 
 

Confirmation: Confirmation is in full swing with a retreat happening for students on October 2-
3.  Although confirmation has already begun, any student in grades 8-12 are welcome to jump 
into confirmation still this year.  Please contact me or Pastor Chris if your student would like to 
begin confirmation.   
 

Synod Journey: High school youth are invited to participate in Camp SJ, a 3-day camp to 
culminate the year of learning. If it is safe to gather next summer (based on CDC and government 
guidelines), we will partner with our synod outdoor ministries to worship, learn, grow, and play 
together at Camp Onomia, Luther Crest Bible Camp and Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry. The focus 
will be on leadership development and creating a plan to put in place when you return to your 
congregation. 
 

If you would like to attend next summer (June 27-19), please let me know!  Registration is due 
October 11th.   
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Children, Youth, and Family  

Young Families: I would love to have a group for young families!  If you would like to 
participate in a group or have ideas on how to make it happen while coronavirus is still 
happening, please email me and let me know. 
 

Youth and Adults: Zion and Our Savior’s share a joint ministry for youth. So I wanted to let you 
know about an amazing opportunity that Zion is offering!  On August 1-7 of 2021, we will have 1 
youth trip open to youth who just completed grades 8-12 in summer 2021, and 1 adult trip open 
to all adults who feel called to outdoor adventure; the option may exist to merge into an 
intergenerational trip. Final group decisions will be determined based on number of interested 
participants! (Each trip limited to 7 participants).  There will be an informational meeting on 
Monday, October 5, 2020 at 6:00PM. 
 

All people with a passion for young people: I’m calling all folks that have a passion for any or 
all ages groups of children or families!  I’m looking to form a Children, Youth and Family 
team!  I am always looking for input about what we would like to see happening here at church 
and a team to make it happen!  If you would like to be on this team, please contact me by text/
call at 218-590-6959.  I’m looking forward to having a wonderful, diverse team!  
 

Scavenger Hunt!  Scavenger Hunt! Did you say scavenger hunt?!?  I’ve got something fun 
planned for EVERYONE!  In “The Messenger” you will find a Bible Scavenger Hunt!  I 
encourage you to spend some time either yourself or with your family searching for the verses.  I 
gave you a hint with the book of the Bible and the chapter, but you need to find the verse (an NIV 
Bible works the best for this scavenger hunt because that is what I used).  Find the missing 
words and fill them in on your paper then come to the church anytime between October 5th
-11th and find all the items on your scavenger hunt page!  All items will be outside on the 
church grounds. It’ll be a fun time for all!  
 

Many blessings,  
 

Jennifer Hamilton  
218-590-6959 

jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org  

Kids - watch your mailbox for Sunday school lessons. We are sending them 

twice a month. You'll find fun activities that go along with that week’s Bible 

story.  

Adults - Sponsor a Sunday School Lesson! It costs about $75 to mail out our 

lessons to over 100 kids! Contact the church office to Sponsor a Lesson! 
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ELCA Northeastern MN Synod News 

Deacon’s Thoughts on “God’s Work, Our Hands” in light of COVID 

 

Perhaps one powerful option we can all participate in for God’s work with 

our hands in this time of global pandemic and political pandemonium 

would be to put our hands together in prayer. Pray for our elected officials 

that decisions would be made for the good of the whole people, for the 

good of all of creation, for the good of the whole world. Pray that all those 

running for elected office (and those in office) would serve with honesty, 

integrity and speak truth to one another and to us in civil discourse. (May 

we model that as well!) Pray for all who are serving in the educational field 

and for students in this very unsettling time. Pray for our servicewomen 

and servicemen often deployed far from home and concerned for their 

family’s health and wellbeing as well as their own. 

 

Pray for all of our men and women in uniform serving as first responders 

and so often in harm’s way.  

 

The creation is groaning with the effects of ravaging fires and unforgiving 

hurricanes. These first responders are our neighbors. They willingly put 

their lives on the line for us, their neighbors. They are exhausted and need 

support and encouragement. Pray too, for your pastors, deacons, SAMs, 

worship leaders, council members, call committee members who have also  

been expending great amounts of energy and creativity working hard to 

keep your faith community safe and healthy. Pray too, asking God how 

you might speak up for those whose voices are not heard and who are 

marginalized because of it. 

 

Imagine what could be, as our opportunities to serve our neighbor cannot 

include large groups of people gathered physically: large groups of people 

gathered together through the Holy Spirit to pray that God’s work might be 

accomplished through us, our hands, feet, heart, ears, service and 

neighborly care. 

 

May this blessing bless you to be a blessing to all people: 

 

The God of compassion, hope and joy, 

Our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 

Bless your feet to carry you into places of need. 

Bless your lips to proclaim love and mercy. 

Bless your heart to love and listen to those you encounter. 

Bless your hands to care for the needs of your neighbors. 

Bless you to be a blessing to others. 

Now and always.  

Amen. 

 

-Deacon Brenda Tibbetts 

The Rev. Amy Odgren has 

been elected Bishop of the Northeastern 

Minnesota Synod of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).   

Concerning her role as bishop, Bishop-

elect Odgren said “I see our principal 

challenge as engaging this culture as 

evangelists who share the gospel of 

Jesus in ways that will make a difference 

in the world. I think a bishop needs to 

listen extensively, pray often, and be 

bold to move the vision of the kingdom 

forward. And through this all, I trust in 

God’s resurrecting grace that keeps 

working and setting us free to love and 

serve.” 

The new bishop takes office on 

November 1. ELCA 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will 

preside at an installation to be held on 

October 17.  

Information on how to view the 

installation service online will be 

available prior to the event. 
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BIBLE SCAVENGER HUNT 
You have two challenges with this Bible scavenger hunt. First, answer all of the clues below; once you have 

answers for all of them, you need to go and find each of the items outside at the church  

(come anytime October 5-11!).  

Please leave all items where you find them so that others can participate. Send a picture of yourself with 

your completed scavenger hunt to email@oursaviorscloquet.org to be featured on our Facebook page.  

 

 An NIV Bible works best for this scavenger hunt! 

 

1. Jeremiah 17 - They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does 

not fear when heat comes; its _______________ are always green. 

 

2. Isaiah 1 - You will be like an oak with fading leaves, like a garden without _______________. 

 

3. Matthew 26 - Then he took a _______________, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it, all of you.” 

 

4. Proverbs 20 - The glory of young men is their strength, gray _______________ the splendor of the old. 

 

5. Job 14 - My offenses will be sealed up in a _______________; you will cover over my sin. 

 

6. Deuteronomy 32 - Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like showers on new 

_______________, like abundant rain on tender plants. 

 

7. 1 Samuel 4 - When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his _______________ by the side of the road. 

 

8. Psalm 40 - He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the _______________ and mire; he set my feet on a 

rock and gave me a firm place to stand. 

 

9. Matthew 5 - And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your _______________ as well. 

 

10. Luke 14 - And whoever does not carry their _______________ and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

 

11. Daniel 7 - The court was seated, and the _______________ were opened. 

 

12. Genesis 6 - So make yourself an ark of cypress _______________; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch 

inside and out. 

 

13. Job 37 - The breath of God produces _______________, and the broad waters become frozen. 

 

14. Deuteronomy 27 - Build there an altar to the Lord your God, an altar of _______________. 

 

15. Isaiah 40 - The grass withers and the _______________ fall, but the word of our God endures forever. 

mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Gifts and Memorials: 
 

 Karen & Eldon Grover in memory 

of Pam Abbott 

 Dennis Morreim in memory of Ken 

Suominen 

 Martin Barr Jr. in memory of his wife 

Joy and their 69 years of marriage 

designated  to the building & 

grounds 

 Don & Peggy Unulock and Hope 

Wallien in memory of Frank 

Chalberg designated for NHCP 

Sunday Readings for October 

The Sunday Service may or may not be using all of these texts 

Church Records 

Date YouTube 

Audience 

Offering Offering  

Needed 

In Person 

Attendance 

Aug 16 90 3243 3840 N/A 

Aug 23 58 4766 3840 N/A 

Aug 30 81 3998 3840 N/A 

Sept 6 97 5601 5562 N/A 

Sept 13 47 6152 5562 39/42 

  23,760 22,644  

 August 

2020 

Budget 

August 

 2020 

Actual 

Jan-Aug 

YTD  2020 

Budget 

Jan-Aug 

YTD 

2020 

Actual 

Income 20,675 19,394 184,035 180,828 

Expenses         21,652 19,895 195,759 179,608 

2020 Net                     

Income 

(997) (501) (11,724) 1220 

2019 Net 

Income 

(732) 243 (7020) (13,433) 

Baptisms 

 
Gavin Gerald Thorp 

August 13, 2020 

Oct. 4 Is. 5:1–7 Psalm 80:7–15 Phil. 3:4b–14 Matt. 21:33–46 

Oct. 11 Is. 25:1–9 Psalm 23 Phil. 4:1—9 Matt. 22:1–14 

Oct. 18 Is. 45:1–7 Psalm 96:1–9 (10–13) 1 Thess. 1:1–10 Matt. 22:15—22 

Oct. 25  Jer. 31:31—34 Psalm 46 Rom. 3:19–28 John 8:31–36 or 
Matt. 11:12–19 

Radio Broadcasts for September: 

 

 9/6: To Richard Bloom from 

David Johnson & Roberta Burns 

in memory of Pam Abbott 

 9/13: Ray & Judy Wiles in honor 

of our church staff and family 

 9/20: Dave & Pat Meister in 

thanks for their 65th wedding 

anniversary 

 9/27: Robert McDonald in 

memory of Debbe McDonald 
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Church News 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
+ Remember your church with your financial gifts. 
Without Sunday Worship, Our Savior’s is at risk of 
losing 2/3 of it’s income. You can give online (see 
details on page 14), send your offering envelope by 
mail, drop your envelope off at the church, use the 
“QR” code on the cover of this Messenger or ask 
your bank to send donations directly to Our 
Savior’s. 
+ Let Mary Krohn (218-310-2682) or the church 
office know if you or someone you know needs 
support of any kind. 
+ Volunteer for the Phone Contact Team. Contact 
Mary Krohn or the church office for details. 
+ As a family, adopt a member to call, pray for, 
write to, send birthday cards to, send greeting cards 
to, email, draw pictures for… as a family faith & 
fun activity. Contact Jennifer Hamilton at the 
church (jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org,  218-879
-1535) for ideas. 
+ Look out for your neighbors. 
+ Share your ideas for helping our community with 
your church leadership: 218-879-1535  
pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
email@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

More ideas coming soon! 

Anti-Racism Study Group 

An Anti-Racism Zoom Discussion group is being 

planned for early fall.  The group will read and 

discuss the book  “Dear Church: A love letter 

from a black preacher to the whitest 

denomination in the US” by Lenny 

Duncan.  Dates and times to be determined.  If 

you would be interested in participating in this 

discussion group please contact the church 

office with your name and what times might work 

best for you.  

Meetings at church have started again! Space is not limited as 
Bible Study will be in the sanctuary 

Read and discuss the upcoming  Biblical text for Sunday 
 

This group is led by Pastor Chris or Pastor Karen 
Please Come Join Us! 

Wednesdays 
10am-11am 

        
Meets monthly to discuss various 

books of interest 
For both men and women 

For more information  
please contact  

Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

Unfortunately we will not be able to host our 
MobilePack this fall. Feed My Starving Children 
made the decision to postpone MobilePacks through 
2/28/2021. We have greatly appreciated the 
partnership with the local church community over the 
last couple of years. The church community has been 
a major contributor to the success of our events! We 
do plan to host an event  in 2021 and look forward to 
working with everyone in the future!  

God Bless, 
Alyssa Snesrud  

Roof Update 
Recent severe weather has continued to take a toll on the 
shingles on the “tower” portion of the church roof. So 
much damage has occurred that Our Savior’s insurance 
company has declared that the southwest portion is 
eligible for paid replacement. Properties Team, the 
Council Advisory Team and Pastor Chris are working 
with the insurance company and various contractors to 
plan to replace that roofing as soon as possible. 

One option that has been discussed over the years is to 
replace the shingles (which are prone to wind damage) 
with some kind of metal alternative. The insurance 
company will only pay for the cost of standard shingles, 
even if a different product is chosen. If Our Savior’s 
decides to go to a metal product, there may be a church-
wide fund drive to help off-set the costs of such a choice. 
This would include our $2500 deductible plus any 
additional cost of choosing a metal option over standard 
shingles. Our Savior’s membership will be updated here 
in the Messenger about any such plans. 

mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Church News 

       FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

       The first Sunday of the month is 
designated as Food Shelf Sunday. The monetary 
gifts collected will help both 2nd Harvest and 
Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a real bargain in 
which every family can participate. May we share 
our blessings with those in need.    
 Even though the church has reopened, 
collections for the first Sunday of the month after 
the service will not be done. Please continue to 
leave your contributions in the church office or 
mark in your offering that it’s for Food Shelf 
Sunday.  
 Thank you for your generous donations 
over the months the church was closed.  
       

Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  
Co-chairs          

August’s Contributions were  $275 

IRA MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION 
OPPORTUNITY 

If you are at least age 72 and are subject to the 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) rules 
regarding IRA distributions, you have an 
opportunity to maximize your tax savings!  Any 

RMD amount you request your custodian send DIRECTLY to Our 
Savior’s from your account will be a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution, which means it will roll over without tax 
consequences.  No need to worry about whether you will itemize 
your deductions under the new tax law, the distribution is not 
included in your income in the first place! 
     We have a form in the office you can use to request the transfer 
DIRECTLY to Our Savior’s.  However, before you do, make sure 
you consult your financial advisor FIRST.  They will be able to 
determine your eligibility, let you know how much your RMD is 
for the year, answer your questions and advise you as to whether 
this transaction makes sense for you.     So, pick up a form and 
contact your financial advisor.  This could be a WIN-WIN for both 
you and your Church! 

$ 

The Lutefisk, Salmon & Meatball dinner 

scheduled for October 24, 2020 is postponed 

due to the Pandemic  

 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

BY SHOPPING AT AMAZONSMILE 

Watch for your pledge 

cards which will be 

coming in the mail 

early October. This year 

we also plan to make 

an on-line pledge form 

available for those who 

might prefer an electronic version.  Pledges are 

very helpful for your church leadership's 

planning. Please prayerfully consider how you 

might support your church family in 2021 and 

submit those intentions either in hardcopy or 

electronically. The worship service for blessing 

of pledges is tentatively planned for the third 

weekend in October.  

 
       QUILTING IS ON HOLD  

       UNTIL FURTHER  NOTICE 

The Chili Cook-off 

scheduled for October 

11th has been 

postponed. We hope 

to reschedule this event 

for the spring of 2021.   
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PPC Minutes 
 

Present: Pastor Chris, Pastor Karen, Duane Buytaert, Jan 
Larson, Mary Krohn, Brad Browers, Joe Randall, Marty 
Rye, Keith Matzdorf 
Sharing of Highs & Lows / Opening Devotion / Opening 
Prayer 
 
Approval of last meeting’s minutes – Since the July PPC 
meeting was cancelled, the minutes from June 16 were 
approved electronically.  There are no minutes to approve 
this month. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Finances continue be in great shape, 
above budget in offering and under budget in expenses.  For 
July we gained over $2,000, and for the year we are over 
$12,000 better than budget (mostly due to reduced expenses 
earlier in the year).  Expenses are expected to increase as we 
prepare for in-person worship. 
 
Pastor’s Report  (updates during the meeting in bold, 
italics) 
 
Faith5 verse: Psalm 138:1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, 
with my whole heart… 3When I called, you answered me; 
you increased my strength within me.  Can we see God’s 
answer? 
Ministry Contact: 
Lots of phone contacts continue 
Drop-bys at the office increasing 
Baptisms: Avery Rae (Nick & Kelsey) Motzko (at their 
house Aug. 2)  
Cash Kenneth (Erik & Beth) Johnson (Pat Johnson’s 
grandson) (Aug. 29 at church) 
Two other possible Baptisms, Connor and Thorp families 
Wedding: Couillard/Ahonen) July 18 was held outside 
Funerals: Pam Abbott died, family had a private event; 
maybe funeral/memorial at church later. 
     Non-Members: 
- The mother of my wife’s deceased brother’s wife; Jane 
Frerichs of Saginaw, MN (Aug. 7 at Cem.) 
- Lavina Doddridge (August 22, at Nelson’s) 
Staff   
Office: Administrative Assistant: Katie is doing an 
excellent job! 
Associate Pastor: Pastor Karen; See her report 
Children Youth and Family Ministry Dir. Jennifer; See 
her report, keeping contact with our Youth! 
NHCPS: Angel G./Thera W. & board: Dept. of Ed. 
Guidelines reduces the number of allowable students to 10 
at a time, multiple meetings with Preschool board to plan 
around those restrictions for “in-person” preschool for as 
many families as possible, may cause financial instability 
for their ministry. 
Worship: Brad; Ryan; Carol; Tom; (Video: Kirsten, 
Kelsey, Tim).  

Janitorial: Kellie; Keeping up with extra cleaning, as 
necessary. 
Phone Ministry; Mary Krohn; Contacts were made last 
week with all callees, some prayer concerns, plus most 
doubted they would be attending “in-person” worship and 
requested we continue YouTube 
Other Ministry 
+ Northern Lights Academy;  
Multiple meetings with Directors plus Angel and Jennifer for 
planning/cleaning re-opening strategy;  
Re-worked & sent the Lease agreement to reflect rent 
increase and cleaning fee increase 
+ Confirmation;  
Worship readers and painters have been getting “service 
hours.” 
Meeting with Zion staff and Jennifer to plan next season; 
some uncertainty relative to “in-person” 
Using a new curriculum (“Colaborate”) that has been 
purchased by both churches 
+ Bible Study: Wednesday Morning; Sunday Lessons, by 
mail, some via email 
+ Palanca-Deacons: Via email only 
+ Synod Assembly/Bishop Election: Rescheduled: Remote – 
Aug. 28-29; Bishop’s election on 29th  
+ Food Distribution using our facility: NAPS: still being 
distributed 1st Wednesday of the month 
Ruby’s Pantry: 4th Wed. new Armory Com. restricting 
access 
Mobile Food Bank Distribution, 3rd Thursday; will continue 
+ SMART team, see notes sent separately; What approvals if 
any does PPC need to make?  Likely need to vote on written 
protocol and plan for restarting in-service worship. 
+ Roofing Damage on the Tower, Insurance will pay to 
replace! Can use funds to upgrade to metal.  
+ Re-boot of Rejoice Renew Reach Mission Appeal to 
encourage continued/new support? 
Prayers: 
Prayer for Our Community: 
O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and 
through us. 
May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you 
and all beings. 
Help us become a community that vulnerably shares each 
other’s burdens and the weight of glory. 
Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world. 
[Please add your own intentions.] . . . 
Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking,  
we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God, Amen. 
 
Associate Pastor’s Report – Q2 2020 (See last month’s 
minutes) 
 
Children, Youth and Family Director Report - Aug 2020  
 
-Youth groups have been so much fun the past couple of 
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months.  It has been so fun to see the students in 
person.  Starting in mid-July we have been able to have High 
School Youth Group every other week.  We have played 
games, had bonfires, watched a movie and just connected.  It 
truly has been wonderful!  The Middle School Youth Group 
met once in July and once in August (it got postponed due to 
weather).  It also has been so much fun!  Several of our middle 
school students will be moving up to high school youth group 
this fall, but Zion has several students that will be in 5th grade 
and able to join middle school youth group.  I have already 
reached out to middle school and high school students to let 
them know that they are eligible to come this fall.  I plan to 
reach out again in the next week or so with another postcard 
and let them know more about what/when youth groups are 
happening.   
-Middle School Youth Group: We will kick-off the school 
year with an in-person gathering on September 16th from 3:30
-5:00pm at Our Savior’s!  All students in grades 5-8 are 
invited to be part of the youth group!    
Youth group will be in a hybrid format to start with for the fall 
(we will always be reevaluating as to the best format due to 
coronavirus).  This means that most months we will meet in 
person on the first Wednesday of the month and the meet on 
Zoom on the third Wednesday of each month. We are unable 
to offer transportation in the church van at this time due to 
coronavirus, sorry!  
-High School Youth Group: We will kick off the school year 
with an in-person gathering on September 23rd from 6:30-
8:00pm at Zion Lutheran Church in Cloquet! All students in 
grades 9-12 are welcome to join us for youth group!  
Youth group will be in a hybrid format to start with for the fall 
(we will always be reevaluating as to the best format due to 
coronavirus).  This means that most months we will meet in 
person on the first Sunday of the month and the meet on Zoom 
on the third Sunday of each month. 
-We plan to postpone the book study of Growing Young until 
a later date.  I still encourage anyone and everyone to read this 
book to help our congregation to grow young!  
-I have been staying in contact with many students over the 
summer, mostly by text and of course, youth groups.   
Team Leader Reports: 
 
Christian Education: No report, but PC explained that 
Sunday School will be a two times a month mailer to all SS 
families. 
Welcome:  No team meetings held.  Concerned about the 
additional roles of the Greeters and are discussing going to 
scheduled, permanent greeters, like Ushers. 
Fellowship:  All team meetings and social events are currently 
on hold.  Chili cook-off has been postponed, likely into next 
spring. 
Children, Youth, Family Ministry: See report above. 
Worship, Arts and Music: Team’s focus has been on 
producing the weekly YouTube services.  Also working on the 
upcoming outside service.  Then they need to work on the in-

person service format, that can be provided on-line as 
well. 
Stewardship: Starting discussions around the fall pledge 
drive.  Info will be in the Sept Messenger.  Letter and 
pledge cards will be sent out at the appropriate 
time.  Katie has been working on these documents, with a 
focus on continuing the MA funding.  Looking for a better 
response for pledges than typical (maybe using Survey 
Monkey). 
Palanca Deacons:  Nothing new to report – doing prayer 
requests via e-mail. 
WELCA: no report 
Church Properties: Marty is getting quotes for repairing 
the damaged south tower roof, options are to replace in 
kind or replace with metal (do both sides).  Insurance will 
pay for the in-kind replacement (after $2500 
deductible).  This payment can also be used to upgrade if 
we wanted to pay the difference.  Team repaired a sink 
hole in the parking lot. 
NHCP:  Separate report sent out via e-mail (following 
plan per the MN Dept of Education). 
 
Old Business 
SMART Team for re-opening:   
 
Plans are being developed.  Greeters will ensure people 
are self-screening and offering masks.  Ushers will seat 
people and deliver sealed communion cups to each 
pew.  Offering will be dropped off on the way out of 
worship.  Planning two services in Sept and adjust as 
needed.  Proposed a metric for cancelling services if our 
county reaches 20-29 cases per 10,000 people.  Plans will 
continue to be modified as we learn and see how it is 
going.   
 
The SMART team would like PPC to approve the current 
outline based on the Aug 13 meeting minutes.  Jan 
motioned that Pastor Chris and the SMART team 
implement the opening plan as outlined in the Aug 13 
meeting minutes and following guidelines of the 
Governor and MN CDC as well as keep the PPC team up 
to speed on developments.  Mary will also develop a one-
page summary of what the congregation can expect when 
returning on Sept 13.  Joe seconded the motion.  The 
motioned carried unanimously. 
 
Cleaning will be required between services.  We don’t 
have people setup to do this cleaning.  The intention is to 
wipe down with soap and water. 
 
New Business 
Next PPC meeting scheduled for 9/15/20 at 6:30 pm 
(likely on-line meeting). 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted by Keith Matzdorf, Secretary 
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Please remember to call the office if you would like to 
schedule a meeting in the church so we can put it in the 
church calendar AND so we can make sure that we have 
the space required for social distancing and the time to 

sanitize the area before/after use. Meetings are 
currently restricted to 10 or less people. If you have 

questions, please contact Katie in the church office. 
Thank you. 

Please contact the church office when you or  

a loved one are hospitalized or when a death  

occurs so we can support and care for you or your 

loved one. 

Simply Giving 
If you are not enrolled in  
Simply  Giving, and would 
like to be, there are forms in 
the office, in the Narthex, and 
on our Church website. 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Smartphone App for Contributing! 
We can now accept contributions using a 
mobile application available for FREE.  
Simply go to your App Store, search for 

GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the 
application and fill in the blanks.  

Thereafter,  
when you want to give, simply click on 

the icon, sign on and donate.   

Online Offering Options: 

 

PayPal 

Did you know that you can send   

offering through PayPal? Just click on 

the “offering” link on the Church 

website,  

 

ADJECTIVES NOT USED TO DESCRIBE PASTORS!! 

Omniscient  (adjective) having complete or unlimited 

know-ledge, awareness, or understanding; perceiving all 

things.  

Omnipotent  (adjective) (of a deity) having unlimited 

power; able to do anything. 

   These adjectives meaning all powerful and all knowing 

certainly describe God but not pastors. Therefore if you 

are in the hospital or have moved to another place, 

God will know about it but Pastor Chris and Pastor 

Karen won't! Hospitals no longer call churches to notify 

them when members are hospitalized; nor do assisted 

living facilities. Please let us know so that we can do our 

best to visit you to support you.  

We appreciate you "keeping us in the loop!" 
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W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B !  
w ww . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for 

members of our congregation  that are former or 

current military.  Please contact the Church office 

for any other members we may have missed or if 

any of these names should be taken off. 
Skylar Scheer           Alex Lingren                                                    

Tim Schlenvogt       Erika Blesener       

Chris Vanderpool   Jessica Lingren     

Tim Larson                River DeMars 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

   Edgewood Vista 

Pat Meisner 

    Evergreen Knoll 

Joyce Fuller 

Charlene Hagen 

   Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

       Suncrest 

Mabel Clemens 

Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

Inter-Faith Care Center 

Ricard Puumala 

Art Johnson 

    Plainview-Scanlon 

Arlene Anderson 

Connie Hopp 

  Sunnyside Health Care  

Anita Fountain 

Elaine Huliares 

John Huliares 

Dick Nelson 

            

     

70th ANNIVERSARY! The Radio Broadcast  

is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM at 10:30 AM  

on Sundays.   

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Sunday  

at 3:30pm & Wednesday at 3:30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

     Deadline for submitting  articles is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted after deadline will 
be published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail 
your articles to:  email@oursaviorscloquet.org 
     November 2020 news deadline:  October 15 by 
noon. Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins is 
Wednesday by 9:00 am.  Thank you for your   
cooperation and understanding.    

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 
 

Senior Pastor:     Pastor Chris Hill         (ext 11) 

                         pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                                                            (320)279-2374 

 

Associate Pastor:             Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12)

            karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Kathryn Keller        (ext. 10) 

email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children Youth and Family Director:   

       Jennifer Hamilton  (ext. 17)  

               jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Bookkeeper:                     Bruce Larson 

                                      bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:     

        Ryan Hanson, Director

                        ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:               oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

New Horizons Christian Preschool  

Director:                             Angel Gamache  (ext. 19)  

                        NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Teacher:                             Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Church office hours: 

Sat-Mon: CLOSED 

Tuesday:  8am-3:30pm 

Wednesday: 8am-3:30pm 

Thursday: 8am-3:30pm 

Friday:  8am-3:30pm 

 

 

Sunday Worship Available... 

On YouTube: Sundays at 8:00am 

On the radio: Sunday at 10:30am on WKLK 1230 AM 

On TV: on CAT 7 Sundays and Wednesdays at 3:30pm 

In Person: as soon as we safely can! 

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art
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To the Rebecca Circle: 

I cannot thank you enough for all the prayers that have 

been prayed for me. My knee replacement surgery went 

well but I have had a couple of setbacks, therefore my 

recovery is taking longer. Thank you for the gift of money. I 

used it to buy a lovely fall mum plant to remind me of my 

special sisters in Christ. Bless each one of you. 

With love, 

Diane Sorenson I would like to thank all of you for your cards and prayer 

support during my hip replacement & recuperation. I am 

gaining strength every day 

Carol Maki 

Thank you for the prayers, well wishes, and 

cards during my recovery after rotator cuff 

surgery 

Aleta Brule 

Thank you all for your faithful 

giving during this time!  

The Stewardship Team 

If there is something or someone you would like to 

give thanks for or to, please contact the church office! 


