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OUR SAVIOR’S SHARED JOURNEY 

Summer Time and the Livin’s… 
…is,  is? 

Different? 

Redefined? 

Re-oriented? 

I read a book last fall/winter called Canoeing the Mountains. It is a book about the changes that had already 
begun in the world of ministry. We, long before Corona/COVID, were in the midst of a rapidly changing 
world that was moving beyond the tools and methods that had long served the church. “Canoeing the 
mountains” is a reference to what happened to the Lewis and Clark Expedition when they discovered the 

Rocky Mountains. They had expected an easy transition from the headwaters of the Missouri River to whatever river system they knew had to flow to 
the Pacific Ocean. They were expecting to be able to canoe the whole way. As the previously unimagined heights of the Rockies rose to meet them 
they were faced with the need to radically change how they would finish their mission to explore and map a route to the Pacific Ocean. Everything 
changed for Lewis and Clark, even their expectations for what the success of their mission would look like. 

The church as a whole has been aware that massive changes in our world were rapidly making our old “paddles,” our tools and even our expectations 
for what our mission and ministry, nearly worthless (“nearly” because some of what we have always done will continue to serve a vital and necessary 
purpose). 

The changes wrought by the pandemic have accelerated that changing landscape. I have been immensely proud of how our staff, our volunteers, you 
the members and supporters of this ministry here at Our Savior’s have risen to the challenges. It has been especially note-worthy how the financial 
support for this congregation has remained largely intact so far through these remarkable times. It has been just as encouraging to see how you have 
adapted how you are giving of your time and talents as we have had to stay physically distant. 

We are about to explore an amazing new world of ministry opportunity. The relationships we have in Christ with each other and our purpose, our mis-
sion, “to know Christ and to have others know him” are elements that will guide us forward.  

The sub-title of the Canoeing the Mountains is “Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory.” The author, Tod Bolsinger encourages us all to be leaders 
in our own ways for this new adventure, relying on the vitality that comes from relationships and purpose working in concert. He writes, 

“For a church this means that when the members, the relationships and the mission of the church are aligned and working symbiotically toward a 
shared purpose, the church functions well. People are both loved (relationship) and challenged (purpose). There is both a commitment to depth and 
authenticity (relationship) and space to welcome new people (purpose). There is an ability to accept people as they are (relationship) and to be continu-
ally transformed into the likeness of Christ (purpose). There is a deep desire to enjoy life together (relationships) and use our resources and energy to 
serve others (purpose).” (pg. 104) 

Whatever else this summer holds for Our Savior’s, I pray we continue to live in love and in the power of God’s grace. I pray we continue to grow those 
vital, loving, empowering relationships. I pray we continue to discern our purpose, our vision to do God’s Work with Our Hands.I wish I knew if we will 
soon be able to gather for worship. I don’t know: it will depend on how the virus’ progress develops. I wish I knew if it will be safe enough to have Con-
firmation Classes or Preschool or Youth Groups or Sunday School. I don’t. I wish I knew how we will celebrate baptisms and funerals and all the other 
important markers of our lives of faith. I do not. Yet. I do know Jesus loves us. I do know that Jesus’ promises of his presence and power and help and 
direction that we just heard about at the end of May in worship are real and trustworthy. I know that the future rises before us, “by paths as yet un-
trodden, through perils unknown,” to quote Pastor Karen’s favorite prayer (from Evening Prayer, ELW p. 317), knowing that [God’s] hand is leading us 
and [God’s] love supporting us….” 

I know Pastor Karen, Jennifer and I are on that journey with you. 

Pastor Chris 

 

 

The 

Messenger 
June and July  2020 



Page 2  

 

Church News 

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

 

 

Youth News 
 

Summer is here!  Summer is here! 

Summer is here and it continues to be an ever changing time in our lives and with that, it makes it impossible to plan things beyond a 

few weeks.  Please check the church website (oursaviorscloquet.org) frequently for all things, children, youth and family related!  I will 

update the website with what we have happening as soon as I know! I do want to let you know that things are happening and have 

been happening!   

We have been having weekly youth check-ins along with weekly youth groups for both our Middle School students and High School 

students.  There has been a daily devotion posted on our YouTube channel for families.  We’ve had a parent support group, too! Pre-

school chapel has been happening on our YouTube channel and Sunday School happened on our Facebook page.  We’ve had a lot hap-

pening!  Some of these things have ended and a few will continue on into the summer.  Both youth groups will happen during the sum-

mer via Zoom at this point in time.   

I want to do the best I can to support each and every family in the congregation, so please reach out to me and let me know what 

thoughts or ideas you have in how I can support you during these summer months!  You can email me at  

jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org. 

I hope that each family has received either a phone call or a letter from someone in the congregation (if not, it means we don’t have 

contact information for you!).  Speaking of contact information, we would like updated contact information for everyone in the congre-

gation, so please let us know what your current contact information is!  We want to be in contact with you regularly!  Please email us 

(if possible) your name, phone number, email address and mailing address.  The church email is email@oursaviorscloquet.ord or if you 

are unable to email, please call us at 218-879-1535 with your contact information. This will help us tremendously!  

I have one last thing that I am asking you to do this summer, please read the book, “Growing Young,” by Brad Griffin, Jake Mulder, and 

Kara E. Powell.  If you need a copy of the book, please contact me!  In the fall, we will be discussing the book and how we can continue 

to grow our congregation young!  Your thoughts and input are so incredibly valuable! I encourage you to seriously consider becoming a 

group facilitator (there is even a special training for you!).  Regardless of whether you chose to become a facilitator, please mark the 

following dates on your calendar:  

Facilitator Training: September 19th 9am-noon 

Growing Young:  

Meeting 1: September 27th 12:30-2:30pm 

Meeting 2: October 11th 12:30-2:30pm 

Meeting 3: October 25th 12:30-2:30pm 

Meeting 4: November 8th 12:30-2:30pm  

Final Wrap Up Meeting: TBD 

I hope you have a wonderful start to your summer and stay safe and healthy!  I look forward to growing with you even though we are 

not physically together during this time.  I encourage you to serve others if you are able and let your light shine for all the world to see.  

There is no better time than the present to bring the love of Christ to a hurting world! 

Many blessings,  

Jennifer Hamilton  



Page 3  

 

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Church News 

SAVE THE DATE! THE CHILI COOK-
OFF IS BACK THIS YEAR 

The Chili Cook-off is rescheduled for the fall. 
You do not want to miss this fun night. It will be Sunday 
October 11th at 5pm in the  
Fellowship Hall. We are looking 
for chili cooks. Do you have a 
favorite chili recipe? Are you up 
for a challenge?  If you are not a 
chili cook, we still need you to 
come and enjoy the chili and 
vote for your favorite.  You will 
also have the opportunity to bid 
on some silent auction items. 
You could come away with 
some pretty cool prizes!  Your 
participation will help to make 
this night a huge success so 
please join us.  If you have an item you would be willing to 
donate to the silent auction contact  
Jan Larson (878-1281) 

 

Meeting at the church is on hold until further notice. 
Read and discuss the upcoming  Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Chris or Pastor Karen 
Please Come Join Us! 

Wednesdays 
10am-11am 

Meets monthly to discuss various 
books of interest 

For both men and women 
For more information  

please contact  
Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

Quilting  is on HOLD until further notice. 

. 

Upcoming Communion Sunday 
  We did remotely celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion 
on Easter Sunday with one another during worship. We intend 
to share that sacrament again on Sunday, June 14th. We have 
“tweaked” our system this second time around. 
 
  To pick up the consecrated elements for your household, you 
may come to the church on Wednesday, June 3rd between 
 9:30 a.m. and 5:30 pm. 
Thursday, June  4th between 9:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. (worship 
recording starts at 4:30 p.m.) 
Friday, June 5th between 9:30 a.m. and noon. 
Please be sure to sign the list near the elements so we know 
you picked them up; that way we will avoid unnecessary deliver-
ies. Keep your communion elements until Sunday June 14th. If 
you live outside of Cloquet or Esko, we hope that you can come 
to church to pick up the elements. 
 
   On Wednesday, June 10th and Thursday, June 11th, volunteers 
will again be delivering the consecrated elements to the six 
zones in Cloquet and Esko. If you would be willing to deliver 
these items, please let Pastor Karen know. 
   If you prefer NOT to receive the consecrated elements be-
cause of health concerns, please call the church to let us know. 
With deliveries, we will again be aware of physical distancing. 
(The elements are individually sealed grape juice cups with a 
sealed wafer on top.)  
 
  During the service for June 14th (whether you watch on 
YouTube, on CAT 7 at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday or Wednesday, or 
are listening to the radio on Sunday at 10:30 a.m.), we invite 
you to prepare your elements prior to the service by removing 
the wrappers, placing them on a plate or doily, and then eating 
the wafer and drinking the juice during the service when the 
pastors invite you to do so. We look forward to sharing this sac-
rament with our members. Nothing (not even the corona virus) 
can separate us from the love of God. (Romans 8:38-39). 

If conditions improve we would like to have a  

summer picnic and outdoor worship service.  

We will keep you informed if  

and when that might happen. 

 

The Fellowship Team 



Page 4  

 

Church News 

 
 
 

 

 

Rebecca Circle and Naomi Circle  

are on hold until further notice. 
 

All women of Our Savior’s are invited to attend  

WELCA events. These events MAY be canceled.  

             FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

      The first Sunday of the month is designated as Food 
Shelf Sunday. The monetary gifts collected will help 
both 2nd Harvest and Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a 
real bargain in which every family can participate. May 
we share our blessings with those in need. You can mail 
your contributions to the church office while the building 
is closed. 
      THANK YOU for your continued support. It's greatly 
appreciated. 

Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  
Co-chairs          

May’s Contribution was  $330 

Did you notice the new pictorial directory on 

the Welcome table? For $6.00 (the cost of 

printing), you can have one. But wouldn’t you 

love owning it more if you had your picture in 

there? Talk to Marty Rye. We can make 

changes every time we print.  

IRA MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITY 
If you are at least age 72 and are subject to the 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) rules re-
garding IRA distributions, you have an opportunity 
to maximize your tax savings!  Any RMD amount 
you request your custodian send DIRECTLY to 

Our Savior’s from your account will be a Qualified Charita-
ble Distribution, which means it will roll over without tax con-
sequences.  No need to worry about whether you will item-
ize your deductions under the new tax law, the distribution 
is not included in your income in the first place! 
     We have a form in the office you can use to request the 
transfer DIRECTLY to Our Savior’s.  However, before you 
do, make sure you consult your financial advisor FIRST.  
They will be able to determine your eligibility, let you know 
how much your RMD is for the year, answer your questions 
and advise you as to whether this transaction makes sense 
for you.     So, pick up a form and contact your financial ad-
visor.  This could be a WIN-WIN for both you and your 
Church! 

$ 

SUPPORT OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
BY SHOPPING AT AMAZONSMILE 

Ordering through Amazon Smile is as easy as  
ordering from Amazon. All of the items are exactly the 
same, but for eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the  
purchase price to the customer’s selected charitable  
organization. Search for and register at AmazonSmile. 
Put in Our Savior's Lutheran Church Cloquet MN as 
your charity. And that's it! Start making your purchases! 
Another great way to support your church. Questions: 
ask at the church office.  

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Christina Kadelbach is graduating from  
Wartburg Seminary! 
 
There will be some kind of 
celebration once she is 
ready for Ordination (she 
needs to get a “call” from 
a church first), some-
where, somehow, depend-
ing on the virus situation. 
In the meantime, feel free 
to greet her with congratulations at her current 
address, 8964 Hwy 37, Iron, MN 55751. 
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“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Church News 

     MISSION  TRIP  DATES 
HAVE BEEN RESCHEDULED 

 

 The June 2020 trip to Kentucky has 

been canceled due to COVID-19. It 

has been rescheduled for July 17-25, 2021. So if there's 

anyone who would like to plan ahead - they have plenty of 

time to do so! The trip costs should stay around $425/

person. Sarah is hoping to bring a team of 12 adults! If 

you have any questions contact Sarah Smith at 859-779-

4905 or sarahingaphoto@gmail.com. It is not too soon to 

be interested or ask questions! Please pray about attend-

ing or donating to this now July 2021 service trip! Thanks!" 

BE THE CHANGE 
          .  

 

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Thanks to all who have been helping reach out to your church family through notes and calls.  If you think about who you would nor-
mally say “Hi” to at church on a Sunday morning…..give them a call, just to check in.  While we need to distance physically to stay 
healthy, it is very important that we look for ways to connect socially and emotionally.  Reaching out is part of stewardship and using 
our God given gifts.  Being a good listener can be a very welcome gift.  A great deal of patience, grace and flexibility will help all of us 
through this difficult time. 

Of course, as a church family we have had a big hole blasted into our budget with the pandemic.  If you find yourself in a position to 
share a monetary gift, please do and help to fill the gaps left by those in our family who find themselves unable to give at this 
time.  Thank you for your generosity of time and talents.                                                                                  

Rejoice     Renew     Reach 

The words also seem from another time, another 
place.  Rejoice? Now? In this time of COVID19. In this time 
of economic struggles for many? Renew?  
Renew what? When? Reach? Yes, right now many things 
are a reach; buying groceries, maintaining relationships, 
determining what is safe to do, where it is safe to go.  
 

But, as believers in Christ and in the spirit he gifts us, we 
can REJOICE in the certainty that people who are working 
so diligently to develop treatments and vaccines will ulti-
mately prevail.  We can RENEW support to the pledges 
we made to the Mission Appeal, to continue the ministry 
and projects to which we committed.  At this time, more 
than we have in a long time, we can REACH deep into our 
individual faith to find the strength to REACH out, support 
each other and continue our commitment to the goals 
and aims of the Mission Appeal Fund.  Your continuing 
support is vital.  Thank you.  

This is a confusing difficult time, but people are trying new recipes, new healthful practices, and new hobbies.  It is a good time to 
try composting and keep all that food waste out of the garbage.  It really doesn't take much. 
1.  Find a small 2 to 3 gallon container with a cover. 
2.  Line with a 1 to 2 gallon compostable (NO PLASTIC) bag, free from Carlton County Transfer Station on Hwy.  210 just west of    
the casino OR purchase at Walmart.   
3.  Keep near the sink. 
4.  Recycle these:  meat and fish scraps, fat, bones  Not these: No loose scraps  
                                 Spoiled or moldy food (no liquid)   No liquids 
                                 Eggshells    No plastic bags, containers or wrap 
                                 Tea bags, coffee grounds, filters   No pet waste or cat litter 
                                 Fruits and vegetables, peels and pits  No diapers  
                                 Cheese and butter    No dirt stones or rocks 
                                 Baked goods, dough, pasta, rice 
                                 Anything that is/was edible 
       
5.  Take the full bag to the transfer station and get  4 fresh bags.  Bags begin to decompose in a week, but can be frozen until you 
have a load worth the trip.  The Transfer Station is open from 8:30 to 4:00 M-F, 8:30 to 1:00 Sat 
We are hoping for a more convenient drop off soon.   
Any questions or input, call  Irene Rudnicki, Jen Behrens or Pastor Karen Linne 

mailto:sarahingaphoto@gmail.com
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 

Certainly, we are living in challenging times. We haven’t worshiped together in our church building since March 

15th, we’re staying home as much as possible, wearing face masks when we do venture out, doing our best to 

stay 6’ away from others, we’ve cancelled anticipated trips, haven’t seen family members in person, had routine 

medical care postponed, haven’t been able to visit friends or families in hospitals, have altered birthday, anni-

versary, wedding and funeral plans, haven’t been able to eat out or enjoy coffee with friends at a café…the list 

goes on and on. You may be feeling frustrated, confined and even a bit brush-batty! One of the difficult things is 

that we don’t know how long our current restrictions will last. I’d do better if I had an end date when we could 

return to “normal.” But we may very well have a new normal to adjust to and when will that arrive? 

   So how do we view these challenges through our lens of faith? Do we pray for instant changes that might be 

unrealistic? Can we find little things to be thankful for? Wonder how God who loves us can allow these things to 

happen? Might we feel frustrated and wonder if there is a God? Do we continue to praise God because we feel 

we have to trust that God will make it all better?  

   We very well may vacillate between various feelings – even about God. There are 149 Psalms (which are the 

first hymns in our book of worship as they were often sung).  Most of the psalms include praises sung or de-

clared to God. But not all of them contain praise and thanksgiving. In fact, seven psalms speak of the despair 

that the author feels. These are called “lament psalms” (see psalm 44, 60, 74, 79, 80, 85, 90). Sometimes, those 

lament psalms may better express what we ourselves are feeling. We might feel forgotten or abandoned by 

God. There’s nothing wrong with feeling that way. Feelings simply are, it’s what you do with your feelings that 

can be positive or negative. Remember, Jesus cried out from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsak-

en me?” (Matt.27:46) Even Jesus, the Son of God, felt forgotten at that time. 

   I share these excerpts that I have read or heard recently and have appreciated. Perhaps some of these will 

resonate with you during these or other challenging times in your life: 
 

   On Sunday, May 3rd, Bishop Tom Aitken shared a service and sermon with all the congregations in the NE MN 

Synod. Here are some excerpts from the sermon Bishop Tom preached on Psalm 23 and John 10:1-10: 
 

 “Notice how Psalm 23 does not declare that God keeps pious people safe from all harm or that your life will be 

danger-free if you pray, read scripture and do good things. It doesn’t say that those who love God will receive a 

protection bubble from illness or the power of wind, water or gravity…. 

   God doesn’t abandon us but leads us through the dangers. Psalm 23 invites us to experience living with trust in 

the goodness of God… 

   God is not a magic rabbit’s foot, or lucky charm. God is the love that brings us hope, the strength to live in ad-

versity, the courage to stand against evil, the joy to live life abundantly as Jesus says in our Gospel lesson today: 

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (verse 10)… 

   We may wish God had made a different kind of world. But this is the world God made and God is still working 

in, redeeming all of creation, all of humankind, even our last “enemies” and tragedies. Christ says to you today: ‘I 

am your gate, I am your shepherd, I am your bread, your sustenance, your resurrection and life.’ And he will 

bring us home one day. You can count on it, today, tomorrow, next week, the rest of your lives and into Eternity.  

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 
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Trust the Story, Trust Jesus. Trust the gospel.  

   To the glory of God, and the good of your neighbor. Amen” 

 

Both of the following prayers are taken from Women’s Uncommon Prayers: Our Lives Revealed, Nurtured,  

Celebrated   Morehouse Publishing 2000 
 

Last two paragraphs are adapted from p. 276 A Prayer After the Oklahoma City Bombing  by The Reverend 

Margaret Bullitt-Jonas (my adaptations are in italics)        

(The Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building was destroyed on April 19, 1995. 168 people, including children at a day-

care center in the building, were killed in the explosion)  
 

   “I cannot hold it all. I hand it to you, Jesus. Hold it with me. And suddenly I see that I am handing you the 

cross: here, you carry it. I cannot. 

   And he has taken it up. He is carrying all of this, all of this. The dead, the hospitalized, those who mourn; those 

who care for those with COVID-19, those who are separated, the frightened, the unemployed, the angry, the sor-

rowful-he is carrying all of this, all of us, every part of us, into the loving heart of God.” 
 

p. 362  For Times of Change  by The Reverend Linda C. Smith-Criddle 
 

   “Assist us, Lord, in living hopefully into the future. In the face of change, help us to set  unnecessary fears aside 

and to recognize our potential for creative response. Help us to develop a reasonable optimism when confronted 

by “the new” and to guard against our own defensiveness. Be with us as we remember and celebrate former 

times, and keep us from unreasonable yearning for them, which takes us from the work you have set before us in 

our time. All this we ask in the name of your Child, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen”  

 

   Yes, even having faith and knowing God loves us does not insulate us from difficult times. God walks with us 

through these challenging times. And if you feel overwhelmed, depressed, without hope, please reach out for 

help. There is no shame in seeking help; it is a sign of strength to do so. There are resources available. We can 

get through this together.  

   I will forever remember seminary Professor Bob Albers saying after his 28-year-old son Joel’s death in a car 

accident in 1999, “I can go to chapel, but I can’t sing. I have to allow the community to carry me.” (We had daily 

chapel at seminary.) Sometimes we need to be carried by others in our faith community and other times we 

need to carry others. We are NOT alone. 

Pastor Karen 

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 
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“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

NHCP News 

If Cloquet schools are closed or have a 2 hour  
late start, New Horizons’ Christian Preschool  

is closed for the day.  

Christian Education Team  

  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Greetings from the Preschool, 
 

 
  We are currently taking registrations for the 
2020/2021 school year.  If you know of someone in-
terested, please pass along our information.  My 
email is: nhcp.director@oursaviorscloquet.org or 
phone number is 218-428-2377.  Registrations can 
be printed off the church website-under Preschool or 
I can mail them to interested families. 
 
We currently have openings for Tuesday and 
Thursday.   Monday, Wednesday and Friday  
classes are filling up, so please call Angel 
Gamache before sending in your registration 
form.   
 
Please mail registrations, along with a $30 registra-
tion fee to: 
NHCP 
615 12th street 
Cloquet, MN 55720 
 
Classes being offered for the 2020/2021 school year 
and tuition: 
 
Discovery Kids:  
 2 days/week from 9 am-noon  $80/month 
  
Pathfinders:  
3 days/week from 9 am-noon  $110/month 
5 days/week from 9 am-noon  $150/month 
  
 Full Day option: 
 3 days/week from 9 am-3 pm  $227/month 
 5 days/week from 9 am-3 pm $345/month 
 
Thank you to everyone who continues to pray for the 
Preschool.  We are so blessed! 
 
In God’s Hands Always, 
Angel Gamache 

NEW HORIZONS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

 
It has been a crazy several months.  We all miss 
seeing you and learning all about God ‘s 
love.  May 29 we graduated our 15 students that 
will enter Kindergarten or Early 5’s next fall.  We 
did this in a bridge ceremony in the parking lot.  It 
has been so hard distancing ourselves and no 
hugs.  We still have spaces for next fall if you know 
of anyone interested.  They should call Angel or 
the church office.  Thank you again for all your 
support and have a great summer! 

 

Thera & the preschoolers 

Looking for a team to join? Christian Education 

would love a few more members. Please let anyone of 

us know if you are interested.  

 

Do you have ideas or suggestions for Christian Edu-

cation? Please feel free to talk to any member of the 

Christian Education team.  

 Roxanne Fredrick – Co-Team Lead  

 Juli Lattner – Co-Team Lead  

 Jennifer Gangelhoff 

 Jennifer Hamilton  

mailto:nhcp.director@oursaviorscloquet.org
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“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Congratulations to our High School Graduates: 
   We wish each of these graduates the very best in their future endeavors: 
Thelema Crider Alayna Crowser Eric Elwood             Jayden Hill           Jacob Huhta 
Conrad Kiehn Emily Matzdorf Kate Owens             Caleb Pertler       Elizabeth Strickland 
Aaron Peterson Lucas Pyrlik Trevon Rudnicki      Abby Rudnicki     Wyatt Senich 
Abby Smith                Sophie Brenner         Jessica Teitelbaum    
 
   We thank our quilters who have been busy creating quilts to present to each of these gradu-
ates before they begin new chapters in their lives. Quilts will be blessed during the June 7th 
worship service. Graduates and up to six members of their families may sign up for a 15-minute 
time slot on Tuesday, June 9th or Wednesday, June 10th between 5:30 and 8:00 p.m. to come to 
the church to receive their quilts and a blessing. (Yes, we will plan on physical distancing!) We 
hope to implement a website that will allow each student to sign up for a time. We will notify 
each grad when this system is available. 
   Our Evening Prayer is a great prayer for times of transition (found on p. 317 in our hymnal): 
“O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not know-
ing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord. AMEN” 
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PPC Minutes 

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

OSLC Parish Planning Council via Zoom 
April 21, 2020 at 6:30 pm 

“To know Christ and to have others know Him”     
 

Present: Pastor Chris, Pastor Karen, Jennifer Hamilton, Duane Buytaert, Brian Kasmierzak, Jan Larson, Mary Krohn, Brad Browers, Juli Lattner, Angel Gamache, Shannon 
Matzdorf, Rob Macauley, Joe Randall, Marty Rye, and Keith Matzdorf 
Sharing of Highs & Lows / Opening Devotion / Opening Prayer 
Approval of last meeting’s minutes – minutes were reviewed from March 17 (sent out electronically), discussed and Jan motioned to approve and Mary seconded and 

they were approved unanimously. 
Treasurer’s Report:  March was on budget overall, carrying over a slight positive to budget YTD.  Offering has been under budget, but so have the expenses (snow plow-

ing, utilities, admin assistant salary).  This is holding true in April as well.  As of this morning Congress was close to another funding of the PPP.  Once I hear it has 
passed, I will contact Frandsen immediately to submit our forms as soon as they will take them.  This is a forgivable loan for up to $50k.  

Jan Larson motioned that we approve Bruce Larson to apply for the Payroll Protection Program loan for up to $50,000, through SBA and Frandsen Bank. Pastor Chris 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Pastor’s Report  (updates during the meeting in bold, italics) 
Faith5 verse:  Psalm 116:1-4 
Ministry Contact: 
Phone! 
Office visits; couple/several per day, those who do seem to appreciate a living face. 
Baptism:  Avery (Kelsey and Nick) Motzko  (looking at joining too), staying connected pending 
Weddings: Two scheduled for coming months… One rescheduled to June 
Electronic Directory: Doing updates, been a great email tool 
Other Ministry 
+ Worship; Sunday YouTube: Watch the numbers!  
+ Confirmation; Going on via Email (working on theme verses) 
+ Pre-Communion Instruction; Sessions sent via email, Bread baking produced for YouTube, follow-up once we can gather in-person. 
+ Bible Study: Wednesday Morning; Sunday Lessons, probably by mail, coming soon 
+ Preschool Chapel: is a YouTube offering 
+ Palanca-Deacons: Via email only 
+ Synod Assembly/Bishop Election: Postponed 
+ Nutritional Assistance Program for Seniors: still being distributed 1st Wednesday of the month, being done outside only 
+ Mobile Food Bank Distribution, 3rd Thursday; will continue; set a record this month. 
+ Ruby’s Pantry: Request for 4th Wednesday of the month; parking lot for pubic distribution; starts tomorrow 4/22 

+ Ali Mueller, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator and Liaison to the community for Carlton County Public Health and Human Services (CCPHHS) during the COVID-19 

pandemic response; Sheltering options for youth who may be positive for COVID-19 and do not have any guardians to care for them while they are in isolation for 14 
days, or possibly healthy youth whose guardians are sick with COVID-19 and are unable to care for them while in isolation depending on their circumstance. CCPHHS 
would provide, staffing, meals, showers, and professional cleaning of the building after the response was over. There would be no contact for any of the congregation 
staff with any of the COVID-19 positive youth while they are at the church. I have sent a building diagram with the rooms the email thread discussion suggested; Sunday 
School rooms around Fellowship Hall. Kelli has been advised of the potential. Awaiting response from Ali. 

Associate Pastor’s Report – January – March quarterly report: 

Services 
Assisted                       Preached                     Preached & presided 
Jan 26, March 1                 Feb. 2, Feb. 26 (Ash Wed)   Jan 12, Feb. 23 (Camp Dir preached) 
Preschool Chapel:   Feb. 19th and 20th  
   Feb. 12th    Attended Zily’s baptism during chapel  
Funerals   Jan 2nd      Eleanor Jania Funeral  (Dec.    planning w/family) 
   Jan 10th    Pat Johnson Funeral   (Jan 7, planning w/family) 
  Feb. 15th     Char Johnson Funeral   (Feb. 11th, planning w/ family) 
Jan 14th   Attended visitation for Jesse Myers  
Feb. 1st    Assisted w/ Jeanne Morreim funeral 

Visits (N. Home Hospital, Homebound, contacts, in-depth 
Hospital:  4 visits (one End of Life) 
Homebound/Nursing Home:  15 people:  7 w/communion, (5 of these more than 30 mn; 1 EOL) 
Updates at church/phone: 13 
Extended visit (greater than 30 min):  6 (including one inactive member) 

Teaching 
Wednesday Bible Study:    I led:  Jan 8, 29; Feb 19                      I attended:  Jan. 22 
Sent commentary out to members on March 31st (when we could no longer meet in person) 
 
Team Leader Reports: 
Christian Education:  We have been providing online Sunday school each week via Facebook. We plan to continue through Mother’s Day. That is when Sunday school 
typically ends. We could consider going further into May, due to good response.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Page 11  

 

PPC Minutes 

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Day camp is canceled. As we see how things progress, we can consider other summer alternatives based on CDC and state recommendations. First Communion training 
delivered via email. We will have to have some follow up with those students.  
Welcome:  Still looking for a new team leader. Planning to help Mary’s group with phone calls. Also can help with reaching out to local neighbors of the church. 
Fellowship:  Team meetings are currently on hold until further notice.  The summer picnic has not yet been scheduled. The Chili Cook-off has been rescheduled for 
Sunday Oct 11th. 
Children, Youth, Family Ministry: We have gotten most of our ministries online or are connecting in other ways!   
We have a high school youth group on Tuesdays at 3:00pm via Zoom (through Zion’s account).  We have a middle school youth group on Wednesdays at 3:00pm via 
Zoom (through Zion’s account).  We have had phenomenal participation in both youth groups.  We have all the students that attended in person attending online plus  
another student that had activities that conflicted with in person youth group.  High school youth group online has far better attendance than in person.  In person we 
had 3-6 students but online we have 8-10 students on a regular basis!   
We are also offering an all student check-in online on Sundays at 7:30pm.  This has also been well attended with up to 16 students attending on one night! This is a time 
that allows for students to talk about anything that they feel like talking about but if students don’t bring anything forward, we have some talking points.   
I’ll be offering a parent support group starting on Tuesday, April 21 at 8:00pm.  It is geared for all parents with children at home during the Coronavirus Pandemic.  It 
will be a time to openly gather and talk about the highs and lows of parenting right now.  I have currently planned two other dates in May but will see how it goes be-
fore committing to more dates.  It will be on Google Meet because I only have the free version of Zoom. 
I’ve been doing a daily, family-friendly devotion called Pandemic Hope.  It provides a short bible reading with a “Faith Practice.”  The Faith Practice is a family friendly 
activity that goes along with the reading.  The devotion is posted on our YouTube channel Mon-Fri. I am regularly sending out cards to kids from ages 3-10.  I send out 
10-20 a week with the hopes of getting them to all students in this age category within the next couple of weeks and then I will print address labels again and continue 
the ministry.  I normally do baptism anniversary cards for all our youth (ages 1-18) but now I am doing ALL baptism anniversaries in our congregation.  I’m currently 
getting May baptism cards ready and there are close to 100 baptism anniversaries! The decision was made to officially cancel the mission trip to North Carolina.  It was 
a difficult decision but all parents that I talked to agreed.  The mission trip company, YouthWorks did not officially cancel even though the week that we were supposed 
to go was no longer available.  The cancellation policy was not great.  We will lose $500 and another $500 will be held for a mission trip next year.  I explained that we 
will not be going on a mission trip next year due to the National Youth Gathering.  They are trying to partner with the ELCA for the National Youth Gathering, so we will 
see what comes of that.  So, basically students lost out on $75 each and the rest will be covered by money that was fundraised. I also message students regularly either 
by text message or through the remind app. Finally, Mary Kohn is heading up a calling tree for all our families!  The hope is that we will touch everyone who has been 
part of Our Savior’s (by baptism, Sunday School, pre communion training, etc.)  
Worship, Arts and Music: The WAM team has been hard at work producing the Lent, Easter, and regular weekly worship services for our online platform and WKLK 
radio in the new format since the first new service was initiated for the 3/22/2020 Sunday service.  New equipment had been acquired a couple of years ago to do this, 
but without the time and personnel to implement, the current pandemic has necessitated putting this new system into service.  A huge thanks to Kirsten and Kelsey Rye 
for doing an amazing job editing our services together to present a very polished and outstanding final worship video experience.  They have invested an incredible 
amount of time to make this possible.  Also, a special thanks to Tim Krohn who has been our faithful camera operator throughout this entire time.  And of course, 
thanks to Pastor Chris and Karen and all the people who contributed to recording special music, and the folks who helped with the Maundy Thursday and Easter morn-
ing altar draping and undraping.  As a result of all these efforts, we are reaching more people than ever before through our online and radio service offerings.Looking 
into getting our services back on CAT-7 also. 
Stewardship:  Supporting calling trees for members ages 65+ and for families with children.  Had about 12 volunteers making the calls. Expanding to families with young 
children next. Put a plea in the April Messenger reminding members that their donations are needed even when we cannot gather in the sanctuary for traditional ser-
vices. 
Palanca Deacons:  Communicating via e-mail and staying in touch. 
NHCP:  Closed but sending information to children and doing on-line chapel services.  Hoping to start back on May 5th, following Cloquet school district’s lead. Getting 
registrations for next year.  
WELCA and Church Properties: no report 
Old Business 
COVID-19 Response – See info above in all reports. Some discussion was held about how we decide when to open the doors again. Most of PPC expects this to go at 

least another month. It will be based on getting info from government and schools and Synod and other. 
Communion delivery for Easter feedback? Good feedback from those called on the phone tree as well as others. Joe suggested we do that monthly. May need to refine 

the logistics somewhat. 
New Business 
Admin assistance position – suggested to get a group together to review the current job description and propose changes. CAT will review it and then work to gather a 

review team. No further communication from Zion regarding the potential sharing of resources. Timing of a new hire was discussed, but no decision made. Another 
thought is to hold a reception for Connie once we can meet again. 

 
Next PPC meeting scheduled for 5/19/20 at 6:30 pm (likely on-line meeting?). 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted by Keith Matzdorf, Secretary 
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Sunday Readings for June 

                         1st Lesson                            Psalm                          2nd Lesson                   Gospel Lesson    

7th             Genesis 1:1-2:4a    Psalm 8                2 Corinthians 13:11-13    Matthew 28:16-20              

14th           Exodus 19:2-8a               Psalm 100               Romans 5:1-8                    Matthew 9:35-10:8-23 

21st            Jeremiah 20:7-13           Psalm 69:7-18         Romans 6:1b-11               Matthew 10:24-39 

28th           Jeremiah 28:5-9             Psalm 89:1-4,5-18   Romans 6:12-23                Matthew 10:40-42 
       The Sunday Service may or may not be using all of these texts. 

Community Memorial Hospital continues to need 
cloth face masks to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. If anyone is able to make the masks 
and donate to CMH, they can be dropped off inside 
the front doors of the hospital between 9am-3pm 
Monday-Friday in a bin clearly marked for face-
masks. Thank you. 

Thank you all for your kindness and sympathy at 

the time of the passing of our sister, Victoria Diver.  

Your prayers and words of comfort were very 

much appreciated. 

Joseph Peterson and Constance Hopp 

Praying for those affected by the Corona Virus – All of Us!! 
  On May 24th, in our intercessory prayers during our worship services, we began praying for people who have been affected by 

the corona virus. Certainly, all of us have been affected! E-mail us at email@oursaviorscloquet.org (preferred) or call the church 

to let us know your name and which of the following  categories best fits you.    

  Note that we will mention only the categories in our prayers during worship. The names will be shared with the nine members 

of the Palanca Deacons group who will pray individually for people working in these areas the following week. 

    

May 24th  We prayed for all those in Educational Systems: aides, teachers, food service, bus drivers, janitors, secretaries,  

principals, etc 

June 7th Our HS and college graduates will be mentioned by name (yes, this is an exception) 

 
People working in these areas will be prayed for (on dates to be determined): 
Prison System, First Responders: EMT's/Police/Fire 
Medical Systems: Staff at clinics, hospitals, nursing homes, group homes ,etc. (food service,   
  housekeepers, therapists, nurses, physicians, etc.) 
Hospitality Industry  
Retail Services 
Personal services (salons, massage therapists, manicurists, etc.) 
Essential workers not previously named (postal workers, sanitation services, grocery    
  store workers, delivery drivers, road maintenance workers, etc.) 
Those who have had their hours cut or are unemployed All others who are sheltering in place who were not previously men-
tioned.    
   Let us know if there is another category we should include. The Sundays, we will announce workers in the category or catego-
ries we’ll be praying for the following week. Please e-mail your information to the church at any time. Consider it another 
“experiment” which helps us support one another. 

mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Gifts and Memorials: 

In honor of their 38th wedding anniversary from 

Steve Korby & Jan Salo-Korby to the General 

Fund 

In memory of Penny Wait from JoAnne Pearson 

to Gifts & Memorials Fund 

In memory of Carolyn Watson’s son, Terry, from 

Scot & Jackie Scheldorf to the General Fund 

In honor of Beth Lavan’s baptism from Betty  

Lavan to Baptismal Supplies Fund 
Radio Broadcast for May and June 

 Joyce Jerde in memory of her daughter   

      Laurie Ann Johnson 

 Bruce and Jan Larson in memory of Bruce’s 

parents 75th wedding anniversary 

 Bruce and Jan Larson in memory of Jan’s  

parents 71st wedding anniversary 

 Linda Holmstrand in memory of Ken 

Holmstrand’s birthday 

 WELCA 

 Pat and Dave Meister in honor of the front 

line heroes. 

 

Sunday Readings for July 

                         1st Lesson                            Psalm                          2nd Lesson                   Gospel Lesson    

5th        Zechariah 9:9-12 Psalm 145:8-14 Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 11:16-19,25-30     

12th      Isaiah 55:10-13 Psalm 65:1-13              Romans 8:1-11 Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

19th      Isaiah 44:6-8          Psalm 86:11-17 Romans 8:12-25 Matthew 13:24-30,35-43 

26th      1 Kings 3:5-12  Psalm 119:129-136 Romans 8:26-39 Matthew 13:31-33,44-52        
       The Sunday Service may or may not be using all of these texts. 

Church Records 

 Apr 

2020 

Budget 

Apr 

 2020 

Actual 

Jan-Apr 

YTD  

2020 

Budget 

Jan-Apr 

YTD 

2020 

Actual 

             

Income 

28,885 29,128 97,175 95,660 

 

Expenses         

26,121 25,257 105,642 101,559 

2020 Net                     

Income 

2,764 3,871 (8,467) (5,899) 

2019 Net 

Income 

2,512 2,432 (4,821) (10,965) 

Date YouTube 

Audience 

Offering Offering  

Needed 

Apr 19 168 3619 5625 

Apr 26 130 2090 5625 

May 3 138 5978 4875 

May 10 133 8572 

 

4875 

  20,259 21,000 

   

          Deaths 

        Vicki Ross 
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorship 
If you would be willing to sponsor a radio broadcast, 
please let the office know. The cost is $65.00 per service.  
There are six open dates in June and July. Our worship 
service is aired on Station WKLK 1230AM on Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Thank you! 

SIMPLY GIVING 
For those of you who use             
Simply Giving for your                 
offering, there are pink cards             
available in the pews for you to use.  
How it works:  To show your sup-
port of using Simply Giving, place the card in the offering plate.  
It’s that easy.  This gives other members a visual and reminder of 
the Simply Giving program.   If you are not enrolled in  Simply  
Giving, and would like to be, there are forms in the office, in the 
Narthex, and on our Church website. www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

This is our 70th year of 
radio broadcasts on 

WKLK!! 

Are you interested in receiving the Messenger via 
email and not the postal service?  

Call the office at 879-1535 and with your  
preferred email address. This option saves Our Savior’s  

paper, printing, and postage costs! 

Please contact the church office when you or  
a loved one are hospitalized or when a death  
occurs so we can support and care for you or 

your loved one. 

Smartphone Apps for Contributing! 
We can now accept contributions using a 
mobile application available for FREE.  
Simply go to your App Store, search for 
GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the appli-
cation and fill in the blanks.  Thereafter,  
when you want to give, simply click on 

the icon, sign on and donate.   
SO SIMPLE!   

If you do not wish to use the regular cof-
fee cups when serving coffee, there are 
paper cups in the metal cabinet in the 

kitchen.  Please do not use foam cups or 
plates. Be Kind To The Environment. 

Prayer Chain 
Please call the Church office with  

your prayer chain requests. 

office matters 

Help Wanted: Administrative Assistant, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

If you view Our Savior’s Church Office as an extension of the Mission and Ministry of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
(OSLC), this is the part-time position for you. You will be able to provide a warm and welcoming atmosphere to all who 
come to the office. You will be able to assist members and visitors with their needs as it relates to the business of the 
church, as well as provide secretarial services to the pastoral staff and assist church leaders. You will be able to coordi-
nate the overall functions of the church office, including as Financial Secretary.  
For more information, send your Résumé, or to request a full Job Description, contact: 
Pastor Chris Hill                218-879-1535            pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 
615 12th St. 
Cloquet, MN  55720 

A team has been formed to address issues  

related to returning to more normal ministry 

schedules. Stay tuned. 

mailto:pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 

 

Senior Pastor:        Pastor Chris Hill (ext 11) 

                         pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                                                            (320)279-2374 

 

Associate Pastor:               Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12) 

karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:                       (ext. 10) 

email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children Youth and Family Director:  Jennifer Hamilton 

(ext. 17) jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Bookkeeper:                                           Bruce Larson 

  bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:    Ryan Hanson, Director 

ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:                     Administrative Assistant 

 

New Horizons Christian Preschool:    

Director:                               Angel Gamache (ext. 19)  

                       NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Teacher:                                             Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 

We will return to these time when we are able 

 

Church office hours: 

Monday: 8-3 

Tuesday:  8-3 

Wednesday: 8-3 

Thursday: 8-3 

Friday:  8-12   

                                                                                   

Sunday Worship Times: 

Traditional Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .. . . .8:30am 

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  . . . 9:30am 

Contemporary Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 10:45am 

 

W e ’ r e  o n the  w e b!  
w w w . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for our 

members of our congregation  currently serving in 

the military.  Please contact the Church office for 

any other members we may have missed or if any 

of these names should be taken off. 

Skylar Scheer        Alex Lingren                                                    

Tim Schlenvogt     Erika Blesener       

Chris Vanderpool   Jessica Lingren     

Tim Larson              River DeMars 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

   Edgewood Vista 

Pat Meisner 

    Evergreen Knoll 

Joyce Fuller 

Charlene Hagen 

   Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

       Suncrest 

Mabel Clemens 

Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

Inter-Faith Care Center 

Ricard Puumala 

Art Johnson 

    Plainview-Scanlon 

Arlene Anderson 

Connie Hopp 

  Sunnyside Health Care  

Anita Fountain 

Elaine Huliares 

John Huliares 

Dick Nelson 

            

     

The Radio Broadcast is on WKLK 1230 AM  
at 10:30 AM on Sundays.   

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Sunday  
at 3:30pm & Wednesday at 3:30pm 

On YouTube .com as Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Cloquet MN  

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

     Deadline for submitting  articles is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted after deadline will 
be published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail 
your articles to:  email@oursaviorscloquet.org 
Note: This newsletter is for June and July. 
     August 2020 news deadline:  July 15 by noon.   
Thank you for your  cooperation and  
understanding.    

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art
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