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      It is an odd thing your church plans to do this summer here at church. Odd, yet it is a plan thatôs 
been repeated for a number of years, a plan that works (in an odd sort of way) each year. Basical-
ly? We plan to fail. There may be a few alarm bells going off in some heads right now. Thatôs okay; 
thatôs a good thing. What is this odd plan? Our Saviorôs reduces our worship offerings by half in the 
summer. That is a 50% cut in services provided, and odd approach if you want to grow. The lack of 
pew-filling crowds that come with the shift in seasons, the long hard winter of commitment from 
musicians and singers are factors that drive the plan. While pursuing a strategy that seems 
ñrealistic,ò are we unintentionally declaring that worship in the summer is not as important as the 
rest of the year? I wonder if that does not then affect the over-all perception of the importance of 
worship in the life of the Baptized. ñIf it is not so important in the summer, why should I think it im-
portant the rest of year?ò Could this also be influencing the thought process that has led some to 
repeatedly suggest that we ought to ñgo to one service year óroundò? 
      The May 15 Parish Planning Committeeôs (PPC) meeting included some time looking at what 
the Our Saviorôs Constitution and Bylaws say about the task and description of the PPC. We came 
across (and paused for a moment to contemplate its deeper meaning) this provision: (BL.8.02.h) 
ñModel the life styles and ministry expected of all baptized persons.ò  Whatever else that means 
(and it is a powerful statement) it must include worship. Do you not think so? 
      As the sub-committee tasked with discerning how to respond to Our Saviorôs staffing needs 
(The Staff Discernment Team) has gone about its work (in a very robust fashion! Look for an up-
date in the pages that follow), the need to connect people of all ages in relationships of spiritual 
growth, ñJesus followingò and worship has become evident.  
      As I look back at the ñLetter of Callò this congregation used to connect me to this ministry, and 
the study documents this congregation produced during that process, ñworshipò is all over the place 
as a priority. 
     So what does this mean? 
      One thing it means is that this summer there are plans in the works to make each worship week 
extra special. Not every week has a big thing planned, but many do: 

May 27;  ñNew Wineò Singers 
June 3; ñDr. Manno;ò Haiti Medical Mission (Mary Krohn) 
June 10; Graduate and Quilter Recognition 
July 1; ñHoly Hootenaniersò 

      One Sunday per month will be Classic Traditional, Organ-based worship. One Sunday each 
month will be led by the Praise Team. There may be a couple Sundays this summer of ñOld Fash-
ioned Hymnsò and perhaps a ñNew Song Sundayò to explore some of the fun music in the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Worship (ELW) worship book that we have yet to experience (there are some amaz-
ing resources in there!). 
      Another thing that Our Saviorôs long and deep commitment to quality and meaningful worship 
experiences means going forward is that this is not the time to move to only one service year-
óround. With the Rejoice Renew Reach Mission Emphasis in full swing, energy is being directed 
toward ñrenewingò growth. In the future our growth might include a strategy for worship schedule 
modifications. At this point, each of Our Saviorôs Sunday worship services has a dedicated follow-
ing, either for reasons of ñtime of dayò or worship style. The potential for ñrenewalò ought to result in 
an increased participation in worship. 
      As you may discern from this article, I do find it odd to cut back in the summer. I understand 
why it happens. In the midst of it, I encourage all of you to keep regular worship attendance a vital 
part of your summer plans. Bring your summer company to worship on Sundays at 9:30. Volunteer 
to sing a song or play a tune some summer Sunday. Get a group together for a special music offer-
ing. Try to stay open to the experience from ñthe other serviceò that will be on the schedule each 
month. Get a group of children together to sing an action song. There are lots of ways that together 
we can transcend the odd plan this summer and worship like the Bible encourages, ñin Spirit and in 
truth.ò 

I am on that journey with you! 
         Pastor Chris 
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CHURCH NEWS 

We are in need of sound board operators for  
both services. When four people are scheduled,  
you only have to run it one Sunday a month.  

Please contact Dave Templeton. 

VLM News  
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 

 ..in Godôs Great Northwoods! 

Camp Hiawatha ~ Camp Vermilion 

  ǿǿǿΦ±[aŎŀƳǇǎΦƻǊƎ ω ǾƭƳϪ±[aŎŀƳǇǎΦƻǊƎ ω улл-оом-рмпу ω нму-ссс-рпср 
 /ŀƳǇ IƛŀǿŀǘƘŀΣ осфпп /ŀƳǇ IƛŀǿŀǘƘŀ wŘΦΣ 5ŜŜǊ wƛǾŜǊΣ ab 
/ŀƳǇ ±ŜǊƳƛƭƛƻƴΣ нррр ±ŜǊƳƛƭƛƻƴ /ŀƳǇ wŘΦΣ /ƻƻƪΣ ab 

Golf Scramble June 22 at Camp Vermilion 
Bluegrass Festival July 28 at Camp Vermilion 

 
Mentor a group of campers and teach them about something you 
love to do! Come up to camp this summer and lead one of our 

VLM Journeys! 
 

     Last summer we invited our week-long campers to "journey" with 
us: to spend time each week learning a lifelong skill from an experi-
enced mentor, specialist, or guest artist. We are excited to continue 
this experience for another summer, and we need your help to offer 
exciting new activities! A Journey is a 2-hour block of time during the 
camp day for campers to focus on learning new skills such as canoe-
ing, music, dance, theater, sports, arts, and more. 
     As a Journey mentor, you are welcome to spend the entire week 
with us as your schedule allows, but you can also be at camp only on 
the days you will be teaching and sharing. It is our hope to offer 4-6 
different Journey options for campers to choose from each 
week!  You are able to determine how many campers are ideal for the 
activity you are leading, but our hope is that each Journey can accom-
modate at least 10 campers.  If your activity does not have a maxi-
mum number, we will need to work with you to maintain a 10:1 camp 
to adult ratio. You are welcome to invite your own assistants as need-
ed, or to talk with our leadership staff to secure additional staff help.  
     We can't wait to explore and learn with you! For more information 
about Journeys, contact Gretchen Bachman, Director of Operations, 
at (218)666-5465 or gretchen@vlmcamps.org.  

{ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ά.ǳȅ-!-.ǳƭōέ  
/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 

²ŜΩǊŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ōȅ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƭƛƎƘǘōǳƭōǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ [95 
ƭƛƎƘǘǎΗ  ¢ƘŜ ōŀƭŎƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ млл ōǳƭōǎ 
ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜΦ  9ŀŎƘ ōǳƭō 
Ŏƻǎǘǎ ϷнсΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƎǊŜŜƴ ƎƻŀƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƻǊ ǎŜŜ 
/ƻƴƴƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ  
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΗ  

Deacons are looking to fill one open spot. We 

have (1) -three year opening. Please contact a 

Deacon or Pastor Chris if you are interested.  

Have you been thinking about becoming a member of 
Our Saviorôs? We are starting to organize a new member 
list. If you are considering joining or have already dis-
cussed joining with the Pastor, stop by the office and pick 
up a new member packet.  Inside you will find infor-
mation about us, forms to be filled out, name badge order 
form, and other helpful pamphlets. We are looking to get 
detailed information from interested new members, so 
that we can start organizing a New Member Service.  
Packets are ready in the office.  

Third Annual Chili Cook Off 

Our Saviorôs Third Annual Chili Cook Off was held on Sunday April 22nd.  The chili was great and a fun time was 
had by all. There were 10 varieties of chili to taste as well as Pastor Chrisô ñChillyò (ice cream sundae). The New 
Horizonôs Preschool shared a ñpotò of fruit snacks and information about their school and upcoming open house. 
There was a large assortment of unique and fun silent auction items. The 2018 cookôs trophy goes to Aili 
Buytaert, a young lady who cooked up her special recipe and won over the crowd. The planning committee 
would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all the cooks, the Ministry Teams and individuals who donated Si-
lent Auction items, those who came early to set up and stay late to clean up, and to everyone who attended and 
bought tokens, ate chili and bid on the silent auction.  Thanks to the generosity of those in attendance the 
church raised $2,115 toward our Rejoice, Renew, Reach Mission Appeal. 

mailto:gretchen@vlmcamps.org
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FOOD FOR 5 MEALS - $1.00 
The first Sunday of the month is designated as Food 
Shelf Sunday. Just $1.00 can provide food for 5 meals 
through the program at 2nd Harvest Food Bank in Du-
luth. The monetary gifts collected will help both 2nd Har-
vest and Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a real bargain 
that every family can take part in. May we share our 
blessings with those in need.  
THANK YOU for your continued support. It's greatly ap-
preciated. 

Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula  - Co-chairs          
Marchôs Contribution was $423.20 

CHURCH NEWS 

Hi- 
Just a note and a big Thank 
You for the hymnal I used 
last Sunday at Faith Luther-
an Church in Dickinson, 
Texas that you so thought-
fully sent us after Hurricane 
Harvey flooded our church. 
It was a blessing to know 
that  you all were so kind to 
help. After the water went 

out of the church, the hymnals swelled up so that we 
couldnôt get them out of the pew racks. We are now 
worshiping in Fellowship Hall and everything will be 
back in order eventually with Godôs Blessings. 

Thank you again and may God Bless you all. 
Judy Tamcke 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Second Harvest Food Distribution 
Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church 
3rd Thursday of Every Month 

from 10:00am-Noon 
Come help us REACH out  
to our community. 

Contact Krista Barber 
kbarber0303@gmail.com or  
218-481-3765 to be added  
to the volunteer list 

Picnic and worship service 
   The Fellowship Team is hosting a picnic and worship service on Wednesday 
July 18th at Our Saviorôs.  The youth who are attending the ELCA National Youth 
Gathering in Houston this summer will speak about their experience.  If the weath-
er is nice, bring your lawn chairs or blankets as we hope to be outside.  We will 
have this event rain or shine. In case of rain, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall. 

5:30-6:30  picnic and fellowship 
(hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans, potato chips) 

6:30   informal worship service  
Ice Cream will be served immediately after the service. There will be a free will 

donation for the picnic.   
Come and join us! Bring the whole family. 

Mark your calendars to come and enjoy hearing about  

our Haiti mission work directly from Dr. Manno during 
Sunday service on June 3rd. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION  
RECOGNITION SERVICE  
Our Saviorôs Lutheran 
Sunday, June 10th 
9:30am Service 

 
All are invited to come congratulate our  

graduates and wish them well as they prepare  
for the next chapter in their lives.  

mailto:kbarber0303@gmail.com
tel:(218)%20481-3765
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CHURCH NEWS 

STAFF DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE 

     The committee has been meeting weekly.  There were nine volunteers to be on the committee (although eve-

ryone is welcome!).  The nine include Pastor Chris, Rich Krikava, Bill Schlenvogt, Brian Kazmierczak, Julie Beal, 

Juli Lattner, Thera Wiersma, Sherri Waller, and Lauren Herbert. 

     The first meeting focused on basic information.  Pastor discussed our history of Church leaders employed, 

Rich covered the Mission Appeal campaign, Bruce reviewed financial projections and parameters, and Julie dis-

cussed the organizational process to get us to the goal of a written position description(s) that would lead to the 

hiring stage. 

     The second meeting started with a discussion of WHY are we (Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church) here.  What is 

our mission?  After listing nine ñwhyôsò, the committee moved on to the discussion of WHAT are our needs to 

achieve the WHY.  While 21 needs in the youth, Christian education and family ministry areas were listed, an-

other 19 items were included in a more general category of needs. 

     The future timeline will start with the next meeting on May 17 at which the group will add to, revise and con-

solidate the lists above.  Then the prioritization process will begin.  Once completed it will be merged with the 

financial aspects to guide us to the hiring process.  The goal is to have the position description(s) drafted by the 

end of June.   If clergy or a rostered deacon is suggested, a formal call process would be required.  If not, we 

will also look to the Synod to help us decide where and how to best advertise for non-rostered  candidates. 

Bruce Larson 

STEWARDSHIP REPORTS 
     Stewardship ï the careful and responsible management of 
what has been entrusted to oneôs care. 
     You have so many opportunities to steward the many gifts and 
blessings God has given you, many of these opportunities through 
your church.  As you read through this Messenger, look for ways 
that you could be involved.  Which activities in your church com-
munity speak to you? Where are you called to serve? 
     The stewardship team would love to have additional members.  
Our goal this year is to share as many stories as possible of the 
good things happening through your church. For example we 
would love to have folks willing to snap photos of some of the 
many activities going on so that we can tell these stories and share 
all that is going on with the entire congregation.  Please contact 
any of the church officers or staff if you would like to help. 

Godôs Work Our Hands  

Our Saviorôs will again be joining several other local 
churches in community service for a special Godôs Work 
Our Hands day.  This great day of service was initially start-
ed through the ELCA.  In Cloquet it has expanded to a wid-
er community service event.  Save Sunday September 
23rd to join hands in helping your neighbors with needed 
yard work, helping prepare health and baby kits or sewing 
childrenôs clothes to be used locally and globally, or work-
ing in community parks and gardens.    Help show that Lu-
therans are people who are willing to roll up their sleeves 
and ñdo stuffò!  Be part of Godôs Work Our Hands on Sep-
tember 23

rd
 (and throughout the year). 

Second Harvest Food Distribution ï the third Thursday 
of each month 

This Second Harvest mobile food pantry in Our Saviorôs 
parking lot has been very successful!  Each month a crew 
of 15 to 20 volunteers help direct cars through the distribu-

tion as well as helping to bag produce and place the food 
into the recipientôs cars.  Recipients provide information for 
need based forms that are completed by Second Harvest 
staff.  The number of families served have ranged from 
250 to 280 each month.  Typically we have had 1 to 3 vol-
unteers from Our Saviorôs and we would love to have a 
more visible OSLC presence with this group.  The food 
distribution typically takes place between 9 am and noon.  
Here is an opportunity to literally be the hands that provide 
needed food - ñI was hungry and you fed meò!  Contact 
Krista Barber at 218-481-3765. 

Class of 2018! We celebrate with the following students 
and their families of our congregation that will be graduat-
ing from High School. Congratulations to each of you! We 
give thanks to God for each of you and ask that He will 
continue to guide and lead you.  
      James Deppa                    Tyler Falk 
      Solomon Hartung               Nikko Kiehn 
      Claira Krikava                     Sophia Krikava 
      Ethan Matzdorf                   Jessica Olson 
      Hailey Owens                     Jordan Peil 
      Jacob Pyrlik                        Travis Rahkola 
      Isaak Remus                      MacKenzie Roehl 
      Tylor Roseth-LeBrasseur   Morgan Smith 
      Zack Vanderpool                Sam Godbout 
      Dylan Lauer 

tel:(218)%20481-3765
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CHURCH NEWS 

Haiti  

Please join your church family on June 3rd at the 9:30 am ser-
vice to hear more about the Haiti mission that your church sup-

ports.  Mary Krohn will share a little of her experiences this 
year with the Ministry in Medical Mission ós (MMM) mobile 

medical clinics in the Limbeô area of Haiti.  Then we will be 
blessed by Dr Emmanual Mareus (affectionately known as Dr. 

Manno) , sharing his story.  He will share how he came to be 
especially drawn to helping diabetic patients in his community.  
Few of his patients can afford even the most basic of medical 

care.  He provides what he can for free.  Stay to enjoy coffee 
and chat with Dr. Manno after the service about life in Haiti.  A 

free-will offering will be collected which will be used to pur-
chase diabetic supplies for his patients.   (Since this is will be 

the first Sunday of the month, the monthly food shelf collection 
will be postponed to the second Sunday in June.) 

Rejoice! Renew! Reach! 

As part of the Rejoice! Renew! Reach campaign 

your church committed 5% of the funds raised to the 

Cloquet Second Harvest Backpack Program and 5% 

to the ELCA World Hunger.   

The Second Harvest Backpack Program is a tre-

mendous local outreach to ensure that food vulnera-

ble children in our community have a couple of 

meals  over the weekend.  Most of these children 

depend heavily on the school lunch program as a 

primary food source during the week but they have 

less secure food supplies on the weekends. 

We have nearly 100 children in Cloquet receiving 

backpacks of food each weekend.  $1242 will pro-

vide a backpack each weekend of the school year 

for 8 children.  With what the Rejoice Renew Reach 

campaign has received this far, OSLCôs  5% dona-

tion will provide food for 24 kids for 1 school 

year.  Awesome! 

ELCA World Hunger 

More than 800 million people - that's 11 percent of 

people in our world today - are hungry. 

As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. 

We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and gets to 

work.  ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned 

to reach communities in need. From health clinics to 

microloans, water wells to animal husbandry, com-

munity meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World 

Hunger make it possible for the ELCA to respond, 

supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root 

causes of hunger and poverty in nearly 60 countries 

around the world  

Roof Update  

Hallelujah!  Celebrate!  The roof portion over the 
fellowship hall has been replaced and the roof over 
the entry canopy has been repaired with your Mis-
sion Appeal funds!  Thank you! 

Coming this fall - Sunday School  
Renewed. Details to come soon! 

Via de Cristo 

     De Colores! We met on May 6, 2018 after the sec-

ond service. Our next meeting is scheduled for Sep-

tember 9th. 

     As a reminder, Via de Cristoôs Menôs October 4-7 

Weekend and Womenôs October 11-14 Weekend will 

both be held at Zion Lutheran Church, 2901 South 

Highway 169, Grand Rapids, MN. We pray we will be 

well represented! 

     Have a wonderful, sunny, warm, bug-free summer! 

To Our Saviorôs Friends & Family 
Thank you for remembering us with your 

thoughts, presence, prayers and memorial gifts  
to honor Arlin. Thank you also to the WELCA 
women for serving the luncheon, and the staff  

for the wonderful service.  
In Godôs Peace, 

Emily Debele & family 
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Small Groups  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meets monthly to discuss various books of interest 
For both men and women 

For more information please contact  
Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

 
Wednesdays From 10am-11am 

 

Meets in Triple Rooms 3-4-5 
Read and discuss the upcoming  
Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Chris 
 

Please Come Join Us! 

Youth News  

 

At Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church 

615 12th StreetðCloquet 

in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, June 7th 8:00 amð7:00 pm 

Friday, June 8th 8:00 amð1:00 pm 

Consider donating your gently used items to the 

Spring 2018  
Our Saviorõs Church 

RUMMAGE SALE  
Donation  Drop Off Information:  

Items will continue to be collected now  
until the day of the sale.: 

Deliver your items to the church office or between 
8am and 3pm Monday ðFriday.  

Items should be clean and gently used 
 

We will not be acceptingé  
Car seats                        Televisions  
High Chairs                     Pack and Plays 
Computers                       Cribs  
Large Appliances (Stoves, Refrigerators, Wash-
ers, Dryers)                     Exercise Equipment
  
 
THANK YOU For your donations! 

Proceeds benefit the Youth and adults 
 attending the ELCA  

National Youth Gathering 

Follow the ELCA Youth Gathering this Summer 
     Later this month, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the ELCA will gather in Houston for a 
week of faith formation-the ELCA Youth Gathering. Theyôll engage in the theme ñThis Changes Everythingò guided by 
Ephesians 2:8; ñFor by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.ò The 
days will be filled with interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, with the goal that every young 
person will grow in faith and be challenged and inspired to live their faith in daily life. 
     Explore all the aspects of the ELCA Youth Gathering program at ELCA.org/Gathering, and experience the Gathering 
with participants in Houston this summer by following the stories on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter using 
#ELCAYG2018.  
     Our Saviorôs and Zion are sending 15 youth, 4 adults, and 3 servant companions to participate in this amazing event! 
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