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OUR SAVIOR’S SHARED JOURNEY 

Ministry Revealed 

We (I am not sure what the right word is…) survived…, celebrated…, endured…, adapted to…, 
enjoyed…, tolerated…, a COVID Christmas. Whatever word fits your experience of it, I pray that the 
true message of it, the hope, peace, joy and love of it, the “God incarnate” of it, made a vital 
difference in your life. I suppose we will see about that in the coming days. Sometimes it is hard to 
know early on what kind of lasting impact (if any) an experience will reveal in your life. 
 
The ancient Church, as it shaped the yearly flow of worship seasons we as Lutherans still embrace, 

seemed to have understood this. Epiphany follows Christmas. Epiphany allows us to ask questions of our lives like “what 
does it mean to us that Jesus is born?” “What is God’s appearance in the world way back then doing to my life now?” The 
Sunday Gospel lessons for Epiphany guide us in our shared, communal exploration of that “revealing,” and, together with the 
other Sunday readings, will help us see if the Christmas message of “peace on earth, good will toward humanity” can really 
take hold in this world. Sometimes it seems like “peace and goodwill” are not making much progress in our world. The 
message of Epiphany is that God is at work, revealing hope, peace, joy, and love in real people like you.  
May it truly be so among us; I am on that journey with you. 
 
This year Epiphany will also reveal an ever-widening variety of ways the faith community surrounding Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church of Cloquet can work together to support those human acts of hope, peace, joy and love. 
 
We have seen remarkable support from the larger expressions of our Church, the Synod and the ELCA in the past 
challenging months. Pastor Karen, Children Youth and Family Ministry Director Jennifer and I have been prayed for, 
encouraged, supplied with ideas, and in general, had our ministry leadership supported by the ministry leaders of the 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod and Church wide ELCA. Our Savior’s has been able, in the past three years as a part of the 
Rejoice Renew Reach Mission Appeal to provide financial support for the World Hunger ministries of the Synod and Church 
wide ELCA. Beyond that special appeal, Our Savior’s has been unable to financially support those larger expressions of our 
church for a number of years. Together, you and I need to creatively explore ways to return to vigorous support of our 
church, including Voyager’s Outdoor Ministry. Our new Synod Bishop, Amy Odgren has pledged to continue to support us 
here at Our Savior’s. The rest of the Synod staff has a proven history of being there for us. Elsewhere in this Messenger you 
can find a listing of the newly identified Synod Ministers who will be serving us and how they will serve with us. 
Supporting the work of our church is vital in these times; I am on that journey with you. 
 
Another facet of the ever-widening variety of ways the faith community surrounding Our Savior’s can work together that is 
being explored this Epiphany has to do with re-imagining the impact of the Rejoice Renew Reach Mission Appeal for the 
longer haul of Our Savior’s ministry. Officially the Mission Appeal wrapped up this past September. You may have noted, 
however, that you were asked to consider continuing your financial support for it in 2021. There was a letter sent with that 
encouragement as well as an option on your “Pledge Card” to share your plans to continue your support. (The results of the 
Mission Appeal as a whole are detailed in this year’s Annual Report for Our Savior’s Annual Meeting on January 24. I 
encourage you to look for that report; it will be mailed to Our Savior’s members this year to assure we all get it in a timely 
fashion in preparation for the Remote Annual Meeting. Details of how that meeting will work will be coming soon.) 
The re-imagining of the impact of the Mission Appeal is necessary. The financial realities of supporting the work of Our 
Savior’s Church, and especially the Ministry Staff, have evolved considerably as a result of the successes of the Rejoice 
Renew Reach Mission Appeal. Thanks to you and your support, Our Savior’s has an excellent crew of Ministry Staff in place 
serving you and serving with you with a consistent message of hope, peace, joy and love, made real in our world today. 
 
Continuing to prayerfully and financially support that ministry is vital; I am on that journey with you too! 

The 

Messenger 
January 2021 

Pastor Chris 
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 
Some Christmas Chuckles & Bible Bullets 

    If you are up for a funny Christmas Program scene, check out the 1998 film “Simon Birch.” While not a film for 
young kids (it’s 114 minutes long and rated PG), I used to show scenes 16 through 18 to my confirmation 
students for two reasons: 1) Simon always ends up playing Baby Jesus in the church nativity play because even 
though he’s 12, he fits in the creche due to his short stature. The whole play goes awry because of Simon’s 
actions, and it is absolutely hilarious! 2) Simon is called into the Episcopal Priest’s office to be reprimanded and 
they sling “Bible bullets” at each other (citing various scripture passages). The scriptures are accurately quoted 
from Proverbs but do contradict each other. People still do that today. ALL SCRIPTURE IS NOT CREATED 
EQUAL!!! Which scripture do you think is more important: “If your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out,” (Mtt 5:29) 
or “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” (Mtt 22:39). Both are certainly in the Bible, but the verse about 
loving one’s neighbor is definitely more important. It’s not enough to know that something is found in the Bible, 
one must also know the context in which it is written and also the historical setting. I Corinthians 14:34 is often 
cited for not ordaining women. I wrote about that in the October 2020 newsletter as the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of American (ELCA) has ordained women for 50 years. 
    Remember, there are various types of Lutherans: Missouri Synod, Apostolic Lutheran, Wisconsin Lutheran, 
ELCA, etc. One of the things I really appreciate about our ELCA denomination is that we have statements on 
various issues. Scholars (who are much smarter than I, have examined different issues and have found they are 
not always black and white but various shades of gray! Some of these issues include: women & justice, 
pornography, human rights, commercialism, abortion, etc. These can be found on our denomination’s 
website  ELCA.org.  We live in an imperfect world. We are at the same time saints and sinners. Always, the love 
of grace and God take priority. If I had to condense our ELCA theology into one word, it would be grace! What’s 
the most important aspect of our ELCA faith for you? 
  

Expanding my Technological Skills (ever so slightly!) 
   My dad used to say, “You’re not going to learn any younger!” Well, I did try something new. While 

quarantining at home due to air travel, I worked on various projects. One of them was working on a Bible 

orientation for our second graders who recently received their Bibles. Other than recording “happy birthday” for 

our sons and their families, this was my first experience with recording a video on my phone. I set up an area in 

the bedroom, had the phone on a stand, pulled out my file from previous orientations I’d taught in person, 

pulled out the Hebrew and Greek alphabets, etc. I even fixed my hair and put on mascara (this does not happen 

at home). I even put on a clergy shirt (this only happens when I’m in an official role such as presiding at a funeral 

at a funeral home). I was set! The door was shut. Shortly thereafter, my retired husband Mark came in! I started 

over; the phone rang. I started over. I reviewed it; I had misstated something. Then Mark decided to cut down a 

couple stumps with a chainsaw! Well…it took about three hours to complete a 16 minute video (others affirmed 

these videos generally take that long to record)! Katie, our administrative assistant, needed to work with it to 

get it on YouTube and insert the alphabets and four pictures (I’ll never get to her skill level)! Feel free to watch it 

yourself if you need a Biblical refresher. I do think I started smirking when the cell phone started ringing in the 

other room! Recording those videos is not as easy as it looks and I do have a great appreciation for those who 

do it more frequently than I! 
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 

Myth #1: There were three wise men 

We have no idea how many there were. This was assumed because three gifts were given to Jesus: 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  However, we don’t know the quantity of those gifts, or even if Jesus 

was only given one of each. There is no way to know how many. 

 
Myth #2: They rode camels 

This is a common misconception. Whenever you see movies from this time period, the actors are riding 

on camels. However, people in northern Arabia typically only rode Arabian horses. At the time of 

Christ’s birth camels were used as pack animals, but wealthy travelers used the more comfortable 

and swift horse. 
 

Myth #3: They followed a miraculous star 

Matthew never says that they followed a star. He says they saw a star, which history teaches is the 

Northern Star. The wise men were astrologers, and the star was an astronomical sign they saw that sig-

nified the prophecy of the Jewish king.  That doesn’t mean a star led them from Arabia to Jesus.  

 
Myth #4: They were kings 

It is unclear whether or not they were royalty, but they were not kings. You can throw out the “We 

Three Kings” picture completely. They had royal connections through and were trusted by King Herod. 

 
Myth #5: They came from Persia, India, and Africa 

This idea was added to tradition later. They likely came from Arabia, not these other countries or di-

verse backgrounds. 

Where did the wise men travel from? 

They came “from the east,” which based on the nature of their gifts, and Old Testament prophecy, 

means they most likely came from the ancient Arabian kingdom of Sheba. Arabia was known for its 

vast wealth from gold mines of Africa, as well as the Boswellian and Commiphora trees — from which 

frankincense and myrhh are derived. Of course men from Persia could have brought these gifts, but 

they signify a giving of the best commodities from their own country to a neighboring King. 

What gifts did the magi give? 

Gold, frankincense, and myrhh have their primary significance in their value; which establishes their 

suitability for a King. Matthew 2:11 tells us these gifts were great treasures, given as worship, but they 

may have even greater significance. Gold was indeed associated with royalty, but it may also fore-

shadow Jesus' purpose: in 1 Kings 6:20-22, the walls of the Most Holy Place and the altar are overlaid 

with gold. Frankincense was part of ceremonial worship of a deity. This gift underscores their belief that 

the newborn king carried a claim of deity. Myrhh was used as a perfume, anointing oil, medicinal ton-

ic, and as a key ingredient in the mixture of spices used to prepare bodies for burial (John 19:39-40). 

Perhaps this gift indicated Jesus’ humanity and the manner in which he would save his people—that 

he would die for them. 

From crosswalk.com article “5 Common Myths about the Three Wise Men Story”  

by Dwight Longnecker 6/14/2018 

https://www.crosswalk.com/culture/movies/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/2-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-kings/passage/?q=1%20kings+6:20-22
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+19:39-40
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Children, Youth, and Family 

(CYF) 
Happy New Year!  

 

I can say this loud and proud this year!  I think most, if not all, of us are happy that we get to 

begin a new year!  2020 was a tough year for many of us and 2021 rings in with hope and 

joy.  We have hope that this year will be better than the last.  We have hope that we will be 

able to see our friends and family.  We have hope that we will be able to gather together 

once again, as a community of faith.  Until then, we hold on knowing that we are held 

together through our common bond in faith.  I hope that 2021 brings you joy, joy in the present 

moments and joy and hope for the future.   

 

There are a couple of fundraisers to help support the Children, Youth and Family 

ministries!  You can get your 2021 Faith Calendar for $10 or you can get an Our Savior’s mug 

with hot cocoa and apple cider for $10!  Straight donation is always an option, as well.  All 

money raised will support all the events that happen through the children, youth and family 

ministries! Thank you in advance for your support!!    

 

Children:  

 Children ages 3-6th grade are receiving packets in the mail twice a month for Sunday 

School.   

 Children ages birth- age 5 that are baptized will receive a monthly newsletter for their 

parent(s) with age appropriate information on faith development.   

 Children ages 3-10 are receiving cards in the mail from me.   

 

Youth:  

 Middle School Youth Group (students in grades 5-8): January 6th and 20th from 3:30-

5:00pm  on Zoom. Contact Jennifer Hamilton at jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org for Zoom 

information. 

 High School Youth Group (students in grades 9-12): January 3rd and 17th from 6:30-8:00pm 

on Zoom.  Contact Jennifer Hamilton at jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org for Zoom 

information. ***Please note the time change*** 

 Movie Night: January 15th from 7-9(ish) we will watch a movie on Netflix!  We will meet on 

Zoom (contact me for a link!) and then we will watch the movie on Netflix Teleparty.  This 

does require a Netflix account and the Teleparty extension to be downloaded onto your 

Chrome browser.  Please let me know if you need help with this beforehand as I’m happy 

to help! All students in grades 5-12 are welcome! 

 

mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Families:  

 As we enter into the new year, I encourage you to try out some new faith activities with 

your children, see what works for you, create some new faith habits.  Your children learn 

the most from you!   

One great option is called the Faith5!  

The five steps are: 

STEP 1: SHARE your highs and lows 

STEP 2: READ a Bible verse or story 

STEP 3: TALK about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows 

STEP 4: PRAY for one another’s highs and lows 

STEP 5: BLESS one another 

 

I am available to support you, please let me know your needs!   

 

In God’s grace,  

Jennifer Hamilton  

Children, Youth, and Family  

Help Wanted: 

Readers of any age for our weekly service recordings at 4:30 on Thursdays!  

If you have 20 minutes to spare at that time, we would love for you to read one or 

more of our lessons for Sunday services.  

Contact the church office by phone or email if you are interested. 
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUPPORTED OUR MINISTRY THIS YEAR, INCLUDING: 

Betty Doble 

Brian and Meghan Kazmierczak 

Bruce and Jan Larson 

Carol Forse  

Dan and Connie Male 

Dave and Pat Meister 

Diane Sorenson 

Doug and Pat Winger  

Fred and Linda Branham 

Gary and Janet McLain 

Gwen Muermann 

Jace Stahl 

Members needed to join our Christian Education team!  Would you prayerfully consider joining 
us as we lead the younger members of our church family? Reach out to Roxanne Frederick, 
Jennifer Gangelhoff, Jennifer Hamilton, or Katie Keller! 

A special thank you to all Sunday school families who participated in our virtual Christmas 
program by reading bible verses and sharing your favorite things about Christmas!   

Our many thanks to those that have financially supported and sponsored mailings of Sunday 
school materials that are sent to over 100 children of Our Savior’s Lutheran church family! 
Your generosity is helping to share God’s word to the youngest members of our congregation! 

Sunday School 

Sunday School Children: Check your mail boxes for our twice a month Sunday school 
lessons!   

Parents & Members of Our Savior’s: We are in need of financial support for our monthly 
mailings to our Sunday School Families!  We send out 2 mailings per month and each mailing 
costs about $75.00.  If you feel led to support this ministry, please contact Katie in the church 
office.   

Volunteers needed to help prepare Sunday School packets!  If you have time, we will have 

materials for you to package along with instructions. This ministry has been well received by 

our families during this time!  

Jane Oswold 

JoAnne Pearson 

John and Val Zack 

Judy Alderson 

Kathie Sarkela 

Ken and Aleta Brule 

Linda Eastgate 

Linda Holmstrand 

Marcia Fulton 

Mary Krohn 

Mary Kummala 

Maxine Hennum 

 

Pastor Chris and Sandy Hill 

Philip and Nancy Maunu 

Randy and Trudy Stahl 

Raymond and Judy Wiles 

Richard and Cindy Raun 

Robert and Lisa Hecht 

Robert and Ruth Fuller 

Ronald and Kathy Hanson 

Rudie Senich 
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Children, Youth, and Family (CYF)  

Fundraisers 

Get cozy with a new mug and some hot drinks! Get your own “Our 

Savior’s” mug with an assortment of hot chocolate and apple 

cider inside for $10! Aside from being a cute gift for someone you 

love (or yourself!),  you can enjoy it knowing that you’re helping to 

support our new post-baptism ministry.  

Each mug comes gift wrapped!  

It’s hard to believe, but the new year is rapidly approaching!  

We are selling 2021 Calendars as a fundraiser for our Children, Youth, and Family 

Ministries. Specifically, the funds from this fundraiser will go towards purchasing 

baptism resources for parents and children ages 0-5.  

These “Faith Passages” calendars feature large numbers, all major North 

American holidays, and plenty of space to write.  Get your calendar with beautiful 

landscapes and inspiring biblical passages for $10!  

What is this post-baptism ministry we’re fundraising for? 

Parents of children 0-5 have their hands more than full during “normal” times, but especially 

now. Often, conversations about faith and God are reserved for Sundays because life has a 

habit of getting in the way! Now that we are no longer meeting in person, we want these 

families to feel supported in having age-appropriate faith interactions at home. Each 

month, parents/guardians of 0-5 year  olds will receive a monthly letter that is geared for 

their child’s age with information about their physical development and ideas for faith 

development!  Other resources, such as age appropriate bibles and books, will also be part 

of this ministry. It costs $55 to get these resources to families from birth to their 5th birthday. If 

you feel called to support this or any of our other ministries, please consider participating in 

one of these fundraisers or making a donation to the Children, Youth, and Family fund. 

***call the church office to order and pick up!*** 
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“Faith Practices During Tough Times” 
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“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Church News 

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT US FROM HOME 
 

+ Remember your church with your financial gifts. 
Without Sunday Worship, Our Savior’s is at risk of 
losing 2/3 of it’s income. You can give online (see 
details on page 12), send your offering envelope by 
mail, drop your envelope off at the church, use the 
“QR” code on the cover of this Messenger or ask your 
bank to send donations directly to Our Savior’s. 
+ Let Mary Krohn (218-310-2682) or the church office 
know if you or someone you know needs support of 
any kind. 
+ Volunteer for the Phone Contact Team. Contact 
Mary Krohn or the church office for details. 
+ As a family, adopt a member to call, pray for, write 
to, send birthday cards to, send greeting cards to, 
email, draw pictures for… as a family faith & fun 
activity. Contact Jennifer Hamilton at the church 
(jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org,  218-879-1535) for 
ideas. 
+ Look out for your neighbors. 
+ Share your ideas for helping our community with 
your church leadership: 218-879-1535  
pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
email@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Anti-Racism Study Group 

An Anti-Racism Zoom Discussion group is being 

planned for early next year.  The group will read 

and discuss the book  “Dear Church: A love letter 

from a black preacher to the whitest 

denomination in the US” by Lenny 

Duncan.  Dates and times to be determined.  If 

you would be interested in participating in this 

discussion group please contact the church 

office with your name and what times might work 

best for you.  

Meetings at church have been postponed. Study helps are being 
sent via mail. Contact the church office if you would like to 

receive these mailings. 
Read and discuss the upcoming  Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Chris or Pastor Karen 
 

Wednesdays 
10am-11am 

        
Meets monthly to discuss various books 

of interest 
For both men and women 

For more information  
please contact  

Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH BY SHOPPING WITH 

AMAZONSMILE 

       FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 
 
       The first Sunday of the month is 
designated as Food Shelf Sunday. The monetary 
gifts collected will help both 2nd Harvest and 
Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a real bargain in 
which every family can participate. May we share 
our blessings with those in need.    
 As the church is now closed, please 
continue to leave your contributions in the church 
office or mark in your offering that it’s for Food 
Shelf Sunday.  
  
       

Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  
Co-chairs          

November’s Contributions were $215 

mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
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WEEKEND SNOW 

SHOVELING 

 

SNOW SHOVELING 

While Ron Stahl has 

volunteers to cover 

weekdays this winter, I 

am still looking for 

weekend shovelers for 

the last half of February, 

as well as all of March 

and April.  Please give 

me a call if you are 

available!  You can 

volunteer for as many 

open weekends as you 

like.  We have the 

shovels, salt and 

snowblower,  

ALL WE NEED IS YOU! 

 

Bruce Larson 

591-9483 

Rejoice, Renew Reach 
If you gave a one time or on-going gift to Rejoice Renew Reach, Thank you! The mission of Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church, the ministry your church provides in the community and world, has continued to grow in many important ways as 
a result. 
Because of you, the Rejoice Renew Reach Mission Appeal has enabled Pastor Karen Linne’s increased ministry time and 
effort. Our Savior’s members and others who are in Care Facilities, isolated at home, or grieving the loss of loved ones 
have seen a direct benefit of her expanded ministry. Pastor Karen has trained and supported an expanded “home visit” team 
and, supported, the “phone contact team” who have been keeping in touch with many of Our Savior’s more senior mem-
bers. Pastor Karen’s work with worship, preaching, confirmation and other ministries has expanded your ministry reach in 
deeply meaningful ways. 
Continued support is needed to maintain this expanded ministry. If you gave a “one time” gift to the Rejoice Renew Reach 
Mission Appeal, please prayerfully consider doing so again, in any amount that works for you, if you are able. If you have 
been giving regular gifts to the Mission Appeal, please prayerfully consider continuing to do so, if you are able. If you 
have not given to the Appeal, this would be a fantastic time to plan to do so, if you are able! 

 
Thank you from your Parish Planning Council 

Church News 

Happy New Year! Thank you once again for all who have so 
faithfully continued to support the work of your church through 
your financial gifts and volunteer time. This has been a 
tremendous blessing to your church family during a very 
challenging year. 
Please prayerfully consider how you will continue to support 
Our Savior’s as you plan for this bright new year. If you have 
any ideas on how your stewardship team might bring new 
information or share in creative ways with your church family, 
please pass those ideas on to the church office. We welcome 
input. 
 
Wishing you and yours many blessings in the New Year, 
Stewardship Team 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 24th. This 

meeting will be held virtually over Zoom. Watch your mailbox for more 

information on how to connect and for the Annual report.  

The Giving Tree 

Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts or donated money 
for the Salvation Army Giving Tree families. You have made 
someone’s Christmas very special.  Thanks to your generosity 

we were able to donate gifts for 15 children in need in our area. 
We were also able to donate $250 in cash. 
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PPC Minutes - 11/15/20 

This is a summary. Please contact the church office 
if you would like a copy of the complete minutes. 

 
Present: Pastor Chris, Jan Larson, Brian Kazmierczak, Juli 
Lattner, Mary Krohn, Marty Rye, Jennifer Hamilton, Roxanne 
Frederick, Keith Matzdorf 
Sharing of Highs & Lows / Opening Devotion / Opening Prayer 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  For the month of October, income was $400 
under budget and expenses were $2,500 over budget, ending the 
month $2,900 behind budget.  However, we are still $15,800 
ahead of budget for the year to date.  The PPP loan has been 
forgiven and we will not need to pay it back.  The money has 
been placed into a designated fund and church leadership will 
need to decide how to utilize those funds. 
 
Pastor’s Report  (updates during the meeting in bold, italics) 
 
Ministry Contact: 
Lots of phone contacts continue 
Drop-bys at the office decreasing 
Funerals: Elaine & John Huilares (Funeral 11/7, Morreim)   
Norval Dodderidge (non-member, 11/14 me)  
Lou Landsverk (died 11/5, Private ceremony, Morreim) 
Mary Kummala (11/16, Me) 
Staff   
Office: Administrative Assistant: Continues to increase her 
impact on Administrative ministry 
Associate Pastor: Pastor Karen; Reports quarterly 
Children Youth and Family Ministry Dir.:Jennifer; See her report 
NHCPS: Angel G./Thera W.& board: Closed for COVID, 
received some grant money, which is helping support the tight 
budget due to reduced numbers 
Worship: Brad; Ryan; Carol; Tom; (Video: Kirsten, Kelsey, 
Tim). See WAM report 
Janitorial: Kellie; Keeping up with extra cleaning as necessary. 
Phone Ministry; Mary Krohn; Contacts continue 
Other Ministry 
+ Covid impact Worship; Online only, continue receiving good 
feedback 
+ Confirmation;  
This year’s ceremony completed; I will be leading the 
Wednesday Classes for the next several weeks 
+ Bible Study: Wednesday Morning; Shut down again due to 
COVID 
+ Palanca-Deacons: Via email only, investigating meeting online 
+ Synod:  Bishop Amy Odgren was installed on Oct. 17, began 
official duties Nov.1; wants to meet with us. 
+ NAPS: still being distributed 1st Wednesday of the month in 
the parking lot 
+ Mobile Food Bank Distribution, 3rd Thursday; will continue 
Other: 
-   SMART team, Meeting next, ? 
-  I filed the “Proof of Claim” legal paperwork as per the 
recommendation of the Synod relative to Boy Scout Bankruptcy 
-  Northern Lights Educational program continues to meet in a 
hybrid model in New Horizon’s wing 
-  Books for Racism Study of “Dear Church” have arrived, study 

will probably have to be Zoom unless we wait 
- Pastor Chris is planning to use his remaining vacation by taking 
most Friday’s off through the year 
Children, Youth and Family Director Report – Nov 2020  
 
Team Leader Reports: 
 
Christian Education: Roxanne is taking over the leadership of the 
team.  Sunday school packets (120 of them) continue to be sent out 
twice a month (will only do one in December) and they include a 
hand-written postcard.  They are looking for financial sponsors as 
well as volunteers to help fill the packets.  Still planning a Christmas 
program based on individual videos (readings/memories/etc) put 
together into movie that can be included with a Church Service or 
posted separately. 
Welcome:  No team meetings held. 
Stewardship: Thank you notes and requests for pledge cards and 
continued Mission Appeal support went into the December 
Messenger.  Thanks to PPC for supporting this as we had the notes 
come from the PPC. 
Fellowship:  All team meetings and social events are currently on 
hold.  We plan to set up the Salvation Army Giving Tree again this 
year. You will have two options. Stop in the church narthex and take 
an ornament off the tree or call the church office and Katie can give 
you a child’s age, sex and gift wish list over the phone. Details will 
be in the December Messenger. 
Children, Youth, Family Ministry: See report. 
Worship, Arts and Music: Planning December services.  Some will 
include a Paul Oman Advent special. 
Palanca Deacons:  Nothing new to report – doing prayer requests via 
e-mail. 
WELCA: no report 
Church Properties: Still working on getting the roof repairs setup for 
the spring.  Our regular plow company had their truck fail and did 
not get the secondary lot completed.  Working on a different option. 
NHCP:  See Pastor’s Report. 
SMART Team:  Communications are happening via e-
mail.  Looking into updating our COVID plan document as needed 
with the new information.  There will be an update in the 
Messenger.   
Old Business 
 
SMART Team/COVID:  All services have resumed on-line and the 
building is closed to meetings/groups. 
On-line services:  They could use some more volunteers for 
readings. 
 
New Business 
 
Vice President – Juli Lattner has accepted to fill the Vice President 
job.  Mary motioned to approve her and Jan seconded with a Thank 
You! and it passed unanimously. 
Other officers (for the record) – Brian moved up to President, Duane 
moved to Past President, Keith will remain as Secretary and Joe will 
remain as Treasurer through this term (until April 2021). 
 
Next PPC meeting scheduled for 12/15/20 at 6:30 pm (on-line 
meeting). 
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Sunday Readings for January 

Sunday Services may or may not use all of these texts 

Gifts and Memorials: 
 

 Charles & Sonja Wick in memory of John & 

Elaine Huliares to NHCP 

 Mary Krohn in memory of John & Elaine Huliares 

to the Youth 

 Ray & Judy Wiles in memory of John & Elaine 

Huliares and Mary Kummala to Mission Appeal 

 Pastor Dennis Morreim in memory of Mary 

Kummala  

 Linda Holmstrand in memory of John & Elaine 

Huliares, Mary Kummala, and Llewellen 

Church Records 

Date YouTube 

Audience 

Offering Offering  

Needed 

Nov 15 126 2383 4940 

Nov 22 134 653 4940 

Nov 29 102 2287 4940 

Dec 6 92 8747 7128 

Dec 13 65 3732 7128 

  23,682 29,076 

 Nov 

2020 

Budget 

Nov 

 2020 

Actual 

Jan-Nov 

YTD  2020 

Budget 

Jan-Nov 

YTD 

2020 

Actual 

Income 28,955 24,388 260,170 248,626 

Expenses         24,034 21,814 269,744 251,704 

2020 Net                     

Income 

4921 2574 (9604) (3078) 

2019 Net In-

come 

(1075) 1792 (8826) (13,864) 

January 3 

Dec. 10 

(Baptism of 

Our Lord) 

January 17 January 24  January 31 

Jeremiah 31:7-14  

Psalm 147:12-20 

Ephesians 1:3-14  

John 1:[1-9] 10-18  

Genesis 1:1-5  

Psalm 29 (3)  

Acts 19:1-7  

Mark 1:4-11  

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]  

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51  

Jonah 3:1-5, 10  

Psalm 62:5-12 (6)  

1 Corinthians 7:29-31  

Mark 1:14-20  

Deuteronomy 18:15-

20  

Psalm 111 (10)  

1 Corinthians 8:1-13  

Mark 1:21-28  

Landsverk to Mission Appeal 

 Pastor Dennis Morreim in memory of Thom 

Pertler to NHCP 

 Linda Holmstrand in memory of Cliff Svedahl 

to the Food Shelf 

 Sharon Harney in memory of Cliff Svedahl 

 Janice Beberg in memory of Cliff Svedahl to 

the Youth 

 Elmer & Karen Splett in memory of Mary 

Kummala and Cliff Svedahl to the Youth 

 Bonnie Christopherson and Charles & Sonja 

Wick in memory of Cliff Svedahl to the Haiti 

Medical Mission 

 Maxine Hennum in memory of Cliff Svedahl 

to Mission Appeal 

 Cindy Raun in memory of Cliff Svedahl & Art 

Johnson to Mission Appeal 

 Carol Shubert in memory of Cliff Svedahl 

 JoAnne Pearson in honor of Jane Salo’s 

100th birthday  

 Pastor Dennis Morreim in memory of Cliff 

Svedahl & Art Johnson to NHCP 

 Katie Nisula in memory of Mary Kummala 

and Cliff Svedahl to Mission Appeal 

 Ray & Judy Wiles in memory of Cliff Svedahl  

to Youth 

 Jen Behrens in memory of Cliff Svedahl  

 Donna Larsen in memory of Cliff Svedahl  to 

the Food Shelf  

 Gwen Muermann in memory of Cliff Svedahl  

 Duane & Sharon Putikka in memory of Cliff 

Svedahl  to NHCP 

 Cheryl Downey in memory of Rev. Dave 

Ziemer  for sanctuary decorations 

 Deanne Howard in memory of Jeanne 

Morreim to NHCP 
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All groups are currently barred from 
meeting at Our Savior’s. Exceptions 

are limited to food drive events.  
Please continue to stay healthy and safe 

over the holiday season. 

Simply Giving 
If you are not enrolled in  
Simply  Giving, and would 
like to be, there are forms in 
the office, in the Narthex, and 
on our Church website. 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Smartphone App for Contributing! 
We can now accept contributions using a 
mobile application available for FREE.  
Simply go to your App Store, search for 

GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the 
application and fill in the blanks.  

Thereafter,  
when you want to give, simply click on 

the icon, sign on and donate.   

Online Offering Options: 

 

PayPal 

Did you know that you can send   

offering through PayPal? Just click on 

the “offering” link on the Church 

website,  

 

Prayer Chain 

Please call the Church Office  with 

your prayer  chain requests. 

Please contact the church office when you or  

a loved one are hospitalized or when a death  

occurs so we can support and care for you or your 

loved one. 

Clifford Svedahl 

11/29/2020 

Arthur (Art) Johnson 

12/6/2020 

December Radio Broadcasts: 
12/13: Donna Larsen in memory 
 of loved ones 
12/20: Dave & Pat Meister in 
 honor and appreciation 
 of all the front line 
 workers  who deal daily 
 with COVID-19 
12/27: Linda Holmstrand & family 
 in memory of Ken 
 Holmstrand 
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W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B !  
w ww . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for 

members of our congregation  that are former or 

current military.  Please contact the Church office 

for any other members we may have missed or if 

any of these names should be taken off. 
Skylar Scheer           Alex Lingren                                                    

Tim Schlenvogt       Erika Blesener       

Chris Vanderpool   Jessica Lingren     

Tim Larson                River DeMars 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

   Edgewood Vista 

Pat Meisner 

    Evergreen Knoll 

Joyce Fuller 

Becky Eknes 

Charlene Hagen 

   Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

       Suncrest 

Mabel Clemens 

 

    Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

    Inter-Faith Care Center 

Ricard Puumala 

Art Johnson 

    Plainview-Scanlon 

Arlene Anderson 

Connie Hopp 

  Sunnyside Health Care  

Anita Fountain 

Dick Nelson 

70th ANNIVERSARY! The Radio Broadcast  

is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM at 10:30 AM  

on Sundays.   

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Sunday  

at 3:30pm & Wednesday at 3:30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

     Deadline for submitting  articles is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted after deadline will 
be published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail 
your articles to:  email@oursaviorscloquet.org 
     January 2021 news deadline:  January 15 by 
noon. Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins is 
Wednesday by 9:00 am.  Thank you for your   
cooperation and understanding.    

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 
 

Senior Pastor:     Pastor Chris Hill         (ext 11) 

                         pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                                                            (320)279-2374 

 

Associate Pastor:             Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12)

            karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Kathryn Keller        (ext. 10) 

email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children Youth and Family Director:   

       Jennifer Hamilton  (ext. 17)  

               jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Bookkeeper:                     Bruce Larson 

                                      bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:     

        Ryan Hanson, Director

                        ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:               oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

New Horizons Christian Preschool  

Director:                             Angel Gamache  (ext. 19)  

                        NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Teacher:                             Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Church office hours: 

Sat-Mon: CLOSED 

Tuesday:  8am-3:30pm 

Wednesday: 8am-3:30pm 

Thursday: 8am-3:30pm 

Friday:  8am-3:30pm 

 

 

Sunday Worship Available... 

On YouTube: Sundays at 8:00am 

On the radio: Sunday at 10:30am on WKLK 1230 AM 

On TV: on CAT 7 Sundays and Wednesdays at 3:30pm 

In Person: as soon as we safely can! 

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art
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Northeastern Minnesota Synod of the 
ELCA, Staff updates 

These important synod staff positions have been 
named and approved by the Northeastern Minnesota 
Synod Council at the December 5, 2020 meeting. Titles 
given to the positions reflect the areas of support given 
to our congregations and leaders across this synod. 

 

Synod Minister for Leadership Support 

– Deacon Brenda Tibbetts – effective immediately 

Responsible for all areas of call process coordination 
and rostering, support to rostered ministers of the syn-
od, and implementation of on-going training for ros-
tered ministers. (Deacon Brenda has served our Synod 
in a similar capacity for a number of years) 

 

Synod Minister for Operations and Congregational 
Care 

– Rev. Rollie Bockbrader – effective January 1, 2021 

Responsible for all areas of office operations and the 

first line of response to congregational inquiries regard-
ing administration.  (Rev. Rollie has previously served 
our Synod in a similar capacity) 

Synod Minister for Discipleship and Christian Commu-
nity 

– Catherine Anderson – effective immediately 

Responsible for the engagement and integration of faith 
formation and leadership development into the culture 
of the synod and its mission, giving particular emphasis 
on young people, while incorporating congregational 
embodiment of Christian Community. (Catherine has 
served our Synod in a similar capacity for a number of 
years) 

 

(Part-time Contracted) Synod Minister for Candidacy 
Management 

– Rev. Elizabeth Davis - effective December 15, 2020 

Responsible for the administration and full operation of 
Candidacy within the synod. (Rev. Elizabeth is new to 
this form of service to our Synod) 


