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Our Savior’s Shared Journey

“Revealing February’s Opportunities”
It is still Epiphany you see…
So, what can we do together? We will have gotten through the Annual
Meeting by the time you read this. That will have given us some reasons to
rejoice for a previous year of Mission and Ministry pretty well done! Thank
you for your part in that! It was good to hear that we ended the year on
stable financial ground. It was good to hear that we have been able to
take good care of the facility that houses our Mission and Ministry. It was
good to hear of the support for the growth of our staff to accomplish that
Mission and Ministry!

“So, what
can we do
together? ”
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I am believing that it will also have been good to hear of our shared commitment to continue to grow that Mission and Ministry in many and various
ways.
Much of that “many and various” can include you. The unfolding details of our ongoing “re-shape” (“our” because hopefully lots of you will be
a part of what happens) of Children Youth and Family Ministry with Jess at
the helm will be inclusive of a healthy variety of Our Savior’s folk. Already
a variety of Ministry Teams are contemplating how their specific goals can
integrate with this expanding ministry. As you are asked to “prayerfully
consider” participating from time to time in various facets of this and other
Mission and Ministry, I hope you will indeed give such requests real and
deep “prayerful consideration.”
In the month ahead, you may be asked to celebrate together the 50th
Anniversary of the 1st Worship Service in Our Savior’s current building; February 27. That will mark the longest this congregation has inhabited any
building, according to Joe Peterson. Such a celebration ought to be fun!
In the month ahead, you may be asked to be a Mentor for one or
more of the twenty-one 1st and 2nd year Confirmation Students. You will
receive active support should you be able to join that ministry.
In the month ahead, you may become aware of other opportunities to
study, invite, encourage, give, pray, worship, and serve.
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In the month ahead, can you share any such ideas God may have put
on your heart about mission and ministry?
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Know that I will be on that journey with you!
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CHURCH NEWS
Pastor Amy Odgren's Online Reflections
Assistant to Bishop Tom Aitken of the NEMN Synod

Vision-Centered Financial Stewardship

Every fall thousands of committees in churches around
the country sit around tables staring at a scant number of
pledge cards. They argue about how they are going to make
ends meet next year while they still haven’t made ends meet
this year. Barely half of the congregation turned in pledge
cards – the other half they have to guess on…and then there
are the church treasurers who wring their hands and pull out
their hair every year trying to construct a budget with 50% of
the information they need and 50% of the funds they need.
They are really caught between a rock and a hard place.
They are fully responsible for presenting a working budget
to the congregation but have little or no control over gathering the information – or money – they need to create it.
When the numbers don’t add up, they are the first ones trying to trim the fat and making the tough recommendations to
cut programs. And you can count on others being upset
about it. I remember a bit of wisdom someone told me long
ago. The quickest way to make someone explode is to put
them into a situation in which they have all the responsibility
but none of the authority. At the same time, many parishioners are in the same boat. They have 100% of the responsibility for giving to the mission and ministry of the congregation, but have little control over what the money is spent on,
how the budget is put together, or what happens if the income needed doesn’t match the actual income. But they are
still saddened and feel they somehow failed if at the end of
the year a beloved program or staff member is cut.
Why do we ask people to give to the church? There are
lots of reasons. Giving is good for the giver. The Bible tells
us so. God loves a cheerful giver. Tithing is an ancient practice. The church needs the money. It’s an expectation of a
disciple. Stewardship is a spiritual discipline. All of these are
true. And all of these are somewhat incomplete. None of the
reasons are really clear explanations for why people should
actually give to the church. To get to the heart of the reasons,
you have to start with the congregation’s Vision. At some
point – usually multiple points – in your church’s history, the
entire congregation got together and spent some significant
time agreeing on what they were all about. They talked about
their goals, their purpose, their role to each other and within
the community and the denomination, and how they were
dedicated to furthering God’s kingdom here on earth.
One perfect spot to look for Vision is to turn to your congregation’s constitution. Maybe it’s been revamped a few
times or maybe it hasn’t been touched in years, but I encourage you to look at Chapter 4- STATEMENT OF PURPOSE in the constitution. It’s the foundation of the Vision
and Mission to which we’re called to be a part of as the
Body of Christ. Often, when I ask about the mission of a particular congregation, folks respond by saying, “We used to
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have a Mission Statement, but nobody knows it anymore.”
Or they might say, “That old thing is so outdated.” Despite
all their initial protests, when people hear
the STATEMENT OF PURPOSE read aloud, they will
usually say, “Well, actually, that makes a lot of sense. I
guess I could get behind those.” Vision and purpose is centering. It focuses the conversation. It reminds people what
the church is all about, and has always been about.
Sometimes we can get so focused on the individual pieces
of congregational life – the budget, music, committee meetings, squabbles, concern over the absence of youth and children – that we forget about the over-arching Vision. We forget why we are doing church at all. If people forget what the
Vision of the church is, then they forget their own purpose
and role in it. If the reason for giving is because you are living out the Vision by uniting with others to change lives,
communities, and the world with God’s help, then the consequences of not giving are very different from what we usually imply – the “shame and blame” that makes us all cringe.
Not giving has larger consequences than simply not being
able to pay for utilities, staff and programming. Not giving
means to miss out on the transformational experience of
working with a group of dedicated people – it means missing
out on the joy of knowing you are changing lives, communities, and the world, and further, it’s missing out on being part
of the Body of Christ.
Church leaders for all time have studied giving patterns
and have imagined new and creative giving options. Most of
the time, no idea is off the table…crowdfunding, asking people to make the church a beneficiary on a life insurance policy, asking people to give what they would spend on a dinner
out or their weekly cups of coffee in order to meet congregational budgets. But by keeping Vision at the center of financial stewardship, giving becomes a transformational experience filled with joy and community – and the grace of an
abundant and ever-present God.

NUTS & BOLTS AND A FEW
LOOSE SCREWS
Tools for your Congregational Toolbox
Saturday, March 16, 2019
1:00-4:00 pm
Zion Lutheran Church-Cloquet
Learn about what is going on with new
and ongoing initiatives in our synod?
See the Bulletin Board for Details and Workshop Topics
This event is FREE but REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

“To know Christ, and have others know Him!”

February 2019 Messenger

Church News
Our Savior’s has purchased an AED
What is an AED? An Automated External Defibrillator. The use of an AED can increase the chances of survival for someone experiencing a sudden cardiac arrest
due to irregular heart rhythms. AED’s are designed to
save lives!
Who can use an AED? AEDs are so simple to use,
they can be used by virtually anyone. You do not need to
be a medical professional! The AED walks a rescuer
through the event from the time the AED is turned on
until the ambulance arrives, using both visual and voice
prompts.
Our new AED has been installed. If you are leaving
the sanctuary and walking toward the fellowship hall,
just before you go through the double doors you will see
the AED mounted on the wall to the right of the double
doors. Next time you are at church, I encourage you to
locate our new AED. The more people that know about
the AED and where to find it the better prepared we will
be in case of an emergency.
A special thank you to an anonymous member of the
congregation who has donated a significant amount of
money to help us purchase this AED.

Office Staff Meetings are now conducted on
Tuesdays at noon. All phone calls will be
forwarded to voicemail during this time.

The 2019 offering envelopes are ready to be
picked up. They are on a table in the Narthex.
Please save us the expense of mailing them by
picking yours up or delivering someone’s.

Thursday, Feb. 14th & 28th
Beginning at 9am
For more information please contact
Carol Schlenvogt at 879-3675

Sewing Experience is NOT necessary there
are non-sewing duties such as ironing,
tying and sorting material.

Carlton County Windows Program
Thank you to all who donated clothing and supplies
to the local sexual assault and abuse victim service
for Carlton County, “Windows”. We had an amazing
response from our church to help these victims. All
your donations are very much appreciated.
Jan Larson

God’s Work Our Hands
Our day to join with 6 other area churches and do God’s
work helping our neighbors will be coming on Sunday
September 15, 2019. We collect many personal care,
clothing and school supply items that we donate through
this project. We decided to start collecting some of these
items each month instead of waiting until the summer to
collect them. If you are able to help us out, for the month
of February we will be collecting nail clippers and
sturdy plastic combs. These items can be brought to the
church office. Thank you!
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FOOD FOR 5 MEALS - $1.00

The first Sunday of the month is designated as Food
Shelf Sunday. Just $1.00 can provide food for 5 meals
through the program at 2nd Harvest Food Bank in
Duluth. The monetary gifts collected will help both 2nd
Harvest and Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a real
bargain that every family can take part in. May we share
our blessings with those in need.
THANK YOU for your continued support. It's greatly
appreciated.
Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula - Co-chairs
January’s Contribution was $292.67
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CHURCH NEWS
Dear Pastor Chris and members of Our Savors
It was truly a joy to be with you to share in worship on Dec 16th.
God is blessing you with an amazing community rich in talents. I
was deeply moved by the music and readings as I painted. I hope
the painting will proclaim the love of God through Christ for
years to come.
Paul Oman
Haiti Send Off
Thanks so much for all of the support for our Haiti mission work. It
is greatly appreciated! I am glad to report that another very successful
diabetic workshop was held at the end of December. Dr. Manno has
been very pleased with the success of this means of educating his patients about methods they can use to help manage their disease.
This year our team will leave Minnesota on February 26 th for another
two week mission trip, returning on March 12 th. We will be working
with Dr. Manno, providing mobile clinics in the villages surrounding his
Limbe’ clinic. Once again, I am asking for your support - Please pray
for safe, uneventful travels and for the safety and continued health of our
team for this challenging work.
Blessings to All Mary

Meets monthly to discuss various
books of interest
For both men and women
For more information
please contact
Jan Larson or Mary Krohn

The WELCA Valentine Party is scheduled for Tuesday,
Feb. 5th at 10 am. Members are asked to bring one
or two stamped Valentines which will be addressed to
shut ins or people in the hospital. Coffee & treats will
be provided. All women are welcome.
Rebecca Circle meets on Tues., Feb19th at 9:30
in the Fireside Room.
Naomi Circle meets on Thurs., Feb. 21st at 9:30
In the Fireside Room.
All women of Our Savior’s are invited to attend
WELCA events.

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
March 3rd at both services

Contact the church office if you are interested in
becoming members.

Wednesdays
10am-11am

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Second Harvest Food Distribution
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
3rd Thursday of Every Month
from 10:00am-Noon
Come help us REACH out
to our community.
Contact Krista Barber
kbarber0303@gmail.com or
218-481-3765 to be added
to the volunteer list
HANDBELL ENSEMBLE
Wed. Evenings at 5:30
Sunday performances once a month.
Needed: Handbell Ringers.
3 positions open.
Helpful skills include past musical experience and the ability to count simple
rhythms. Handbell ringing technique can be learned! Beginners are welcome and instruction in rhythm, note reading and ringing is available!
Interested in Our Savior’s Handbell Ensemble?
Please contact Carol Hedquist
text or phone 218-499-5245.
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Meets in Triple Rooms 3-4-5
Read and discuss the upcoming Biblical text for Sunday

This group is led by Pastor Chris
Please Come Join Us!

$

IRA MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITY

If you are at least age 70 ½ and are subject to the
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) rules regarding IRA distributions, you have an opportunity
to maximize your tax savings! Any RMD amount
you request your custodian send DIRECTLY to
Our Savior’s from your account will be a Qualified Charitable Distribution, which means it will roll over without tax consequences. No need to worry about whether you will itemize your deductions under the new tax law, the distribution
is not included in your income in the first place!
We have a form in the office you can use to request the
transfer DIRECTLY to Our Savior’s. However, before you
do, make sure you consult your financial advisor FIRST.
They will be able to determine your eligibility, let you know
how much your RMD is for the year, answer your questions
and advise you as to whether this transaction makes sense
for you.
So, pick up a form and contact your financial advisor.
This could be a WIN-WIN for both you and your Church!
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Pastor Karen’s Musings
By what means do you evaluate 2018?

Favorite scriptures

I really enjoy reading Sam Cook’s articles in the
Duluth News-Tribune. He’s recently retired as outdoors writer but continues to have an article in the
Friday edition. He doesn’t just write about hunting
and fishing but about life in general. He shared
how he evaluates the previous year in his article
on Jan. 4th (posted on my office door). He tallies
up how many times he has SOG recorded in his
calendar; SOG stands for Slept on the Ground! In
2018, he set a new record 34 times for himself. It’s
something that he values and he encouraged us
to look at our calendars to see what is important
to us.
Another measuring stick of what is important to
us can be found in our checkbooks. After our necessities of life (housing, utilities, groceries) how are
we spending our money? One of the things I started doing a few years ago after our taxes are prepared, is figuring out what percentage of our income is donated to the church and other organizations. This might be something you choose to do;
it’s up to you to decide whether to use your gross
or net income. Surprisingly, Jesus spoke more
about money then about love!
Other measuring sticks we might use could be
based on our health, family relationship, trips taken, job satisfaction, etc. What tools do you use to
evaluate your priorities?

I mentioned this “experiment” in the January
Newsletter and now it’s ready to happen! What’s
your favorite Bible verse? With Al Behren’s permission, we’ve moved the beautiful box he made for
prayer requests into the narthex. Please put one
(or even two) of your favorite scriptures on a paper into the box. This can be done anonymously.
Do please record where in the Bible this scripture is
found. Not sure? A couple of concordances have
been put out along with instructions how to use.
We’ll list these scriptures in a future edition of the
newsletter. Might this “experiment” spark some
conversation with your family or friends as to what
scripture you chose and why? If you want to email it to the church, you may do so. How many of
us will have the same favorite scriptures?
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Non-Lutheran Theology
Last month, I commented that the 60’s song “Last
Kiss” had some non-Lutheran theological statements. Lyrics to the chorus are “Oh, where oh,
where can my baby be? The Lord took her away
from me. She’s gone to heaven, so I got to be
good, so I can see my baby when I leave this
world.” 1) God does not strike people down dead.
In the song, it’s because of a car accident that
the girl dies. 2) We don’t get to heaven by being
good (although some other denominations might
claim this). We get to heaven because of what
Jesus did for us on the cross; he paid the price for
our sins; we don’t earn our way in. It’s gift, it’s
grace. Ephesians 2:8 & 9 tell us: “For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the result of
works, so that no one may boast.” Amen! Have
you noticed lousy theology in other past or current
popular songs? Let me know!
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Youth News
Summer Mission Trip 2019
Are you currently in 6th-12th grade? Are you interested in
going on a mission trip this summer? We will be traveling
to the Twin Cities this summer for a week of service
through an organization called Youth Works. We are excited for an opportunity to serve right in our home state
and would love for you to join us! If you are interested,
please get in touch with Jess ASAP. She will have more
details for you!

Cardia Deo
Cardia Deo is a retreat for high school students and
their adult leaders. The retreat takes place March 1-3,
2019 at Big Sandy Camp in McGregor, MN!
If you are interested in this event, get in touch with Jess
as soon as possible. Registration opens on January 1,
2019.

VLM News
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
Wednesdays After School until 4:30pm
At Our Savior’s
For youth in grades 6-8
Devotion, snacks, games, and service projects
Friends welcome!

High School Open Lunch

For students in 11th and 12th Grade
and their friends
In fellowship hall at Our Savior’s

Sponsored by Zion and Our Savior’s Lutheran Churches
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..in God’s Great Northwoods!
Camp Hiawatha ~ Camp Vermilion
VLM Annual Meeting February 2 at Zion Lutheran, Grand Rapids
Jr. High Rejuve February 22-23 at Camp Vermilion
Elementary Rejuve March 8-9 at Camp Hiawatha
Elementary Rejuve March 15-16 at Camp Vermilion

VLM is NOW HIRING Summer Staff!
www.VLMcamps.org • vlm@VLMcamps.org • 800-331-5148 • 218-666-5465

Camp Hiawatha, 36944 Camp Hiawatha Rd., Deer River, MN
Camp Vermilion, 2555 Vermilion Camp Rd., Cook, MN

“To know Christ, and have others know Him!”

February 2019 Messenger

NHCP News
NEW HORIZON CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL NEWS
Our room is being transformed from winter white and
snow themes to red hearts and cupids. Another exciting month for us to celebrate God's love to everyone. We are in the process of making 100 valentines
for the "Meals on Wheels" lunch bags. In January we
had our first all family Pajama Party. We played
games and were entertained by a magician. It was a
great evening of fun. Snow day and sliding will happen
in February as well as a family night at a Wilderness
Game. Our theme this month is "Sharing God's Love
with Everyone". May you feel it and see it wherever
you may be.
NEEDED:
GENTLE USED OR NEW BOOKS FOR AGES 0-9.
My sorority (PEO) is gathering books for the "Little
Blue Book Shelf". It is located at the WIC office in the
Carlton County Human Resource Center in Cloquet. These books give the children something to do
with their parents as they wait for their appointments. It is also encouraged that the children may
take a book home with them to keep. If you have any
books as you may be downsizing, please consider giving to this project. You may drop them off for me at
the preschool. Thanks so very much.
THERA WIERSMA

Greetings from the Preschool,
2 Corinthians 9:8 "And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work."
Our 11th annual "Pasta for Preschoolers" Spaghetti Luncheon and Silent Auction will be on Sunday, March 17th from 11 am-2 pm. If you would
like to donate anything or make a basket for our Silent Auction, please contact me at 218-879-7138. I
can also be reached by email:
nhcp.director@oursaviorscloquet.org We will start
selling tickets by the end of February. Tickets are
$10.00 for 12 and older and $5.00 for 3-11 years
old. Children under 3 years are free.
On March 31st, 2019 the Kwik Trip Milk Moola
program is ending. Please continue to bring in your
caps/labels until March 31st. I am sad to see this
program ending. Thank you to everyone for saving
them for the Preschool.
We now have twenty-six preschoolers and are going well. What a blessing these children are to us
all. Thank you for everyone's support and prayers!
In God's Hands, Angel Gamache

If Cloquet schools are closed or have a 2 hour
late start, New Horizons Christian Preschool
is closed for the day.

Tuition Prices and Schedule
for NHCP 2018-2019

Half-day options
Tuesday and Thursday from 9-12pm; $80/month
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-12pm; $110/month
Monday-Friday from 9-12pm; $150/month
Full-day options
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-3pm; $227/month
Monday-Friday from 9-3pm; $345/month
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Christian Education
We are celebrating 120 years of Sunday school!
Our first challenge is complete! Collect 120 box tops for MT Tummies! We collected 189 box tops! Then we
collected clothing items to send to the Dominican Republic.
Our next challenge will be to collect newspaper plastic sleeves! Why?? Because they are the perfect size for
the covering wounds on the mission trip to Haiti. If your newspaper comes in a plastic sleeve, please bring it in
to Sunday school.

Introducing Children and Youth Family Sundays!
The last Sunday of every month, we will call upon the children and youth to serve during the two church services. We will be asking them to be greeters, ushers, run the sound board and the screens. This is a great
way to get kids and youth involved in the church service. Watch for notes home from Sunday school!

Family Fun Activities coming soon!
This time of year the weather can make the days feel like they drag on and on and on. Let’s fill it up with some
fun! Watch for more details coming about a movie nights, sledding and who knows what else!!

First Communion Training
End of March into April we will be having First Communion Training for 3rd graders and up. Watch for dates
and times soon.

Christian Education Team
Do you have ideas or suggestions for Christian Education? Please feel free to
talk to any member of the Christian Education team.
Juli Lattner – Team lead
Jennifer Hamilton
Brian Kazmierczak
Shannon Krikava
Roxanne Macfarlane
Jess Pederson
Page 9
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Volunteers for February
Sound Board Operators:
3rd
8:30 Chris Robinson
10:45 Dave Templeton
10th 8:30
10:45
17th
8:30 Chris Robinson
10:45 Curt Skowlund
24th
8:30
10:45

Greeters:
3rd
8:30
10:45
10th 8:30
10:45
17th
8:30
10:45
24th
8:30
10:45

Readers:
3rd
8:30
10:45
10th 8:30
10:45
17th
8:30
10:45
24th
8:30
10:45

Roy Ober
Linda Holmstrand
Julie Lyytinen
Emily Matzdorf
Jeannine Nordin
John Mykkanen
Rob Macaulay
Bill Schlenvogt

Communion Servers (Deacons):
3rd
8:30 Chris & Jen Robinson, Ron Stahl
10:45 Duane Buytaert, Katie Bailey, Linda Bush
10th 8:30 Linda Holmstrand, Sherri Waller, Bruce Spetz
10:45 Dave & Deb Templeton, Shawn Crowser
17th
8:30 Roy Ober, Katie Saletel, Jim Boyd
10:45 Denise Mykkanen, Curt Nelson, Dennis Painter
24th
8:30 Kathy Rye, Marty Rye, Rob Macaulay
10:45 Irene Rudnicki, Bev Stevens, Bill Schlenvogt

Ushers:
3rd
8:30
10:45
10th 8:30
10:45
17th
8:30
10:45
24th
8:30
10:45

Chris & Jen Robinson
Joe & Suzette Randall
Chris & Jen Robinson
Shawn & Carrie Crowser
Chris & Jen Robinson
Bill & Carol Schlenvogt
Chris & Jen Robinson
Keith & Shannon Matzdorf

Acolytes:
3rd
8:30
10:45
10th 8:30
10:45
17th
8:30
10:45
24th
8:30
10:45

Coffee Servers: Please sign up in the Narthex
Gifts and Memorials:
 Rev. Dennis & Jeanne Morreim, in memory of
Ken Holmstrand, to Mission Appeal
 Ken & Aleta Brule, in memory of Ken Holmstrand,
to Roof Fund
 Elmer & Karen Splett, in memory of Ken
Holmstrand, to Dominican Fund
 Robert & Ruth Fuller, in memory of Steve Martin
and Bud Angell, to Dominican Fund
 Betty & Beth Lavan, and Scott & Tammy Heikkinen, in memory of Ken Holmstrand, to Gifts &
Memorials Fund
 In memory of Elvera Roe, to Gifts & Memorials
Fund, from: Mary Krohn, Linda Holmstrand, Donna Larsen, Bob McDonald, Carol Maki, Duane &
Sharon Putikka, Dale & JoAnne Pearson, Chuck
& Janice Beberg, Joyce Jerde, Roy & Linda
Ober, Dave & Pat Meister, Bob & Peggy
DeCaigny, Dianne Johnson, Tony & Tracey
Hartung, TG & JF Prevost, Guy & Sarah Wefelmeyer, George Anderson, Richard & Janice
Deppa, MJ Ingbretson, Ellen Gomoll & Terrance
Starkey, Tracy Eales, and Gerald & Betty Starkey.
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Joyce Jerde, Joan Essen
Blatchford Family
Julie Lyytinen, Rose Liimatainen
Ron & Kathy Hanson
Al & Jen Behrens
Scott & Jill Elwood
Florence & Dennis Nelson
Buytaert Family

Nate & Joe Robinson, Tim Kazmierczak
Brett Nelson, Harper Carlson, Stephanie Connor
Emerson & Easton Harker
Nathan Hamilton, Aiden Tingum
Nate & Joe Robinson, Tim Kazmierczak
Annabelle & AJ Skowlund
Emerson & Easton Harker
Brett Nelson, Harper Carlson, Stephanie Connor

Altar Guild
3rd Sherri Waller
10th Sherri Waller
17th Linda Boyd
24th Rob Macaulay
January Radio Broadcast Sponsors:
 Robert & Ruth Fuller, in memory of Lawrence and
Ellen Yetka

We are in dire need of sound board operators for
both services. When four people are scheduled,
you only have to run it one Sunday a month.
Please contact Dave Templeton.

Just a special thanks for your donation of $341.66 to my
support fund in December. God bless you all in this new
year!
Gloria Sauck
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Church Records
Sunday Readings for February
1st Lesson
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Psalm

Gospel Lesson

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
Isaiah 6:1-8[9-13]
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26
Genesis 43:3-11,15
Psalm 37:1-11,39-40 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 Luke 6:27-38
The Sunday Service May or May Not Be Using All Of These Texts.

Date

Attendance

Offering

Offering
Needed

Dec 16

232

4812

5075

Dec 23

64/38

4102

5075

Dec 24

323/290/88

4264

5500

Dec 30

73/50

4023

5075

Jan 6

67/120

6225
23,426

5250
25,975

FUNERALS
Ken Holmstrand
December 26, 2018

Dec
2018

Dec
2017

Dec
YTD
2018

Dec
YTD
2017

Regular
Offerings

41,711

32,221

265,324

262,060

Other
Income

1533

1462

18,886

16,225

Total
Income

43,244

33,683

284,210

278,285

Expenses

26,449

26,716

282,206

285,166
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2nd Lesson

Gifts and Memorials:
 Ray & Judy Wiles and Irene Rudnicki, in memory of
Ken Lindemood, to General Fund
 Rev Dennis & Jeanne Morreim, in memory of Ken
Lindemood, to Mission Appeal
 Elmer & Karen Splett, in memory of Ken Lindemood, to Dominican Ministry
 Karen Kormanen, in memory of Elvera Roe, to Haiti
Mission
 Karen Edin, in memory of OSLC members who
have passed this year, to Matching Fund
 Dave & Julie Beal, in memory of Ken Lindmood
and Elvera Roe, to Gifts & Memorials
 Dennis & Florence Nelson, in memory of Ken Lindemood, to Gifts & Memorials
 Trish Rice, in memory of Elvera Roe, to Gifts & Memorials
 Jane Oswold, in memory of Ken Lindemood, to
Engery Fund
 Carol Lyle, to Handbells
 Mary Krohn, in memory of Bud Angell and Ken Lindemood, to Mission Appeal
 Steve Korby & Jan Salo Korby, in memory of Gary
Pastika to General Fund and in memory of parents: Charlie & Esther Korby & Leonard & Evelyn
Salo, to Christmas Fund
 Phil & Nancy Maunu, in memory of Ken Lindemood, to Mission Appeal
 David Gilderman, in memory of Ken Holmstrand,
to Gifts & Memorials
 Mary Krohn, in memory of Cindy Haglin’s Mom, to
Gifts & Memorials
 In memory of Ken Lindemood, to Gifts & Memorials, from: Dale & JoAnne Pearson, Rev. Richard &
Judith Hane, Linda Holmstrand, Bob & Peggy
DeCaigny, and Larry & Mona Anderson
 Bonnie Christopherson and Chuck & Sonja Wick, in
memory of Ken Holmstrand, to Haiti Mission
 Dave & Deb Templeton, in memory of Ken
Holmstrand, to General Fund
 Jane Oswold, in memory of Ken Holmstrand, to
Energy Fund
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PPC Minutes
OSLC- Parish Planning Council
December 18 at 7:00 pm
“To know Christ and to have others know Him”
Present: Rob Macauley, Rich Krikava, Jan Larson, Bruce Larson, Brad Bowers, Shannon Matzdorf, Carrie Rye, Marty Rye, Keith
Matzdorf, Pastor Chris Hill, Jess Pedersen
Share Highs & Lows/Opening Prayer/Devotion.
Approval last meeting’s minutes-Carrie motioned to approve minutes as written, Jan seconded, and it passed unanimously.
Pastor’s Report (notes from meeting in bold and italics)
Faith5 verse: Psalm 80:7 “Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved”
Funeral: Elvera Roe (12/29) & Ken Lindemood (12/15)
Baptism: Everett William Ludwig, 11/25 (Andrew & Erica); Date yet to be Set: April Thorp, Shelby & Erik Thorp
Staff
Office: Connie; Intense season
Bruce (volunteer); Budget projections,
Associate Pastor: Pastor Karen; (see her report)
Children Youth and Family Ministry Director: Jessica; (see her report)
NHCPS: Angel Gamache/Thera Wiersma & board: Transferring primary connect to Jess
Chrs. Ed. Dir.: Juli Lattner (volunteer);
Van Coordinator: Gene Wiersma (volunteer),
Sunday Lock-up: Jane Oswold (volunteer),
Cleaning: Fonoti Family;
Music: Brad; Ryan; Carol; Tom; (Liz; special).
Other Ministry
+ Worship schedule; Christmas Eve: 3:00, 5:00, 10:30
+ Confirmation
New Students (9) and 2nd Year Students (11) began Nov. 28; mix of 8 th, 9th & 10th graders
Teachers: Me, Pastor Karen (occ.), Jess, Bill. Anybody else want to help teach one or more sessions? (each session is 4 consecutive Wed nights)
+ Shoveling Volunteers; Ron Stahl could use a couple more volunteers
+ Bible Study: Wednesday Morning; Seasonal Study
+ New Member Potentials: 3 households from 1 st service attended “Live Among God’s Faithful People, Connecting Through Our Savior’s” workshops, 1st 2 December Sundays School time. At least 3 2 nd Service Households and 2 other 1st Service Households also
“connecting”.
+ New door is progressing, Jennifer Hamilton is working to get contractor estimates, hoping to install during Christmas Break or the
next break.
Other Ministry Opportunities:
+ Year End giving from OSLC Designated:
Action International; Andersons
World Mission Prayer League; Sauck
2nd Harvest (1/2 to 2nd Harvest ½ to Cloquet Salvation Army)
2nd Harvest (5% R3 tithe, Backpack, 2nd installment)
ELCA World Hunger Appeal
(5% R3 tithe)
Haiti Mission
Total
+ Match total: $12,026 by the end of this week.

$

150.00

$ 341.00
$ 1463.05
$ 979.83
$ 6090.27
$ 1500.00
$ 10,524.15

Prayers?
Families of Ken Lindemood, Juli’s grandma (Helen); Sam Buytaert; Dean Haglin
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PPC Minutes
Team Leader Reports
Christian Education: The Sunday school program was successful on December 9. We participated in both services. Sunday school
will resume on January 6, 2019.
Church Properties: Nothing new to report but looking for additional members on the team.
Deacons: Now fully staffed.
Evangelism: The Welcome team developed an ad for the Pine Journal & Smart Shopper to advertise for the Paul Oman service and the
Christmas Eve services. The ad was also printed as posters and hung at local communities.
Fellowship: The Fellowship Team organized the Advent Festival Bake Sale. We had great participation from the congregation for donating baked goods. We raised $1,254.50. The money will be equally divided between the Fellowship Team and WELCA. The Giving
Tree has been completed and all gifts have been delivered to the Salvation Army. We were able to donate 75 gifts for 25 children in the
area. There are now ornaments on the tree for gifts for the church kitchen.
Stewardship: No report
Youth Ministry: Things continue to run smoothly as I establish myself here at Our Saviors. Confirmation has started up, and I will be
an involved leader at classes. I shared my faith story with the confirmands and I also will be leading a small group session at the start of
the new year. Lunches continue to go well with an average of about 30 students per meal. Middle school youth group is also going well
with anywhere from 4-8 students on a Wednesday afternoon. The clothing fundraiser we did is done, and orders should be in this
week. We raised $154 this time around and are hoping that we may do some more work with this in the future. A huge thank you goes
out to everyone who participated and to all who continue to support my growing ministry here. New ideas for children and family ministries are in the works. I will gain a better sense of what will work well for the congregation as I continue to get to know everyone involved in the ministries here.
Worship, Arts and Music: Happy with Drawn to the Word service, excellent music throughout. Preparing for Christmas Eve services.
Some organ work happened last week, with more work planned for this week.
WELCA: No report
NHCP: Looking for a fundraiser to replace the shiny paper. Also started planning for Spaghetti dinner.
Old Business:
AED update – The AED is on-site and mounted. Training has occurred for office staff and a few others.
Windows Victim Support – A lot of donations were received and given to Zion for assembly.
Electronic directory – Some data manipulation has occurred, but progress has been slow.
Prayground – nothing new to report, but still in discussion among staff.
Name Tags – still researching a new local source for name tags.
Faith Page – paid, monthly ad in the Pine Knot.
New Business:
2019 January Congregational Meeting – Jan 27, 2019. Will need to generate the annual report and make it available by Jan 20. Information from each team will be due to Connie by Wednesday January 9.
Proposed 2019 Budget: Bruce has completed the draft budget, which was reviewed by CAT and presented to the PPC. CAT made
cuts to the spending plan as well as increased planned revenues to get the budget to balance. The PPC discussed options and priorities. After some small adjustments, the PPC approved (via motion by Keith and second by Jan) Bruce to write up the Ministry
Support Plan for the January congregational mtg. (the new budget name will be Ministry Support Plan).
Audit Committee – PPC recommends the following people: Rick Breuer, Rick Raun, Jeannine Nordin for the Audit Committee. (Rob
motioned, Jan seconded, and it passed unanimously)
Nominating Committee – PPC recommends Peggy DeCaigny, and also needs another name to recommend.
Smoke alarms – appears to be lacking enough smoke alarms in the building, some investigation is needed to determine if more are
needed.
Treasurer’s Report:
No report in addition to the budget discussions.
Next PPC meeting scheduled for January 22, 2019 at 7pm.
Closing Prayer with Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted by Keith Matzdorf, Secretary
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office matters
Are you interested in receiving the Messenger via
email and not the postal service?
Call Connie in the office at 879-1535 and give her your
preferred email address. This option saves Our Savior’s
paper, printing, and postage costs!

Please contact the church office when you or
a loved one are hospitalized or when a death
occurs so we can support and care for you or
your loved one.

Just in case you have
forgotten: You matter. You
are loved. You are worthy.
You are magical.

If you do not wish to use the regular coffee
cups when serving coffee, there are paper
cups in the metal cabinet in the kitchen.
Be Kind To The Environment.

Smartphone Apps for Contributing!
We can now accept contributions using a
mobile application available for FREE.
Simply go to your App Store, search for
GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the application and fill in the blanks. Thereafter,
when you want to give, simply click on
the icon, sign on and donate.
SO SIMPLE!

This is our 69th year of
radio broadcasts on
WKLK!!
Radio Broadcast Sponsorship
The calendar for the 2019 radio broadcast sponsorship is
up near the Fireside room. When signing up for a date,
remember to pay the office. The rate for a sponsorship is
$52.50. In order to keep this service, we need more sponsors. Thank you!

Page 14

Prayer Chain

Please call the Church office with
your prayer chain requests.
Please remember to call the office if you would like to
schedule a meeting in the church so we may put it in the
church calendar. Thank you.
SIMPLY GIVING
For those of you who use
Simply Giving for your
offering, there are pink cards
available in the pews for you to use.
How it works: To show your support of using Simply Giving, place the card in the offering plate.
It’s that easy. This gives other members a visual and reminder of
the Simply Giving program. If you are not enrolled in Simply
Giving, and would like to be, there are forms in the office, in the
Narthex, and on our Church website. www.oursaviorscloquet.org
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Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for our
members of our congregation currently serving in
the military. Please contact the Church office for
any other members we may have missed or if any
of these names should be taken off.
Skylar Scheer
Alex Lingren
Dane Kiehn
Tim Schlenvogt
Erika Blesener
Chris Vanderpool

Deadline for submitting articles is the 15th of the
month. Articles submitted after deadline will be
published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail your
articles to: email@oursaviorscloquet.org
March 2019 news deadline: February 15 by noon.
Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins is
Wednesday by 9:00 am. Thank you for your
cooperation and understanding.

Please remember the following members of
our church throughout the year:
Edgewood Vista
Pat Meisner
Evergreen Cottages
Becky Eknes
John Manisto
Evergreen Knoll
Joyce Fuller
Charlene Hagen
Evelyn Buddish
Dick Nelson
Larson Commons
Audrine Johnson
Suncrest
Janith Wadman
Mabel Clemens

Inter-Faith Care Center
Russ McKibbon
Eleanor Jania
Ricard Puumala
Art Johnson
Diane Sorenson
Plainview-Scanlon
Arlene Anderson
Maxeen Burns
Connie Hopp
Sunnyside Health Care
Anita Fountain
Elaine Huliares
Bayshore
Vicki Diver
Plainview-Esko
Donna Redding

The Radio Broadcast is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM
at 10:30 AM on Sundays.
The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Sunday
at 3:30pm & Wednesday at 3:30pm

We’re on the web!
www.oursaviorscloquet.org
https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
615 12th Street
Cloquet, MN 55720-2321
www.oursaviorscloquet.org
Office: (218) 879-1535
Pastor:
Pastor Chris Hill (ext 11)
pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org
(320)279-2374
Associate Pastor:

Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12)
karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org

Administrative Assistant:

Connie Reinke (ext. 10)
email@oursaviorscloquet.org

Children Youth and Family Director:
Jess Pedersen
jess.pedersen@oursaviorscloquet.org
Bookkeeper:

Bruce Larson

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship: Ryan Hanson, Director
ryan.hanson77@gmail.com
Church Website:

Administrative Assistant

New Horizons Christian Preschool:
Director:
Angel Gamache (ext. 19)
NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org
Teacher:
Thera Wiersma
NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org
Church office hours:
Monday: 8-3
Tuesday: 8-3
Wednesday: 8-3
Thursday: 8-3
Friday: 8-12
Sunday Worship Times:
Traditional Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 am
Contemporary Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
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