
 “To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him”    

 

OUR SAVIOR’S SHARED JOURNEY 
“GOD IS CALLING YOU AND ME TO LOVINGLY LIVE OUR MISSION” 
 

February is always a weird month. It’s short, as months go. It can be cold up here in “da 
nort’ land.” We know Spring is getting closer but is hard to tell in February. Lent starts 
mid-way through the month this year, and that always has the potential to shift one’s 
perspective. 
“This year…” It is hard to tell if February is going to be weirder than usual “this year.” 
Worship-wise, we will have Ash Wednesday services, but probably still at a distance. It 

is hard to tell if the virus is going to subside enough to let us back in the building for worship. Even if it 
does, if last summer’s “return” is any indication, there won’t be a lot of you showing up anyway. It is a good 
idea to take caution and care for the health of the community. It is a good way to love your neighbor, by 
protecting them with your mask and your careful practice. It will be weird either way. 
The rest of the Wednesday Lenten season will be Faith Formation Focused, aimed at families and 
Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) folk. We have been sharing the Confirmation program with Zion last 
year and this, but for Lent we will both be on our own. So that will be weird too. No Holden Evening 
Prayer. Zoom classes and gatherings. Weird, but informative. If you want to be a part of it, let me know and 
we can be sure you get the Zoom link. 
But we are still here. “We,” this church, this congregation, this Mission Driven community of faith; we still 
have a job to do together, “To know Christ and to have others know Him.” We will worship one way or 
another and have epiphanies about Christ’s healing power and the wonder of Jesus as the beloved Son of 
God, who transfigures our February darkness by His “unborrowed light” (ELW Hymn 315. v.1). Our shared 
journey through Lent, to know Christ on the cross, will begin. It is who we are: people, witnesses, sharers of 
the power of the cross. We will see Jesus’ victory over his own temptation, and look with him to the event 
and reality of Calvary. No matter what, we will be strengthened to lovingly live our Mission. 
No matter how weird the month is, no matter how bizarre the season, how off-kilter the year, God revealed 
in Jesus, Christ revealed in the cross, will deepen our knowledge and help us have others know him too. The 
cross is exactly what we need to declare in these weird times. The sacrifice, the suffering for others, the 
unbridled love of God for all humans, for all creation, needs to be declared by word and loving action, this 
weird February perhaps more than any in recent memory. The cross rises in opposition to so-called Christian 
Nationalism, a heresy and repugnant false teaching that denies the sacrifice and example of Jesus to instead 
claim social and political power. We would do well to study and meditate on how Jesus triumphed over that 
very same temptation, for in Jesus’ example is our own guide to knowing Christ, and to lovingly living our 
Mission, and to keep our Baptismal promise to “work for justice and peace.”  
At our Annual Meeting (as weird as it was being on Zoom or on your phone), I asked you to consider the 
year ahead as a time to respond to God’s call to “lovingly live our mission.” February will find us taking 
early steps in our exploration of what that needs to look like in these transitional times. I am not sure what 
we will see when we look toward to future together, guided by God’s Spirit. But one thing I do know: 
I am on that journey with you! 

The 

Messenger 
February 2021 

Pastor Chris 
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 
Bible Bullets and Biblical Interpretation 

 

    In last month’s newsletter, I mentioned slinging “Bible bullets” at each other and an example from the movie 
Simon Birch. Simon and the priest quote opposing scriptures in a heated discussion! 

    In this newsletter, I’ve included a handout “Use of the Bible in Making Ethical Decisions” from 2001 which I 
have found to be a useful tool. It lists six different ways to view the Bible: all the way from View #1 viewing the 
Bible as a Sacred Cow, to View #6 viewing the Bible as antiquated. I was introduced to this tool when our 
denomination was in the study process as to whether or not to bless unions between people in same-gendered, 
committed relationships and if we as a denomination should ordain these individuals. The important pieces for me 
to remember from this handout were that 1) we do have different views of the Bible, even in the same 
congregations, and 2) that people with views in different categories of Biblical interpretation have trouble 
understanding each other. I recall a speaker adding that we would not be able to change the mind of a person with 
a view other than ours. 

   This tool was helpful to me when I happened to walk in on a conversation at the dry cleaners about 
homosexuality between an employee and a man at the counter. I am acquainted with the owner and she 
introduced me as pastor to the man at the counter who was the pastor of a more conservative denomination. I 
commented, “I’m really proud of our denomination for going through a study process and deciding to ordain 
people in same-gendered, committed relationships.” To which he retorted with much anger, “You should be 
ashamed of yourselves!” I recalled this tool and knew we were certainly of differing opinions and would not 
change each other’s minds. I then responded by saying, “I think we have to agree to disagree and this 
conversation is over.” 

    Certainly, we run in to differing opinions in many areas of our lives. There are appropriate and inappropriate 
ways to address differing opinions. (The violent acts on January 6th at the  

U.S. Capitol were inappropriate.) Since 1996 when I commuted weekly to Luther Seminary, I have been 
impressed by Minnesota Public Radio reporters (and others) who maintain level heads and do not react to 
“passionate” interviewees. Maybe this non-reactive response strikes me because this was something I did not 
witness while growing up! 

    Yes, we all are God’s children. How do we interact when we hold differing opinions? How do we respectfully 
work to change systems? How do we behave responsibly? As Christians, we are not doormats. Matthew 10:16 
tells us, “be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”  

    May we use civil, respectful discourse when discussing differing opinions. “What does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8) Life is certainly complex 
isn’t it? 

Dare we Toot our own Horn? You Betcha!! 

   Fairly recently, I learned that a six-year-old friend in the early 1960’s asked her mom if she was pretty. “Oh, 
you’ll do,” her mom replied. The mom did not want daughter to get “a big head” and be conceited! We do still 
worry about that don’t we? I think this is a Scandinavian trait; we really do not want to brag about ourselves or 
have our children brag about themselves. 

   But you know what? We at Our Savior’s do have bragging rights! We had our services on YouTube, Public 
Access Television and the radio long before the coronavirus prevented us from meeting in person. We were easily 
able to simply continue doing what we had been doing. We are now sending out about 100 packets to our Sunday 
School students twice a month! Many of you have contributed to the $75 cost per mailing for this new ministry. 
Many of you in our congregation continue to financially support our ministries here at OSLC even though they 
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look different. I am aware of a much larger ELCA congregation in the Twin Cities that usually has five services 
each weekend. Now also unable to meet during the pandemic, this larger congregation is streaming a worship 
service once a weekend and no Sunday School is happening. What we are doing here in Cloquet at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran is worth tooting our horns about. We are doing a good job and we can be proud of ourselves! 

 

Communion Thanks 

Thanks to those of you who came by the church to pick up your consecrated elements for our Christmas Eve 
Service, double thanks if you took the initiative to deliver to your neighbor! Thanks to these folks who delivered 
communion to many of our members: Ron & Sue Stahl; Lisa Hecht, Connor & Laura; Aleta Brule; Sherri Waller; 
the Krikiva Family; Ruthie Breuer; Christine Ringat and Sarah; Gene Wiersma; the Matzdorf Family; and yours 
truly (Pr. Karen). We have celebrated the sacrament “together” three different times during the coronavirus 
pandemic in 2020! 

    Lent is Coming! 

Yep, even though we are not yet meeting in person for worship, a new calendar year has begun and the changing 
of the church seasons continues. Lent begins on Wed, Feb. 17th, 40 days before Easter not counting Sundays (as 
those are considered “mini-resurrection” days).  A recorded Ash Wednesday service will be shared. Plans are still 
being made about what the rest of Lent will look like since we cannot yet gather. 

Pastor Karen’s Musings 

Use of the Bible in Making Ethical Decisions from “The New Testament and Homosexuality, Denying God's 
Purpose" by Walter F. Taylor, Jr. 
 
Everyone who reads the Bible operates with underlying presuppositions, especially when they read it to obtain ethical 
direction. I'd like to suggest six basic models by which we tend to operate.  
 
1. Sacred cow: The Bible is viewed as a written deposit of God's truth, valid in very specific ways for all times and 
places. The Bible's ethical statements are to be taken at face value.  
 
2. Traditional: Jesus and the early church adopted Israel's prescriptions concerning family life and human sexuality, 
and they remain valid unless they are clearly opposed by Jesus, the rest of the New Testament witness or unless they 
represent cultural peculiarities.  
 
3. Neo-traditional: Very significant today, this view agrees with the traditional one. The major difference is that neo-
traditionalists insist that we have often misunderstood the Bible. When correctly understood, the Bible serves as the 
source and norm of the church's ethical values. This position was crucial in the Lutheran church's decision to ordain 
women, for example.  
 
4. Source of principles: The Bible's ethical authority doesn't rest in its specific moral instruction but in its 
overarching norms, values and ideals that need to be applied by today's Christian community,  
 
5. Source of identity and dialogue: The Bible is chiefly a major source of identity for the Christian community in its 
self-understanding and in its understanding of God, The Bible, essentially, says what the church says it says and is a 
resource for the dialogue between the church and our pluralistic society.  
 
6. White elephant: The Bible is antiquated. Ethical positions should be developed totally apart from the Bible, with 
Scripture used only to provide the most general outlines of the story of God with God's people.  
 
These six approaches program how any reader will deal with the ethical material in the Bible. In addition, people with 
different presuppositions have trouble understanding each other.  



4 “To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

 

Children, Youth, and Family 

(CYF) 

Wow!  I can’t believe a whole month has gone by already!  How about you?  How are you 

holding up?  I know for me, it’s been a busy month!  I started schooling with my 4 boys again 

and started back to work after a nice week off over Christmas break.  I really have loved the 

trees being covered in frost so much over the month of January!  It was so beautiful!  I hope 

you had time to stop and enjoy the beauty, too!  It helped me to stop for a few minutes and 

just take a deep breath and take in the beauty of God’s creation.  It is stunning!   
 

Children:  

 Children ages 3-6th grade are receiving packets in the mail twice a month for Sunday 

School.   

 Children ages birth- age 5 that are baptized will receive a monthly newsletter for their 

parent(s) with age appropriate information on faith development.   

 Children ages 3-10 are receiving cards in the mail from me.   
 

Youth:  

 Middle School Youth Group (students in grades 5-8): January 3rd and 17th from 3:30-

5:00pm  on Zoom. Contact Jennifer Hamilton at jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org for Zoom 

information. 

 High School Youth Group (students in grades 9-12): January 7th and 21st from 6:30-8:00pm 

on Zoom.  Contact Jennifer Hamilton at jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org for Zoom 

information. 

 Movie Night: February 19th from 7-9(ish) we will watch a movie on Netflix!  We will meet on 

Zoom (contact me for a link!) and then we will watch the movie on Netflix Teleparty.  This 

does require a Netflix account and the Teleparty extension to be downloaded onto your 

Chrome browser.  Please let me know if you need help with this beforehand as I’m happy 

to help! All students in grades 5-12 are welcome! 

Families:  

Were you able to try out any new faith growth habits?  Did you find anything that worked for 

your family?  Did you have a chance to try out any of the Faith 5 habits? 

The five steps of Faith5 are: 

STEP 1: SHARE your highs and lows 

STEP 2: READ a Bible verse or story 

STEP 3: TALK about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows 

STEP 4: PRAY for one another’s highs and lows 

STEP 5: BLESS one another 
 

mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Family Activities:  

Pizza with the Pastors will be on Sunday, February 28th at 4:00pm on Zoom!  We will put our 

pizzas together as a group (while meeting together on Zoom) so we can fellowship together. 

Then while the pizzas are baking, the pastors will have a “family time teaching.”   
 

Please go to the church website to sign up for how many pizzas your family needs and what 

toppings you would like for your pizza(s) by February 14th.  Pizzas will be delivered on either 

Friday, February 26th or Saturday, Feb. 27th (more info on the next page) 
 

Please contact Jennifer Hamilton at jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org or at 218-590-6959 if you 

have any questions or concerns.  This is open to everyone but will be geared towards those 

with younger children. 
 

I hope that you will find the opportunities useful in growing faith and exciting!  
 

Many blessings,  

Jennifer Hamilton  

Children, Youth, and Family  

We are opening the fellowship hall and the youth room  
to one family at a time! 

 
The youth room was just refinished by some of our wonderful youth this summer and it is beg-
ging to be used!  The youth room offers a ping pong table that can be turned into a pool table, 
games, TV, parachute and balls and just plain a different space!  If you let me know ahead of 
time, I can even set up the big screen and projector for a movie (you would need to provide the 
DVD) and provide popcorn! Our fellowship hall is a HUGE space that will allow kids some 
space to RUN! 
 
Here are some of the rules, for everyone’s safety:  
 only one family per day 
 masks are required when entering, exiting, and/or leaving the fellowship hall/youth room 

areas, but are NOT required while you are with your family group in those areas 
 please use door 3 
 please be sure to sign in by door 3  
 please be respectful of the space at all times.  
 please clean up any messes that were made. 
 please be sure to fill out the cleaning checklist prior to leaving the space, so we can be sure 

to sanitize items that were used.  
 Have fun! 
 
You can sign up on the church website OR by calling the church!  
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Family Activity 

You’re invited to Pizza with the Pastors! 
 

 

Who: You and your family!  

 

What: We will put our pizzas together as a group (while meeting together on Zoom) so 

we can fellowship together. Then while the pizzas are baking, the pastors will have a 

“family time teaching.”  

 

Where: In the comfort of your own home 

 

When: Sunday, February 28th at 4:00pm on Zoom!   
 

How: Go to the church website to sign up for how many pizzas your family needs and 

what toppings you would like for your pizza(s) by February 14th.  You will receive an 

email with the Zoom link after you’ve signed up. Pizza crusts and toppings will be 

delivered on either Friday, February 26th or Saturday, Feb. 27th depending on where 

you live. 

 

The available ingredients are listed below in case you’d like to call the church office to 

place your order. There is an option to “phone in” to the Zoom meeting if you don’t 

have an internet enabled “smart” device, so you can call the church office for that 

number as well. 

 

We hope to see you there! 

 
 

 

Available Toppings:  

 Pepperoni 

 Peppers 

 Black Olives 

 Onion 

 Spinach 

 
 

**Gluten Free pizza crusts are available upon request** 
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“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

We all have times when we celebrate a special event (birthdays, anniversaries etc.) or would 

love to hold up someone in a special way. Donations which support special activities in your 

church can be a great way to celebrate that special person or event. We at Our Savior’s 

want to spend 2021 highlighting different ongoing ministries that would greatly benefit from 

those gifts. These donations will be especially important this year, as many of our normal 

fundraisers had to be modified or cancelled in 2020. You can designate funds in the memo 

line of your check, in the “other” category on your offering envelopes, or by attaching a note 

to your offering. Contact the church office with any questions. 

February Highlights: 

Sunday School Sponsorships  

$75/mailing 

Sunday School mailings go out twice a month and reach 131 children in 90 families (and 

counting!) with materials and activities to help families share the Bible stories and lessons we 

all love with their elementary aged and pre-school children. 

Sponsoring radio broadcasts on WKLK 

$65/service 

Before and throughout the pandemic, many of our members depend on hearing our worship 

services on the radio. We have a long history of 71 years of Our Savior’s services being 

broadcast on WKLK. 

 
Our Savior’s SMART team was established to research and implement ways for Our Savior’s to operate safely 
during the pandemic. 
 
One of the first items put in place was the COVID Business Plan required by the State. This document put in 
place procedures for staff and visitors to the building as well as building protocols for those that enter and use Our 
Savior’s for meetings and ministry. 
 
The SMART Team put guidelines together for when we would switch between virtual worship and in-person 
worship, using the state numbers of # of cases per 10,000 residents in Carlton County. The team set the threshold 
at 30/10000. The Team continues to monitor those numbers on a weekly basis. 
 
Additionally, protocols were put in place to have in-person worship as safely as possible. These included traffic 
flow in and out of the building, distributing communion, collecting offering and ensuring masks were worn and 
names/contact information were recorded for contact tracing purposes. 
 
Putting procedures and protocols in place has helped ease decision making. As we all know, COVID information 
changes quickly as do number of cases and information from CDC, MDH and the State.   
 
The SMART Team will continue to monitor and make changes as necessary to keep Our Saviors staff, members, 
and visitors as safe as possible.  

SMART Team Updates 
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Our Savior’s YouTube Channel FAQ’s 

During this pandemic, we’ve all been adjusting our schedules and learning new things. We’ve been 

getting more questions about how to access videos of our services online, so we’ve compiled some 

“Frequently Asked Questions” for anyone wanting to know more about that resource.  

 

Q.  I have never watched anything on YouTube.  What is it exactly? 

A. YouTube is a free video sharing website that makes it easy to watch online videos. When you go to 

the website youtube.com you can search videos by person, artist, topic, song title etc.  Our Savior's has 

posted our services on YouTube since February 2016!  While you can search individually for these 

services, Our Saviors has made it easier for you by creating it's own YouTube channel. 

Q. So what is a YouTube channel? 

A.  You can think of it as sort of a TV channel or homepage where all of Our Savior's where you can 

view all of our Savior's videos, even old ones, any time you choose. 

Q. How do I find Our Savior's YouTube channel? 

A. There are a couple of ways to find us!  

1) Go to the youtube.com website. At the top there is a search box.  Type in "Our Savior's 

Lutheran Church Cloquet MN".  Find our church name/logo in the list that shows up and 

click on it.  You will be taken to Our Savior’s main page.  That is our channel! 

2) Go to our website (oursaviorscloquet.org) and  scroll all the way down to the bottom of  

the home page. Under “Connect with Us,” click on the button that looks like this:  

and it will bring you right to our channel!  

Q. How do I play a video? 

A. Select the service or video you want to watch.  Click on it and it will play. 

Q. Do I need to "Subscribe"?  That red button? 

A. We encourage you to do so.  With 100 subscribers we have access to more features.  Subscribing also 

helps you to find the channel more easily, as it will now show up on your youtube.com home page, and 

can alert you when new videos are posted. 

 

That's it!  Through YouTube you can watch any of Our Savior's videos any time you want.  During this 

time when we need to stay more physically distanced, hopefully these videos help us to feel more 

connected to our faith community. Please don’t hesitate to contact the church office if you have any 

other questions you’d like answered about YouTube or any of our other online resources. 
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“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Church News 

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT US FROM HOME 
 

+ Remember your church with your financial gifts. 
Without Sunday Worship, Our Savior’s is at risk of 
losing 2/3 of it’s income. You can give online (see 
details on page 14), send your offering envelope by 
mail, drop your envelope off at the church, use the 
“QR” code on the cover of this Messenger or ask your 
bank to send donations directly to Our Savior’s. 
+ Let Mary Krohn (218-310-2682) or the church office 
know if you or someone you know needs support of 
any kind. 
+ Volunteer for the Phone Contact Team. Contact 
Mary Krohn or the church office for details. 
+ As a family, adopt a member to call, pray for, write 
to, send birthday cards to, send greeting cards to, 
email, draw pictures for… as a family faith & fun 
activity. Contact Jennifer Hamilton at the church 
(jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org,  218-879-1535) for 
ideas. 
+ Look out for your neighbors. 
+ Share your ideas for helping our community with 
your church leadership: 218-879-1535  
pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
email@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Anti-Racism Study Group 

An Anti-Racism Zoom Discussion group is being 

planned for early this year.  The group will read 

and discuss the book  “Dear Church: A love letter 

from a black preacher to the whitest 

denomination in the US” by Lenny 

Duncan.  Dates and times to be determined.  If 

you would be interested in participating in this 

discussion group please contact the church 

office with your name and what times might work 

best for you.  

Meetings at church have been postponed. Study helps are being 
sent via mail. Contact the church office if you would like to 

receive these mailings. 
Read and discuss the upcoming  Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Chris or Pastor Karen 
 

Wednesdays 
10am-11am 

        
Meets monthly to discuss various books 

of interest 
For both men and women 

For more information  
please contact  

Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH BY SHOPPING WITH 

AMAZONSMILE 

       FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 
 
       The first Sunday of the month is 
designated as Food Shelf Sunday. The monetary 
gifts collected will help both 2nd Harvest and 
Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a real bargain in 
which every family can participate. May we share 
our blessings with those in need.    
 As the church is now closed, please 
continue to leave your contributions in the church 
office or mark in your offering that it’s for Food 
Shelf Sunday.  
  
       

Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  
Co-chairs          

December’s Contributions were $1,165 

mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
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WEEKEND SNOW SHOVELING 

 

SNOW SHOVELING 

While Ron Stahl has volunteers to cover 

weekdays this winter, I am still looking for 

weekend shovelers for the last half of 

February, as well as all of March and 

April.  Please give me a call if you are 

available!  You can volunteer for as many 

open weekends as you like.  We have the 

shovels, salt and snowblower,  

ALL WE NEED IS YOU! 

 

Bruce Larson 

591-9483 

Rejoice, Renew Reach 
 

If you gave a one time or on-going gift to Rejoice Renew Reach, Thank you! The mission of Our Savior’s Lu-
theran Church, the ministry your church provides in the community and world, has continued to grow in many 
important ways as a result. 
Because of you, the Rejoice Renew Reach Mission Appeal has enabled Pastor Karen Linne’s increased minis-
try time and effort. Our Savior’s members and others who are in Care Facilities, isolated at home, or grieving the 
loss of loved ones have seen a direct benefit of her expanded ministry. Pastor Karen has trained and supported an 
expanded “home visit” team and, supported, the “phone contact team” who have been keeping in touch with 
many of Our Savior’s more senior members. Pastor Karen’s work with worship, preaching, confirmation and 
other ministries has expanded your ministry reach in deeply meaningful ways. 
Continued support is needed to maintain this expanded ministry. If you gave a “one time” gift to the Rejoice Re-
new Reach Mission Appeal, please prayerfully consider doing so again, in any amount that works for you, if 
you are able. If you have been giving regular gifts to the Mission Appeal, please prayerfully consid-
er continuing to do so, if you are able. If you have not given to the Appeal, this would be a fantastic time to plan 
to do so, if you are able! 
 
Thank you from your Parish Planning Council 

Church News 

The Giving Tree 
 

Thank you for your generosity! On December 16th I 
counted the money collected so far and we had $250 
in cash donations in addition to all the gifts 
purchased for the 15 children. I reported that amount 
in the January Messenger. Then over the next two 
weeks, more contributions came into the church 
office. I am so happy to report that Our Savior’s 
congregation was able to give the Salvation Army 
an additional $679.20 in January! Thank you for 
your generous support of this mission. It is sure to 
help families of need in our area. 
 
Jan Larson and the Fellowship Team 

Help Wanted: 

Readers of any age for our weekly service recordings at 4:30 on Thursdays!  

If you have 20 minutes to spare at that time, we would love for you to read one or 

more of our lessons for Sunday services.  

Contact the church office by phone or email if you are interested. 
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PPC Minutes - 12/15/20 

This is a summary. Please contact the church office 
if you would like a copy of the complete minutes. 

 
Present: Pastor Chris, Pastor Karen, Jan Larson, Bruce Larson, 
Brian Kazmierczak, Duane Buytaert, Juli Lattner, Brad Browers, 
Mary Krohn, Jennifer Hamilton, Roxanne Frederick, Keith 
Matzdorf 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  November income was $4,500 below 
budget and expenses were $2,200 under budget for a net negative 
of $2,300 (main difference is timing of a $2,000 donation from 
NHCP, which will happen in Dec).  YTD income was $11,500 
below budget and expenses were $18,000 under budget for a net 
positive amount of $6,500 as compared to budget. 
 
Ministry Contact: 
Lots of phone contacts continue, drop-bys at the office ebb and 
flow 
Funerals: Mary Kummala  (11/16) & Cliff Svedahl  (12/3) 
Baptism:  Matt (adult) and Degan (11 m/o son) Johnson (12/16) 
 
Staff:  
 
NHCPS: Angel G./Thera W.& board; Closed due to COVID, 
Angel coordinated Poinsettia Purchase, they received state 
funding for COVID relief ($8500 2x) 
Janitorial: Kellie; (Temporary for COVID quarantine: Maddie 
Rice)  PC moved to pay Maddie as an independent contractor for 
the time she is working for us (at $10/hr for OSLC and $20/time 
for Northern Lights facilities).  Jennifer seconded the motion and 
it passed unanimously.  We discussed Kellie’s lost wages and 
Jennifer moved to use funds from the PPP funding to pay her 
normal wages during the time she was off.  Jan seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
Phone Ministry: Mary Krohn; Contact to share Christmas Eve 
Communion process 
Other Ministry 
+ Confirmation;  
Old Testament Study through this week, online only; lost 1 
student because of the process 
Guest Presenter last week for “Peer Pressure and Social Media” 
New Testament beginning Jan, shifting to a little more 
independent study approach 
Other Ministry Opportunities: 
-   PPP funds; Staff recommendations: (1) Tithe for local or 
global needs; (2) Off-set COVID mailing or other costs; (3) 
Support for local food needs 
- Parking lot lights re: MNPower seem to have been replaced. 
 
Associate Pastor’s Report – Dec 2020 
Did a Bible orientation video for 2nd graders who received their 
bibles recently. 
Working on communion distribution planning for the Christmas 
Eve on-line service. 
 
Children, Youth and Family Director Report – Dec 2020  
Speaking of being fully online, we had our Middle School Youth 
Gathering on December 5 on Zoom!  It was an all-day affair with 
games, made slime, learning about the Apostle’s Creed and even 

some time built in for guided journaling and reflection.  We had 8 
students participate and say they had a great time, even though it was 
fully online.  The nice thing about it was that most of our students 
were 5th graders so they would not have been old enough to attend 
the in-person Middle School Youth Gathering, but they were able to 
attend the online one with Katie and I.   
 
Team Leader Reports: 
 
Christian Education:  Completed videos of bible verses and family 
sharing for the on-line Christmas Program (Katie is putting together 
the overall video).  Sent out a lot of Craft projects for this month’s 
Sunday School packets (huge thanks to all those that helped prepare 
those!).  These will continue two times a month.  Second graders 
received their bibles. 
 
Old Business 
On-line services:  They could use some more volunteers for 
readings. 
 
New Business 
 
Giving Report – Mission Appeal summary report (campaign ended 
on 9/30/20) – Total contributions were $187,816.  Spending included 
roof repairs, organ repairs (and some upcoming organ repairs), 
donations to Second Harvest and ELCA World Hunger, and 
additional hours for Associate Pastor.  Total expenditures were 
$179,832.  The remaining $7,984 will be used to continue Associate 
Pastor salary for the rest of 2020. 
 
Budget – Discussed the CAT recommendation for the 2021 
budget.  The $2,000 of organ maintenance that was removed to 
balance the budget is planned to be covered by a special fund-raising 
effort, like a Chili Feed.  It was suggested to start sending some 
money to the Synod again, as we did in the past.  Jan moved to 
approve the CAT recommendations for the budget, with plans to 
fund the organ maint and some Synod donations through special 
fund-raising.  Mary seconded the motion.  Further discussion 
occurred afterwards.  Following the discussion, Duane amended the 
motion to add $25/mo cell phone stipend to Jennifer’s compensation 
plan and PC seconded, which the amendment was passed.  Then the 
original motion was voted on and passed unanimously.   
 
Logistics for the Annual Meeting (proposed for January 24, 2021) 
 
Need to pass the following Continuing Resolution: 
 
Continuing Resolution 12.15.2020:  This congregation may hold 
meetings by remote communication, including electronically and by 
telephone conference, as long as there is an opportunity for 
simultaneous aural communication. To the extent permitted by state 
law, notice of all meetings may be provided electronically. 
PC motioned to approve, and Mary seconded.  The motion carried 
unanimously and the resolution passes. 
 
 
Next PPC meeting scheduled for 1/19/20 at 6:30 pm (on-line 
meeting). 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted by Keith Matzdorf, Secretary 
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Sunday Readings for February 

Sunday Services may or may not use all of these texts 

Church Records 

Date YouTube 

Audience 

Offering Offering  

Needed 

Dec 20 159 3307 7128 

Dec 27 71 6845 7128 

Jan 3 95 7838 5250 

Jan 10 119 4423 5250 

Jan 17 97 920 5250 

  23,333 30,006 

 Dec 

2020 

Budget 

Dec 

 2020 

Actual 

Jan-Dec 

YTD  2020 

Budget 

Jan-Dec 

YTD 

2020 

Actual 

Income 34,823 28,937 294,993 277,563 

Expenses         25,219 25,124 294,993 276,827 

2020 Net                     

Income 

9604 3813 0 735 

2019 Net  

Income 

9183 6832 0 (7032) 

February 2 February 14 
February 21 

1st Sunday in Lent 
February 24  

Isaiah 40:21-31  

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c (3) 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23  

Mark 1:29-39  

2 Kings 2:1-12  

Psalm 50:1-6 (2)  

2 Corinthians 4:3-6  

Mark 9:2-9  

Genesis 9:8-17  

Psalm 25:1-10 (10)  

1 Peter 3:18-22  

Mark 1:9-15  

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Psalm 22:23-31 (27) 

Romans 4:13-25  

Mark 8:31-38  

Gifts and Memorials: 
 

 Diane Sorenson in honor of Jane Salo’s 

100th birthday to the Food Shelf 

 Thursday Night Bible Study to Sunday 

School 

 Mary Krohn in memory of Cliff Svedahl 

 Diane Sorenson in memory of Cliff Svedahl 

 Dan & Connie Male in memory of Jeanne 

Morreim and John & Elaine Huliares 

 Bruce & Jan Larsen for a baptismal 

sponsorship 

 Dennis Morreim in memory of Martin Barr 

 Rebecca Circle in memory of Carol 

Schlenvogt’s mother (Evanda Lange) to the 

Quilters 

January Radio Broadcasts: 
 

1/3: No Sponsor 

 

1/10: Richard Krikava in memory of Bill    

          Singpiel 

 

1/17: Karen Strandness & Family in honor  

          of Millie Lutter’s 100th birthday 

 

1/24: No Sponsor 

 

1/31: No Sponsor 

Carol Schlenvogt 

1/13/2021 
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All groups are currently barred from 
meeting at Our Savior’s. Exceptions 

are limited to food drive events.  
Please continue to stay healthy and safe 

over the holiday season. 

Simply Giving 
If you are not enrolled in  
Simply  Giving, and would 
like to be, there are forms in 
the office, in the Narthex, and 
on our Church website. 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Smartphone App for Contributing! 
We can now accept contributions using a 
mobile application available for FREE.  
Simply go to your App Store, search for 

GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the 
application and fill in the blanks.  

Thereafter,  
when you want to give, simply click on 

the icon, sign on and donate.   

Online Offering Options: 

 

PayPal 

Did you know that you can send   

offering through PayPal? Just click on 

the “offering” link on the Church 

website,  

 

Prayer Chain 

Please call the Church Office  with 

your prayer  chain requests. 

Please contact the church office when you or  

a loved one are hospitalized or when a death  

occurs so we can support and care for you or your 

loved one. 

ADJECTIVES NOT USED  

TO DESCRIBE PASTORS!! 

Omniscient  (adjective) having complete or unlim-

ited know-ledge, awareness, or understanding; per-

ceiving all things.  

Omnipotent  (adjective) (of a deity) having unlim-

ited power; able to do anything. 

   These adjectives meaning all powerful and all 

knowing certainly describe God but not pastors. 

Therefore if you are in the hospital or have 

moved to another place, God will know about it 

but Pastor Chris and Pastor Karen won't! Hospi-

tals no longer call churches to notify them when 

members are hospitalized; nor do assisted living 

facilities. Please let us know so that we can do our 

best to visit you to support you.  

We appreciate you "keeping us in the loop!" 
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W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B !  
w ww . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for 

members of our congregation  that are former or 

current military.  Please contact the Church office 

for any other members we may have missed or if 

any of these names should be taken off. 
Skylar Scheer           Alex Lingren                                                    

Tim Schlenvogt       Erika Blesener       

Chris Vanderpool   Jessica Lingren     

Tim Larson                River DeMars 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

   Edgewood Vista 

Pat Meisner 

    Evergreen Knoll 

Joyce Fuller 

Becky Eknes 

Charlene Hagen 

   Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

    Suncrest 

Mabel Clemens 

 

    Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

    Inter-Faith Care Center 

Ricard Puumala 

    Plainview-Scanlon 

Arlene Anderson 

Connie Hopp 

  Sunnyside Health Care  

Anita Fountain 

Dick Nelson 

71 Years on the air! The Radio Broadcast  

is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM at 10:30 AM  

on Sundays.   

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Sunday  

at 3:30pm & Wednesday at 3:30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

     Deadline for submitting  articles is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted after deadline will 
be published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail 
your articles to:  email@oursaviorscloquet.org 
     March 2021 news deadline:  February 15 by 
noon. Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins is 
Wednesday by 9:00 am.  Thank you for your   
cooperation and understanding.    

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 
 

Senior Pastor:     Pastor Chris Hill         (ext 11) 

                         pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                                                            (320)279-2374 

 

Associate Pastor:             Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12)

            karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Kathryn Keller        (ext. 10) 

email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children Youth and Family Director:   

       Jennifer Hamilton  (ext. 17)  

               jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Bookkeeper:                     Bruce Larson 

                                      bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:     

        Ryan Hanson, Director

                        ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:               oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

New Horizons Christian Preschool  

Director:                             Angel Gamache  (ext. 19)  

                        NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Teacher:                             Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Church office hours: 

Sat-Mon: CLOSED 

Tuesday:  8am-3:30pm 

Wednesday: 8am-3:30pm 

Thursday: 8am-3:30pm 

Friday:  8am-3:30pm 

 

 

Sunday Worship Available... 

On YouTube: Sundays at 8:00am 

On the radio: Sunday at 10:30am on WKLK 1230 AM 

On TV: on CAT 7 Sundays and Wednesdays at 3:30pm 

In Person: as soon as we safely can! 

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art
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