
 “To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him”    

 

What Are You Waiting For…?        December Letter from Pastor Nancy Hong 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth…. 
I moved from South Dakota to northern Minnesota just over two years ago.   
For a while I waited for my new house to feel like home.  I also waited to 
build connections with new neighbors…and for a new job…and for the 
pandemic to go away.  In other words, I waited for my life to feel like “my” 
life again.  What about you?  Are you waiting for something?  Someone?  
One statistic estimates that we spend about 6 months of our lives just 
waiting in lines! 
 

In ancient Israel the last prophet to have brought the word of God to the people was Malachi.   After 
Malachi, Israel waited 400 years for another prophet and another word of God.  That’s a long, long 
time to wait. 
 
And then…John the Baptist came along:  7 He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all 
might believe through him.   John the Baptist brought the news that Israel would no longer have to 
wait for a word from God because the Word (Jesus is poetically called the Word  in the Gospel of 
John) was “coming into the world.” 
 
Are you waiting for a word from God?  A word from God to tell you…what?  That you’re not alone?  
That you’re worthy?  That you’re loved as you are?  Take heart, dear people.  The Word of God has 
come.  And that Word, Jesus, was and is Emmanuel, which means God with us.  And because Jesus is 
still with us, we can trust that we are not alone, that we’re worthy, and that we’re loved!  
 
Happy Christmas everyone!   
      Pastor Nancy 
 
Try reading this passage out loud and slowly.  How do you feel when you hear it? 
Gospel of John 1: In the beginning was the Word, & the Word was with God, & the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God; 3 all things were made through him, and without him was 

not anything made that was made. 4 In him was life, & the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came for testimony, to bear witness 
to the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness to the light. 9 The true light that 
enlightens every man was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
knew him not. 11 He came to his own home, & his own people 
received him not. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God; 13 who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and truth…. 
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Joyful News 
 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Creator and Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 

 

As I write it is the middle of November, snow is and has been softly falling most of the day. Your staff 

and many of the church teams have begun planning for the season of Advent and the Blessings of 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  

 

Martin Luther encouraged families to observe Advent as a time  to teach their children about the com-

ing of Christ. And so down the centuries we have celebrated the season of Advent as a church family 

committed to telling the story of Emmanuel, God with us.  

 

Our services will be blessed by the music of the choirs, the call of the bells, the music of organ, piano  

and of children telling the story of a baby born in Bethlehem. The fourth Sunday of Advent (after a long 

COVID hiatus)  will be the Children’s Christmas program. It will be during the 9:30 Worship Service on 

December 18. 

 

We will celebrate our three Christmas Eve services. We will also have a Christmas Day Sunday Ser-

vice at 9:30.  This will be an informal gathering to celebrate Christmas Day. Pastor Nancy and I con-

versed about this service. Since Christmas Day does not often fall on a Sunday, it  was irresistible to 

have a Christmas Day Sunday Service. 

 

Pastor Nancy, in her sermon on the November 13, quoted one of my favorite verses from John 1:1. “In 

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Read these words 

aloud. Memorize these words. They are words of beginning, words of faith, words of love and words of 

hope. This is most certainly true. 

    Christmas Blessings 

Pastor Joy The Giving Tree 
The Salvation Army Adopt-A-Child for Christmas, The 

Giving Tree, will be ready by November 27th  in the church 
narthex and available during regular church office hours. On it 
will be paper ornaments for you to take and purchase a gift(s) 
indicated for a child in need. In the interest of keeping gifts 
more equal and fairer for all families: 

  
The Salvation Army requests that we spend $40 per child. 

  
 If you take a child’s ornament, please plan to spend about 

$40. You do not need to purchase every item listed on the 
paper, just use the wish list as a guide for ideas of what the 
child likes.  IF you would like to help out but $40 is more than 
your budget, then select an ornament with a cash amount to 
donate instead. For cash donations, make your check out to 
Our Savior’s and put The Giving Tree in the memo line. Then 
our committee will combine the donations and purchase the 
remaining gifts. Please bring your gifts or donations to the 
church office by Monday, December 12th.  Make sure you 
attach the paper ornament to your gift to identify the child 
who will receive it. Please DO NOT wrap the gifts, but a gift 
bag is appreciated. Thank you for your generosity! 

We want to extend a huge thank you to every-

one who helped make the return of the Fall 

Lutefisk dinner a huge success! We could not 

have done it without you. What a blessing to 

once again have friends gather to make lefse and 

prepare the rest of the meal. Many hands sure 

did make light work as we prepared and served 

this years dinner.  

  

“Church is not something you go to, it’s a family 

you belong to.” We sure do have an amazing 

family! 

  

~Nancy Singpiel and Richard & Shannon Krikava 
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Church News  

Advent Festival Bake & Craft Sale 

The Fellowship Team and WELCA are sponsoring a sale of homemade baked goods, including 

Christmas cookies, Scandinavian goodies and other assorted items. The sale will take place after the 

worship service and Sunday School Christmas program on Sunday December 18th. There will be only 

one service that Sunday at 9:30am.  The sale will start immediately 

after the service. All funds raised will be used for future fellowship 

events and WELCA projects.  If you are baking for the holidays why not 

make some extra cookies, breads, candies or other assorted 

homemade items and donate them to the bake sale? Don’t bake but 

you enjoy sewing or crafts? We would welcome any donations of 

crafts, too. We are always looking for others to join in. Call Jan Larson 

at 878-1281 or email Jan at janbruce79@gmail.com if you are able to 

donate any goods. Drop off your donations at the church kitchen on 

Friday December 16th between 9am and noon or between 9am and 

11am on Saturday December 17th.  Please price your items for us, you 

know best the value. Then plan to be in church on Sunday December 

18th and stock up on homemade goodies for the holidays.  

Candlelight Christmas Eve Services 
 3:00pm      5:00pm        10:30pm 

(Communion served at all 3 services) 

Christmas Morning A Capella Service 
9:30am in Chapel 

The church has ordered 30 poinsettia plants to enrich the beauty of our church sanctuary 
during the Christmas season.  If you would like to sponsor a plant as a memorial, gift, or in 
celebration, please fill out this order blank and drop it in the offering plate or in the mail. 
Proceeds from the poinsettias will benefit the New Horizons Christian Preschool.                                                              
Please turn in before December 18th, 2022. Please include the following information:      
 

Name (of buyer) _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cost:  $20.00 per plant        Quantity________  x $20.00  =__________total_____________________ 
 
For whom:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check one:  Gift ________________  Memorial ______________    In Celebration of ______________ 

mailto:janbruce79@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pngitem.com%2Fmiddle%2FiRhJixJ_vector-illustration-of-poinsettia-traditional-christmas-poinsettia-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw2kCpzRB0UrcP-wfU0LPC_g&ust=1668023933230000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFw
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-532593.html&psig=AOvVaw2aBpRkzs5qTrXKgxWk7LbT&ust=1668103869421000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoTCNC-kqfZofsCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAY
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 NHCP News 

Greetings from the Preschool, 

       "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people 

from their sins."  Matthew 1:21  
 

    What a wonderful time of year to be celebrating the birth of our Savior!  Teaching the children 
about the birth of Jesus is one of my favorite times of the year.  I love hearing them sing their 
Christmas songs and how they sing from their hearts.  They sing of the true meaning of Christ-
mas. The children have also been enjoying making ornaments and continuing to learn new things! 

 

      I hope all of you have a wonderful 
Christmas and Happy New Year.  I pray that 
you get time to spend with your families 
and are able to reflect on all the good 
things that have happened throughout the 
past year.  God has blessed the Preschool 
and continues to do so every day.  I am ex-
cited to see what God has in store for us in 
the year 2023!  Thank you for keeping us in 
your thoughts and prayers! 

In God's Hands, 

Angel Gamache 

SYNOD NEWS 
In our community and lands...Broken Lands is a podcast series bringing together the voices of Native Americans and 
settlers to reflect on the effects of treaty violation, the meaning of reparations, and the possibility of a future in which we 
live well together.  Broken Lands was inspired by the Duluth Reparations offered by the Northeastern Minnesota Synod, 
ELCA to the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe in the amount of $185400 + $100 + $1100. This gift was made in an effort to 
begin repairing the relationships that have been damaged and trust that has been breached. The amount of the gift was cho-
sen to acknowledge the treaties of 1854, 1855, and 1866; treaties that outline rights, responsibilities and obligations for all 
of us who live together here in Northeastern Minnesota on these broken lands.  
 
Climate Care 
Acting upon a request from several sources, in November 2021 the ELCA Church Council authorized the development of 
an ELCA social message on climate care. Social messages are ELCA teaching documents that address a focused social top-
ic. Drawing from existing social teaching, they provide theological rationale and social analysis to foster discernment and 
engagement on a relatively narrow social issue. This project was authorized in light of the grim contemporary situation af-
fecting our global home and the need for fresh action on the part of this church. It draws its framing themes from several 
social statements, particularly Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice. In line with standard ELCA protocol, the 
project is being shepherded by the ELCA Director for Theological Ethics, working with a lead writer in collaboration with a 
group of reviewers. The draft social message is now available for public feedback! https://download.elca.org/ELCA%
20Resource%20Repository/DRAFT-Social_Message_on_Climate_Care.pdf?_ga=2.6125814.451817303.1668535573-
1603529.1668535573 and then use the survey to share your input by Friday, December 2, 2022. The draft will be edited, 
guided by the feedback, and presented to the ELCA Church Council to be voted on this coming spring. 
 
The ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program is ready for new volunteers!  
This year, for the first time since early 2020, YAGM participants are walking alongside our international neighbors. Now, 
it’s time for the YAGM team to find the next volunteers ready to step out into the world. Do you know one of them? Appli-
cations are now open, and you can invite young adults on this journey abroad for the 2023-2024 program year. Apply at 
elca.org/yagm. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.zone%2Fschool-christmas-cliparts&psig=AOvVaw2krLYy10x_fimX0WQ9scVN&ust=1667052524658000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoTCNjUxt6Mg_sCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAd
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00128koK03dFWCVqxqcKMhH3F4i_wxyyQU1zn3hQVIj3HiwpSoZLPTx30Y5gM5ZVPZ_RLEMVSrc9n8Rvzdy45WB60a-QJ4gXVZm4jUgTKxwBVOSu2XS2GjrsMyyVTrjc-On5ubvHU7hz8oURFyg8ex9pYBToBtUXvgKvFQUV58Ksxum3emse9UzJ5-10rgdJPM37z2mIWweYYcA6KmPGYEz3IXAt1QuxE3vLPc
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00128koK03dFWCVqxqcKMhH3F4i_wxyyQU1zn3hQVIj3HiwpSoZLPTx30Y5gM5ZVPZ_RLEMVSrc9n8Rvzdy45WB60a-QJ4gXVZm4jUgTKxwBVOSu2XS2GjrsMyyVTrjc-On5ubvHU7hz8oURFyg8ex9pYBToBtUXvgKvFQUV58Ksxum3emse9UzJ5-10rgdJPM37z2mIWweYYcA6KmPGYEz3IXAt1QuxE3vLPc
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00128koK03dFWCVqxqcKMhH3F4i_wxyyQU1zn3hQVIj3HiwpSoZLPTx30Y5gM5ZVPZ_RLEMVSrc9n8Rvzdy45WB60a-QJ4gXVZm4jUgTKxwBVOSu2XS2GjrsMyyVTrjc-On5ubvHU7hz8oURFyg8ex9pYBToBtUXvgKvFQUV58Ksxum3emse9UzJ5-10rgdJPM37z2mIWweYYcA6KmPGYEz3IXAt1QuxE3vLPc
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Policies_and_Procedures.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/DRAFT-Social_Message_on_Climate_Care.pdf?_ga=2.6125814.451817303.1668535573-1603529.1668535573
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/DRAFT-Social_Message_on_Climate_Care.pdf?_ga=2.6125814.451817303.1668535573-1603529.1668535573
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/DRAFT-Social_Message_on_Climate_Care.pdf?_ga=2.6125814.451817303.1668535573-1603529.1668535573
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R8R98QX
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Church News 

HAITI UPDATE 
Our latest boxes of diabetic and wound supplies are 

still traveling as I write this. Dr. Manno and his staff ea-

gerly look for their arrival and send their sincerest 

thanks for these supplies as they are truly an answer 

to their prayers.  Dr. Manno shared a story of a day 

when he felt near despair.  His head nurse came to 

him holding what was their last vial of insulin.  He was 

embarrassed to admit that he got quite short with 

her, reminding her that he needed weeks to try to get 

more insulin.  Later that same afternoon, their clinic 

received a message from a hospital in the region that 

knew Dr. Manno had many diabetic patients.  That 

hospital had several vials of insulin that were nearing 

expiration which they sent  to Dr. Manno’s Sante’ 

2000 Clinic so they would not get wasted.  Dr. Manno 

said he took this as a message from God to not des-

pair and keep striving forward.  The supplies MMM 

sends are truly a lifeline for this clinic.  Thank you for 

your continued support! 

 
 
 

 

 

Women’s Christmas Potluck Gathering 

Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022 at 10:00 am 

Fellowship Hall 

RADIO BROADCAST 
The calendar for the 2023 radio broadcast  
sponsorship is up near the Fireside room.    

Remember to pay at the office.  The rate for  
a sponsorship is $67.00. In order to keep this 

service, we need more sponsors.   

Thank you! 

Good news for us Lutherans! We have returned to 
coffee and treats after Sunday worship. If you would 
like to host a coffee time please sign up on the clip-
board in the Narthex. 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

 If you turn in any money to the church office 
(ie. coffee serving, food shelf, fundraisers, 
meals, or student activities), please count the 
money and write that amount on the front of 
the envelope. Seal the envelope before drop-
ping it in the office. 

 

 If you are in the building after hours, please 
check the calendar before locking ANY doors, 
inside or outside.  We have meetings most 
evenings, and need to keep things open for 
them to have access. Kellie will make sure 
everything is locked up at the end of the 
evening.  

Please prayerfully consider joining the Stewardship Team.  
At this point this team consists of only two people who 
have served on this team for a considerable amount of 
time.  We are feeling a strong need for new ideas and fresh 
input.  Currently we meet about once per quarter and com-
municate in between primarily by phone or email.  One 
primary function in the past couple of years has been to 
contribute brief notes for each Messenger that helps your 
church family members identify ways to share their gifts in 
celebration of God’s blessings and in service to your 
church family.  Please contact the church office, one of the 
Pastors or Mary at 218-310-2682 if you would like to help 
this team. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-675470.html&psig=AOvVaw3ldyIc-x3nStVT0GEsQil4&ust=1667053163087000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoTCKCopY-Pg_sCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipart.world%2Fcoffee-cup-clipart%2Fabstract-coffee-cup-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw3fUWLWonjLtwvyClEKOtpI&ust=1647536638069000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCOD56LKOy_YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipart.world%2Fcoffee-cup-clipart%2Fabstract-coffee-cup-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw3fUWLWonjLtwvyClEKOtpI&ust=1647536638069000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCOD56LKOy_YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipart.world%2Fcoffee-cup-clipart%2Fabstract-coffee-cup-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw3fUWLWonjLtwvyClEKOtpI&ust=1647536638069000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCOD56LKOy_YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
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Church News 

QUILTING GROUP 
meets the 2nd and 4th  

Thursdays of the month 
in the quilting room across from 

kitchen beginning at 9am 
For more information please contact 

Irene Rudnicki at 218-879-4809 
 

Sewing Experience is NOT necessary.  
There are non-sewing duties such as  
ironing, tying and sorting material. 

 

 
Meetings at church have started up again! 

 
Read and discuss the upcoming Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Joy 
 

Wednesdays 
10am-11am 

     
Meets monthly to discuss 
various books of interest 
For both men and women 

For more information  
please contact  

Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

    FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 
 

The first Sunday of the month is designated as Food 
Shelf Sunday. The monetary gifts collected will help 

both 2nd Harvest and Cloquet Salvation Army. This is 
a real bargain in which every family can participate. 

May we share our blessings with those in need.   
 

Even though church is currently open for Sunday service at 
9:30, please continue to contribute if you can. As collection 
will not be taken as usual, you can leave your contribution 
in the office or in the offering plate with comments about 

where the money should go.  
     

Thank you,  
Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  

Co-chairs   
    

November Contributions were $496 

IRA MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION 
OPPORTUNITY 

If you are at least age 72 and are subject to the Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) rules regarding IRA 
distributions, you have an opportunity to maximize your 
tax savings! Any RMD amount you request your 

custodian send DIRECTLY to Our Savior’s from your account will be 
a Qualified Charitable Distribution, which means it will roll over 
without tax consequences. No need to worry about whether you will 
itemize your deductions under the new tax law, the distribution is not 
included in your income in the first place! 
   We have a form in the office you can use to request the transfer 
DIRECTLY to Our Savior’s. However, before you do, make sure you 
consult your financial advisor FIRST. They will be able to determine 
your eligibility, let you know how much your RMD is for the year, 
answer your questions and advise you as to whether this transaction 
makes sense for you.   So, pick up a form and contact your financial 
advisor. This could be a WIN-WIN for both you and your Church! 
     If you want to make your 2023 Church offering in late 2022 for tax 
purposes, WE CAN DO THAT!  Simply give the check, or 
information on the distribution from your financial representative, to 
Connie or Bruce in the office.  You will then get credit for the 
contribution on the date it is received (so start that process EARLY if 
you want your financial representative involved!) on your 2022 year 
end tax summary as long as the funds are received in the office 
BEFORE Friday December 30..  On the Church's books however, 
your donation will be allocated to whatever time period you want (i.e. 
12 months of 2023, first six months, whatever) and to the fund you 
want (i.e. Envelope Offering, Mission Appeal, etc).  But you must let 
Connie or Bruce know when and how to allocate your contribution, 
please don't assume we know! 
     Finally, if you make a contribution in late 2022 for 2023 and are 
filling out your pledge card, please note what will be paid in late 2022 
and what you will wait to contribute until 2023 
     If you have questions, call Bruce at 218-591-9483. 

$ 

https://www.pngitem.com/middle/hmxRoTh_full-clipart-food-bank-groceries-clipart-hd-png/
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PPC Minutes 10/18/22 
 
Present: Pastor Nancy Hong, Pastor Joy Armstrong, Rich Krikava, Jan Larson, Jennifer Hamilton, Brad Browers, Thera Wiersma, Julie 
Birkemeyer, Roxanne Frederick, Marty Rye, Keith Matzdorf 
 
Sharing of Highs & Lows / Opening Devotion / Opening Prayer 
 
Approval of last meeting’s minutes – Minutes from the Sept 20, 2022 meeting were sent out electronically and reviewed.  Jan motioned 

to approve the minutes with one small change, Jennifer seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Income for Sept was equal to the plan, and expenses were $1,700 less than plan, leaving us $1,700 ahead of plan for 
the month.  Year to date we are $5,800 behind plan, with income $6,000 below plan and expenses $200 less. 

 
Pastor’s Report: (updates during the meeting in bold, italics) 
Pastor Nancy was hired on 9/28 and started on 10/1.  She started leading worship on 10/9.  It has been somewhat overwhelming trying to 
get up to speed with OSLC.  Attended a lot of meetings, including people stopping in at the office.  Assisted with hospitality for the 
Synod event held at OSLC, which was a big success. 
 
Pastor Joy’s Sept report 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1” 
I would like to thank you all for your support and the work you have done to bring Pastor Nancy, our interim, here.   
I presided at four worship services. I also planned two worship services, 
I worshiped with the elders at Sunnyside and Interfaith one Tuesday. 
I met with three Wednesday Bible studies and three Acts Bible Studies. 
I performed 10 communions with people unable to attend service. 
I attended CAT and PPC meetings. 
I met with Rally Sunday team. 
I attended four confirmation and retreat planning meetings 
I was overjoyed to be asked to do the Wednesday and Thursday preschool devotions. There were six devotions in September.  
We (Jennifer, Pastor CJ) and I met with the parents and confirmands to discuss the requirements for confirmation.  
I attended my first retreat in forty years with the youth. It was a blast and well run by Jennifer. 
There was also one funeral.  
 
CYFD Report 
It has been a wild month to put it mildly!  We got several ministries up and running over the past few weeks.  
Middle School Youth Group 

We started small just due to starting late and only getting the word out by postcard.  We started with 7, the next week we had 12 
students, and last week we had 15 middle school students! We also have 1 high school student leader and we have added a 
second high school leader.  All students in grades 5-8 are welcome to attend youth group, regardless of church affiliation. A 
huge thank you to those adults who made this ministry happen before my leave and for those who plan to continue this ministry 
while I am on leave!  

Confirmation  
We have 6 students from Our Savior’s and 1 from Zion that we are currently serving in this ministry.  It has been fun and we are 

meeting regularly now. 
Our confirmation retreat was a huge success!  We had the opportunity to partner with Bethesda and had a group of 12 (I think!) 

students and several adult leaders.  Students had so much fun that they asked to meet on a Wednesday that we didn’t have 
Confirmation scheduled, so we did and had a great time together.  

I would love if someone would lead a fundraiser while I am on leave to help defray the cost of the retreat.  With all the changes and 
me working on wrapping up so many things to be ready to go out on maternity leave, I just haven’t had time to plan one, but 
would love to see someone step up to lead this.   

Sunday School  
Sunday School has been a big hit!  The first week we had 30 students!  Our numbers are running smaller right now (15-20ish) on a 

regular week.  The plan has worked well with the child’s adult either staying after service to fellowship or they head down to 
the fellowship hall to participate with their child.  

We absolutely need more adult leaders!  We need at least 4 more people to commit to leading at least 1 Sunday a month.  Roxanne 
is doing an amazing job but what we are doing is simply not sustainable without more help.  I, unfortunately, am not able to 
dedicate the time after service as I often get pulled away into other things or I have students that need to speak with me, etc. 

There are a few high school students that have been fantastic at helping guide our young ones, so I’m hoping some adults will step 
up, too. 

We are also looking for a Middle School adult leader.  There is a wonderful high school student that is wanting to help lead this but 
we need an adult leader for this, too!  We have several middle school students every week that come and hang out or help with 
our younger ones.   
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PPC Minutes 10/18/22 
High School Youth Group 

I have had several requests from high school students at Zion and Our Savior’s to have something for high schoolers.  
Unfortunately, due to a lack of time (on my part) and lack of partnership from Zion, I have not been able to make this happen.  I 
would encourage someone to start this while I am on leave in order to help serve our older students!  

Post-Baptism Ministry  
This is for our youngest people!  This ministry will continue while I am on leave.  A huge thank you to Jan Larson for making this 

happen!  
All Youth Gathering 

The All Youth Gathering is happening this year through the synod!  Wahoo!  Booo that I do not get to attend as it falls a week after 
my due date.  But the great news is that 4 adult leaders have stepped forward to bring students!  We have 12 middle and high 
school age students that will be attending this life changing event!  

Second grade Bible Sunday  
It went well.  Both families that were there had let me know ahead of time, which was great.  Letters went out to a total of 17 

families (with one family letting me know that their child was really in first grade).  It would be great if someone would reach 
out to the other 14 families that didn’t respond or come to pick up their Bible.  Maybe someone could do this follow up in 
November? 

 
Team Leader Reports: 
Christian Education: Started Sunday School, going strong with a lot of new families (roughly 27 students).  Still looking for some 
back-up leaders to help Roxanne.  There was some concern regarding the Fellowship Hall – during Sunday School people were trying 
to setup for the Chili Cookoff, which was distracting.  Requesting communication of Fellowship Hall needs after worship so the Sunday 
School could have adjusted. 
Church Properties: A list of small and larger capital work that is upcoming was sent out.  Bruce is coordinating this effort.  Marty will 
need some help setting up the church Christmas Trees on the Friday after Thanksgiving. 
Palanca Deacons: Continuing to meet routinely. 
Welcome:  Provided a basket to the silent auction and are planning to start meeting again in November. 
Fellowship: The Fellowship team is back to meeting on a monthly basis. This team was a huge support for the Chili cook off and will 
also help with the Lutefisk Dinner. We are looking for someone to take the lead on the Salvation Army Giving Tree in November. 
NHCP:  Things are going well so far, serving 15 families and 16 students.  Also doing greeting cards for shut-ins and others.  They have 
gotten some Thank You responses and the kids have really enjoyed it.   Furnace grants have been applied for, still waiting to see if it is 
approved.  Looking for suppliers of Poinsettias for Christmas.  They will need snow shoveling volunteers. 
Stewardship: Pledge cards were sent out.  Planning to hand out Time and Talents sheets during Worship in the near future. 
Worship, Arts and Music: Looking for a few more video operators. 
WELCA: No update. 
Children, Youth, Family Ministry: See report above. 
 
Old Business 

Roof Repairs – still looking into quotes. 
Transition team – looking for 5-6 people willing to dig in further to our mission and values and provide information to the Call 

Committee as a guide to match a new Pastor with our needs.  PPC gathered a list of names and Juli will reach out to them over 
the next few weeks. 

 
New Business 

Pastor Joy Contract – Addendum to her current contract stating that she will increase from her current 12 hrs per week to 20 hrs/wk 
once Jennifer starts her maternity leave.  Once Jennifer returns, she would return to 10 hrs/wk.  Juli motioned for this change via 
e-mail, Julie seconded, motioned passed with seven for and two opposed. 

New Treasurer – Wendy Thompson has volunteered for this position.  Rich motioned that we 
approve Wendy to replace Joe Randall as our Treasurer effective immediately, Jan seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously.  

Capital Projects Committee Update – Met once and started lining out tasks. 
Fellowship Hall lights approval – Jan motioned that the project goes forward, Jennifer seconded 

and motion passed unanimously. 
Chili Cook-off Report – Silent auction took in $1,385, token sales was $972, for a total of $2,357 
Background checks – need to figure out how to get background checks completed for all the new 

volunteers for the Youth ministry work.  Rich will look into how this is done. 
 
Next PPC meeting scheduled for 11/15/22 at 6:30 pm. 
Closed with Prayer 
Respectfully submitted by Keith Matzdorf, Secretary 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fbonnie740105%2Fsanta-claus-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw2krLYy10x_fimX0WQ9scVN&ust=1667052524658000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoTCNjUxt6Mg_sCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
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Radio Broadcast for November 

11/6:    John and Sharon Harney 

11/13:  Mission Endowment Fund 

11/20:  Mission Endowment Fund 

11/27:  Pat Meister and family, in thankfulness for 

all we have. 

Volunteers for December 
Sound Board Operators: 

4th 9:30   Terry & Sue Nanti 
11th 9:30   Jan Larson 
18th 9:30   Curt Skowlund 
24th 3:00   Terry & Sue Nanti 
24th 5:00 
24th 10:30 
 
Video Booth: 

4th 9:30   Bruce Larson 
11th 9:30   Bruce Larson 
18th 9:30   AJ & Annabelle Skowlund 
24th 3:00 
24th 5:00 
24th 10:30 
 
Readers:  

4th 9:30   Bill Schlenvogt  
11th 9:30   Linda Holmstrand 
18th 9:30   Keith Matzdorf 
24th 3:00 
24th 5:00 Rich Krikava 
24th 10:30 Kathy Rye 

Communion Servers (Deacons): 

4th 9:30   Ron Stahl, Rich & Shannon Krikava 
11th 9:30   Kathy & Marty Rye, Jim Boyd 
18th 9:30   Denny Painter, Bill Schlenvogt,  
  Katie Buytaert 
24th 3:00 
24th 5:00 
24th 10:30 
 
Ushers:    

4th     9:30   Linda Boyd, Sherri Waller 
11th   9:30   Rick & Ruthie Breuer 
18th   9:30   Rob Macaulay 
24th   3:00 
24th   5:00 
24th   10:30 
 

BAPTISM 
Grace Nicole Abrahamson 

Daughter of Erik and Jennifer 
December 4, 2022 

Nicholas Lee 
October 24, 2022 

THANK YOU 
Thank you so much for the check for $713.00 to help the 
Haiti people. It is so greatly needed and so greatly appreci-
ated! 

Ministry in Medical Missions 

Donation cutoff for 2022 is  
Friday December 30th at 10:00am 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
. 

We all have times when we celebrate a special event 
(birthdays, anniversaries etc.) or would love to hold up 
someone in a special way such as through memorials.  Do-
nations which support special activities in your church can 
be a great way to celebrate that special person or event.  
Currently there is approximately a $7000 need for the 
heating system repairs in the New Horizon’s wing of the 
church.  This would be a great opportunity for a specially 
designated donation.  In addition elsewhere in this Mes-
senger you will see information about an opportunity to 
purchase poinsettias to help decorate your sanctuary in 
celebration of the Christmas Season. 

                              Blessings from your Stewardship Team 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fbaptism-flat-icon-on-a-white-background-vector-22975728&psig=AOvVaw1bK31pLOLNxaCJOs-6x4Oj&ust=1649954448367000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoTCNjLw7i9kfc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstringfixer.com%2Ftags%2F%25E2%2580%259Ememory&psig=AOvVaw0WbFcirnHi_vJ18SSxTENq&ust=1647537375684000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCLiv25KRy_YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAN
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vecteezy.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fholly&psig=AOvVaw2dq6xjeuObApgX0qeCUxq_&ust=1668193699970000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CA8QjRxqFwoTCICovPmnpPsCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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Church Records 

Gifts & Memorials: 
 Ray & Judy Wiles, in memory of Bob 

McDonald’s brother Jack, to Gifts and 

Memorials 

 Bob McDonald, in memory of Aleta Brule’s 

dad, Herman, to Gifts and Memorials 

 Janice Beberg, in memory of Jack McDonald, 

to Carpet Squares. 

 In memory of Judith Alderson, to NHCP, by: 

Pastor Dennis Morreim, Wally Swenson, Marge 

Kangas, Linda Holmstrand, Pat Meister, Joyce 

Jerde, Barb & Steve Scharfenberg, James, 

Betty, Nancy and Petrer Lehet, Stacy & Ron 

Peterson, Rick Bloom, Gene  Paula Wright, and 

Connie Kurtz. 

 In memory of Judith Alderson, to Food Shelf, 

by: Diane Sorenson, Gwen Muermann, Carol 

Maki, and Ken & Aleta Brule. 

 In memory of Judith Alderson, to Carpet 

Squares, by: Duane & Sharon Putikka, and 

Donna Larsen. 

 In memory of Judith Alderson, to Youth, by: 

Peggy DeCaigny, Scott & Jill Elwood Family, 

Nancy Singpiel, Chris Yetka, and Tracey & 

Tony Hartung. 

 Pastor Dennis Morreim, in memory of Shirley 

Mattson, to NHCP 

 In memory of Aleta Brule’s dad, Herman 

Prudhomme, to Landscaping Fund, by: Roy & 

Linda Ober, Bruce & Jan Larson, Ray & Judy 

Wiles, Jerry & Katie Nidula, Joe & Jessie 

Bartczak, and Duane and Sharon Putikka 

 Duane & Sharon Putikka, in memory of Bob 

McDonald’s Brother Jack, to Giving Tree 

 Bob McDonald, in memory of his brother Jack, 

to Gifts & Memorial Fund. 

Date Attendance Offering 
Offering 

Needed 

Oct 23 85 3222 4321 

Oct 30 135 2145 4321 

Nov 6 90 9935 5776 

Nov 13 93 1955 5776 

Totals  17,257 20,194 

 Oct 2022 

Budget 

Oct 2022 

Actual 

YTD 2022 

Budget 

YTD 2022 

Actual 

Income 24,417 24,692 248,366 242,663 

Expenses     23,357 23,534 246,934 247,070 

2022 Net           

Income 

1060 1158 1432 (4407) 

2021 Net  

Income 

(3694) (2617) (9084) 314 

December 4 December 11 December 18 December 25 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7,18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:5-10 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Isaiah 62:6-12 

Psalm 97 

Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 

December Readings for Bible Study 

Do you love weddings?  
We are in search of a Wedding 
Coordinator. The main require-
ment is representing the church 
by making sure guidelines are 
met concerning decorating, set 

up and tear down, making sure church is open, col-
lecting payments and room rent, and lining up ser-
vice help. You will meet with couples/families to 
work out wedding details. You will be present at 
the rehearsal and ceremony. This opportunity is 
paid for by the family. Any interest or questions, 
please call Connie Reinke at 218-879-1535. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Flove-solid-icon-connected-hearts-vector-illustration-isolated-white-wedding-glyph-style-design-designed-web-love-solid-icon-image127712037&psig=AOvVaw2qDu1wVVj-Am0SmY54v7Cn&ust=166871
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Prayer Chain 

Please call the 

Church Office 

with your prayer 

chain requests. 

Vanco Online 

We have a new way to donate! Go to secure.myvanco.com/L

-YRS5(or find the link under Connect With Us —> Donate) to set 

up one time or recurring payments! Your payment information 

can be saved for future use, and it’s easy to adjust your contri-

butions if things change. Contact the church office with any 

questions. 
 

Vanco Mobile  

It’s easy to give from your phone! Head over to the Apple App 

store or Google Play store to download the Vanco Mobile app 

for free. Search "Vanco Mobile" and look for this logo: 

   
 

 

 

To give using Vanco Mobile, follow these five easy steps: 

1. Search for “Our Savior's Lutheran Church” by name. 

2. Select your fund, gift amount, and frequency. 

3. Enter your payment method. (You can save this information   

      for future use!) 

4. Choose whether you want to cover processing fees. 

5. Click Submit to complete your donation. 

From 

Connie’s 
Desk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A silent night, a star 

above, a blessed gift of 

hope and love. A blessed 

Christmas to you!” 

Christmas  

Blessings  

to all  

Our Savior’s 

family and 

friends 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fsecretary&psig=AOvVaw00vTlMA9E3UAXSKnAUZ0_W&ust=1648131811704000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCID81ee33PYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nicepng.com%2Fourpic%2Fu2q8r5t4a9t4t4t4_christmas-star-clipart-free-image-christmas-star-circle%2F&psig=AOvVaw1k2H_AcK1bdRRv-sHPvRFL&ust=1667656107037000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoTCMi4paHV
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W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B !  
w ww . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for 

members of our congregation that are former or 

current military. Please contact the Church office 

for any other members we may have missed or if 

any of these names should be taken off. 
Skylar Scheer          Alex Lingren                          

Tim Schlenvogt       Erika Blesener    

Chris Vanderpool   Jessica Lingren   

Tim Larson               River DeMars 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

Keystone Bluffs 

Pat Meisner 

Evergreen Knoll 

 

Suncrest 

Carol Maki 

Jan Stork 

Mabel Clemens 

Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

 

 

Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

Connie Hopp 

Inter-Faith Care Center 

Ricard Puumala 

Becky Eknes 

Charlene Hagen 

Sunnyside Health Care  

Robert Fountain 

Beverly DeLacey 

Jeanne Brenna 

72 Years on the air! The Radio Broadcast  

is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM at 10:30 AM  

on Sundays.  

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Monday at 9:00am, 

Tuesday at 2:00pm, Wednesday at 3:30pm, and the 

following Sunday at 3:30pm. 

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

   Deadline for submitting articles is the 15th of the 
month. Articles submitted after deadline will be 
published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail your 
January 2023 news deadline: December 15 by 
noon. Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins is 
Wednesday by 9:00 am. Thank you for your  
cooperation and understanding.   

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 
email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

 

Interim Pastor:                Pastor Nancy Hong (ext. 11) 

             nhong@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                               

Minister of Spiritual Wellness:     

Pastor Joy Armstrong (ext. 12) 

             jarmstrong@oursaviorscloquet.org 

(218) 348-7188 

                               

Administrative Assistant:        Connie Reinke (ext. 10) 

creinke@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children, Youth, and Family Director:                 

                       Jennifer Hamilton (ext. 17)  

                      jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Accounting:                       Bruce Larson, Bookkeeper 

                   bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:   

                             Ryan Hanson, Director

                               ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:                       oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

 
New Horizons Christian Preschool  

Director:                              Angel Gamache (ext. 19)  

            NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Teacher:                                                 Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 
 

Church office hours: 

Sat-Sun: CLOSED 

Mon-Thur:  8am-2:30pm 

Fri: 8am-noon 

 
Sunday Worship Available... 

In Person: 9:30 am Sundays 

On YouTube: Sundays by 3:00pm 

On the radio: Sunday at 10:30am on WKLK 1230 AM 

On TV: on CAT 7 Sundays and Wednesdays at 

3:30pm, Mondays at 9:00am, and Tuesdays at 

2:00pm 

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art
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