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OUR SAVIOR’S SHARED JOURNEY 
Advent is Always About A Trip 

“We’re going on a trip!” When I was a kid, that was the official family announcement that 
adventure was about to take hold of our lives! A trip! “Where?” my brothers and I would wonder. 
At least I think they wondered too; I never seemed to know what was happening with our family 
vacations until the ’59 Beetle was packed (both with luggage and us) and we were on the road.  

Our family finances rarely allowed us too much latitude for destination of these trips, so they were a 
bit longer trips, like to Banff and Yellowstone (which was beyond amazing!) No matter how far the 

trips would take us, my parents managed to make the experiences deeply memorable. There was an attitude of expectation 
and wonder, joy and curiosity that pervaded those trips.  

That same attitude was a part of daily life in our house, particularly when it came to the holidays and especially the run-up 
to Christmas. Our Mom, being native to Germany and with all her relatives still living there, brought an “old world” 
atmosphere to many of our celebrations. Her sisters and parents would send us magical boxes filled with scents and 
artifacts of a different world. We had an Advent wreath, ringed with intricately carved wooden angels. We had Advent 
Calendars, cut from copies of classic German Christmas art, sprinkled with fragile German glitter (if you were not careful 
when you opened the doors of the calendar the glitter would scatter like magic snowflakes)! We took the Advent trip, the 
faith story journey, leading up to the celebration of the birth of Jesus. Like every family trip, my parents would make that 
experience deeply memorable each year, no matter what. The expectation and wonder, the joy and curiosity were always 
deeply woven into these “trips” through the Advent season. Dad would tell his childhood stories of the Hill clan’s 
Christmas traditions with a brighter twinkle in his eye. Mom would share her youth’s Christmases with a wistful air about 
her, a deep longing for her homeland holidays just under the surface of her obvious joy for the season. I carry those 
experiences lovingly through my Advents each year. 

Advent is always about a trip: the trip of the Holy Family to Bethlehem, the trip of 
the church through traditions and expectant Biblical texts, the trip of re-directing 
our daily notions more fully towards the loving embrace of Christ. Advent can also 
be a pilgrimage that can help us go of the commercial expectations that have 
attached themselves to this Holy Time and meditate instead upon the coming—
then and now—of “Immanuel; God With Us!” 

No matter what is happening in the world, Advent is always about a trip towards 
peace. There have been wars that could distract. There have been tragedies aplenty 
throughout the history of God’s peoples’ embrace of hope, that could have 
thwarted that gift’s arrival. There have been disasters and dangers, more than we 
can easily recall, that could have derailed us from God’s divine destination. This 
year the trip seems even more precarious, I must admit. But Advent is always 
about a trip, beyond the bounds of this world’s turmoil, into the very heart of 
God’s love; born in a baby, God in the flesh, grace in the manger.  

I invite you to explore the Advent trip in more detail this year. The care we must take to keep each other safe can open up 
possibilities for you to be more deliberately intentional in your approach and plans. Perhaps you can explore creative ways 
to gift and learn. Could you celebrate how God’s story merges with yours and with ours in more meaningful ways? There 
might be new, or even ancient, approaches to the season that would bless you and your world more fully than ever before. 

My Dad lived through the Great Depression, when there often was little material goodness to share during Advent. Mom 
lived through World War II under the bombs and destruction that made Christmas seem an unlikely unreachable miracle. 
They guided us each year through deeply grateful and wondrous Advents, shaped by their history, and blessed by the 
Gospel, no matter what. 

I pray I can be on a similar journey with you, this year more than ever.                           
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 
During difficult times, we are hopefully recipients of comfort and help from our friends and family. After going 

through these times, we often recall what was helpful and what was not (even though we recognize that any unhelpful 

comments were made with good intentions!). 

   What helpful lessons have you learned during those difficult times in your life? Do you find that you utilize actions 

that were helpful to you when you extend yourself to others in similar situations? 

    These are a few of the lessons I learned when my mom was dying due to a cancerous brain tumor (which could not 

all be removed surgically or with radiation and chemo). She was diagnosed in May 1989, 11 months after my dad died 

of a heart attack at age 55. My mom died in March 2000 at the same age as my dad. (Our oldest son Brian had just 

turned six when that diagnosis happened; Keith was six months old). Boy, that was a tough time. 

After my mom’s death, lots of people told me they had been praying for her and I appreciated that. But…it would have 

been nice to know that during her illness. I think it is important to let people know when we’re praying for them: jot a 

note, send a text, make a phone call, stop by and visit (well, we can’t visit right now, but we will be able to do so 

again.) 

I did have people offer to help and told me, “Just let me know if I can do anything.” Well, that was also nice, but…I 

did not know if they were serious or not. That is a nice, socially acceptable statement to make. I also discovered that 

sometimes I simply did not have the energy to pick up the phone and arrange something. I now try to make specific 

offers: Can I bring over a meal on Tuesday or Thursday? Can I watch the kids for you this week? I’m going to the 

grocery store, can I pick up anything? One of the dearest gifts that I received was when a friend came over while we 

were making funeral arrangements and cleaned my bathroom! 

I never tell anyone that a tragedy was “God’s will” or that they will learn something from the experience. Now, that 

person may say that they believe it is God’s will, and if that is their belief, I let them find solace in that. I may mention 

that I’m not so sure, but I’m not about to try to change their mind. One of my strengths is ministering to people during 

sickness, end of life and grief; and that’s the growth that occurred from the early deaths of my parents and experiences 

in congregations and in a hospital as a chaplain. But you know what? I would rather have my parents here (they would 

be 88 and 86 this year). 

At seminary, I learned from Dr. Bob Albers about the power of community. His 28-year-old son Joel, also a pastor, 

was killed in a car accident on a foggy Illinois day returning from a church meeting. Dr. Albers stated, “I can attend 

chapel every day, but I can’t sing. I have to allow the community to carry me.” Sometimes as members of a 

community of faith, we need to “carry” others. During our difficult times, we need others to “carry” us. We may need 

to let others know that we are having a hard time and what would be helpful. People, even beloved family members 

are not mind readers! 

   For many years, I found Christmas to be a painful time. I actually would have preferred to eliminate Christmas from 

the calendar! (But Jesus’ birth is a pretty big deal in the world, especially for a pastor!!!) I do remember screaming at 

God while making Christmas Eve dinner, “I just want to know they’re okay.” And after pulling myself together and 

with dinner in the oven, we went to the 4:00 church service. On the way there, we saw a rainbow in the sky. A rainbow 

on December 24th? I considered that my sign, and really, the only sign I have received. 

    Christmas can be a painful time. I’ll keep my eyes and ears open to let you know if any of the other churches in the 

are offering a virtual “Blue Christmas” Service. I found the one I attended to be very meaningful. With scripture and 

hymns, the mood for the service moves from lament to promise and hope.  

    This will be a very different Christmas for all of us this year. The Minnesota Department of Health recommends 

NOT to gather with families due to the chance of spreading the coronavirus. How we respond to that recommendation 
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may run the gamut. Nevertheless, our entire lives have been disrupted this year. 

   I encourage you to reach out to others. Send a card, send a text, make a phone call. I would encourage you to do that 

within our church community. Pick a name out of our directory; reach out when someone comes to mind. It is 

challenging to feel connected during this time when we cannot gather. And if you need to be “carried” now, let 

someone, including your church, know. And do not feel like you must send a cheery card if you are having a tough 

time making it through the day. 

    Even though Christmas may very well look different this year, may you be able to find a sense of peace and 

blessing. God coming to earth as a human is a big deal and unique to Christianity (in other religions, one must earn 

one’s way up to that god.) This is certainly a huge gift for us; may we recognize that in this challenging year. I wish 

you and yours the ability to see your blessings and God’s love this December.  

  P.S. I relate this, because some of you may be experiencing similar feelings such as I did. My motivation is not to 

have readers say, “Oh, poor Pastor Karen.” I just want to acknowledge that this season is not what those Hallmark 

movies depict and I know some of you can relate to that! Remember, our faith does not make us immune from the 

difficulties and hardships in life! God does journey with us through them. And…by the way, Christmas for me, while 

still bittersweet, is more joy-filled now with six grandchildren ages 1 to 6 years!  

+ + + 

Speaking of sending cards: Jane Salo’s 100th birthday is on December 13th! 

Pastor Karen’s Musings 

Communion for Christmas Eve Service 

    Due to coronavirus numbers, we’re planning to have our Christmas Eve service recorded and available 

on YouTube, CAT 7 and on the radio. To pick up the consecrated elements for your household, you may 

come to the church Wednesday, Dec. 9th; Thursday, Dec. 10th; or Friday, Dec. 11th during office hours. 

   Please be sure to sign the list near the elements so we know you picked them up; that way we will avoid 

unnecessary deliveries. Even if you live in town, it is helpful if you pick them up as that reduces the num-

ber of deliveries for the drivers. Keep your communion elements until the Christmas Eve Service. If you 

live outside of Cloquet or Esko, we hope that you can come to church to pick the elements up. If possible, 

call to pick up elements for your “neighbors” (someone who live within a couple of miles from you) and 

deliver them to that household. 

   On Wednesday, Dec. 16th and Thursday, December 17th, we hope volunteers will again be delivering 

the consecrated elements to the six zones in Cloquet and Esko. If you would be willing to deliver these 

items (again or for the first time) please let Pr. Karen know. 

   If you prefer NOT to receive the consecrated elements because of health concerns, please call the 

church to let us know. With deliveries, we will again be aware of physical distancing. (The elements are 

individually sealed grape juice cups with a sealed wafer on top.)  

   On Christmas Eve, we look forward to sharing this sacrament with our members. Nothing (not even the 

corona virus) can separate us from the love of God. (Romans 8:38-39). 
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Greetings!  
 
Boy, it has been a wild year! I know it has been a year to remember and, for most of us, not in the 
best way. I hope as we enter Advent you are able to take a few moments and find peace and joy 
in the season! This is a time to slow down, spend some time together with the people in “your 
bubble” and prepare your hearts for the coming of the newborn King. That might seem hard, 
especially this year, but I would encourage you to do whatever you need to do to find a few 
moments of calm. Drink it in when and where you find it. I hope that you will find yourself 
refreshed!   
 
There are a couple of fundraisers to help support the Children, Youth and Family ministries!  You 
can get your 2021 Faith Calendar for $10 or you can get an Our Savior’s mug with hot cocoa 
and apple cider for $10!  Both of these items would make great gifts!  Straight donation is always 
an option, as well.  All money raised will support all the events that happen through the children, 
youth and family ministries! Thank you in advance for your support!!    
 
We have many offerings to help keep you or your child busy and growing in faith together during 
the Advent season!  
 
Children:  
 Children ages 3-6th grade are receiving packets in the mail twice a month (it will  be only one 

big packet in the month of December!) for Sunday School.   
 Parents of children ages birth- age 5 that are baptized will receive a monthly newsletter for 

their children with age appropriate information on faith development.   
 Children ages 3-10 are receiving cards in the mail from me.   
 
Youth:  
 Middle School Youth Group: December 2 and 16 

 Dec. 16th will have a Christmas sweater theme.  Wear your favorite Christmas sweater  
 or your ugliest one! 

 High School Youth Group: December 6 and 20 
 Dec. 20th will have a Christmas sweater theme. Wear your favorite Christmas sweater  
 or your ugliest one! 

 Middle School Youth Gathering: December 5th from 8:55am-5pm on Zoom.  All students in 
grades 5-8 are invited to join us on Zoom.  You should receive a separate letter about this 
wonderful opportunity, if you do not and you have a child in this age group that would like to 
join, please contact me.   

 Movie Night: December 18th from 7-9(ish) we will watch The Grinch!  We will meet on 
Zoom (contact me for a link!) and then we will watch the movie on Netflix Teleparty.  This 
does require a Netflix account and the Teleparty extension to be downloaded onto your 
Chrome browser.  Please let me know if you need help with this beforehand as I’m happy to 
help! All students in grades 5-12 are welcome! 

Children, Youth, and Family 

(CYF) 
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NHCP News 

 

Greetings from the Preschool, 

Thank you to everyone that purchased 

a Butter Braid through the Preschool.  It 

was a wonderful success.  

Due to the increase in Covid-19 activity, 

the Preschool is closed for the time 

being.  We will continue to monitor the 

Carlton County numbers.   If the 

numbers start to trend downwards, we 

will reevaluate opening back up.  This 

decision was made for the health and 

safety of our staff and families.  Thank 

you for keeping us in your prayers! 

In God's Hands Always, 

 Thera and Angel 

Kids - watch your mailbox 

for Sunday school lessons. 

We are sending them 

twice a month. You'll find 

fun activities that go 

along with that week’s 

Bible story.  

Adults - Sponsor a Sunday 

School Lesson! It costs 

about $75 to mail out our 

lessons to over 100 kids! 

Contact the church office 

to Sponsor a Lesson! 

Families:  
 I encourage you to spend some extra time with your children this month, make a fun project 

together, such as a paper nativity scene.  Read and then talk about the Christmas story.   
 I am available to support you, please let me know your needs!   
 
I hope that you are able to be gentle with yourself this month.  Be gentle, reach out to talk to 
someone, pray, I am here with you.  I am only a phone call or email away! Remember the Bible 
tells us that, “I am with you always.” He sees you, He hears you.   
 
In peace,  
 
Jennifer Hamilton 
 

Children, Youth, and Family  
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Christian Education 

Congratulations to Juli Lattner as she will transition to the VP of our Parish Planning Council at 

Our Savior’s!  We are so very thankful for your time, devotion, & leadership to the Christian Edu-

cation board over the past years! May God bless you in your new position!   

 

Members needed to join our Christian Education team!  Would you prayerfully consider joining 

us as we lead the younger members of our church family? Reach out to Roxanne Frederick, 

Jennifer Gangelhoff, Jennifer Hamilton, or Katie in the church office 

 

Volunteers needed to help prepare Sunday School packets!  If you have time, we will have 

materials for you to package along with instructions. This ministry has been well received by 

our families during this time!   

 

Christmas Program 

Calling all Sunday School children & families!  It’s Christmas program time!!  We would like you 

to tell us in a brief 1-2 minutes what the Christmas Holiday means to you and take a video as a 

family! Videos can then be sent via Facebook messenger to the Our Savior’s Facebook page. 

If you don’t have Facebook, email your video to email@oursaviorscloquet.org.  Here are some 

of the questions you could answer…  

 
What is your favorite: 

Christmas tradition 

Christmas Carol 

Holiday memory 

Holiday Food 

Holiday Movie 

Thing about church at Christmas 

We also need children to read a bible verse from the Christmas story.  If you are interested, 

please email email@oursaviorscloquet.org and we will assign you a bible verse to record at 

home to be included in our Sunday School program for Dec. 20!   

 
***please send any/all videos by December 8th!**** 

 

Thanks for helping to make this Christmas extra special by participating in our virtual program!   

mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Children, Youth, and Family (CYF)  

Fundraisers 

Get cozy with a new mug and some hot drinks! Get your own “Our 

Savior’s” mug with an assortment of hot chocolate and apple 

cider inside for $10! Aside from being a cute gift for someone you 

love (or yourself!),  you can enjoy it knowing that you’re helping to 

support our new post-baptism ministry.  

Each mug comes gift wrapped!  

It’s hard to believe, but the new year is rapidly approaching!  

We are selling 2021 Calendars as a fundraiser for our Children, Youth, and Family 

Ministries. Specifically, the funds from this fundraiser will go towards purchasing 

baptism resources for parents and children ages 0-5.  

These “Faith Passages” calendars feature large numbers, all major North 

American holidays, and plenty of space to write.  Get your calendar with beautiful 

landscapes and inspiring biblical passages for $10!  

What is this post-baptism ministry we’re fundraising for? 

Parents of children 0-5 have their hands more than full during “normal” times, but especially 

now. Often, conversations about faith and God are reserved for Sundays because life has a 

habit of getting in the way! Now that we are no longer meeting in person, we want these 

families to feel supported in having age-appropriate faith interactions at home. Each 

month, parents/guardians of 0-5 year  olds will receive a monthly letter that is geared for 

their child’s age with information about their physical development and ideas for faith 

development!  Other resources, such as age appropriate bibles and books, will also be part 

of this ministry. It costs $55 to get these resources to families from birth to their 5th birthday. If 

you feel called to support this or any of our other ministries, please consider participating in 

one of these fundraisers or making a donation to the Children, Youth, and Family fund. 

***call the church office to order and pick up!*** 
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“Faith Practices During Tough Times” 
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“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

Church News 

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT US FROM HOME 
 

+ Remember your church with your financial gifts. 
Without Sunday Worship, Our Savior’s is at risk of 
losing 2/3 of it’s income. You can give online (see 
details on page 12), send your offering envelope by 
mail, drop your envelope off at the church, use the 
“QR” code on the cover of this Messenger or ask your 
bank to send donations directly to Our Savior’s. 
+ Let Mary Krohn (218-310-2682) or the church office 
know if you or someone you know needs support of 
any kind. 
+ Volunteer for the Phone Contact Team. Contact 
Mary Krohn or the church office for details. 
+ As a family, adopt a member to call, pray for, write 
to, send birthday cards to, send greeting cards to, 
email, draw pictures for… as a family faith & fun 
activity. Contact Jennifer Hamilton at the church 
(jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org,  218-879-1535) for 
ideas. 
+ Look out for your neighbors. 
+ Share your ideas for helping our community with 
your church leadership: 218-879-1535  
pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
email@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Anti-Racism Study Group 

An Anti-Racism Zoom Discussion group is being 

planned for early next year.  The group will read 

and discuss the book  “Dear Church: A love letter 

from a black preacher to the whitest 

denomination in the US” by Lenny 

Duncan.  Dates and times to be determined.  If 

you would be interested in participating in this 

discussion group please contact the church 

office with your name and what times might work 

best for you.  

Meetings at church have been postponed. Study helps are being 
sent via mail. Contact the church office if you would like to 

receive these mailings. 
Read and discuss the upcoming  Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Chris or Pastor Karen 
 

Wednesdays 
10am-11am 

        
Meets monthly to discuss various books 

of interest 
For both men and women 

For more information  
please contact  

Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH BY SHOPPING WITH 

AMAZONSMILE 

       FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 
 
       The first Sunday of the month is 
designated as Food Shelf Sunday. The monetary 
gifts collected will help both 2nd Harvest and 
Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a real bargain in 
which every family can participate. May we share 
our blessings with those in need.    
 As the church is now closed, please 
continue to leave your contributions in the church 
office or mark in your offering that it’s for Food 
Shelf Sunday.  
  
       

Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  
Co-chairs          

October’s Contributions were $115 

mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
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WEEKEND SNOW 

SHOVELING 

 

We have volunteers to 

shovel on weekends 

through January.  If you are 

available to take the month 

of February, March or April, 

please let me know.  If you 

can’t take an entire month 

of weekends, let me know 

which weekends you could 

cover and I will split up the 

month.  Snow blower, 

shovels and salt provided!  

 

-Bruce Larson 

Rejoice, Renew Reach 
If you gave a one time or on-going gift to Rejoice Renew Reach, Thank you! The mission of Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church, the ministry your church provides in the community and world, has continued to grow in many important ways as 
a result. 
Because of you, the Rejoice Renew Reach Mission Appeal has enabled Pastor Karen Linne’s increased ministry time and 
effort. Our Savior’s members and others who are in Care Facilities, isolated at home, or grieving the loss of loved ones 
have seen a direct benefit of her expanded ministry. Pastor Karen has trained and supported an expanded “home visit” team 
and, supported, the “phone contact team” who have been keeping in touch with many of Our Savior’s more senior mem-
bers. Pastor Karen’s work with worship, preaching, confirmation and other ministries has expanded your ministry reach in 
deeply meaningful ways. 
Continued support is needed to maintain this expanded ministry. If you gave a “one time” gift to the Rejoice Renew Reach 
Mission Appeal, please prayerfully consider doing so again, in any amount that works for you, if you are able. If you have 
been giving regular gifts to the Mission Appeal, please prayerfully consider continuing to do so, if you are able. If you 
have not given to the Appeal, this would be a fantastic time to plan to do so, if you are able! 

 
Thank you from your Parish Planning Council 

The Salvation Army Giving Tree will be ready on Dec 1st in the church narthex and available during regular church office hours  

(Tue-Fri 8am-3:30pm) 

On it will be paper ornaments for you to take and purchase the gift indicated for a child in need OR you can call the church office to 

pick an ornament if that is more convenient. In the interest of keeping gifts more equal and fair for all families,  the Salvation Army 

requests that we spend $40 per child. If you take a child’s ornament please plan to spend about $40. IF you would like to help out but 

$40 is more than your budget, then select an ornament with a cash amount to donate instead. 

For cash donations, make your check out to Our Savior’s and put The Giving Tree in the memo line. Then our committee will combine 

the donations and purchase the remaining gifts. Please bring your gifts or donations to the church office by Wednesday, December 

16th.  Make sure you attach the paper ornament to your gift. Please DO NOT wrap the gifts, but a gift bag would be appreciated. 

Church News 

2021 Pledge Cards 
 
Thank you for your consistent “regular” giving during these remarkably chal-
lenging times! Your giving has assured a strong and faithful response from your 
church during the uncharted paths we are journeying together.  

 
You recently received the Pledge Card for 2021 in the mail. We blessed your plans 
in Worship on Reformation Sunday. If you have not already done so, could you 
share those plans with your church? You can still send that card by mail, drop it off 
at the church office or access it through Our Savior’s web site 
at www.oursaviorscloquet.org. 

Because of you, your church and your community have been blessed by the contin-
ued strength of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. We pray we can continue to serve 
Christ and each other. Letting us know your plans for support for next year as-
sures that your church will remain dedicated to your mission; “To Know Christ and 
to Have Others Know Him.”  

 
Thank you from your Parish Planning Council 

http://www.oursaviorscloquet.org/
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PPC Minutes 

This is a summary. Please contact the church office 
if you would like a copy of the complete minutes. 

 

Present: Pastor Chris, Pastor Karen, Jan Larson, Joe 
Randall, Brian Kazmierczak, Juli Lattner, Mary Krohn, 
Marty Rye, Jennifer Hamilton, Keith Matzdorf 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Sept income was down about $1,700 
from budget, with expenses about $700 higher than budget 
(there were about $1,800 in expenses in order to re-open 
that were not covered by designated COVID funds).  YTD 
we are $11,700 ahead of budget.  So far Oct is on track to 
meet budget. 
 
Other Ministry 

 Covid impact Worship; Back to “on-line” only; see 
Brad for details 

 Confirmation;   This year’s ceremony delayed to 11/1 
on Zoom 

 Wednesday “classes” moved “online” 

 Bible Study: Wednesday Morning; Sunday Lessons, 
meeting in Sanctuary 

 Palanca-Deacons: Via email only 

 Synod: Bishop, Amy Odgren  Installed  Oct. 17, begins 
official duties Nov.1; wants to meet with us. 

 
Food Ministry   

 NAPS: still being distributed 1st Wednesday of the 
month 

 Ruby’s Pantry: back at Armory  

 Mobile Food Bank Distribution, 3rd Thursday; will 
continue 

 
Other Ministry Opportunities 

 SMART team, Meeting next, ? 

 Congregational Meeting? Decided to not hold a 
meeting until January. 

 Red Cross would like to hold a Blood drive at our 
facility, still working out the details 

 
Associate Pastor’s Qtrly Report (summary) 
Helping with on-line services 
Sending notes to home-bound as visits are not possible 
Attended Synod Assembly remotely 
Sending grief booklets, other prayer postcards 
 
Team Leader Reports 
 
Christian Education: We are still sending Sunday school 
by mail (119 addresses). Katie will be making some phone 
calls to see if people are using the materials.  We are 

working on a plan for distributing 2nd grade bibles (Nov 22). 
Hopefully we can incorporate it somehow into a Sunday 
recorded service. Also thinking about a Christmas program! 
Possibly a video-based program involving anyone who wants 
to in the congregation. 
Welcome:  No team meetings held. 
Stewardship: Pledge cards were sent out.  On-line pledge 
option was included as well as an area to indicate time and 
talent interests.  October 25th planned for blessing pledges. 
Fellowship:  All team meetings and social events are currently 
on hold. 
Children, Youth, Family Ministry: See report above. 
Worship, Arts and Music: They preparing to return to pre-
recorded Sunday worship services this Sunday 
Palanca Deacons:  Nothing new to report – doing prayer 
requests via e-mail. 
WELCA: no report 
Church Properties: Received the insurance check for the roof 
(only $1,700).  We would likely get another $1,100 if we 
actually make the repairs.  Repairs will certainly be 
significantly more expensive. 
 
Old Business 
 
SMART Team/COVID:  Return to on-line worship only on 
10/25 due to county cases are now higher than our planned 
trigger. 
 
New Business 
 
Vice President nominations and appointment/approval: 
Moved Duane to Past President and Brian to President, but we 
need a new Vice President, which the PPC can nominate and 
approve until the next congregational meeting for final 
approval.  PPC nominated individuals, who will be contacted 
by a Pastor to get commitment. 
 
Snow shoveling:  Each year Bruce lines up weekend snow 
shovelers/salters for Saturday/Sunday from November through 
April.  Shovels, salt and snow blower provided.  First 
preference is for anyone willing to take a month of weekends 
(Brian took November, Bruce took December, Marty took 
January, but all other months are still available).  Please 
volunteer, it saves from having to call everyone individually!     
 
Brian suggested setting up a Google Doc for the agenda so 
multiple people could access & edit the agenda directly. 
 
 
 
Next PPC meeting scheduled for 11/17/20 at 6:30 pm (on-line 
meeting). 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
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Gifts and Memorials: 

 

 Charles & Sonja Wick in memory of John 

& Elaine Huliares for New Horizons 

Christian Preschool 

 Mary Krohn in memory of John & Elaine 

Huliares for youth programs 

Sunday Readings for December 

Sunday Services may or may not use all of these texts 

Church Records 

Date YouTube 

Audience 

In Person 

Attendance 

Offering Offering  

Needed 

Oct. 18 80 36 5913 5412 

Oct 25 247 N/A 2270 5412 

Nov 1 189 N/A 4578 4940 

Nov 8 107 N/A 5105 4940 

   17,866 20,704 

 Oct 

2020 

Budget 

Oct 

 2020 

Actual 

Jan-Oct 

YTD  2020 

Budget 

Jan-Oct 

YTD 

2020 

Actual 

Income 23,450 23,031 231,215 224,238 

Expenses         24,962 27,435 245,741 229,889 

2020 Net                     

Income 

(1512) (4404) (14,526) (5651) 

2019 Net 

Income 

(88) (1769) (7752) (15, 655) 

Dec. 6 

(2nd Sunday of Advent) 

Dec. 13 

(3rd Sunday of Advent) 

Dec. 20 

(4th Sunday of Advent) 

Dec. 27 

(1st Sunday of Christmas) 

Isaiah 40:1-11  

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  

2 Peter 3:8-15a  

Mark 1:1-8  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  

Psalm 126  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  

John 1:6-8, 19-28  

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  

Luke 1:46b-55  

Romans 16:25-27  

Luke 1:26-38  

Isaiah 61:10-62:3  

Psalm 148  

Galatians 4:4-7  

Luke 2:22-40  

Radio Broadcasts for November: 

 

 11/1: Richard & Cindy Raun in 

celebration of William Burton Raun 

 11/8: Roger & Julie Lyytinen in honor 

of their grandchildren 

 11/15: New Horizons Christian 

Preschool 

 11/22: Mary Krohn in memory of her 

parents and brother (Eileen, Loverne, 

& Paul Hasse) 

 11/29: Sharon Harney in memory of 

loved ones 

Elaine Huliares 

November 2nd, 2020 

John Huliares 

November 5th, 2020 

Llewallen Landsverk 

November 5th, 2020  

 

Mary Kummala 

November 11, 2020 

Thomas Pertler 

November 16th, 2020 
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All groups are currently barred from 
meeting at Our Savior’s. Exceptions 

are limited to food drive events.  
Please continue to stay healthy and safe 

over the holiday season. 

Simply Giving 
If you are not enrolled in  
Simply  Giving, and would 
like to be, there are forms in 
the office, in the Narthex, and 
on our Church website. 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Smartphone App for Contributing! 
We can now accept contributions using a 
mobile application available for FREE.  
Simply go to your App Store, search for 

GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the 
application and fill in the blanks.  

Thereafter,  
when you want to give, simply click on 

the icon, sign on and donate.   

Online Offering Options: 

 

PayPal 

Did you know that you can send   

offering through PayPal? Just click on 

the “offering” link on the Church 

website,  

 

Prayer Chain 

Please call the Church Office  with 

your prayer  chain requests. 

Please contact the church office when you or  

a loved one are hospitalized or when a death  

occurs so we can support and care for you or your 

loved one. 
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W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B !  
w ww . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for 

members of our congregation  that are former or 

current military.  Please contact the Church office 

for any other members we may have missed or if 

any of these names should be taken off. 
Skylar Scheer           Alex Lingren                                                    

Tim Schlenvogt       Erika Blesener       

Chris Vanderpool   Jessica Lingren     

Tim Larson                River DeMars 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

   Edgewood Vista 

Pat Meisner 

    Evergreen Knoll 

Joyce Fuller 

Becky Eknes 

Charlene Hagen 

   Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

       Suncrest 

Mabel Clemens 

 

    Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

    Inter-Faith Care Center 

Ricard Puumala 

Art Johnson 

    Plainview-Scanlon 

Arlene Anderson 

Connie Hopp 

  Sunnyside Health Care  

Anita Fountain 

Dick Nelson 

70th ANNIVERSARY! The Radio Broadcast  

is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM at 10:30 AM  

on Sundays.   

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Sunday  

at 3:30pm & Wednesday at 3:30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

     Deadline for submitting  articles is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted after deadline will 
be published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail 
your articles to:  email@oursaviorscloquet.org 
     December 2020 news deadline:  December 15 
by noon. Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins 
is Wednesday by 9:00 am.  Thank you for your   
cooperation and understanding.    

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 
 

Senior Pastor:     Pastor Chris Hill         (ext 11) 

                         pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                                                            (320)279-2374 

 

Associate Pastor:             Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12)

            karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Kathryn Keller        (ext. 10) 

email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children Youth and Family Director:   

       Jennifer Hamilton  (ext. 17)  

               jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Bookkeeper:                     Bruce Larson 

                                      bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:     

        Ryan Hanson, Director

                        ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:               oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

New Horizons Christian Preschool  

Director:                             Angel Gamache  (ext. 19)  

                        NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Teacher:                             Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Church office hours: 

Sat-Mon: CLOSED 

Tuesday:  8am-3:30pm 

Wednesday: 8am-3:30pm 

Thursday: 8am-3:30pm 

Friday:  8am-3:30pm 

 

 

Sunday Worship Available... 

On YouTube: Sundays at 8:00am 

On the radio: Sunday at 10:30am on WKLK 1230 AM 

On TV: on CAT 7 Sundays and Wednesdays at 3:30pm 

In Person: as soon as we safely can! 

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
615 12th Street 
Cloquet, MN 55720  

Phone: 218-879-1535 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

SMART Team Update - Where are we now? 
 

As you probably noticed, we are once again holding services online. This decision was 
implemented based on the planning done by the SMART team. Not only did we lay out what we 
needed to do to keep people in our building safe, but we also determined a marker for when we 
felt worshipping together needed to revert back to online worship. The marker we set was: when 
cases in Carlton County hit 30 or more per 10,000 residents, we would revert back to online 
worship. Carlton County hit that number mid-October and it has continued to increase since then. 
  
We also closed the building to all groups when Governor Waltz put restrictions on gatherings 
with more than 10 people or with 3 or more households. When these groups were contacted, 
many were relieved that we made that decision. 
  
We pray that Carlton County’s numbers will begin to decline and that we can again worship 
together (or continue to watch from your homes if you choose). In the meantime, please know 
there is a dedicated group of members watching and planning for the safety and health of all who 
enter the doors at Our Savior’s.   
 
Your SMART Team 


