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     Sandy and I got married in August. The good 
folks out in the parish in western North Dakota 
thought we were a little nuts for picking August. The 
church was not air conditioned and you could count 
on it being hot. More importantly for those farmers, 
August is harvest. The “hard-amber Durham wheat” 
that was the main crop in those days was ripe and 
ready in August. But so were we, so those good folk 
took that Saturday off anyway and came to the celebration and the reception in 
Minot at the hotel’s convention center. So did my family and friends from Wash-

ington State and Sandy’s family and friends from Minneapolis.  
     I was preaching at two churches, Hope and St. Paul’s. Sandy moved to town for a teaching job and Mabel, 
who lived across the hall from her at the subsidized apartments, invited her to church one Sunday in mid Sep-
tember. KittyAnn who worked at the Post Office made sure I knew when the “single teachers” came around for 
their mail. Both those ladies were active members of the churches I served. By “active” I mean they were in wor-
ship just about every Sunday. And, more than that, they had a sense that serving their church and Jesus and the 
Gospel extended out into their daily lives. They seemed to think that call to service took on the very specific reali-
ty of making sure their single young pastor had dating opportunities! (They did a lot of other more traditional 
kinds of service too, just so you know.) 
     Fast-forward to July, 2019, Cloquet, MN. We watched the documentary “Bonhoeffer” in Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study back in the middle of July (the DVD belongs to Aleta Brule, she says anyone can borrow it; I have it 
in my office should you be interested). It is a fascinating look at a brilliant teacher, pastor, and Lutheran theologi-
an of the World War II era, who ended up being executed for his part in a plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler. All his 
adult life he had written and taught and worked for peace. The documentary traced the development of his un-
derstandings that led him to be a part of that plot. He believed that the Gospel calls the followers of Jesus to 
work for peace. He ended up believing that the Gospel called him to plot violence for peace. 
      This August at Our Savior’s Summer Sundays, we will hear more ways the Gospel calls us, sometimes be-
yond our normal comfort levels, sometimes impacting how we view what is important in life, sometimes remind-
ing us that Jesus’ standards are beyond our capacity yet we are strengthened to live them, sometimes challeng-
ing even how we do “church” and perceive God’s action in the world. 
     The Gospel, the good news of the free gift of God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus the Christ, changes things. 
It is designed to change hearts and minds. It is designed to change the world, governments, policies, laws, 

hopes and dreams.  
     Mabel and KittyAnn seemingly effortlessly changed how they perceived their North Dakota 
Gospel task. I am deeply grateful for how they moved in my world! Bonhoeffer struggled to find 
his final way, but then calmly accepted his imprisonment and eventual execution as necessary 
results of his action.  
     Will you let the Gospel change you? Will we let the Gospel change us? 

I am on that journey with you. 
Pastor Chris 
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Church News 

Goodbye  

Party for Jess 

Sunday, August 4th 
After the Service 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Coffee and Treats will be served. 

“I Learned Stewardship From My Parents”             by Pastor Chris Hill 
     Of course, I had no idea it was happening or that it was called “stewardship.” But my parents were very intentional about what they 
gave, to whom and what they gave and why they gave. The decisions to give were talked about openly in the household. The giving was 
rooted in prayer. 
     To really understand the impact this had on me you need to know a little about the financial reality of my family. I grew up on a lake 
in the woods. Sounds “spendy” right? Not in those days. My parents had intentionally given up “city life” and the economic stability of 
“city jobs” to build their own home, by hand, top to bottom, and live in the “wild.” Mom never worked outside the home again. There 
was electricity on the property but no running water, no phone. Dad had built a small cabin on the lots he had reserved for himself from 
a small-scale “lake shore development” he had partnered with in the mid 1950’s.  Even lake property was cheap in those days, especially 
40 miles up into the woods. The state highway near our home had just been established and paved when Dad started the surveying and 
selling 50 foot lots with his partner. It was a ton of hard hand labor, cutting trails, building roads and running survey chain through 
dense forest. Those lots and that one-bedroom log cabin was the property my parents moved to in 1956 to begin their adventure. They 
had been married in January at a Lutheran Church in the city, and promptly joined the small town Lutheran Church at the town 18 miles 
from the lake. Dad, amidst adding on to the cabin, and working full-time at a lumber mill, helped build the Parsonage (Pastor’s house) 
for that small Lutheran congregation. 
     That connection was the foundation for my parents’ stewardship. The pastor and his wife at the time were just about the same age as 
my parents; their oldest son was nearly the same age as I. I was baptized there and in my very early years we went to church most Sun-
days. My step-brothers (who were 8 and 10 years older than me) were both confirmed at that small-town church. For a time, that com-
munity of faith nurtured my family.  My earliest memory of “church” is a Christmas Eve service, I may have been two or three at the 
time. I remember the lit tree, the smell of candle smoke, the music…. 
     Soon after that service, my father was in an accident at the lumber mill that could have been fatal. I remember visiting him in the 
hospital and hearing how he had just been able to hit the “shut-off” switch on the machine that was pulling him in by his arm. After that 
accident, my Dad took a new “safer” job as a deputy sheriff in our county. The pay was less than we were used to, the hours long. He 
started working Sundays. Mom didn’t drive in those days, so we stopped going to church. The finances of our household tightened con-
siderably. “Hand-me-down” clothes were normal for me. If they survived my older brothers, I would get them; 8 years later. 
     There were other forces that soured my Mom on church. She was a re-married divorcee. That could be cause for scandal among the 
good “church ladies” of that time. Mom thought she discerned whispers and gossip from the “nosey old biddies” (as she called them) at 
church. Mom was a German immigrant, with a very noticeable accent. There were still suspicions about “Krauts” in those days, left over 
from World War II. Mom thought she discerned whispers and gossip about that too. So she made no effort to get back to church, even 
after she started driving again and Dad stopped working weekends. 
     But here is the thing, the “stewardship” thing: she always wrote a monthly check to the church and mailed it in. Every month. And it 
was not small; it was, as I recall, $20 a month. In the 60’s and 70’s, that was a 
healthy monthly donation. I am not sure how we afforded it; but it was a prayer-
ful, intentional priority that my mother maintained throughout her life. She hardly 
darkened the church’s door. Dad helped build a new church building in the 
late1980’s. Mom never worshipped there. But she sent a monthly check that grew 
in size every year to support the work of the Gospel through that church, “nosey 
old biddies” and all. There were other financial gifts to other groups, some regu-
larly each month, some as needs arose. Mom and Dad would talk about any 
changes, pray about it and send the check. 
     That prayerful, intentional, priority-shaped approach is how Sandy and I try to 
maintain our stewardship practice, similar to what I learned from Mom and Dad. 

WANNA GO FISHING? 
Lake Superior Charter Trip 

Friday, September 13th 
Room for 5 

Interested? Contact: 
 Steve Birkemeyer 

218-499-8392 
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Church News 

T.O.G.E.T.H.E.R  H.E.R.E 
Our Savior’s will be the site for a series of  

Together Here workshops the 3rd Tuesday of each month, 
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM.  

This workshop series has been organized by the Northeastern 
Minnesota Synod’s Together Here team with the goal of provid-
ing space where people throughout our synod can get to know 
the stories of those living in our communities. The series creates 
opportunities to learn and discuss experiences and shared histo-
ries in order for us to see each other with the hearts of neighbors 
rather than through the eyes of strangers. The monthly offerings 
are described below. These workshops are open to everyone. 
 

August 20: Boarding Schools  
The documentary Unspoken: America’s Native American 
Boarding Schools “takes a moving and insightful look into the 
history, operation, and legacy of the federal Indian Boarding 
School system…” Join us to watch this 60 minute documentary 
and engage in guided reflection and dialogue following it.  

             FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

      The first Sunday of the month is designated as Food 
Shelf Sunday. The monetary gifts collected will help 
both 2nd Harvest and Cloquet Salvation Army. This is a 
real bargain that every family can take part in. May we 
share our blessings with those in need.  
      THANK YOU for your continued support. It's greatly 
appreciated. 

Thank you, Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  
Co-chairs          

July’s Contribution was  $317.75 

God’s Work Our Hands-  

ARE YOU IN NEED OF SOME HELPING HANDS? 

On Sunday September 15, 2019 members of Our 

Saviors will join with 6 other area churches to serve 

the community and to share our love of God with oth-

ers by lending a helping hand to our neighbors. We 

are looking for projects that we can help with. It will 

need to be a project that can be done that day over a 

few hours. Do you have some fall yard work that 

needs to be done, bushes trimmed, leaves raked, a 

fence painted, a deck stained, windows washed?  Are 

these projects that because of your physical or finan-

cial condition you will not be able to accomplish on 

your own so you could use some helping hands? If 

you have a project and would like to be considered as 

a site for God’s Work Our Hands  please contact the 

church office at 879-1535. 

FREE CONCERT! 
“C’mon Get Happy!-the 70’s” 

Superior Singers  
will be performing at Our Savior’s 

Thur., Aug. 1st-7:00 pm 

A huge "Thank You" for the generous donations to Dr. 
Manno's work.  As Dr Manno said, gas now costs 
about $10 a gallon in Haiti.  This makes running their gen-
erator and their refrigerator very expensive.  Local elec-
tricity is very sporadic.  With the political situation keeping 
paying customers away, the cost of caring for those who 
can't pay and for keeping the clinic open has been diffi-
cult.  On June 9th your community gave $1428 toward 
helping his clinic get solar systems so they can run their 
insulin refrigerator, lab microscope and sterilizer off solar 
power.  Thank you!! 

Blessings, Mary Krohn 

To our partners in ministry, 
     With cloth and thread, metal and wood, clay and stone, you have generously donated your creative skills to the North-
eastern Minnesota Synod quilt auction and marketplace. This year your generosity helped raise $14,647.82 for the ELCA 
Hunger Appeal. 
      The theme for this year’s assembly was, Just Peace Accompaniment; Doing God’s Mission Together. Through the work 
of your hands and the talents you share, you are helping on God’s mission to bring peace and justice to the world. 
      Wishing you a summer of joy, peace, and maybe time to be creative! 

The Synod Quilt and Marketplace Team 
     Next year the assembly will once again be in Duluth. It will be a busy time as we elect a new bishop. The DECC offers 
us a unique opportunity to reach many more people with our quilts and marketplace items. 
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Church News 

 

Meets in Triple Rooms 3-4-5 
Read and discuss the upcoming  Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Chris 

Please Come Join Us! 

Wednesdays 
10am-11am 

IRA MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITY 
If you are at least age 70 ½ and are subject to the 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) rules re-
garding IRA distributions, you have an opportunity 
to maximize your tax savings!  Any RMD amount 
you request your custodian send DIRECTLY to 

Our Savior’s from your account will be a Qualified Charita-
ble Distribution, which means it will roll over without tax con-
sequences.  No need to worry about whether you will item-
ize your deductions under the new tax law, the distribution 
is not included in your income in the first place! 
     We have a form in the office you can use to request the 
transfer DIRECTLY to Our Savior’s.  However, before you 
do, make sure you consult your financial advisor FIRST.  
They will be able to determine your eligibility, let you know 
how much your RMD is for the year, answer your questions 
and advise you as to whether this transaction makes sense 
for you. 
     So, pick up a form and contact your financial advisor.  
This could be a WIN-WIN for both you and your Church! 

$ 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Second Harvest Food Distribution 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
3rd Thursday of Every Month 

from 10:00am-Noon 
Come help us REACH out  

to our community. 
Contact Krista Barber 

kbarber0303@gmail.com or  
218-481-3765 to be added  

to the volunteer list 

Office Staff Meetings are now conducted on 
Tuesdays at noon. All phone calls will be  
forwarded to voicemail during this time.  

NEW PRICE FOR RADIO BROADCAST 
The calendar for the 2019 radio broadcast 

sponsorship is up near the Fireside room.   Re-
member to pay at the office.  The rate for a 

sponsorship is now $65.00. In order to keep 
this service, we need more sponsors.   

Thank you! 

Meets monthly to discuss various 
books of interest 

For both men and women 
For more information  

please contact  
Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

Tuition Prices and Schedule  
for NHCP 2019-2020 

Half-day options 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9-12pm; $80/month 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-12pm; $110/month 
Monday-Friday from 9-12pm; $150/month 

 
Full-day options 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-3pm; $227/month 
Monday-Friday from 9-3pm; $345/month 

I would like to thank everyone at Our Saviors Church 
for all the cards and prayers that were given con-
cerning my recent surgery. Everything went well and 
my recovery is nearly complete.  

What a great church family we have! 
Roy Ober 

ADJECTIVES NOT USED TO  
DESCRIBE PASTORS!! 

Omniscient  (adjective) having complete or unlimited 
knowledge, awareness, or understanding; perceiving  
all things.  
Omnipotent  (adjective) (of a deity) having unlimited  
power; able to do anything. 
   These adjectives, meaning all powerful and all 
knowing, certainly describe God, but not pastors. 
Therefore, if you are in the hospital or have moved to 
another place, God will know about it but Pastor 
Chris and Pastor Karen won't! Hospitals no longer 
call churches to notify them when members are hos-
pitalized; nor do assisted living facilities. Please let us 
know so that we can do our best to visit you to sup-
port you. We appreciate you "keeping us in the loop!" 

mailto:kbarber0303@gmail.com
tel:(218)%20481-3765
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 

The Good Ole Days 
     As Pr. Chris and I (and other pastors) prepare for 
sermons, we peruse commentaries, exegetical re-
sources and other documents about the texts on which 
we will be preaching. These paragraphs about Luke 
9:51-62 (the June 30th texts on which I preached) by 
Rev. Brian Stoffregen, a Lutheran pastor in California, 
got me thinking about changes in my 63 years: 

         “The opposite of looking back is to look 
ahead. I have found it quite difficult to have 
congregations ‘look ahead.’  They seem more 
content to look at just where they are (e.g. the 
bills that have arrived this month) or where 
they used to be (e.g., ‘the good ol’ days’), ra-
ther than where they might be—a vision of 
where God would have them go and then 
heading towards that goal. 

          I once served a congregation that celebrat-
ed their centennial while I was there. During 
my years there, another Lutheran mission 
was started. In about five years, their worship 
attendance was larger than ours. They had 
built a brand new building—which they had to 
add on to three years later. A major difference 
I noted between the congregations was that 
ours looked back to what they used to be. 
They looked forward to what they were going 
to be.”    

I started considering things in my personal life and 
whether events were better when they occurred or if 
the same events would be better if they occurred in a 
more recent setting. 
 When we moved from Cloquet to Saginaw after 

second grade, I really did leave my friends behind. 
It was long distance to call between those two plac-
es and that cost money so I didn’t do it. Now there 
is Facetime and cell phones. “Now” is better. 

 I was bullied on 
the bus that first day 
of 4th grade riding 
home from a new 
school. Over supper, 
my dad gave me lots 
of retorts so I could 
respond to that 
mean girl. And 
guess what? She 
didn’t bully me the 

second day! Now that exchange would probably be 
all over social media with various students sharing 
opinions. “Then” was better. 

 As a female elementary student, career options 
were limited to teacher, secretary, nurse and mom. 
Now females have lots of options. “Now” is better. 

 I was in church every Sunday; my mom was a Sun-
day School teacher. I have pins for perfect attend-
ance for all my elementary years. Now sports 
teams have practice on Sunday mornings; church is 
no longer the priority it was. “Then” was better. 

 When I was a high school senior, girls’ basketball 
and swimming teams were started. Since I had 
gone through lifesaving classes for swimming, I 
tried out for the team and soon realized that I was-
n’t going to accomplish much in that first year. The 
confirmation girls who are members of the CHS 
baseball team (and got third place at state) chuck-
led when I told them I used to stand in the outfield 
in elementary school and pray the baseball wouldn’t 
come to me! I didn’t have any experience. “Now” is 
better. 

Regardless of whether we are reflecting on our per-
sonal lives, church lives or trends in society, we find 
that sometimes the “good ole days” were better, but not 
always. We can’t go back and need to use that energy 
to look forward. How do we deal with changes in our 
lives, our church, our society? Through it all, God is 
with us and God’s love was constant “then” and “now.” 
How do we share that good news of God’s love for all 
people beyond the walls of Our Savior’s? What is God 
calling us to be now? 

 

We’re Doing Well with Food Composting 
   We are now composting food scraps at the church. 
Thanks to Susan and Scott John-
son who even found compostable 
plates for us to use at our picnic on 
June 26th (which they catered). Re-
ducing our garbage is another way 
we can be good stewards of the 
earth. (Food composting through 
WLSSD sites can include meat 
scraps and even bones which 
shouldn’t  be included  in our home 
compost piles). Keep up the good 
work OSLC! 

Goodbye Jess! 
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A FAREWELL FROM JESS… 
August is here and I am left wondering where the time has gone.  August 9th marks the end of my journey here 
at Our Savior’s.  I wanted to take one last opportunity to thank all of you for your support of our ministry together 
during my time here.  This congregation has developed such a special place in my heart, and my leaving truly is 
bittersweet.  While I am sad to go, I am excited for the new journey that lies ahead of me.  I can’t say enough 
about how thankful I have been for the kind words and well wishes I have received since my letter of resignation 
went out to all of you.  It has been a true testament to the love of God that exists within this community.  I leave 
this place with confidence that ministry will continue to flourish as a new leader steps into this role.  Thank you 
for blessing me greatly in my time here, and for allowing me to share myself with all of you.  May you continue to 
feel God’s abundant blessings in all you do here. 

With love and gratitude, Jess Pedersen 
 
 

FALL CONFIRMATION DATES TO REMEMBER! 
Wednesday, September 11th, 2019:  All parent meeting (for parents with 1st, 2nd and 3rd year confirmation 
students) Begins at 6:45pm 
 
*Wednesdays between parent meeting and confirmation banquet are meeting times for 3rd year students to 
wrap up their activities prior to Affirmation of Baptism Sunday (Wednesday, September 18th and Wednesday, 
September 25th)  
 
Wednesday, October 2nd, 2019:  Confirmation banquet (for 3rd year confirmation students and their families) 
Sunday, October 6th, 2019:  Confirmation Sunday (Affirmation of Baptism service for 3rd year students and 
families) 
Wednesday, October 23rd, 2019:  Confirmation Start up for 1st and 2nd year students (Beginning at 6:30pm) 
 

RALLY DAY-SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 
With August upon us, it is time to start thinking about the beginning for the school year.  We want to get our Rally 
Day event on your schedule early so that you are able to participate!  Join us for the kick-off of another great 
year that will begin on rally day!  We will have an opportunity to register your children for Sunday school.  There 
will also be a ministry fair, and games for you and your children to have a great time.  You won’t want to miss 
this fun-filled event that will be the start to an enriching, faith-filled school year. 

SHARE YOUR GIFTS WITH  
SUNDAY SCHOOLERS 

The 2019-2020 school year will be starting before we 
know it!  With the start of a new school year, comes the 
start of another great year of Sunday School.  We can’t 
successfully put on a great Sunday school program 
without the help of people like you, who have the gifts 
and skills to help lead a Sunday School class.  If you 
are interested in teaching Sunday School, please reach 
out to a member of the Christian Ed. Team.  We will 
help you find the right fit! 

 

Youth News/Christian Education  

Camp Hiawatha ~ Camp Vermilion 

VLM News 
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 

 ..in God’s Great Northwoods! 

 

  www.VLMcamps.org • vlm@VLMcamps.org • 800-331-5148 • 218-666-5465 

 Camp Hiawatha, 36944 Camp Hiawatha Rd., Deer River, MN 
Camp Vermilion, 2555 Vermilion Camp Rd., Cook, MN 
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God’s Work Our Hands 

 

SEPTEMBER 15
th

  
Are you planning to join in with God’s Work Our Hands 
(GWOH) work on September 15, 2019? This is a 
chance for the whole family to volunteer together. Let’s 
have a large multigenerational contingent rolling up 
their sleeves to help in a variety of ways again.  Sign-
up sheets will be available in the church narthex start-
ing in August.  In addition to OSLC these churches al-
so participate: Zion, Queen of Peace, Good Hope, Our 
Redeemer, Bethesda Lutheran in Carlton and North-
land Methodist in Esko.  Save the date!!  The GWOH 
lunch will be served in Our Saviors Fellowship Hall 
from 11:30 am to 2 pm 
 

WEAR YOUR GWOH GOLD T-SHIRTS  
EACH SUNDAY IN SEPTEMBER! 

If you have a gold God’s Work Our Hands T-shirt, 
please wear it to church each Sunday in September.  
Help communicate this day of service in OSLC com-
munity. A limited number of our gold God’s Work Our 
Hands T-shirts are also still available for $8 each.  If 
interested in a T-shirt, contact the office.  Wearing the 
shirt also helps to let the wider community know we are 
Lutherans who support our community. 
 

GWOH KIT SUPPLY NEEDS 
Do you enjoy garage sales or tracking the fall back to 
school sales?  Consider collecting items for the various 
kits that will be prepared and assembled on September 
15th as part of our God’s Work Our Hands day.  Often 
useful items can be found at local garage sales.  
Among the items needed and the kits to be prepared 
will be: 
Sundresses for Haiti Missions 

Colorful pillowcases (new or gently used) can be 
donated and will be sewn into children’s sun-
dresses. 

Girls underpants 
New or gently used t-shirts can be donated and will 

be sewn into shorts for children. 
Backpacks for Lutheran World Relief School Kits: 

Heavy fabric like denim or upholstery fabric will be 
made into drawstring style cloth bags approxi-
mately 14” x 17” with shoulder straps. 

No standard backpacks please 
Instructions to make a backpack can be found at: 

http://lwr.org/schoolkits 
School Kits: 

70 sheet notebooks, wide or college ruled, approxi-
mately 8” x 10 ½ “ (no loose leaf paper please) 

30 centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on 

one side and inches on the other. 
Blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 

blades work well) 
Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink please);  
2½” eraser 
Pencil sharpener 
Box of 16 or 24 crayons 

Lap Blankets for the Teen Shelter and Treatment 
Centers: 

Fleece can be donated for making into lap blan-
kets. 

Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits: 
New light weight bath-sized towels (between 20” x 

40” and 27”x 52”), dark colors recommended. 
Two or three bath size bars of soap equaling up to 

8-9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping. 
One sturdy comb (packaging removed) 
One adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 
One metal nail clipers (attached file optional), 

(packaging removed) 
Ditty Bags 

Full size bar of soap (in original wrapping) 
Wash cloth 
Tooth brush 
Medium or large toothpaste 
Medium or small sized notebook 
2 razors 
Sturdy comb 
Travel size shampoo, conditioner and lotion 
Sewing kit (optional) 

 
Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits (sizes 3 to 24 
months )(new or VERY GENTLY used.) 

Two lightweight cotton T-shirts (onesies can be cut 
to make t-shirts) 

Two long or short sleeved gowns or sleepers or 
pant sets 

Blankets, medium weight cotton or flannel, or cro-
cheted or knitted with lightweight yarn, up to 52” 
square 

One hand towel, dark color recommended 
One jacket, sweater or sweatshirt 
Two or three bath size bars of soap equaling up to 

8-9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping. 
Two diaper pins or large safety pins 
Cloth diapers, or new or gently used flannel sheets 

to make into diapers 
Socks – 2 pair per kit 
 

Donated materials may be brought to the church office 
by September 13, 2019 

http://lwr.org/schoolkits
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PPC Minutes 

OSLC- Parish Planning Council 
June 20 at 6:30 pm 

“To know Christ and to have others know Him” 
 

Present: Duane Buytaert, Brad Bowers, Pastor Chris, Keith Matzdorf, Jess Pedersen, Marty Pederson – NO 
QUORUM this month. 
Share Highs & Lows/Opening Prayer/Devotion.  
Approval of last meeting’s minutes- Minutes from 5/21 were reviewed but could not be officially approved (lack of 

quorum). 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Joe was not in attendance, but report was sent electronically to the group.  We were behind 

budget in May by $1800 overall, bringing the YTD shortfall to almost $8000.  It was suggested to start an effort 
to boost giving as soon as possible.  

 
Pastor’s Report (notes from meeting in bold and italics) 
Faith5 verse:  Gal. 3:27    As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
 
Ministry Contact 
Wedding Completed: Lind / Allen, May 18 
Baptism planning: Ryan Carroll (William/ Allison Carroll) June 16, (done!), Piper and Tucker (Hanson/Connor) 

June 30th , Arlo Abrahamson (Erik Abrahamson/Jennifer Maker)  July 14 
New Member welcome (see below) 
Nursing home 
Funeral Planning/Grief follow-up: 

Sandi Novak 
Russ McKibbon 

  
Staff   
Office:  Connie;  

Bruce;  
Associate Pastor: Pastor Karen; Continues to shape our shared ministry 
Children Youth and Family Ministry Director: Jessica Pederson; “Search & Support Team” is “gathered;” Posi-

tion “posted” in a wider variety of places than last time; 5 resumes so far. 
NHCPS: Angel Gemache/Thera Wiersma & board: Next year is taking shape; good numbers 
Music: Brad; Ryan; Carol; Tom; (Liz; special). See WAM team report. 
Janitorial: Kellie;  

 
Ministry Updates 
Worship, Summer Services; 1st Sunday “Classic Traditional”, 2nd Sunday “Old Hymns”, 3rd Sunday “Praise 

Team”, 4
th
 Sunday “Good News” 

Scouts; A healthy variety of connections; Cub, Boy, Girl 
Confirmation Summer New Testament Event on Picnic Day 
Bible Study: Wednesday Morning; Sunday Lessons’ Review 
New Member: 

Tyler Connor/Cortney Hanson finalizing, Joy Abrahamson, Steve & Julie Birkemeyer 
New Horizon’s/Northern Lights Academy door financial finalizing (got paid $3500 from NLA) 
Stucco Repair at door 5 in process (“Courtesy” of Arrowhead Water) 

 
Other Ministry Opportunities: 

Funding request from Cloquet Police Dept. in support of “National Night Out” Aug. 6, 5 – 8 at Veterans Park 
Met with new Zion Pastor, CJ Boetcher. Good start to a working relationship. 
Zion/Our Savior’s Joint Youth Advisory; met last Sunday (6/16) – discussed past activities and how Jess  
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can help with the transition (developing a binder with information).  Also need a new youth repre-
sentative from OSLC (Kelly has graduated and is heading to college). 
Engaging Generations for Giving workshop sponsored by Thrivent on July 18 at Trapper Pete’s 
Local Mission Reminders:  

“Feed My Starving Children,” Coming back Sept. 20/21   
“God’s Work Our Hands” Sept. 15 

 
Other Stuff 
I will be on vacation: July 3 – 8, July 18 – 23, August (+/-)14 – 28 (+/-)      
Prayers? 
 
Team Leader Reports 
Christian Education:  VLM canceled day camp this summer due to low staffing.  The tri-congregation commit-
tee for day camp has decided to hold a mini-day camp July 29-31 from 9am-12pm (need to find enough volun-
teers to make it happen).  Also, we are still looking for a new team lead, and new members for our Christian Ed 
committee! 
Evangelism/Welcome:  The Welcome Team presented the Dads that attended service on Father’s Day with a 
candy bar treat:  Mr. Gooddad bars. We have decided to try to do more of these special after service events. 
Fellowship:  Pastor Karen and the Fellowship Team declare the June 9th “Getting Acquainted Event” a suc-
cess. We had about 60 people come down to coffee and participate. A big thank you to all who volunteered to be 
table leaders for this event. We heard many positive comments. I only heard one negative comment which 
was “this event sounds like an introvert’s worst nightmare”.  The summer picnic is scheduled for Wednesday 
June 26th, food will be served at 5:30pm and worship at 6:30pm. There will be ice cream served after worship. 
Youth Ministry:  In the last month, I have made my announcement to the congregation, as well as to members 
of Zion whom I have had contact with.  It is still bittersweet, but I am thankful for the support my decision has re-
ceived.  We held an afternoon of fellowship for middle schoolers on Wed. June 19th where we had pizza, devo-
tion time, and went bowling in Duluth!  It was a great time for all involved.  I am giving the message at the picnic 
on Wed. June 26th and am excited to share my thoughts in a service before I leave. 
Worship, Arts and Music: The WAM team held their first full team meeting in a long time.  A review of major 
church services over the past several months was done in preparation for the new year in September.  Changes 
to the service structure were discussed and will be tested beginning this Fall.  In addition, visiting musical groups 
the Holy Hootenanners and the Birklands will be contacted for interest in leading worship services this Fall. 
We are also still waiting for word from the organ service technicians as to when the Oboe rank will be ready to 
reinstall, and the side shutter installation completed. 
Church Properties:  Church has some tables and chairs for sale.  Some may be donated to Feed My Starving 
Children in Bagley.  Also removed a few pews for the New Wine show and have left them out for now. 
Deacons, Stewardship, NHCP and WELCA:  No Report 
 
Old Business: 

Birthday Coffee – Sixty-six people participated.  Lots of excellent discussion and connections. 
Parking – Proposal was sent to the school, waiting for response. 
Directory update – Additional people continue to get added.  Need to decide when to make the first print-out. 
 

New Business: 
CYF Director Replacement – In process.  See notes in Pastor’s report above.  Posting closes on 6/30. 
 

Next PPC meeting scheduled for July 18, 2019 at 6:30 pm.  (PPC meetings moved to Thursday so people 
can attend the TOGETHER HERE sessions.) 
 
Closing Prayer with Lord’s Prayer 
Minutes were not approved for lack of a quorum. 
Respectfully submitted by Keith Matzdorf, Secretary 
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“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 

 

Deaths 

Sandi Novak 

June 2, 2019 
Russ McKibbon 

June 14, 2019 

Volunteers for August 

Sound Board Operators: 

7th      9:30   Dave Templeton 

14th    9:30   Chris Robinson 

21st     9:30   Tyler Connor 

28th     9:30   Curt Skowlund 

            

 

Readers:  

7th      9:30   Bill Schlenvogt 

14th    9:30   Rob Macaulay 

21st     9:30   Jeannine Nordin 

28th     9:30   Bonnie Christopherson 

            

           

Ushers:    

7th      9:30   Sherri Waller, Joe & Suzette Randall 

14th    9:30   Sherri Waller, Shawn & Carrie Crowser 

21st    9:30   Sherri Waller, Bill & Carol Schlenvogt 

28th    9:30   Sherri Waller, Keith & Shannon Matzdorf 

            

 

Coffee Servers:  Please sign up in the Narthex 

Greeters: 

7th      9:30  Steve & Julie Birkemeyer  

14th    9:30   Val Zack, Liz Brenner 

21st     9:30   Terry & Sue Nanti 

28th     9:30  Al & Jen Behrens 

 

  

Communion Servers (Palanca Deacons): 

7th      9:30   Kathy Rye, Cindy Haglin, Bill Schlenvogt 

14th    9:30   Roy Ober, Ron Stahl, Katie Bailey 

21st     9:30   Nancy Singpiel, Jim Boyd, Linda Bush 

28th     9:30   Dave & Deb Templeton, Shawn Crowser 

 

          

Acolytes: 

7th      9:30   Nathan Hamilton, Aiden Tingum 

14th    9:30   Emerson & Easton Harker 

21st     9:30   Bret Nelson, Harper Carlson 

28th     9:30   Tim Kazmierczak 

            

 

Altar Guild              

7th      Sherri Waller 

14th    Rob Macaulay 

21st     Linda Boyd 

28th    Sherri Waller 

We are in dire need of sound board operators for  
both services. When four people are scheduled,  

you only have to run it one Sunday a month.  
Please contact Dave Templeton. 

     KIDS ID PROGRAM___ 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 
4-7PM  IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL.   

THIS IS A FREE PROGRAM. 
OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY. 

FIRE TRUCKS, POLICE , STREET 
DEPARTMENT TRUCKS TO EXPLORE. 
JOIN US FOR THIS VERY IMPORTANT 

SERVICE FOR OUR CHILDREN. 

NEW HORIZONS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL NEWS 
Carpet has been cleaned, toys and supplies organized 
and all we need are our students to arrive.  I know this 
next month will fly by all too quickly.  We still have room 
for more children to join our classroom.  Please call Angel 
or myself if you know  someone that is interested in the 
preschool. Call us at either 218-428-2377 or 
391-9556. 
 

PRECHOOL NEEDS FOR THE FALL 
School supplies are already appearing in the stores.  If 
you are so moved to buy some even though you do not 
have children to buy for, think of the preschool.  Here is a 
list of things we will need to start our year. 

     MARKERS (FINE LINE AND BOLD)  
    CRAYONS 
    KLEENEX 
    APPLE JUICE 
    CRACKERS (ritz, club, graham) 
    FRUIT SNACKS 
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND  LOVE 
OF OUR STUDENTS AND PROGRAM. 
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Greeters: 

7th      9:30  Steve & Julie Birkemeyer  

14th    9:30   Val Zack, Liz Brenner 

21st     9:30   Terry & Sue Nanti 

28th     9:30  Al & Jen Behrens 

 

  

Communion Servers (Palanca Deacons): 

7th      9:30   Kathy Rye, Cindy Haglin, Bill Schlenvogt 

14th    9:30   Roy Ober, Ron Stahl, Katie Bailey 

21st     9:30   Nancy Singpiel, Jim Boyd, Linda Bush 

28th     9:30   Dave & Deb Templeton, Shawn Crowser 

 

          

Acolytes: 

7th      9:30   Nathan Hamilton, Aiden Tingum 

14th    9:30   Emerson & Easton Harker 

21st     9:30   Bret Nelson, Harper Carlson 

28th     9:30   Tim Kazmierczak 

            

 

Altar Guild              

7th      Sherri Waller 

14th    Rob Macaulay 

21st     Linda Boyd 

28th    Sherri Waller 

Gifts and Memorials: 

 Steve Korby & Jan Salo-Korby, in memory of 

Uncle Russ McKibbon, to Gift & Memorials  

 Dennis & Jeanne Morreim, in memory of San-

di Novak, to NHCP 

 Ron & Sue Stahl, and Bob & Peggy DeCaigny, 

in honor of Bruce and Jan Larson’s 40th Wed-

ding Anniversary, to Gift & Memorial Fund. 

Sunday Readings for August 

                         1st Lesson                            Psalm                          2nd Lesson                   Gospel Lesson    

4th Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23     Psalm 49:1-12                Colossians 3:1-11              Luke 12:13-21               

11th              Genesis 15:1-6                Psalm 33:12-22            Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16           Luke 12:32-40     

18th           Jeremiah 23:23-29                  Psalm 82                 Hebrews 11:29-12:2             Luke 12:49-56         

25th             Isaiah 58:9b-14                  Psalm 103:1-8              Hebrews 12:18-29              Luke 13:10-17     

The Sunday Service May or May Not Be Using All Of These Texts. 

Church Records 

 June 

2019 

June 

 2018 

June 

YTD  

2019 

June 

YTD 

2018 

Regular                 

Offerings 

21,735 17,834 123,805 125,156 

Other                

Income 

1630 1387 10,637 9840 

Total                     23,365 19,221 134,442 134,996 

Expenses 23,803 18,413 149,844 144,925 

Date Attendance Offering Offering  
Needed 

June 16 142 2208 4100 

June 23 102 2781 4100 

June 30 105 5966 4100 

July 7 104 6921 5000 

July 14 119 4162 

22038 

5000 

22,300 

If you ever have an after hours  pastoral  

emergency, you can call the church office 

(879-1535) and we have directions on the  

answering machine outgoing message.  

Radio Broadcast for July: 

 Bruce & Jan Larson, in honor of their 40th 

wedding anniversary 

Update Your Profile and Photo in  
New Church Directory 

     We are updating our church directory – please take some 
time to update your profile and photos.  There are 3 ways to 
get your photo in the directory. 

Upload the photo yourself: Upload your photo (.jpeg for-
mat) from your phone or computer at your leisure 
using your login name and password.  Look for an e-
mail (similar to one you should have gotten a few 
months ago) with directions – or ask one of the con-
tact people for some help. 

Bring in photo to scan: Bring in a photo you like and we 
will scan it for you / load it up for (and give you the 
photo back) 

We can take your photo:  We can take a picture of you to 
use 

     It is your photo – so if you go out on the town, catch a big-
ger fish, or get a new outfit you can update your photo at any 
time! 
     You don’t need to have a photo within the directory to 
have your information – so check it yourself or ask one of us 
and we can make sure we have your correct address, phone 
number, etc.        
Phone App:  Download an app for your phone so you can eas-
ily access the directory information when you need it.  Direc-
tions on how to download the app is available from church 
website.  
     Thank you for your help in developing an exciting and 
useful communication tool for the congregation!  If you have 
any questions or would like to help, please feel free to talk to 
Rich Krikava, Marty Rye, Keith Matzdorf, Shannon Matzdorf, 
or Duane Buytaert and family.    
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Please remember to call the office if you would like to 
schedule a meeting in the church so we may put it in the 
church calendar.  Thank you. 

Radio Broadcast Sponsorship 
The calendar for the 2019 radio broadcast sponsorship is 
up near the Fireside room.  When signing up for a date, 
remember to pay the office.  The rate for a sponsorship is 
$65.00.  In order to keep this service, we need more spon-
sors. Thank you! 

SIMPLY GIVING 
For those of you who use             
Simply Giving for your                 
offering, there are pink cards             
available in the pews for you to use.  
How it works:  To show your sup-
port of using Simply Giving, place the card in the offering plate.  
It’s that easy.  This gives other members a visual and reminder of 
the Simply Giving program.   If you are not enrolled in  Simply  
Giving, and would like to be, there are forms in the office, in the 
Narthex, and on our Church website. www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

This is our 69th year of 
radio broadcasts on 

WKLK!! 

Goodbye & Good 

Luck to Jess! We 

will miss you lots 

and lots! 

Are you interested in receiving the Messenger via 
email and not the postal service?  

Call Connie in the office at 879-1535 and give her your  
preferred email address. This option saves Our Savior’s  

paper, printing, and postage costs! 

Please contact the church office when you or  
a loved one are hospitalized or when a death  
occurs so we can support and care for you or 

your loved one. 

Smartphone Apps for Contributing! 
We can now accept contributions using a 
mobile application available for FREE.  
Simply go to your App Store, search for 
GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the appli-
cation and fill in the blanks.  Thereafter,  
when you want to give, simply click on 

the icon, sign on and donate.   
SO SIMPLE!   

If you do not wish to use the regular coffee 
cups when serving coffee, there are paper 

cups in the metal cabinet in the kitchen.  
Please do not use foam cups or plates. 

Be Kind To The Environment. 

Prayer Chain 
Please call the Church office with  

your prayer chain requests. 

office matters 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 

  

 

Pastor:                                Pastor Chris Hill   (ext 11) 

                         pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                                                            (320)279-2374 

 

Associate Pastor:               Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12) 

karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:          Connie Reinke (ext. 10) 

email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children Youth and Family Director:        Jess Pedersen                      

jess.pedersen@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Bookkeeper:                                           Bruce Larson 

 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:    Ryan Hanson, Director 

ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:                     Administrative Assistant 

 

New Horizons Christian Preschool:    

Director:                               Angel Gamache (ext. 19)  

                       NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Teacher:                                             Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Church office hours: 

Monday: 8-3 

Tuesday:  8-3 

Wednesday: 8-3 

Thursday: 8-3 

Friday:  8-12   

                                                                                   

Summer Sunday Worship Times: 

Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . 9:30 am 

 

W e ’ r e  o n the  w e b!  
w w w . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for our 

members of our congregation  currently serving in 

the military.  Please contact the Church office for 

any other members we may have missed or if any 

of these names should be taken off. 

Skylar Scheer        Alex Lingren                                                    

Dane Kiehn          Tim Schlenvogt     

Erika Blesener       Chris Vanderpool 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

   Edgewood Vista 

Pat Meisner 

Evergreen Cottages 

Becky Eknes 

John Manisto 

    Evergreen Knoll 

Joyce Fuller 

Charlene Hagen 

Evelyn Buddish 

Dick Nelson 

   Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

       Suncrest 

Janith Wadman 

Mabel Clemens 

North Shore Estates 

Maxeen Burns 

Inter-Faith Care Center 

Eleanor Jania 

Ricard Puumala 

Art Johnson 

    Plainview-Scanlon 

Arlene Anderson 

Connie Hopp 

  Sunnyside Health Care 

Bob Fountain 

Anita Fountain 

Elaine Huliares 

       Bayshore 

Vicki Diver 

Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

 

The Radio Broadcast is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM 
at 11:00 AM on Sundays.   

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Sunday  
at 3:30pm & Wednesday at 3:30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

     Deadline for submitting  articles is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted after deadline will 
be published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail 
your articles to:  email@oursaviorscloquet.org 
     September  2019 news deadline:  August 15 by 
noon. Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins is 
Wednesday by 9:00 am.  Thank you for your  co-
operation and understanding.    

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art


Page 14  

 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Cloquet, MN 
Permit 50 

 
Address Service Requested 

August 2019 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
615 12th Street 
Cloquet, MN 55720  

Phone: 218-879-1535 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org

“To Know Christ and To Have Others Know Him” 


