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OUR SAVIOR’S SHARED JOURNEY 

A Normal April 

I don’t think it can happen. I am not sure it ever happens. A “normal” April? How can a month that 
starts out with a “Fools Day” ever be anything even vaguely resembling “normal?” 

This year it begs another question: “What is “normal”?” And another: “Were there things we thought 
were ‘normal’ that we should have abandoned a long time ago?” And another question: “Are there 
things that are heading towards ‘normal’ that we should be very sure never get there?” 

April is almost always deep in the Lent/Easter Season at Church. This year, it is a most excellent occurrence that April 
begins with Easter. The new life, freshly embraced by recent observances of Good Friday and full-throttle celebrations of 
Jesus’ Resurrection are impetus for re-thinking, re-planning, re-newing, re-fueling, re___ (you, by now, could add your own 
suffix to that…)! Easter can, in fact, power our embrace of seeking God’s renewal for all that we do. It can shape what we 
do as individuals. It can mold what we do together as followers of Jesus the Christ. The empty cross and the empty tomb can 
become April’s gift to strengthen our faith. The witness of the Women at the tomb and the Angels in attendance and the 
open crypt door can become a remarkable abundance for lovingly living out God’s mission this April. I suspect we need that 
encouragement this April, maybe more so than ever.  

That leads me back to the “begged questions.” I don’t have answers for you; but maybe we have answers together.  

In his interview with Pontius Pilate, Jesus declared “For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the 
truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice” (John 18:37). The Roman Governor responds to the Truth, 
literally staring him in the face, by asking “What is truth?” He then condemns the Truth-in-Human-Form to death on the 
Cross. That Truth rises from death, opens our tombs and changes our truth. Easter changes what normal is. 

Deacon Brenda Tibbets, our Northeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA, Synod Minister for Leadership Support wrote in her 
most excellent (read it if you can; all PPC members got a copy via email and there are hard copies available in the narthex) 
March 15 Article, Return to What? Return to Whom?: Yes, indeed, return. We can hardly wait. But this detour through 
Covid-19 has also provided unique opportunities to really take a look at what was before. Not all things i.e. behaviors or 
the way we have always done things in the church should be returned to. It has taken a cataclysmic shift in our culture to 
allow for space whereby the Holy Spirit can bring new vision, new dreams, new courage for a new day. 

Easter can help us begin to see that any form of injustice perpetuated by any form of excuse should never have been normal. 
Maybe we can begin to see that if it ever becomes completely normal for us to be unable and unwilling to respectfully listen 
to each other in the public square, our world will suffer; we all will suffer.  

And while it has always been “normal” for our own opinion, or our own bias (see my article in the March 12th Pine Knot) or 
our own needs to be more important to each of us than what is factually true; that is one 
normal that needs to be challenged every time we discern it. The Bible tells us 
many stories of how God’s normal and our normal, our truth and God’s truth (see 
John 18 above), our ways and God’s ways (Isaiah 55:8) are too often not in 
conjunction. 

April, Easter, returning from COVID-imposed meditations, and Lenten disciplines 
can all conspire to help us let God’s Spirit create in us “clean hearts… and renew a 
right spirit within” us (Psalm 51:10). God is ready to lead us to a new normal. We 
will need each other to make that real. We will need to listen and respect each 
other to make that real. The journey is mapped in our Baptismal promises “… to 
strive for justice and peace in all the earth…”  (Affirmation of Baptism, ELW p. 
236). 

I am on that journey with you. 

The Messenger 
April 2021 

Pastor Chris 
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 

Vision: Yours, Mine and Ours 
 

   I’ve been thinking about vision and eyesight lately as I’ll be having cataract surgery 
sometime in April. People tell me it’s not really a big deal, it only takes about 15 minutes and yes, 
that is true. However, I have a history with eye surgery so I have a different view of this surgery. 
Fifteen years ago, I had a visual disturbance and saw my ophthalmologist who sent me 
immediately to a specialist. She looked in my eye and said, “You will be having surgery 
tomorrow.” Wow. Turns out, I had holes in my retina (different than a detached retina) which the 
surgeon was able to plug somehow. I had an eye patch for a few days, my eye looked really gross, 
I needed eye drops four times a day and had double vision for awhile. Since surgery, I just don’t 
see as well out of that eye. (My vision was usually 20/50 and last month it was 20/100). My 
cataract surgery will take 30 minutes (still a short while) because of cleaning out the scar tissue. 
But I do get a little anxious about being awake and because of my last surgery, I’m a bit hesitant 
even though I expect this will be much easier. And yes, I will put myself on the prayer chain for 
that surgery and recovery. I probably will see better after the surgery than I do now so that will be 
a welcome change. I’m just not too keen about going through the process which will result in 
better vision.  

   I have also been thinking about how my views of the world have changed. In my teens, I 
thought issues (such as abortion) were pretty black and white. I have learned over the years that 
there are many shades of grey and issues are more complex than they initially seem. I had not 
even heard the term Doctrine of Discovery regarding views of our native brothers and sisters until 
last fall. With all the civil unrest following the murders of George Floyd and other black 
individuals, I’ve become more aware of advantages that I have simply because I am white. How 
many issues am I not aware of at all? The older I get, the more I realize how little I know. 

    How will our worship and environment change here at Our Savior’s following this year of 
not meeting together due to the coronavirus? (On page 1, Pastor Chris referred to Deacon 
Brenda’s well-written article). Will we simply slide back into doing things the way we’ve always 
done them because it is easier? Might we realize that things that bothered us before are really not a 
big deal? Might our awareness/view of issues here change? Might we ourselves be tools for 
positive change? 

    I’m hopeful that my vision will improve once this surgery and the healing process are 
completed. May we as a faith community emerge from this coronavirus absence more aware of 
the Holy Spirit prompting us to perhaps “see” issues known and unknown in a new way. And 
through it all, yes, God is present. Nothing can separate us from God’s love. And with the empty 
tomb at Easter, we are reminded that “Death does not have the last word.” Good news for all of 
us; especially those who grieve the deaths of loved ones no matter when they occurred. Thanks be 
to God. 

  

About Good Friday 
 

   Every Good Friday, we remember Jesus’ death on the cross. As we confess our faith using 
the Apostles’ Creed, we state in the second article “I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was…crucified, died and was buried.”  And we probably can envision Jesus on the 
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Pastor Karen’s Musings 

cross with his arms and feet nailed to the cross. Here’s a little more information about that form of 
execution from articles by Dr. David Terasaka and Dr. Andreas Lambrianides. I would note that it 
is rather unsettling and not for the squeamish.  
 

  “Crucifixion was invented and used by the Persians as far back as 400 BC. The Romans 
perfected it as a method of execution which caused maximal pain and suffering over a period of 
time. Roman citizens were not subjected to this treatment. Crucifixion was discontinued by the 
emperor Constantine in the 4th century AD. 

  The crucifixion site was purposely chosen to be outside the city walls because the Law 
forbade such within the city walls for sanitary reasons. The crucified body was sometimes left to 
rot on the cross and serve as a disgrace, a convincing warning and deterrent to passers-by. 

   The sedulum served as a crude seat attached midway down the vertical post. When the 
victim pushed up on his feet, respirations became easier, but the pain in the legs mounted. When 
the pain became unbearable, the victim slumped down on the sedulum with the weight of the body 
pulling on the wrists. The victim alternated between lifting his body off the sedulum in order to 
breathe and slumping down on the sedulum to relieve pain in the feet. Eventually, he became 
exhausted or lapsed into unconsciousness so that he could no longer lift his body off the sedulum. 
In this position, with the respiratory muscles essentially paralyzed, the victim suffocated and died. 
The average time of suffering before death by crucifixion is stated to be about 2-4 days. Sounds 
excruciating doesn’t it?” 
 

   Much of Jesus’ life was about not breaking expectations. (Remember, folks thought that the 
“king” would be born in a royal home, not a stable!) Deuteronomy 21:23 states, “Anyone who is 
hung on a tree is under God’s curse.” There was no distinction made between a tree and a cross. 
No one believed that the Messiah would die under a curse. No one believed that Jesus would hang 
out with tax collectors and sinners and yet he did. I am glad he did. Remember the quote, “If you 
draw a line in the sand and are sure Jesus is on your side, you can be sure Jesus is on the other 
side!” Our faith can certainly challenge us! 

 

Northeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly 
 

   Our synod assembly will again be virtual this year and held Friday evening, April 30th 
through Sunday, May 2nd. The 132 churches in our synod gather once a year to worship and tend 
to business. Brian Kazmierczak and Katie Bailey will attend in addition to Pastor Chris and me as 
our voting members. Our Presiding National Bishop Rev. Elizabeth Eaton will give the keynote 
address on Friday evening (at this time we are unsure if she will be with us in person or virtually). 
Our Synod Bishop Rev. Amy Odgren and her synod staff will be with us the entire time in 
addition to some guests. The coronavirus prevents us from meeting in person again this year. 
(When we meet in person, it’s quite amazing to participate with 500 Lutherans worshiping, 
singing together and tending to business). If you’d like to tune in to get a sense of our larger 
church body, know you are welcome. The annual quilt silent auction will still be held online with 
proceeds going to World Hunger. It is quite impressive to see those works of art from numerous 
congregations within our synod. You are invited to bid on those!!  
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Children, Youth, and Family 

Happy Spring!!  

 

I’m happy to say that Winter Family Fun Day in March was a success, although I definitely needed 

to take out the word “winter!” We were still able to gather outdoors and have fun together, even 

without the snow!  More fun will be had on April 18th on our next outing (see below for 

details!)!  Don’t miss out on the FUN!  ABSOLUTELY EVERYONE is invited and encouraged to come 

and have fun and socialize! Here are some upcoming opportunities for youth and families:   

 
Youth:  

 

 Middle School Youth Group (students in grades 5-8): April 7th and 21st from 3:30-

5:00pm.  Please contact me to find out whether we will be in-person or on Zoom as it will be 

weather dependent for the month of April. Contact Jennifer Hamilton at 

jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org for information. 

 High School Youth Group (students in grades 9-12): April 18th 6:30-8:00pm. Please contact me 

to find out whether we will be in-person or on Zoom as it will be weather dependent for the 

month of April.  Contact Jennifer Hamilton at jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org for information. 

 
Families:  

 

 April Family Fun Day will be on April 18th from 2-4pm at Athletic Park (near the Cloquet 

Library).  We will have oodles of fun with pool noodles!  While there won’t be any swimming, 

some of the activities will use pool noodles.  Feel free to just come and socialize, too!  Come 

and have oodles of fun! This is a come and go as you please event.  We hope that you have 

a great time! 

 Camp Work Day: Did you know that sponsors a cabin at Camp Vermilion through Voyageurs 

Lutheran Ministries (VLM)?  We do!  Every year there is a camp work day at the camps!  There 

is a fantastic opportunity to stay the night the night before and then work on getting the 

camp cleaned up and ready for the summer season of campers!  This year it is happening on 

May 15th at Camp Vermilion!  I’m looking for a crew to join me (and my family) to make 

repairs and help get the camp ready….no experience needed!  Families are welcome!  My 

whole family will be joining me and we’d love to have you come, too!  Please contact me if 

you are interested in coming and also let VLM know.  Your help is greatly appreciated!  

 

If you have any concerns or questions or would just like to chat, I would love to connect with 

you!   

 

Easter blessings,  

 
 

Jennifer Hamilton  

CYF Director 

218-590-6959 

jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 
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NHCP News 

Greetings from the Preschool, 

Spring is in the air and the weather is getting 

warmer.  It has been so wonderful being back 

in the routine of Preschool.  The children have 

been doing wonderful and are learning new 

things each day.   

  In place of our Silent Auction/Spaghetti 

Dinner (due to Covid restrictions), we held 

another Butter Braid fundraiser.  It went 

fantastic!   Thank you to all our Preschool 

families and church families that sold/bought 

Butter Braids. 

   Please be looking for more information to 

come out about our Hanging Basket 

Fundraiser through Engwalls.  They make a 

wonderful Mother's Day present. 

  Registration for the 2021/2022 school year is 

open to the public on May 3rd.  Please look 

on our church website, under Preschool, for 

more information and registration forms.  If you 

Volunteers needed:  

Parents, we would love to have your input on our Christian Education team.  We meet monthly by zoom 
and welcome your participation however you feel you are able to be a part of our team! If interested, 
email Our Savior’s at email@oursaviorscloquet.org!   

Vacation Bible School: 

Interested in having your child/children attend VBS this summer?  If so, would you prefer virtual or in-
person? Do you have time to assist? Our Christian Education team is currently in discussion about what 
VBS could look like this summer if we decide to move ahead with planning and we need your input! 
Please email Jennifer Hamilton at jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org.  

Christian Education 

know of anyone interested, please give them 

my contact information.    

Thank you for keeping Thera, Gene and I in 

your prayers.  We feel truly blessed to be a 

part of our Preschool.   

In God's Hands Always, 

Angel Gamache 

nhcp.dirctor@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

I can't believe it is April!!!  We are all so ready 

to enjoy warm weather.  We even survived 

Shantzy the leperchaun. We have had a 

great week of spring break and experienced 

the Easter Story.  So it is on to Spring themes to 

learn. Angel, Gene and I have received our 

first and second vaccinations.  None of us 

had any reactions to them.  Thank 

goodness.  Have a great spring!!!! 

Thera & the children 

mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Achieving Financial Wellness 
Support Available from LSS 

Times of uncertainty—especially the times we are living in right now—can 
create financial stress for many of us. You might be struggling to manage a 
monthly budget, facing unaffordable debt, or just needing to talk with someone 
and make sure you’re on the right track. LSS (Lutheran Social Services) 
Financial Counseling is available to provide free confidential support. 

LSS Financial Counseling has more than 35 years of experience in working 
alongside individuals of all ages, races, and economic levels who are trying to 
take control of their financial lives. Their trusted, experienced staff offer free, 
confidential counseling by phone or online. They empower people with personal 
guidance, individualized plans and tangible steps so they can experience success 
and feel more confident about their finances. 

Financial counselors meet individuals where they are at. They do not judge, they 
just work with everyone who contacts them and assist them on their way to 
financial health. LSS staff does not work on commission and won’t try to sell 
anything to those they support. 

They can help with financial questions and concerns large and small: 

 Managing credit card debt 

 Struggles with mortgage or rent payments 

 Issues with student loans and repayment options 

 A review of credit reports and credit score 

 Protection against scams and identity theft 

You can learn more about these LSS services on their website at 
LSSfinancialcounseling.org or by calling 888-577-2227. The website also has 
links to helpful resources and tips to increase financial wellness, and a 
blog, Sense & Centsibility, that addresses timely topics on financial wellness. 
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Sponsorship Opportunities 

We all have times when we celebrate a special event (birthdays, anniversaries etc.) or would 

love to hold up someone in a special way. Donations which support special activities in your 

church can be a great way to celebrate that special person or event. We at Our Savior’s 

want to spend 2021 highlighting different ongoing ministries that would greatly benefit from 

those gifts. These donations will be especially important this year, as many of our normal 

fundraisers had to be modified or cancelled in 2020. You can designate funds in the memo 

line of your check, in the “other” category on your offering envelopes, or by attaching a note 

to your offering. Contact the church office with any questions. 

April Highlights: 

Baptism Sponsorship $55/family:   

As a congregation we pledge to support the families at each baptism.  Frolic Family offers a 

comprehensive curriculum for us to build faith among our little ones from birth through age 

five, and offers resources to help us extend learning to the home. Frolic Monthly Newsletters 

are sent to parents and caregivers each month to update them on key developmental and 

faith milestones. The newsletters are designed to provide key information about where their 

little ones are developmentally, from a cognitive, social, and faith perspective. It costs $55 to 

send 48 newsletters to each family over 4 years. 
 

Easter flowers– Thank you!  We are looking forward to in-person Easter service this year. The 

service will also be live streamed on Facebook and available on YouTube and CAT7.  Your 

donation of flowers will enhance that service.  Remember that flowers may be picked up 

after the service to grace your home or the home of someone you care about.  Thank you! 
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We are opening the fellowship hall and the youth room  
to one family at a time! 

 
The youth room was just refinished by some of our wonderful youth this summer and it is 
begging to be used!  The youth room offers a ping pong table that can be turned into a pool 
table, games, TV, parachute and balls and just plain a different space!  If you let me know 
ahead of time, I can even set up the big screen and projector for a movie (you would need to 
provide the DVD) and provide popcorn! Our fellowship hall is a HUGE space that will allow 
kids some space to RUN! You can sign up on the church website OR by calling the church!  
 
Here are some of the rules, for everyone’s safety:  
 only one family per day 
 masks are required when entering, exiting, and/or leaving the fellowship hall/youth room 

areas, but are NOT required while you are with your family group in those areas 
 please use door 3 
 please be sure to sign in by door 3  
 please be respectful of the space at all times.  
 please clean up any messes that were made. 
 please be sure to fill out the cleaning checklist prior to leaving the space, so we can be sure 

to sanitize items that were used.  
 Have fun! 

September 19th, 2021 

More information to come. 
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Church News 

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT US FROM HOME 
 

+ Remember your church with your financial gifts. 
You can give online (see details on page 14), send 
your offering envelope by mail, drop your envelope 
off at the church, use the “QR” code on the cover of 
this Messenger or ask your bank to send donations 
directly to Our Savior’s. 
+ Let Mary Krohn (218-310-2682) or the church office 
know if you or someone you know needs support of 
any kind. 
+ Volunteer for the Phone Contact Team. Contact 
Mary Krohn or the church office for details. 
+ As a family, adopt a member to call, pray for, write 
to, send birthday cards to, send greeting cards to, 
email, draw pictures for… as a family faith & fun 
activity. Contact Jennifer Hamilton at the church 
(jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org,  218-879-1535) for 
ideas. 
+ Look out for your neighbors. 
+ Share your ideas for helping our community with 
your church leadership: 218-879-1535  
pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
email@oursaviorscloquet.org, 
jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Anti-Racism Study Group 

 
An Anti-Racism Zoom Discussion group is being 

planned for early this year.  The group will read and 

discuss the book  “Dear Church: A love letter from 

a black preacher to the whitest denomination in 

the US” by Lenny Duncan.  The first meeting will be 

on April 15th. Following meetings will be decided 

on by the group. If you would be interested in 

participating in this discussion group please 

contact the church office . 

 
Meetings at church have started up again! 

 
Read and discuss the upcoming  Biblical text for Sunday 

 

This group is led by Pastor Chris or Pastor Karen 
 

Wednesdays 
10am-11am 

        
Meets monthly to discuss various books 

of interest 
For both men and women 

For more information  
please contact  

Jan Larson or Mary Krohn 

 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH BY SHOPPING WITH 

AMAZONSMILE 

       FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 
 

The first Sunday of the month is designated as Food 
Shelf Sunday. The monetary gifts collected will help 

both 2nd Harvest and Cloquet Salvation Army. This is 
a real bargain in which every family can participate. 

May we share our blessings with those in need.    
 

Even though church is currently open for Sunday 
service at 9:30, please continue to contribute if you 

can. As collection will not be taken as usual, you can 
leave your contribution in the office or in the offering 

plate with comments where the money goes  
        
Thank you,  

Katie & Jerry Nisula, Jen Behrens  
Co-chairs    

       
February’s Contributions were $200 

mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org
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Rejoice Renew Reach Reprise 

The Mission Appeal Continues: many of Our Savior’s financial supporters have discovered this 

on-going gifting opportunity. The core of the “mission” the Appeal funded (Staffing Level 

Support) is a continuing goal. The “capital improvements” of Rejoice Renew Reach (Roof, 

Organ, etc.) have been completely funded by the Mission Appeal. Those of you who gave to 

make that happen deserve the continued gratitude of the entire congregation! Thank you!  

When Our Savior’s sent the request to members for your “Pledge” or 2021 Giving Estimate, the 

Mission Appeal continued to be an optional designation. This “Rejoice Renew Reach Reprise” 

is a key element in making sure Our Savior’s staffing levels (and the increasing ministry 

provided) can remain strong into the future. 

Any financial gifts, over and above your regular giving to Our Savior’s, for this continuing 

Mission Appeal will help assure a strong ministry future for your church. 

Thank you for your support. 

Church News 

Haiti Mission Update 
 

Thank you to all who have so generously continued to support this mission work.  Life has been particularly 
challenging for those in Haiti.  Like the rest of the world they have been experiencing the COVID-19 
pandemic.  In addition they have continued to experience political unrest.   
They are also experiencing an influx of counterfeit medications in Haiti.  For example Dr. Manno had one 
father bring in an antiseizure medication that he had bought elsewhere which was fake and seriously impacting 
his daughter’s health.  This means that our shipments of reliable medications has become even more valuable 
to Dr. Manno.   
 
MMM (Ministry in Medical Mission) has been able to partner with another non-profit, Blessings 
International.  If we gather $1500 worth of medications and supplies, Blessings International provides free 
shipping and delivery to Haiti.  As a result of your support, we have been able to continue to provide diabetic 
supplies, medications and PPE to Dr. Manno’s clinic shipped through Blessings International.  Another 
blessing is that Dr. Manno has been able pick up these supplies without any additional taxes or fees., which can 
sometimes be an issue in Haiti.  
 
Thank you for your continued generous support! 
Mary Krohn 

Help Wanted: 

Readers of any age for our weekly Sunday services! 

We would love for you to read one or more of our lessons for Sunday services.  

Contact the church office by phone or email if you are interested. 
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PPC Minutes 2/16/21 

This is a summary. Please contact the church office 
if you would like a copy of the complete minutes. 

 
Present: Pastor Chris, Jan Larson, Juli Lattner, Joe Randall, Rich 
Krikava, Mary Krohn, Jennifer Hamilton, Marty Rye, Roxanne 
Frederick, Keith Matzdorf 
Sharing of Highs & Lows / Opening Devotion / Opening Prayer 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  January income was $3,700 below budget 
and expenses were $1,300 under budget for a net negative of 
$2,400 (offering was $4,500 low compared to budget, but 
Mission Appeal donations were $1,200 over budget).  Third 
round of PPP loans currently available, but after reviewing the 
rules, it appears we do not qualify. 
 
Pastor’s Report   
 
Major Ministry Contact: 
Funeral: Carol Schlenvogt 
Staff   
Administrative Assistant: Katie Keller; recently returned from 
funeral trips to Montana 
Associate Pastor: Pastor Karen; Formal Reports Quarterly 
Children Youth and Family Ministry Dir.: Jennifer; She, Katie 
and I attended ELCA Youth Workers Extravaganza, Feb. 4-7 
online-Wow! 
NHCPS: Angel G./Thera W.& board: Staff has gotten 1st 
Vaccine  
Worship: Brad; Ryan; Carol; Tom; (Video: Kirsten, Kelsey, 
Tim).  
Online Worship; Planned into Lent, Ash Wednesday will be 
online; Weds. will be Zoom 
Janitorial: Kellie; Working well 
Phone Ministry; Mary Krohn; no update 
 
Other Ministry 

 Confirmation; New Format; video provided weekly, Zoom bi
-weekly, during Lent Our Savior’s Zoom; planning to go to 
outdoor, in person meetings after Easter 

 Bible Study: Wednesday Morning; Sunday Lessons, via mail 
only 

 Palanca-Deacons: Via email only. 

 Synod:  Another Sunday service for use sometime in Feb 
(Feb28). has been assembled; Rollie, Synod Minister for 
Operations and Congregational Care, recorded his portion in 
our sanctuary.  Katie Bailey will attend the Synod Assembly 
with Brian.  PPC approved. 

 VLM; I & Jennifer attended Annual Meeting;  

 SMART; Met on 2/8; if numbers continue to trend 
downward, tentative return to in-person worship on March 7; 
one service at 9:30 am.  Planning to serve communion at 
worship when meeting in person, but if people want to 
participate at home, they can contact the church and 
arrangements will be made. 

 
Other Ministry Opportunities: 

 I have gotten my first vaccine dose 

Children, Youth and Family Director Report – Feb 2021  
I had the opportunity to attend the Extravaganza, which is a HUGE 
event that the ELCA Youth Ministry Network puts on each year! 
This year it was online due to COVID. I had the opportunity to 
worship with hundreds of others and had the opportunity to attend 
some workshops and get ideas.  I came away refreshed and 
rejuvenated!  I certainly plan to attend in future years.  Next year it 
will be in Minneapolis.  Here is a brief breakdown of upcoming 
events or ways that I am touching lives:  
Children:  

 Children ages 3-6th grade are receiving packets in the mail twice 
a month for Sunday School.   

 Children ages birth- age 5 that are baptized will receive a 
monthly newsletter for their parent(s) with age appropriate 
information on faith development.   

 Children ages 3-10 are receiving cards in the mail from me.   
Youth:  

 Middle School Youth Group (students in grades 5-8) 

 High School Youth Group (students in grades 9-12) 
Families:  

 Pizza with the Pastors  

 Winter Family Fun Day 
Other Items of Note:  
My family ministry class was cancelled due to lack of interest.  I am 
hopeful that I will be able to put that money toward a different 
continuing education opportunity.  
 
Team Leader Reports: 

 Christian Education:  Met to work on next Sunday School 
mailings.  Also working with Pastor Chris on first Communion 
plans. 

 Welcome:  No team meetings held, but interested in doing some 
sort of Welcome Back when we start worshipping in person. 

 Stewardship: Special giving opportunities are being published in 
the Messenger each month. 

 Fellowship: Nothing new to report. 

 Children, Youth, Family Ministry: See report above. 

 Worship, Arts and Music: See info in Pastor’s report above. 

 Palanca Deacons:  Have not met but doing prayer requests and 
other communications via e-mail. 

 WELCA: Sent out Valentines to our home-bound members. 

 Church Properties: No update, other than boiler issues on 2/14 
that were resolved with help from the Gas Company and Stack 
Brothers. 

 NHCP:  Back to in person classes this week. 

 SMART Team:  Team has met and are watching numbers 
drop.  Team is ready to let small groups return and church to 
meet in person again soon, with some restrictions. 

 
Next PPC meeting scheduled for 3/16/21 at 6:30 pm (on-line 
meeting). 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted by Keith Matzdorf, Secretary 
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Sunday Readings for April 

Sunday Services may or may not use all of these texts 

Church Records 

Date 
YouTube 

Audience 
Offering 

Offering 

Needed 

Attend-

ance 

Feb 21 109 3710 5810 N/A 

Feb 28 98 10,789 5810 N/A 

Mar 7 46 9436 6185 48 

Mar 14 53 6625 6185 51 

Mar 21 14 2610 6185 44 

  33,170 30,175  

 Feb 2021 

Budget 

Feb 2021 

Actual 

YTD  2021 

Budget 

YTD 2021 

Actual 

Income 25,265 29,964 52,730 53,735 

Expenses         28,412 28,113 57,265 55,602 

2021 Net                     

Income 

(3147) 1851 (4535) (1867) 

2020 Net  

Income 

(5313) (3824) (8472) (6973) 

April 4  

Easter Sunday 
April 11 April 18 April 25 

Acts 10:34-43  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8  

Acts 4:32-35  

Psalm 133  

1 John 1:1—2:2  

John 20:19-31  

Acts 3:12-19  

Psalm 4  

1 John 3:1-7  

Luke 24:36b-48  

Acts 4:5-12  

Psalm 23  

1 John 3:16-24  

John 10:11-18  

Gifts and Memorials: 

 
 Bonnie Christopherson & Sonja Wick in 

memory of Carol Schlenvogt to Quilters 

 Mary Krohn in memory of Carol 

Schlenvogt to NHCP 

 

March Radio Broadcasts: 
 

3/7:   Sonja & Charles Wick in memory 

of Penny Ann Wait 

3/14: Linda Way in memory of parents 

Bill & Marge Way 

3/21: Fred & Linda Branham in honor 

of our church staff & family 

3/28: Bob & Peggy DeCaigny in honor 

of their 35th wedding 

anniversary 
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If you are a group leader, please 
contact the church office to begin 

scheduling meetings in our spaces. 

Simply Giving 
If you are not enrolled in  
Simply  Giving, and would 
like to be, there are forms in 
the office, in the Narthex, and 
on our Church website. 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Smartphone App for Contributing! 
We can now accept contributions using a 
mobile application available for FREE.  
Simply go to your App Store, search for 

GIVE PLUS CHURCH, install the 
application and fill in the blanks.  

Thereafter,  
when you want to give, simply click on 

the icon, sign on and donate.   

Online Offering Options: 

 

PayPal 

Did you know that you can send   

offering through PayPal? Just click on 

the “offering” link on the Church 

website,  

 

Prayer Chain 

Please call the Church Office  with 

your prayer  chain requests. 

Please contact the church office when you or  

a loved one are hospitalized or when a death  

occurs so we can support and care for you and 

your loved one. 

ADJECTIVES NOT USED  

TO DESCRIBE PASTORS!! 

Omniscient  (adjective) having complete or 

unlimited know-ledge, awareness, or understanding; 

perceiving all things.  

Omnipotent  (adjective) (of a deity) having 

unlimited power; able to do anything. 

   These adjectives meaning all powerful and all 

knowing certainly describe God but not pastors. 

Therefore if you are in the hospital or have 

moved to another place, God will know about it 

but Pastor Chris and Pastor Karen won't! 

Hospitals no longer call churches to notify them 

when members are hospitalized; nor do assisted 

living facilities. Please let us know so that we can do 

our best to visit you to support you.  

We appreciate you "keeping us in the loop!" 
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W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B !  
w ww . o u r s a v i o r s c l o q u e t . o r g  

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers for 

members of our congregation  that are former or 

current military.  Please contact the Church office 

for any other members we may have missed or if 

any of these names should be taken off. 
Skylar Scheer           Alex Lingren                                                    

Tim Schlenvogt       Erika Blesener       

Chris Vanderpool   Jessica Lingren     

Tim Larson                River DeMars 

Please remember the following members of 

our church throughout the year: 

   Edgewood Vista 

Pat Meisner 

    Evergreen Knoll 

Joyce Fuller 

Becky Eknes 

Charlene Hagen 

Suncrest 

Carol Maki 

Jan Stork 

Mabel Clemens 

    Larson Commons 

Audrine Johnson 

 

         Plainview-Esko 

Donna Redding 

    Inter-Faith Care Center 

Ricard Puumala 

Bruce Spetz 

    Plainview-Scanlon 

Arlene Anderson 

Connie Hopp 

  Sunnyside Health Care  

Anita Fountain 

Dick Nelson 

71 Years on the air! The Radio Broadcast  

is broadcast on WKLK 1230 AM at 10:30 AM  

on Sundays.   

The Cat 7 Broadcast is every Monday at 9:00am, 

Tuesday at 2:00pm, Wednesday at 3:30pm, and the 

following Sunday at 3:30pm. 

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet 

     Deadline for submitting  articles is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted after deadline will 
be published in the next issue. If possible, e-mail 
your articles to:  email@oursaviorscloquet.org 
     April 2021 news deadline:  March 15 by noon. 
Deadline for articles for Sunday bulletins is 
Wednesday by 9:00 am.  Thank you for your   
cooperation and understanding.    

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

615 12th Street 

Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 

www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Office: (218) 879-1535 
 

Senior Pastor:     Pastor Chris Hill        (ext. 11) 

                         pastorchrishill@oursaviorscloquet.org 

                                                            (320)279-2374 

 

Associate Pastor:             Pastor Karen Linné (ext. 12)

            karen.linne@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Kathryn Keller        (ext. 10) 

email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Children Youth and Family Director:   

       Jennifer Hamilton  (ext. 17)  

               jhamilton@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Accounting:                      Bruce Larson, Bookkeeper 

                                      bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

Sr. Choir / Praise & Worship:     

               Ryan Hanson, Director

                        ryan.hanson77@gmail.com 

 

Church Website:                       oursaviorscloquet.org 

 

New Horizons Christian Preschool  

Director:                             Angel Gamache  (ext. 19)  

                        NHCP.director@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Teacher:                             Thera Wiersma 

NHCP@oursaviorscloquet.org 

Church office hours: 

Sat-Mon: CLOSED 

Tuesday:  8am-3:30pm 

Wednesday: 8am-3:30pm 

Thursday: 8am-3:30pm 

Friday:  8am-3:30pm 

 

 

Sunday Worship Available... 

On YouTube: Sundays at 8:00am 

On the radio: Sunday at 10:30am on WKLK 1230 AM 

On TV: on CAT 7 Sundays and Wednesdays at 3:30pm, 

Mondays at 9:00am, and Tuesdays at 2:00pm 

In Person: 9:30 am Sundays 

http://wordplay.hubpages.com/hub/patriotic-american-flags-clip-art
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
615 12th Street 
Cloquet, MN 55720  

Phone: 218-879-1535 
www.oursaviorscloquet.org 

Thank you all for the prayers, cards, & well wishes after 

my back surgery, they meant so much to me. 

 

God’s Blessings, 

Florence Nelson 


