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Pastor Luke

May brings many things. Spring is in the air. New hope fills us as the plants begin to green and flowers
begin to bloom. Our tomatoes and peppers are growing in little cups in our dining room, hinting at
delicious August and September fruit. No more bland supermarket tomatoes! Talk about being full of
hope. But spring also brings its own set of dangers. Tornadoes and wildfire are always lurking in May.
Wind and fire. Hmmm.

This reminds me that this year, May brings us through Easter and into Pentecost. The rekindled hope of
the disciples upon Jesus’ resurrection gives us all a joyous refrain coming out of the cold and darkness
of winter. Still, he will not stay. He will ascend into heaven. But we are not left orphaned and alone.
Jesus gives us an advocate, a helper and intercessor who goes with us as we continue to follow Jesus.
This is the Holy Spirit and the Spirit comes to us like wind and fire.

How strange that these “dangerous” springtime symbols are also the symbols of Pentecost. 
I suppose there is a certain amount of danger            that comes with living out a Holy Spirit-led life. 
Frederick Nieder wrote of this in Homilies for                     the Christian People. He wrote: 
The Christian story of Pentecost is a story of                      wind and fire, our images for talking about
God as spirit. Fire we can usually contain and                     put into our service, but fire can be an
overzealous or unwelcome servant which                              consumes much more than we wish. 
No wonder that one of the oldest names for                         God in the Hebrew Scriptures translates to
English as Consuming Fire. This Consuming                         Fire of the Spirit of God blew rushing and
mightily upon the disciples and drove them                         out of Jerusalem, scattering them like seeds
all over the earth, filling them with words                            which changed many lives but which
eventually, if we can believe all the legends,                         got almost every last one of them killed. 
We often pray in words like those of                                    J.S. Bach’s Pentecost cantata, 
“O eternal fire, kindle, ignite our hearts.                               Let the heavenly flames flare up and
penetrate them, for we wish to be thy temple.”                      Do we who dwell in tents dare pray for
wind and fire? . . . The Spirit will hold us,                            and with sighs too deep for words she will
breathe us back to life. The Spirit is ready,                     too, one day, when the tents which we are
become burnt and ashes, to hold us in peace                 forever. Come, O eternal fire!”

I like this a lot. We Christians often hold two things in tension, and this is no different. 
So, Our Savior’s and the greater Cloquet community, enjoy the springtime promise 
of May while also knowing wind and fire are always present. 

May the Holy Spirit ignite your heart and blow you in new directions.
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OUR SAVIOR’S
HANDYMAN GROUP

Need some help with some small projects around the house? 
Let the new ministry here at OSLC help with things like:

electrical (replace fuses, change
wall outlets or light switch)
yard work
replace batteries in clocks, smoke
detectors or CO monitors

A designated fund has been established to support this ministry. To support it, send a
check or cash to Our Savior’s with the designation “Our Savior’s Handyman Group” in the
memo line for a check or with a note for cash. Also consider this as a place to designate
memorial funds.

minor painting
light bulb replacement
air filters change
small plumbing jobs
simple carpentry

 If you have a work request, call or text Duane Buytaert at 218-576-9467.

May 1
Sherri Blesener

May 3
Luca Menze
Maya Menze
Cindy Raun

May 5
Edith Gerth
Noah Knutson
Carol Maki

May 6
Sunlynn Belden
Kellan Kubat

May 17
David Cadotte
Katelyn Cadotte
Braxton Eggert
Heather Gerth

May 18
John Hedquist
Travis Nelson

May 19
Rudie Senich

May 10
Alex Peil
Tyler Peil
Kelsey Rye

May 11
Shannon Matzdorf

May 12
Tyler Koskela

May 13
Steven Birkemeyer

May 14
Karen Dormanen
Shannon Krikava
Aubrey Pavlatos
Deke Vereecken

May 25
Linda Bush
Morgan Smith
Karson Young

May 26
Amy Campbell
Davin Mootz
Ray Wiles

May 8
Dave Martin

May 9
Joe Robinson

May 15
Harper Elias
Finley Gladen
Gretchen Roe

May 16
Joe Randall

May 20
Brian Kazmierczak
Douglas Winger

May 21
Millie Frederick
Ashlee Lennartson

May 22
Brady Badciong
Lia Menze

May 23
Karen Gerth
Connie Reinke

May 28
Kristina Krohn

May 29
Trevor Hero
Harper Hlava
Denny Painter

May 31
Eric Elwood

Happy Birthday
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MAY 2026

2,865 Sq Ft R-2 Zoned
GREAT SPACE AVAILABLE!

Now seeking interested person(s) to rent the former
preschool space AND/OR the Classrooms located 
in the Horizon Hall. 

Area available may be rented 
in full or as 2 separate units.

Want more info? Contact: Church Office
Jill Elwood Kathy Rye Shannon Matzdorf

Sue Stahl
Sarah Klyve

OSLC is planning already for September 20, 2026

and our participation in God’s Work, Our Hands

projects and we’d like to start collecting donations

now and through the summer to help our neighbors. 

If you are able to help us out, for the month of May

we will be collecting:

These items can be brought to the church office. 

Tooth brushes - single or multi-packs

Tooth paste - medium or large

God’s work. Our hands.

Wash cloths and hand towels (light weight, dark color) 

Thank you!

Radio Broadcasts for May 2026

05/03
Richard and Cindy Raun in honor of
our 49  Wedding Anniversary!th

05/10
Hecht Family in Celebration of
Spring!

05/17 GOLDEN SPONSOR OPPORTUNITY!

05/24
Judy and Ray Wiles 50
Anniversary!

th

05/31 GOLDEN SPONSOR OPPORTUNITY!

O
SLC LIVE 

mailto:email@oursaviorscloquet.org
mailto:elwoods0725@gmail.com
mailto:kmrye@myctl.net
mailto:kseematz@msn.com
mailto:rslstahl@aol.com
mailto:sarahklyve23@gmail.com
mailto:sarahklyve23@gmail.com
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Mary Krohn for Ministry in Medical Mission 

Thanks again for your continued support for
the Haiti mission. Your prayers and financial
support are greatly appreciated!

        Sante’2000 is continuing its service to the
community around Limbe’. Our team had a phone
meeting with Dr. Manno and Peter Marc on Sunday
April 12, 2026. They shared what are their greatest
current needs. The team is working to secure the
needed items and will be sending them another
shipment soon. We also have made a connection
with an Agape mission in Florida that will help get
larger items that are needed to the clinic. We were
able to ship two wheel chairs through this new
connection and that seems to have worked very
well. The wheel chair recipients are delighted!

We also continue receiving great support from local
hospitals. We obtain some outdated items from the
local hospitals that can no longer be used within
the USA. However, things that are not more than 
1 year past their expiration date can be used by 
Dr. Manno’s clinic. We recently received several
boxes of expired wound care supplies from Cloquet
Memorial Hospital through this process. This saves
these materials from ending up in landfill and
greatly assists Dr. Manno’s clinic. We have also
received diabetic and wound care materials from
individuals who had ordered supplies and no longer
need them. All of these donations are very
valuable. Thank you!

Want to add your support for Haiti?
Scan here and donate through Vanco: -->

MAY 2026
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Thanks so very much from the Ministry in Medical Mission!

Emmett Michael Wood
April 19, 2026

PLAN TO ATTEND 

Community of Hope 2:16 
May 2026 Dinners

Location Main Course

05/17 Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church

Hamburgers /
Hot Dogs

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church05/24 Pulled Chicken

Sandwiches

Good Hope Church05/31 Brats / Hot Dogs

Date

05/10 Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church

Tacos

05/03 Zion Lutheran
Church Spaghetti
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Monetary gifts collected help BOTH
Second Harvest and 

Cloquet Salvation Army. 

Thank you from Katie Nisula,
Irene Rudnicki, and Jen Behrens

Contributions 
03-23-2026 to 04-26-2026

$464.00

Every $1 donated ensures 
3 meals for families, children, and seniors in need.

Let’s share our blessings.

FO
OD SHELF SUNDAYThe first Sunday of the 

month is designated as Food Shelf Sunday.

MAY 2026
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We’ve all got a mother.
But if you’re lucky and smart

You find other women to hold to your heart, 
to treasure, to love, to emulate and to need.

God sends who you need; so make love the deed
Love to all those who mother!
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Present: Brad Browers (Worship, Arts and Music), Bob DeCaigny (Secretary), Connor Hecht (President), Lisa Hecht (Stewardship),
Linda Holmstrand (Fellowship and WELCA), Pastor Luke Lekander, Shannon Matzdorf (Welcome), Kathy Rye (Past President,
Palanca and Church in Society), Marty Rye (Properties), Deb Templeton (Treasurer)

Unable to attend: Jill Elwood (Youth), Roxanne Frederick (Christian Education), Sarah Klyve (Vice President), NHCP

1. Welcome and Sharing of Highs and Lows: Members shared as they desired.

2. Devotion and Opening Prayer: Connor Hecht – Centered on the spring season.

3. Approval of March 17, 2026 Meeting Minutes: The meeting minutes were approved via email.

4. Treasurer’s Report/ Financials
Deb provided the following information: for March income was $23,055 compared to our budget of $22,058 ($996 above plan)
and expenses were $27,148 compared to our budget of $26,259 ($889 over plan) for a net gain of $108.Year-to-date 2026 is
$3,465 ahead of plan.

5. Pastor’s Report
This past month has been bittersweet. First and foremost, I want to thank Our Savior’s for your ongoing prayer and leadership
while my family and I grieve the death of my father. With your help, we wrapped up another wonderful Lenten season with
meaningful Holy Week and Easter services. Now, in the season of Easter, we had a baptism and I completed my Clinical
Pastoral Education unit. It was enriching and helped me grow in ways that will benefit my ministry here in Cloquet. Among
other things, we explored Trauma-Informed care, Grief  & Loss, Family Systems Theory, Internal Family Systems, Emotions,
Genograms, Self  Confession, and Appropriate Touch. I named and fulfilled three goals during the unit including a personal
goal, an inter-personal goal, and a professional goal. This was truly an enriching and growth-orientated continuing education
opportunity. Thank you. Confirmation has entered the home stretch for this school year. We are discussing the students “Big”
questions, helping those who will confirmed in the fall to come up with their faith actions and statements, and we will wrap up
on May 6  by joining the MSYG in a joint celebration. I completed pre-marital counseling for one couple, presided over one
funeral, went on one visit, and baptized one child.

th

6. Team Leader Reports
Christian Education: Six children participated in First Communion class and baked bread for Maundy Thursday service which
was when they celebrated their First Communion. We will be meeting on May 3  as a team to discuss future plans for Sunday
School, that is the last day of Sunday School for the school year, and we will have an ice cream sundae party. Confirmation
wraps up May 6 . Registrations for VBS are coming in. Please continue to spread the word. VBS “Mega Sports Camp” is June
22  – 25  from 8:30 a.m. -- 12:30 p.m. for ages Pre-K - 4th grade. 

rd

th

nd th

Church Properties: Nothing new to report.

Palanca Deacons: Nothing new to report.

Welcome: Organized our 3  annual Spirited Sunday event. Music was once again provided by Ryan and Crimsen Hanson of
"Crimsen Tied". We had a great turnout. Slightly smaller crowd than last year, but still good. We continue to welcome new
members (five new families the past three months—3 of 5 families are returning members). 

rd

Fellowship: Planned, helped to prepare, and served the Maundy Thursday Dinner Church. For Easter, the team served coffee
and refreshments between services. Volunteers to provide refreshments and/or serve coffee on Sunday mornings are needed. See
the signup in the narthex. We welcome two new members to the team! 

 
 NHCP: No report

Stewardship Team: Plan to meet in May to explore potential activities for the coming year.

Worship, Arts & Music: The conclusion of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter was a success. Special thanks to all the groups that
made these events possible. Just prior to Holy Week, the organ underwent its full annual tuning. Easter saw the implementation
of new wireless microphone adapters for the Praise Team vocalists, thanks to a $1,800 contribution from the Gifts and
Memorials team. Easter was also the final performance of the handbell director who has officially resigned. As the season ends,
the final choir performance before the summer break will be on May 17 . The plan for the Summer is to continue the current
rotation of traditional and contemporary services every other week.

th

Youth Ministry: Middle School Youth group was not held March 25  or April 1  as schools were on spring break. Attendance
has been down due to spring sports, however, new students have been attending. About 15 kids attend per week. On April 8
Pastor Luke spoke to a group of students and adults about death and how grieving is healthy. As follow-up to that lesson a
study of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus was held April 15 . Youth group will conclude May 6  by going to Sky Zone with the
confirmation students.  

th st

th

th th

Congregation Council Minutes 04/21/2026
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7. Team Leader Reports - continued

WELCA: Nothing new to report.

Church in Society: One new member.

7. Old Business
Community of Hope: Dinners are on the second Sunday of the month, next one May 10 .th

Church southwest wing: 
Rental space update 

Preschool Steering Committee: The committee will meet later this week to put together a report concerning both topics, present
information to the CAT and CC next month.

Painting the Narthex paneling: Three people have expressed interest in serving on a committee to research painting the Narthex
paneling and do some touch-up staining of wood surfaces to freshen up the area. An invitation will be extended to the
Congregation for others to join the committee.

8. New Business
Congregation Meeting Agenda April 26  : The agenda was reviewed. th

Pastor Luke CPE course completion – Level IB: Foundations of Spiritual Care was completed 4-16-26 through St. Mary’s
Clinical Pastoral Education in Duluth.Additional information is included in item 5. Pastor’s Report above.

We the People Cloquet Area Indivisible: Some congregation members have expressed concern to church officers regarding this
group meeting at Our Savior’s. The church officers researched our policies, federal law which govern our church’s non-profit
status and our church governing documents to determine if  there were any conflicts, none were found. Areas of concern that
were discovered were brought forward by Connor to the Indivisible group representative (one of their officers) and they assured
him they would be complicit with our requests.

Network Server: It has been cutting out. Brad is looking into options for software and hardware upgrades.

Internet: Our wireless provider, Air Fiber, will no longer be available May 31 . Options are being explored.st

9. Action item review: The list was reviewed and updated as needed.

10. Next Meeting May 19, 2026, 6:30 p.m.: Devotion and opening prayer--Welcome Team

11. Closing Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer

12. Adjournment: Linda made a motion and Shannon seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m., the motion carried
unanimously.

MAY 2026 CC Minutes Continued

7“To Know Christ and to Have Others Know Him”
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Sincerely, 

To: My Church Family
I want to thank everyone for all your
prayers, beautiful cards, visits and
calls these past months after my
surgery. 

It has meant so much to me and my
family.

Sharon Putikka

Everyone is working hard to help the church grow.
THANK YOU!

and the Church Family
Pastor Luke

 of Our Savior’s,

             I’ve had a hard time the last few years, falling;
these falls lead to more problems. God is always with
me, helping me to get up.

Thank ALL of you for the calls, cards and prayers. 
    The Lord always helps you heal. 

I anxiously wait for every copy of the church bulletin.
The paper is so filled with exciting activities going on 
      for all ages.

G
O
D
‘
S

blessings on you all,

Joanne M. Pearson

APRIL 2026
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        If you are graduating
from high school or college
this spring, we want to hear
from you! 

Please contact the church
office at 218-879-1535 or
email@oursaviorscloquet.org 

          Are you    
    graduating 

in 2026?
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Communion Servers (Palanca Deacons):
05/03 9:30 Cindy Haglin, Dean Haglin, Ron Stahl

05/10 9:30 Shannon Krikava, Rich Krikava, Jim Boyd

05/17 9:30 Denise Mykkanen, Linda Holmstrand, Roy Ober

05/24 9:30 Kathy Rye, Marty Rye, Rob Macaulay

05/31 9:30
Deb Templeton, Dave Templeton, 
Shannon Matzdorf

Readers
05/03 9:30 Ron Stahl

05/10 9:30 Jen Gangelhoff

05/17 9:30 Jeannine Nordin

05/24 9:30 Cindy Stein

05/31 9:30 Chris Wagner

Altar Guild
05/03 9:30 Sherri Waller

05/10 9:30 Linda Boyd

05/17 9:30 Linda Boyd

05/24 9:30 Rob Macaulay

05/31 9:30 Sherri Waller

Ushers
05/03 9:30 Hagen Family

05/10 9:30 Randall Family

05/17 9:30 Matzdorf Family

05/24 9:30 Jim and Linda Boyd, Sherri Waller

05/31 9:30 Jim and Linda Boyd, Sherri Waller

Video Booth Operator / Video Editor
05/03 9:30 Bruce Larson / Kelsey Rye

05/10 9:30 Bruce Larson / Brad Browers

05/17 9:30 NEED OPERATOR / NEED EDITOR

05/24 9:30 NEED OPERATOR / NEED EDITOR

05/31 9:30 Bruce Larson / NEED EDITOR

Sound Board Operators
05/03 9:30 Terry and Sue Nanti

05/10 9:30 Jan Larson

05/17 9:30 Terry and Sue Nanti

05/24 9:30 HEAR NEED VOLUNTEER!

05/31 9:30 Randy and Amy Stahl

MAY 2026 May Volunteers

9“To Know Christ and to Have Others Know Him”
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For more information contact Jan Larson or Mary Krohn.

at Our Savior’s in the Fireside room to discuss various   

  books of interest for both men and women. 

Meets the third Thursday of each month at 7pm

The May book is "The 100-year-old Man Who Climbed 

  Out of the Window and Disappeared" by Jonas Jonasson.

The June book is “Growing an Inch” by 

Stanley Gordon West.

"Tusen takk" 
(1000 thanks in Norwegian)

to Pastor Luke, the Office Staff, 
 Altar Guild, Musicians, 
Sound board, Ushers, 

          Snow shovelers,  Fellowship Team 
    and all who made our Holy Week 
            events and Easter so special, 
          even during the snow storms!
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March 26
Budget

March 26
Actual

YTD 2026
Budget

YTD 2026
Actual

Income 22,058 23,055 63,550 66,710

Expenses 26,259 27,148 69,224 68,919

2026 Net
Income

(4,200) (4,093) (5,674) (2,209)

2025 Net
Income

(4,235) (2,359) (8,919) (3,633)

Date Attendance Offering
Offering
Needed

March 29 121 3,145 4,315

April 5
425

(EASTER) 11,353 9,143

April 12 107 4,293 5,143

April 19 143 4,347 5,143

April 26 122 2,545 5,143

Totals 918 25,683 28,887

MAY 2026Church Records
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Gifts & Memorials:
Ray and Judy Wiles in memory of Yvonne Peterson, 

       Peggy DeCaigny’s sister, to the Quilting Fund
In Memory of Jeanette Ferguson on her birthday on April
9, 1925 from the Charles Ferguson Family to the General
Fund
Jan Salo-Korby and Steve Korby in honor of our parents -
Charlie and Esther Korby and Leonard and Evelyn Salo to
the Haiti Medical Mission and Music Ministries
The Hecht Family in memory of Pastor Luke’s dad-Jimmy
Lekander to the Gift and Memorial Fund
Judy Wiles in memory of Donna Gillmor to the Gift and
Memorial Fund
Pastor Dennis Morreim in memory of Donna Gillmor to the
Haiti Medical Mission
Elizabeth and Richard Brenner in memory of 

       Jimmy Lekander to the music ministry
Nancy and Phil Maunu in memory of Jimmy Lekander to
the music ministry
Ray and Judy Wiles in memory of Jimmy Lekander-Pastor
Luke’s father to the youth fund
Sharon and Duane Putikka in memory of Donna Gillmor to
the Gift and Memorial Fund
Janice Beberg in memory of Jimmy Lekander to the Gift
and Memorial Fund
Jane Oswold in memory of Gary Carlson to the Roof Fund

Easter Lilies
Sherri Waller in memory of Don Waller
Sherri Waller in memory of Irvin and Dorothy Waller and
Wallace and Elaine Guindon
Art and Janet's kids in memory of Art and Janet Martin
Gretchen Roe and Family  in memory of Riley Roe
Kris and Mike Abrahamson in memory of Riley Roe
Kris and Mike Abrahamson in memory of Janice Johansen
and James Stennes
Bonnie Christopherson and Chuck Vadnais in memory of
loved ones
The Elwoods in honor of those no longer here to celebrate
Easter

May 25, 2026 Mem
ori
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Use this QR code for 
secure recurring giving  
or even for special donations.
Or download the Vanco
Mobile App  to make it simple!

avior’sustainers
ur

Your generosity helps make
EVERYTHING possible at OSLC!

Become a sustainer the easy way by
signing up to use Vanco today.



Pastor: Pastor Luke Lekander (ext. 11)
pastorluke@oursaviorscloquet.org

Visitation: visitation@oursaviorscloquet.org
(218) 879-1535

Administrative Assistant: Kristen Adams (ext. 10)
email@oursaviorscloquet.org

Accounting: Bruce Larson, Bookkeeper
bruce@oursaviorscloquet.org

Sr Choir/Praise & Worship: Ryan Hanson, Director
ryan.hanson77@gmail.com

Church Website: oursaviorscloquet.org

Church Office Hours:
Sat-Sun: CLOSED

Mon-Thurs: 8:00 am - 2:30 pm
Friday: 8 am - Noon

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers the members of
our congregation that are former or current military. Please
contact the Church office for any other members we may
have missed or if any of these names should be removed.

Erika Blesner
River Krikava

Tim Schlenvogt
Tim Larson

615 12th Street
Cloquet, MN 55720-2321 
oursaviorscloquet.org
Office: (218) 879-1535
email@oursaviorscloquet.org

https://www.facebook.com/oursaviorscloquet

Please remember the following friends below
not always able to join us on Sundays:

Mabel Clemens
Robert Fountain
Ray Manisto
Joan Essen
Carolyn Watson

Sharon Harney
Lyle and Candy Hultgren
Carol Maki
Karen Splett
Donna Redding

By 3:00 pm Sundays 

Radio
WKLK AM 1230 

@ 11:00am Sundays

CAT-7 Broadcast
2:00pm - Tuesday 

3:30pm - Wednesdays
3:30pm - The Following Sunday

9:00am - Monday

15th

The

Messen
ger

Deadline for submitting 
articles is the 15  th

of the month.
Articles submitted after the 15
will be published in the next issue. 

th

If possible, e-mail your article to:
 email@oursaviorscloquet.org.
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Join us for         Worship!

In Person and on 
Sundays at 9:30am

June 2026

deadline: 

May 15 

Jeanne Brenna



Get an e-copy of The Messenger too!
See all the colors; zoom in for easy reading.

Let the office you’d like to be added to the email list. You can even get the  PRINT and the E-Version!
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Upcoming Events!

Take a moment,  
    recognize 
      and  
         remember. 

Today and always,
remember them 
by their names. 

Me
mo

rial
 Day

May 25, 2026

    Are you    
              graduating in 
           2026? 

Read more inside!

SEE INSIDE!SEE INSIDE!SEE INSIDE!
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	Join us for         Worship!
	June 2026 deadline:  May 15

	In Person and on
	Sundays at 9:30am
	By 3:00 pm Sundays

	Radio
	WKLK AM 1230  @ 11:00am Sundays

	CAT-7 Broadcast
	2:00pm - Tuesday  3:30pm - Wednesdays 3:30pm - The Following Sunday 9:00am - Monday
	Please remember the following friends below not always able to join us on Sundays:
	Mabel Clemens Robert Fountain Ray Manisto Joan Essen Carolyn Watson
	Sharon Harney Lyle and Candy Hultgren Carol Maki Karen Splett Donna Redding
	Jeanne Brenna
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	Upcoming Events!
	Are you                   graduating in             2026?
	Read more inside!
	Memorial Day
	Take a moment,       recognize        and            remember.
	Today and always, remember them  by their names.
	May 25, 2026
	SEE INSIDE!



