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BE THE EXAMPLE:  DON’T LET ANYONE LOOK DOWN ON YOU BECAUSE YOU ARE YOUNG, BUT SET AN EXAMPLE 
FOR THE BELIEVERS IN SPEECH, IN CONDUCT, IN LOVE, IN FAITH AND IN PURITY.  1 TIMOTHY 4:12 (ESV)
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St. John’s Alumni In Action
Amy Neben, ‘94
St. John’s Alumna Fulfilling The Great 
Commission at Local Lutheran School 

Amy Neben is truly living out the SHARE element of St. John’s 
discipleship pathway. She is a lifelong member of our church, 
attended SJLS from kindergarten through 8th grade, and served as 
a teacher in our elementary school for 12 years. In September of 
2016, Amy began as a project consultant for St. Paul’s Lutheran in 
Garden Grove. St. Paul’s previously had a K-8 school, but has been 
in the process of restructuring. While the preschool has remained 
open, the rest of the campus is being revamped and is now known 
as St. Paul’s Lutheran International Language School.  

Amy’s ministry at St. Paul’s has included doing a little bit of 
everything behind the scenes to help prepare classrooms for 
students, including clearing out classrooms of past curriculum and 
other teaching resources. Her biggest project is transitioning the 
school library from a card catalog system to an online database. She 
has been consolidating books from all the classrooms, sorting and 
identifying which ones to keep and which ones to donate. Once 
that process is done, she will then begin the online cataloging 
procedure for each book. Amy was fortunate enough to gather 
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Gala & Auction News
21st Century Classroom 
2016 Gala & Auction Raises Funds 
for STEM Education at St. John’s

Here at St. John’s, we believe that a 21st Century Classroom is an 
integral part of supporting our students. Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) program upgrades continue to be a 
priority at our school. We focus on these areas because these fields 
are deeply intertwined in our world today. 

Our 2016 Gala & Auction helped raise funds to support these 
incredible programs. We are thrilled to update you on the status 
of St. John’s ever-expanding STEM capabilities. Here are some 
highlights from our teachers.

Mrs. Guebert is excited to 
enhance her student’s music 
instruction by utilizing iPads 
in the music classroom. 
These iPads will allow more 
specialized instruction in 
the areas of note names, 
instrument fingerings,  music 
(continued on page 3)



From Excellent to Exceptional
Annual Campaign
Helping Change the Lives of our Students

Thank you to our 2016 Excellent to Exceptional supporters! The 
funds raised resulted in over $50,000 donated by our school families, 
alumni, church members, and community supporters. Pledges 
were designated to either the School Endowment Fund, Athletics 
Program, Academic Development, or Current Year Enhancements. 

Money raised will help equip our classrooms as active learning 
environments infused with technology. This includes the purchase 
of document cameras, virtual reality glasses, and Smartboard 
upgrades in the lower grades and middle school, and listening 
stations for Lamb’s Lot Preschool. Plus, we will be increasing our 
active learning environments with modular seating and soft 
spaces for learning. Current Year Needs will specifically benefit 
school website upgrades, furniture upgrades in various classrooms, 
communication tools, and security enhancements. The school 
Endowment Fund will be able to provide tuition assistance for 
approximately 30 students for the 2017-18 school year.

Did you know that you can set up a monthly donation on the NEW 
St. John’s app or at www.stjohnsorange.org/e2e for as little as 
$25 a month? Any and every amount of giving contributes to our 
ability to provide for the students of our school.
 
It is our sincere desire to make a quality Christian education 
accessible to those families who support our values, and who 
seek partnership with our school.  For more information about 
the From Excellent To Exceptional Annual Campaign, the 
Endowment Fund, or general planned giving, please contact 
JulieAnn Roberts, Director of Advancement at 714-288-4465, 
or email us at advancement@stjohnsorange.org.

St. John’s Legacy Circle
You belong to more clubs than you realize. 
Chances are your wallet contains at least one 
hotel, airline, auto or restaurant loyalty club 
card. Maybe you are a member of a country 
club or other social group. There is one club 
with significant rewards you may already be qualified to join. 
If you have made a planned gift of any type or size to St. John’s 
Lutheran Church and School, then you are automatically eligible 
for membership in St. John’s Legacy Circle.

Legacy Circle was created to honor the generosity of people like 
you. We want to make sure you know how much we appreciate 
you and your gift. Through membership in Legacy Circle, we foster 
personal relationships and ensure that your gift is used in the 
way you intend. Even if you join anonymously, you are setting an 
example for others to follow. If you have made or are interested in 
making a planned gift to St. John’s, please call or email us today.

You will be enriched in every way 
for your great generosity. 

2 Corinthians 9:11

St. John’s Alumni In Action
(continued from page 1) 

some library and cataloging knowledge at St. John’s, since her 
former classroom was across the hall from the library. As this 
project concludes and the student population increases, her 
position will expand into the title of International Language School 
(ILS) Resource Teacher.  

At the Lutheran Educators Conference this last November, Amy 
was blessed to be in the exhibitor hall to share the story and 
vision of St. Paul’s.  St. Paul’s Lutheran ILS is an educational ministry 
devoted to the spiritual growth and academic development of 
students through cultural activities in California. The vision of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran ILS is to model academic excellence, bridge 
English language development, mold future leaders, and connect 
students to the Lutheran system of education. Once students have 
passed the program, they will be assisted in transferring to other 
Lutheran K-8, high schools, and colleges. As this ministry continues 
to grow, St. Paul’s will be reaching out to the local community with 
camps and events held during traditional school year breaks.

The Great Commission from Matthew 28:19-20 tells us, “Go and 
make disciples of all nations… teaching them to obey all I have 
commanded.” Matthew 28:20 happens to be the Confirmation 
verse that Pastor Tim gave Amy in 1998. She is ready to serve all 
nations and teach them as St. Paul’s transitions into this uniquely 
creative type of school. Please join us in praying for this new 
ministry at St. Paul’s in Garden Grove.  

To learn more, please visit: www.stpaulsgg.org



You do not have to look far around St. 
John’s to see the impact that Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math 
curriculum enhancements have made 
to student learning. Throughout the 
elementary and middle school grades, 
Auxiliary and Advancement have 
made it possible for the school to add 
features to our curriculum that focus 
on important STEM areas.

In the lower grades, teachers are 
using iPads to create projects with 
engaging content and document their 
students’ progress. It is wonderful to 
see students imagining and producing 
results that are only possible with the 
assistance of technology. 

In the middle grades, students are 
building robots and creating animated 
movies, mastering concepts along the 
way. Middle school science has been 
creating stop-motion, white-board 
animation, and Google Slide movies 
to accompany a variety of curriculum 
topics. They have also created a virtual 
world representing a cell, and then 
walking through that world with 
virtual reality glasses. Walking around 
the classrooms is sometimes difficult 
because students are so engaged and 
excited about their learning. What a 
wonderful problem to have!

St. John’s has been tremendously 
blessed with these gifts and the many 
people who have supported our 
volunteer organizations. Thank you for 
your prayers and gifts!
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notation symbols, and more. The Sibelius 
notation software allows Mrs. Guebert to 
write out, arrange, and create individual 
sheet music for all instruments.

Our Kindergarten Team has 36 iPads with 
Science, Engineering, and Math apps loaded 
for student use. These iPads will also be used 
to document children’s projects through 
videos, pictures and typed responses. 

St. John’s 2nd Grade Team has STEM supplies 
that can be used as units of instruction for the 
whole class or small group center activities. 
This enhances the traditional science 
curriculum, plus provides more hands-on 
activities and opportunities to practice and 
develop students’ problem-solving skills.

For our 4th Grade Team, the value of Maglev 
Transportation Kits is found in its ability to 
provide students with an exciting hands-
on, kinesthetic approach to learning about 
magnetism and electricity. Instruction 
and learning will be enhanced through 
students’ ability to innovate and create a 
personalized design.

The 5th Grade Team has a Diversity 
of Organisms & Ecosystems Kit. These 
materials allow students to develop a 
deeper understanding of what ecosystems 
are, and what an organism’s role is within 
an ecosystem through games and hands-
on activities. Gala funds were also used to 
purchase KNEX Education Building Simple 
Machines, a Space Lander STEM Learning Lab 
and Don’t Lose Your Marbles STEM Learning 
Lab kits which give students the opportunity 
to use their problem-solving skills through 
the engineering process. 
 

Our Middle School Team was so excited to 
receive Vex Robot Kits to use for a newly-
created robotics elective. These kits will 
support STEM principles as the students gain 
first-hand experience with the Engineering 
Design Process, work collaboratively to build 
and program a robot, problem-solve, and 
compete against other robots in the class.

With the extreme growth in technology and 
the fast pace at which it changes, employing 
a full-time technology teacher, - along with 
top-notch physical, music, and art education 
programs - round out the SJLS experience, 
broadening our focus from STEM to STEAM. 
Providing field trips that align with our 
curriculum and up-to-date training for 
Faculty and Staff is also vital for our students.

Thank you for your unending support, your 
time, and your prayers as we continue to 
strive for the best at St. John’s Lutheran 
School. May God bless you richly as you 
continue His good works here, in our 
community, and out into the world.

Gala & Auction News  21st Century Classroom 
Fund A Need: STEM Education at St. John’s

Inside St. John’s
Dr. Jake Hollatz, Principal
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Contact Us
St. John’s  Lutheran Church & School
Advancement Office
154 S. Shaffer Street, Orange, CA 92866
714.288.4465  |  Advancement@stjohnsorange.org

www.stjohnsorange.org
www.sjls.org
 
 /sjlsorange
 /SJLSgala
  /SJLSOrangeAlumni

Upcoming Dates  Mark Your Calendars
For more detailed information, please visit www.stjohnsorange.org

Connect
Worship Services
St. John’s Sanctuary
Saturday: 6:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am
Walker Hall Worship Center
Sunday: 9:30am and 5:00pm
Sunday School
Sunday: 9:30am
Childcare is available for all services in the nursery.

Grow
Meet St. John’s
February 12  |  11:00am
Focusing on our discipleship pathway of CONNECT - GROW 
- SHARE, Meet St. John’s offers a better understanding of 
what it means to be part of the community at St. John’s. 
You will have an opportunity to meet our senior pastor 
and sign up for a 7 week experience that will help you 
grow in your faith and leads towards membership.
Childcare is available in the nursery with registration.

Share
4th Saturday Outreach
4th Saturday of Each Month
In partnership with Second Harvest and Cool Water 
Ministry, St. John’s distributes eight tons of food to more 
than 100 families the 4th Saturday of every month. If you 
would like to serve alongside our team of volunteers, 
please contact Shannon Beshara. Volunteers are needed 
from 11:30am to 3:00pm.
Shannon Beshara  |  sbeshara@stjohnsorange.org.

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School
Advancement Office

January 25
Baptism Chapel
8:30am  |  Sanctuary 

January 28
Compton Initiative Work Day
6:00am  |  Compton Courthouse

February 12
Mother-Son Bowling
11:00am  |  Concourse  Bowling Center

February 13
Dad’s Breakfast with the Principal
6:30am  |  Walker Hall Dining Room 

March 10
Father-Daughter Dance
6:00-8:00pm  |  Walker Hall

April 6
Expression Explosion
5:00pm  |  All Classrooms

April 7
VIP Day (Noon Dismissal)
All Classrooms  |  Special Chapel

April 26
Support Staff Appreciation Day
Bring flowers to the Courtyard

May 6
Compton Initiative Work Day
6:00am  |  Compton Courthouse 

May 6
25th Annual Gala & Auction
5:30pm  |  Grove of Anaheim

May 15-19
Teacher Appreciation Week
Watch for information in Slices

May 26
Auxiliary Farewell Luncheon
12:00pm  |  Walker Hall Dining Room

Support  St. John’s
Our Lord tells us that he loves a cheerful giver. Thank 
you for taking the time to cheerfully give a gift to St. 
John’s Lutheran Church. Our offerings are very clearly 
accounted for and our desire is to use your gift to 
lead people to Jesus Christ. To make giving easier and 
more convenient, we are changing the way you can 
give online. Pushpay allows for simple giving from a 
variety of platforms, including mobile giving. 

If you have questions about the best way for you 
to benefit through a planned gift, please call our 
Advancement Office. A member of our Planned Giving 
Team will be very pleased to help you. Your generosity 
and financial partnership is immensely appreciated. 

For more information, please visit:

www.stjohnsorange.org/giving

St. John’s  Lutheran Church & School
Advancement Office
154 S. Shaffer Street
Orange, CA 92866


