
God sent a message to Obadiah (oh buh DIGH uh) the prophet in a vision. God had news about a

country called Edom (EE duhm). The people who lived in Edom were like brothers to the people

in Judah. Both groups were descendants of Isaac’s twin sons, Jacob and Esau. The people in

Edom came from the family of Esau; God’s people came from the family of Jacob. The people of

Edom didn’t love God. They worshiped false gods. They lived in the mountains and trusted the

mountains and their own strength to protect them. The people thought they were better than

everyone else.

The Edomites didn’t get along with God’s people in Judah. When the Babylonians took over the

city of Jerusalem, the people in Edom just sat back and watched. They didn’t try to protect

Judah. The people of Edom even went into Jerusalem and took things that didn’t belong to

them. God said He was going to punish Edom.

“Listen up!” God said. “Out of all the nations, you will be the least important. No one will like

you. You were proud, and I will punish you. You thought you were safe, but I will bring you

down.” Obadiah’s message for the people of Edom was bad news. God was going to allow

Edom’s enemies to take away everything they had. Even the people who were their friends

would steal from them. Many people would be killed. God said to Edom, “You were cruel to the

people in Judah, so you will be punished. When Judah needed your help, you stood back and did

nothing. You laughed and were happy that they were attacked. Every bad thing you did to

others will be done to you.” “The Day of the Lord is near,” Obadiah warned. “Every evil thing you

did to others will be done to you.” God said that the bad things that were happening to His

people in Judah were only for a little while. God would deliver His people. “But when I punish

you, Edom,” God said, “everything will be destroyed.” Obadiah’s message from God had good

news for God’s people. “My people will have the land that belongs to Edom,” God said. God’s

people would return to their homes and God would take care of His people, but Edom’s

punishment was forever.

Obadiah the Prophet

Unit 17: Session 1-May 10, 2020

Text: The book of Obadiah
Big Idea: God promised to restore Israel and
rule the earth as King.
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 What is the name of the country that God sent a vision about to Obadiah? (Obadiah 1:1) How was

Edom related to the people in Judah? (Obadiah 1:10)

 Did the Edomites love God or God’s people? What did the Edomites do when God’s people were

captured by the Babylonians? (Obadiah 1:10-11)

 Why was God punishing Edom? (Obadiah 1:11-14)

 How did God say he was going to punish Edom? (Obadiah 1:15-18)

 What did this news mean for God’s people? What was going to happen to God’s people? (Obadiah

1-19-21)
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Memory Work

Christ Connect

What consequences did Edom face for their mistreatment of Israel?  In what ways did

they mistreat Israel? Read 1 Corinthians 3:19-20. 

A lot of the problems from today's story happened because the families of two

brothers didn't get along. What could you do this week to get along with your

brothers, sister or friends? Check out Matthew 5:44.

Do you think God can fix this broken world? Explore Revelation 21:5.
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Ponder Next Level Q's

Explore Bible Questions

Like God's people were mistreated by the people of Edom,
Jesus was mistreated by His own people. God will punish sin.
Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment we deserve
for our sins. We can trust Jesus to make wrong things
right!

For I know the plans I have for you--this is the LORD's
declaration--plans for your well-being, not for disaster,
to give you a future and a hope.

-Jeremiah 29:11

Discover Christ Connect



The conflict between Edom and Israel originates in the story of Jacob and

Esau. The twins struggled in the womb, and their mother Rebekah asked

God why. God explained that from her womb would come two nations,

and the older would serve the younger. (Gen. 25:23)

The nation of Israel descended from Jacob (the younger), and the nation

of Edom descended from Esau (the older). God promised to Jacob the

same promises He made to Abraham (Gen. 28:15), but Esau was a godless

man who despised God’s promises. (Heb. 12:16)

For centuries, the two families were at odds. When Moses led the

Israelites out of Egypt, the king of Edom refused to let the Israelites pass

through his country to get to the promised land. (Num. 20:14-21) Edom

fought against Israel on several occasions. (See 2 Chron. 20:2; 28:17;

2 Kings 8:20-22.)

The Book of Obadiah is God’s message about Edom in response to their

sin—specifically their gloating over the Babylonian invasion of Jerusalem.

When the Babylonians invaded Jerusalem, the people of Edom didn’t help.

Like an envious brother, Edom was glad to see Judah overcome. In fact,

Edom was a guilty participant in the action against Judah. (Obad. 11)

The prophet Obadiah detailed the charges against Edom, announced

their guilt, and handed down the sentence from the Lord: Edom would

be totally destroyed. No remnant of Esau’s family would remain. On the

other hand, Obadiah said God’s people would be restored.

God said the people of Edom would get what they deserved. “As you

have done, it will be done to you; what you deserve will return on your

own head” (Obad. 15). God’s rule is just. The fate of the Edomites might

as well be ours. But here’s the reality: As you have done, it was done to

Christ; what you deserve was returned on His head. Jesus is King, and one

day He will deliver His people from their enemies once and for all.

Family Devo

Big Picture Question
How is Jesus the perfect prophet? Jesus perfectly reveals
God the Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke!
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