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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
LENT, MARCH 7, 2021 

“YES,” BUT ALSO “NO”  1

 

It’s possible to be right and wrong about something at the same 
time. To have the right answer, but the wrong understanding of 
that answer. For thousands of years, human beings believed that 
the sun always rose in the east and set in the west. They were 
right. But they also believed it was because that sun was traveling 
across the sky as it circled earth. They were wrong. 
 About two and half years into Jesus’ ministry, he decided to 
quiz his disciples on his identity. There was a lot of buzz 
surrounding Jesus at this time, but there was also a lot of 
confusion. Who exactly was this man and what was he about? Why 
had he come? Jesus wanted to be sure that his disciples were clear 
on the answers to those questions, and so according to Mark: 
  
 Jesus went out with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi. And on the road he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that I am?” 
 They answered him, “John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still 
others, one of the prophets.” 

 Written by Drew Moss. Campus Minister at the Table1
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 “But you,” he asked them, “who do you say that I am?” 
 Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he strictly 
warned them to tell no one about him.  (Mark 8:27-30) 

 The crowds may be confused about Jesus’ identity, but Peter 
is not. With confidence he answers Jesus, “You are the Messiah! 
You are the Son of God! You are the one we’ve all been waiting 
for!” And Peter’s right. So then why does Jesus “strictly warn” them 
not to share this with anyone? Because Peter’s also wrong. Mark 
continues: 
  
 Then he [Jesus] began to teach them that it was necessary for 
the Son of Man to suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and rise after three days. He spoke 
openly about this. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But 
turning around and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! You are not thinking about God’s 
concerns but human concerns.” (Mark 8:31-33) 

 See, Peter and the disciples have the right answer, but the 
wrong understanding of that answer. They know Jesus is the 
Messiah, but like the crowds, they assume that the Messiah’s 
trajectory will only ever trend up, that he’ll conquer with military 
might and political savvy. They’re right and they’re wrong. Yes, 
Jesus will ascend to power, but he will do so by first lowering 
himself (Phil 2:5-11). And he will conquer his enemies, but he will 
do that at great cost to himself. He will conquer through his death 
(Col 2:14-15). And according to Jesus, this cost is such an integral 
part of his messiahship, that one can’t follow him without 
embracing it for themselves. 
 Calling the crowd along with his disciples, he said to them, 
“If anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up 
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his cross, and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life because of me and the gospel will 
save it. For what does it benefit someone to gain the whole world 
and yet lose his life? What can anyone give in exchange for his 
life? For whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed of him when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” 
 Peter and the disciples are not the only ones who’ve ever 
gotten Jesus right and wrong at the same time. People have always 
been drawn to a Messiah that doesn’t have to suffer, and to a 
discipleship that doesn’t have to cost anything. But those two 
things don’t exist. A Messiah that never suffers can’t save me from 
my sin (Heb 2:14). And discipleship that costs me nothing can’t 
give me the full life that Jesus offers. (Phil 3:8-11). Lent is a great 
way to remember this. By temporarily denying ourselves simple 
pleasures (like food, social media, TV, etc), we practice being the 
kinds of people who can lay aside our desires and rights for the 
sake of following Jesus. But more importantly, in these practices 
we remind ourselves of the Messiah who laid aside all his rights, so 
that we might live. 
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MARCH 8, 2021 

BENEATH THY CROSS  2

 

Am I a stone, and not a sheep,  
 That I can stand, 0 Christ, beneath Thy cross,  
To number drop by drop Thy Blood's slow loss,  
 And yet not weep?  

Not so those women loved  
 Who with exceeding grief lamented Thee;  
Not so fallen Peter weeping bitterly;  
 Not so the thief was moved;  

Not so the Sun and Moon  
 Which hid their faces in a starless sky,  
A horror of great darkness at broad noon— 
 I, only I.  
Yet give not o'er,  
 But seek Thy sheep, true Shepherd of the flock; 
Greater than Moses, turn and look once more  
 And smite a rock.  

 

 Rossetti, Christiana. “Beneath Thy Cross.” Bread & Wine: Readings for Lent and 2

Easter, 139.
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MARCH 9, 2021 

A FATHER’S GRIEF  3

 

Let us say again: Into God as God, no pain, grief, or dislike can 
come. Yet God is grieved on account of our sin.  
 Since grief cannot be in God outside the creature, it occurs 
when God is in man or in a divine man.  
 Sin is such a pain to God, it saddens him so much, that he 
would himself be tortured and bodily die so that he might thereby 
wipe out a person's sin.  
 If we asked God if he would live so that sin should remain, 
or die in order to destroy sin, he would choose death.  
 For God feels more pain over our sin and it gives him more 
grief than his own torture and death. 
 Now if one person's sin causes God pain, how much more, 
then, the sins of all people? So you see how deeply we grieve God 
with our sins.  
 Where God is man, he does not grieve over anything but 
sin. Nothing else gives real pain.  
 For all that is or occurs without sin, that is what God will 
have and be.  

 Luther, Martin. “A Father’s Grief.” Bread & Wine, 153–155.3
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 Yet grief of sorrow over sin should and must remain in a 
divine person until he leaves his body in death, even if he were to 
live until the latter day, or forever.  
 From this came Christ's hidden anguish of which no one 
reports or knows but Christ himself. Therefore we call it what it is: 
hidden.  
 This hidden sorrow over our sinful condition is an attribute 
of God's that he has chosen and that he is pleased to see in man. 
But it is God's attribute above all. Sorrow over sin does not finally 
belong to us humans; we ourselves are not capable of it. Wherever 
God can bring it about in us, it is the most pleasing and most 
appropriate but at the same time the most bitter and heavy 
undertaking on which we can enter.  
 What we have been describing here is one of God's 
attributes, which he would like to see realized in us. For it is we 
who should practice it and put it into effect. The true Light teaches 
us about sorrow over sin; it teaches us moreover, that we, in whom 
it is put into effect and practiced, should claim that divine mood 
for ourselves as little as though we were not there.  
 For then we recognize with inner knowledge that we 
ourselves would not be capable of creating the awareness of sin 
and that it does not belong to us.  
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MARCH 10, 2021 

SHARED HELLS  4

 

“I could never myself believe in God, if it were not for 
the cross. The only God I believe in is the one Nietzsche 
ridiculed as "God on the Cross." In the real world of 
pain, how could one worship a God who was immune 
to it? I have entered many Buddhist temples and stood 
respectfully before the statue of Buddha, his legs 
crossed, arms folded, eyes closed, the ghost of a smile 
playing round his mouth, a remote look on his face, 
detached from the agonies of the world. But each time 
after a while I have had to turn away. And in 
imagination I have turned instead to that lonely, 
twisted, tortured figure on the cross, nails through 
hands and feet, back lacerated, limbs wrenched, brow 
bleeding from thorn-pricks, mouth dry and intolerably 
thirsty, plunged in God-forsaken darkness. That is the 
God for me! He laid aside his immunity to pain. He 
entered our world of flesh and blood, tears and death. 
He suffered for us.”  

 — John Stott 

 Kreeft, Peter. “Shared Hells.” Bread & Wine, 156–161.4
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Calvary is judo. The enemy's own power is used to defeat him. 
Satan's craftily orchestrated plot, rolled along according to plan by 
his agents Judas, Pilate, Herod, and Caiaphas, culminated in the 
death of God. And this very event, Satan's conclusion, was God's 
premise. Satan's end was God's means. God won Satan's captives—
us—back to himself by freely dying in our place.  
 It is, of course, the most familiar, the most often-told story 
in the world. Yet it is also the strangest, and it has never lost its 
strangeness, its awe, and will not even in eternity, where angels 
tremble to gaze at things we yawn at. And however strange, it is 
the only key that fits the lock of our tortured lives and needs. We 
needed a surgeon, he came and reached into our wounds with 
bloody hands. He didn't give us a placebo or a pill or good advice. 
He gave us himself.  
 He came. He entered space and time and suffering. He 
came, like a lover. He did the most important thing and he gave 
the most important gift: himself. It is a lover's gift. Out of our tears, 
our waiting, our dark, ness, our agonized aloneness, out of our 
weeping and wondering, out of our cry, "My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?" he came, all the way, right into that cry. 
 He sits beside us in the lowest places of our lives like water. 
Are we broken? He is broken with us. Are we rejected? Do people 
despise us not for our evil but for our good, or attempted good? He 
was "despised and rejected of men." Do we weep? Is grief our 
familiar spirit, our horrifyingly familiar ghost? Do we ever say, "Oh, 
no, not again! I can't take it any more!"? Do people misunderstand 
us, turn away from us? They hid their faces from him as from an 
outcast, a leper. Is our love betrayed? Are our tenderest 
relationships broken? He too loved and was betrayed by the ones 
he loved. "He came unto his own and his own received him not."  
 Does it seem sometimes as if life has passed us by or cast us 
out, as if we are sinking into uselessness and oblivion? He sinks 
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with us. He too is passed over by the world. His way of suffering 
love is rejected, his own followers often the most guilty of all; they 
have made his name a scandal, especially among his own chosen 
people. What Jew finds the road to him free from the broken 
weapons of bloody prejudice? We have made it nearly impossible 
for his own people to love him, to see him as he is, free from the 
smoke of battle and holocaust.  
 How does he look upon us now? With continual sorrow, but 
never with scorn. We add to his wounds. There are two thousand 
nails in his cross. We, his beloved and longed for and passionately 
desired, are constantly cold and correct and distant to him. And 
still he keeps brooding over the world like a hen over an egg, like a 
mother who has had all of her beloved children tum against her. 
"Could a mother desert her young? Even so I could not desert you." 
He sits beside us not only in our sufferings but even in our sins. He 
does not tum his face from us, however much we tum our face 
from him.  
 Does he descend into all our hells? Yes. In the unforgettable 
line of Corrie ten Boom from the depths of a Nazi death camp, "No 
matter how deep our darkness, he is deeper still." Does he descend 
into violence? Yes, by suffering it and leaving us the solution that 
to this day only a few brave souls have dared to try, the most 
notable in our memory not even a Christian but a Hindu. Does he 
descend into insanity? Yes, into that darkness too. Even into the 
insanity of suicide? Can he be there too? Yes, he can. "Even the 
darkness is not dark to him." He finds or makes light even there, in 
the darkness of the mind—though perhaps not until the next 
world, until death's release.  
 Love is why he came. It's all love. The buzzing flies around 
the cross, the stroke of the Roman hammer as the nails tear into his 
screamingly soft flesh, the infinitely harder stroke of his own 
people's hammering hatred, hammering at his heart—why? For 
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love. God is love, as the sun is fire and light, and he can no more 
stop loving than the sun can stop shining.  
 Henceforth, when we feel the hammers of life beating on 
our heads or on our hearts, we can know—we must know—that he 
is here with us, taking our blows. Every tear we shed becomes his 
tear. He may not yet wipe them away, but he makes them his. 
Would we rather have our own dry eyes, or his tear-filled ones? He 
came. He is here. That is the salient fact. If he does not heal all our 
broken bones and loves and lives now, he comes into them and is 
broken, like bread, and we are nourished. And he shows us that we 
can henceforth use our very brokenness as nourishment for those 
we love. Since we are his body, we too are the bread that is broken 
for others. Our very failures help heal other lives; our very tears 
help wipe away tears; our being hated helps those we love. When 
those we love hang up on us, he keeps the lines open.  
 God's answer to the problem of suffering not only really 
happened two thousand years ago, but it is still happening in our 
own lives. The solution to our suffering is our suffering! All our 
suffering can become part of his work, the greatest work ever 
done, the work of salvation, of helping to win for those we love 
eternal joy.  
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MARCH 11, 2021 

GOD THE REBEL  5

 

Our faith begins at the point where atheists suppose it 
must be at an end. Our faith begins with the bleakness 
and power which is the night of the cross, 
abandonment, temptation and doubt about everything 
that exists! Our faith must be born where it is 
abandoned by all tangible reality; it must be born of 
nothingness, it must taste this nothingness and be 
given it to taste in a way that no philosophy of 
nihilism can imagine.  
     — H. J. Iwand 

That a good man may have his back to the wall is no more than we 
knew already; but that God could have his back to the wall is a 
boast for all insurgents for ever. Christianity is the only religion on 
earth that has felt that omnipotence made God incomplete. 
Christianity alone has felt that God, to be wholly God, must have 
been a rebel as well as a king. Alone of all creeds, Christianity has 
added courage to the virtues of the Creator. For the only courage 
worth calling courage must necessarily mean that the soul passes a 
breaking point—and does not break.  

 Chesterton, G. K. “Got the Rebel” Bread & Wine, 165–167.5
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 In this indeed I approach a matter more dark and awful 
than it is easy to discuss; and I apologize in advance if any of my 
phrases fall wrong or seem irreverent touching a matter which the 
greatest saints and thinkers have justly feared to approach. But in 
that terrific tale of the Passion there is a distinct emotional 
suggestion that the author of all things ( in some unthinkable way) 
went not only through agony, but through doubt. It is written, 
"Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." No; but the Lord thy God 
may tempt himself; and it seems as if this was what happened in 
Gethsemane.  
 In a garden Satan tempted man: and in a garden God 
tempted God. He passed in some superhuman manner through our 
human horror of pessimism. When the world shook and the sun 
was wiped out of heaven, it was not at the crucifixion, but at the 
cry from the cross: the cry which confessed that God was forsaken 
of God. 
 And now let the revolutionists of this age choose a creed 
from all the creeds and a god from all the gods of the world, 
carefully weighing all the gods of inevitable recurrence and of 
unalterable power. They will not find another god who has himself 
been in revolt. Nay (the matter grows too difficult for human 
speech), but let the atheists themselves choose a god. They will 
find only one divinity who ever uttered their isolation; only one 
religion in which God seemed for an instant to be an atheist. 
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MARCH 12, 2021 

THY WILL BE DONE  6

 

“Thy will be done," in its full extent, must be the guideline for the 
Christian life. It must regulate the day from morning to evening, 
the course of the year, and the entire of life. Only then will it be the 
sole concern of the Christian. All other concerns the Lord takes 
over. This one alone, however, remains ours as long as we live. 
And, sooner or later, we begin to realize this. In the childhood of 
the spiritual life, when we have just begun to allow ourselves to be 
directed by God, we feel his guiding hand quite firmly and surely. 
But it doesn't always stay that way. Whoever belongs to Christ must 
go the whole way with him. He must mature to adulthood: he 
must one day or other walk the way of the cross to Gethsemane 
and Golgotha.  
 Will you remain faithful to the Crucified? Consider 
carefully! The world is in flames, the battle between Christ and the 
Antichrist has broken into the open. If you decide for Christ, it 
could cost you your life. Carefully consider what you promise.  
 Before you hangs the Savior on the cross, because he 
became obedient to death on the cross. He came into the world not 
to do his own will, but his Father's will. If you intend to be the 

 Stein, Edith. “Thy Will Be Done.” Bread & Wine, 168–171.6
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bride of the Crucified, you too must completely renounce your own 
will and no longer have any desire except to fulfill God's will.  
 The Savior hangs naked and destitute before you on the 
cross because he has chosen poverty. Those who want to follow 
him must renounce all earthly goods. It is not enough that you 
once left everything out there and came to the monastery. You 
must be serious about it now as well. Gratefully receive what God's 
providence sends you. Joyfully do without what he may let you do 
without. Do not be concerned with your own body, with its trivial 
necessities and inclinations, but leave concern to those who are 
entrusted with it. Do not be concerned about the coming day and 
the coming meal.  
 The Savior hangs before you with a pierced heart. He has 
spilled his heart's blood to win your heart. If you want to follow 
him in holy purity, your heart must be free of every earthly desire. 
Jesus, the Crucified is to be the only object of your longings, your 
wishes, your thoughts. 
 The world is in flames. Are you impelled to put them out? 
Look at the cross. From the open heart gushes the blood of the 
Savior. This extinguishes the flames of hell. Make your heart free 
by the faithful fulfillment of your vows; then the flood of divine 
love will be poured into your heart until it overflows and becomes 
fruitful to all the ends of the earth.  
 Do you hear the groans of the wounded on the battlefields 
in the west and the east? You are not a physician and not a nurse 
and cannot bind up the wounds. You cannot get to them. Do you 
hear the anguish of the dying? You would like to be a priest and 
comfort them. Does the lament of the widows and orphans distress 
you? You would like to be an angel of mercy and help them. Look 
at the Crucified. If you are bound to him by the faithful observance 
of your holy vows, your being is precious blood. Bound to him, you 
are omnipresent as he is. You cannot help here or there like the 
physician, the nurse, the priest. You can be at all fronts, wherever 
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there is grief, in the power of the cross. Your compassionate love 
takes you everywhere, this love from the divine heart. Its precious 
blood is poured everywhere, soothing, healing, saving.  
 The eyes of the Crucified look down on you, asking, 
probing. Will you make your covenant with the Crucified anew in 
all seriousness? What will you answer him?  
 "Lord, where shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life."  
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MARCH 13, 2021 

FROM ACTION TO PASSION  7

 

I was invited to visit a friend who was very sick. He was a man 
about fifty-three years old who had lived a very active, useful, 
faithful, creative life. Actually, he was a social activist who had 
cared deeply for people. When he was fifty he found out he had 
cancer, and the cancer became more and more severe.  
 When I came to him, he said to me, "Henri, here I am lying 
in this bed, and I don't even know how to think about being sick. 
My whole way of thinking about myself is in terms of action, in 
terms of doing things for people. My life is valuable because I've 
been able to do many things for many people. And suddenly, here I 
am, passive, and I can't do anything anymore." And he said to me, 
"Help me to think about this situation in a new way. Help me to 
think about my not being able to do anything anymore so I Won't 
be driven to despair. Help me to understand what it means that 
now all sorts of people are doing things to me over which I have no 
control."  
 As we talked I realized that he and many others were 
constantly thinking, "How much can I still do?" Somehow this man 
had learned to think about himself as a man who was worth only 
what he was doing. And so when he got sick, his hope seemed to 

 Nouwen, Henri. “From Action to Passion.” Bread & Wine, 179–185.7
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rest on the idea that he might get better and return to what he had 
been doing. If the spirit of this man was dependent on how much 
he would still be able to do, what did I have to say to him? 
 The central word in the story of Jesus' arrest is one I never 
thought much about. It is "to be handed over." That is what 
happened in Gethsemane. Jesus was handed over. Some 
translations say that Jesus was "betrayed," but the Greek says he 
was "handed over." Judas handed Jesus over (see Mark 14:10). But 
the remarkable thing is that the same word is used not only for 
Judas but also for God. God did not spare Jesus, but handed him 
over to benefit us all (see Romans 8:32).  
 So this word, "to be handed over," plays a central role in the 
life of Jesus. Indeed, this drama of being handed over divides the 
life of Jesus radically in two. The first part of Jesus' life is filled 
with activity. Jesus takes all sorts of initiatives. He speaks; he 
preaches; he heals; he travels. But immediately after Jesus is 
handed over, he becomes the one to whom things are being done. 
He's being arrested; he's being led to the high priest; he's being 
taken before Pilate; he's being crowned with thorns; he's being 
nailed on a cross. Things are being done to him over which he has 
no control. That is the meaning of passion -being the recipient of 
other people's initiatives.  
 It is important for us to realize that when Jesus says, "It is 
accomplished," he does not simply mean, "I have done all the 
things I wanted to do." He also means, "I have allowed things to be 
done to me that needed to be done to me in order for me to fulfill 
my vocation." Jesus does not fulfill his vocation in action only but 
also in passion. He doesn't just fulfill his vocation by doing the 
things the Father sent him to do, but also by letting things be done 
to him that the Father allows to be done to him, by receiving other 
people's initiatives.  
 Passion is a kind of waiting—waiting for what other people 
are going to do. Jesus went to Jerusalem to announce the good 
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news to the people of that city And Jesus knew that he was going 
to put a choice before them: Will you be my disciple, or will You be 
my executioner? There is no middle ground here Jesus went to 
Jerusalem to put people in a situation where they had to say “Yes” 
or “No.” That is the great drama of Jesus' passion: he had to wait 
upon how people were going to respond. How would they come? 
To betray him or to follow him? In a way, his agony is not simply 
the agony of approaching death. It is also the agony of having to 
wait.  
 All action ends in passion because the response to our 
action is out of our hands. That is the mystery of work, the mystery 
of love, the mystery of friendship, the mystery of community—they 
always involve waiting. And that is the mystery of Jesus' love. God 
reveals himself in Jesus as the one who waits for our response.  
 Precisely in that waiting the intensity of God's love is 
revealed to us. If God forced us to love, we would not really be 
lovers. All these insights into Jesus' passion were very important in 
the discussions with my friend. He realized that after much hard 
work he had to wait. He came to see that his vocation as a human 
being would be fulfilled not just in his actions but also in his 
passion. And together we began to understand that precisely in this 
waiting the glory of God and our new life both become visible. 
Precisely when Jesus is being handed over into his passion, he 
manifests his glory. "Whom do you seek? ... I am he" are words that 
echo all the way back to Moses and the burning bush: "I am the 
one. I am who I am" (see Exodus 3:1-6). In Gethsemane, the glory 
of God manifested itself again, and they fell flat on the ground. 
Then Jesus was handed over. But already in the handing over we 
see the glory of God who hands himself over to us. God's glory 
revealed in Jesus embraces passion as well as resurrection.  
 "The Son of Man," Jesus says, "must be lifted up as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes 
may have eternal life in him" (John3:14-15). He is lifted up as a 
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passive victim, so the cross is a sign of desolation. And he is lifted 
up in glory, so the cross becomes at the same time a sign of hope. 
Suddenly we realize that the glory of God, the divinity of God, 
bursts through in Jesus' passion precisely when he is most 
victimized. So new life becomes visible not only in the resurrection 
on the third day, but already in the passion, in the being handed 
over. Why? Because it is in the passion that the fullness of God's 
love shines through. It is supremely a waiting love, a love that does 
not seek control.  
 When we allow ourselves to feel fully how we are being 
acted upon, we can come in touch with a new life that we were not 
even aware was there. This was the question my sick friend and I 
talked about constantly. Could he taste the new life in the midst of 
his passion? Could he see that in his being acted upon by the 
hospital staff he was already being prepared for a deeper love? It 
was a love that had been underneath all the action, but he had not 
tasted it fully. So together we began to see that in the midst of our 
suffering and passion, in the midst of our waiting, we can already 
experience the resurrection.  
 Imagine how important that message is for people in our 
world. If it is true that God in Jesus Christ is waiting for our 
response to divine love, then we can discover a whole new 
perspective on how to wait in life. We can learn to be obedient 
people who do not always try to go back to the action but who 
recognize the fulfillment of our deepest humanity in passion, in 
waiting. If we can do this, I am convinced that we will come in 
touch with the glory of God and our own new life. Then our 
service to others will include our helping them see the glory 
breaking through, not only where they are active but also where 
they are being acted upon.  
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