
 

Everyday Faithfulness 
(Revelation 2:18–29) 

	
Unlike Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamum, Thyatira held no strategic, political, or religious significance. The 
city itself was unimportant, but the church was not. It was not a major city, yet it received Jesus's most 
extended message.  
 
Thyatira was a center for the slave trade since it lay on Asia Minor's major trade routes. Its roads were 
maintained by the Roman governors. It was also known for its many trade guilds, including dyers, wool 
merchants, clothiers, coppersmiths, tanners, and potters. The most famous person from the city is Lydia, a 
seller of purple cloth (Acts 16:14). There is no known record of her returning to her hometown. Since the 
Roman world had no separation between private, religious, and civic life, these trade unions would place 
social networking along deeply religious lines. Civic celebrations typically involved pagan worship. With it 
also came sexual immorality (1 Cor 10:7-8), which created a constant challenge for early Christians. But there 
is historical evidence there was a Christian community in Thyatira until 1922 when Turkish authorities 
expelled the last Greek Orthodox Christians.  
 
Jesus is pictured to the church in Thyatira as the son of God, a phrase not found in Chapter 1. As the son of 
God, Jesus stands in open contempt to Roman emperors like Augustus, Vespasian, and Domitian, who 
claimed divinity as sons of the gods. It naturally follows that the letter's ending promises those who follow 
the one and only son of God (Jesus) will reign with Him over the entire world. Jesus is also pictured with eyes 
like flames of fire (signifying divine perception/insight) and feet like burnished bronze (signifying 
permanence, trustworthiness, and the sense of holy indignation expressed in judgment against all who 
oppose His ruling authority). 
 
Jesus knows the works, love, faithfulness, service, and endurance of the church in Thyatira. Although these 
attributes can be individually defined and explained, they are best understood as a whole. The practice of 
these and using them to shape one another are signs of Christian maturity.  
 
If a church could have an alter-ego, Ephesus would have been that for Thyatira. Ephesus was known for its 
doctrinal purity and intolerance of wickedness. It failed to love God, and one another, like it did at first. 
Thyatira is known for its faithfulness in love and service but then rebuked for its tolerance of wickedness, 
particularly someone Jesus refers to as Jezebel. This false teacher appeared to be able to operate freely 
within the assembly. There is no surprise that Revelation uses this infamous sponsor of evil from the Old 
Testament and claims she is on the loose in the church at Thyatira. This is obviously a term given to her by 
Jesus to expose her true identity. It is doubtful she would be so brazen as to adopt this notorious name from 
Israel's history. Jezebel, King Ahab's idol-worshiping wife, was known for her idolatry and ability to lead 
others astray. Some in the church in Thyatira were unable to recognize her for who she truly was. She 
claimed to be a prophetess but was not. If correct doctrine without love is incomplete, then love without the 
truth is dangerous and misleading. Leading the people of God astray is the work of the Devil, the Beast, and 
the false prophet in Revelation, significantly influencing them to worship false gods.  
 



It is important to note that not everyone in the church was guilty of following after Jezebel and her teaching. 
Still, some had been seduced by her spiritual infidelity. Their spiritual disloyalty was mainly disguised as the 
freedom to participate in certain rituals within their pagan culture. In reality, it is likely the false prophetess 
and her children did not want to abandon Christian teachings altogether, but instead compromised their 
worship with the idolatry of Roman emperor worship. Interestingly, Jesus calls her (Jezebel) to repentance. 
He is patient but not tolerant of her sin. But turning from her sin was not in her character. In the times of 
Elijah/Elisha, Jezebel refused to repent, and the same fate will come to her Thyatiran counterpart.  
 
Specifically, this false prophetess was guilty of leading people into sexual immorality and eating food offered 
to idols. It could be interpreted literally. We read something similar in 1 Corinthians. Several church 
members were taking advantage of their new freedom in Christ by reverting back to their pagan customs. 
But it could also mean that they were being led astray through spiritual syncretism. Either way, Jesus 
warns Jezebel and her followers/children to repent or else He will come and judge them himself. Jesus 
knows perfectly the hearts and minds of everyone. False prophets can fool others but are incapable of 
deceiving Jesus.  
 
Jesus warns those who share in Jezebel’s idolatrous practices, if unrepentant, will be judged alongside her. 
She may be able to confound the discernment of some within the church; still, she cannot hide from Jesus’s 
penetrating awareness of her inward motives and outward actions. The intervention described is similar to 
the process of church discipline echoed throughout the New Testament (Matt 18 and 1 Cor 5). The goal is 
always the purity of the church and the restoration of sinful believers. To conquer (win the war) is less a 
matter of defeating the enemy than success in resisting. Those who conquer hold fast to the truths about 
Jesus. They recognize Jezebel for who she is, a pawn of Satan. They realize that deep secrets are to be 
exposed, condemned, and avoided. 
 
For those following Jesus, there is a right kind of intolerance – not from a lack of love, but a commitment to 
love people with the truth. This is the core of allegiance to Jesus - the epitome of love and truth. Jesus 
clarifies that any attempt to lead His people astray will provoke a strong, protective judgment from Him 
against all enemies. The commendation and subtle rebuke to the church in Thyatira is milder than 
elsewhere. Judgment will come upon those who do not repent, but not upon those who faithfully endure to 
the end. They will receive the right to rule over the nations (2:26) with their King of Kings holding an iron 
scepter. 

 
 

Discussion 
 

1. What do you believe tolerance of evil looks like today? What sins do you tolerate? 
2. Read 1 Kings 21. What do you learn about Ahab, Jezebel, and how she operated to lead people astray? 
3. Why is it important to remember that the works of love, faith, service, and endurance work together to 

make us mature? 
4. Are you more likely to be like those in Ephesus or Thyatira? 
5.  How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 

God of love and truth, we humbly sit in reverence of you and your holy name. We know that you cannot 
tolerate evil. We confess that we are sinners in need of your patience, mercy, and grace. Thank you for 
speaking the truth about yourself and us. We want to be more like Jesus. Teach us to discern the sin and evil 
within us. After we repent and confess our sin, give us the wisdom and strength necessary to teach others 
that you are holy and righteous and coming in judgment against all who disobey you. And still we pray, 
“Come Lord Jesus!” In your saving name, Amen. 

 


