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LG RESOURCE 

It’s Time | A Life of Prayer 
 

Overview. 

Prayer is communication between us and God. It is the lifeblood of our relationship with him. 

You can discern your spiritual condition and health by the condition and health of your com-

munication/prayer with him. This challenge - a life of prayer - helps us see that God’s desire 

for us is to trust him and find joy in being immersed in his mission. Prayer helps us learn the 

heart and purposes of God. 

 

Lesson. 

The following lesson was written by Jim Johnson and is the Day 8 devotion in our It’s Time 

Daily Devotional: 

 

There isn’t a question about whether or not God speaks. The question is, “Do we recognize it 

as his voice and respond appropriately?” In Exodus 3, God spoke to Moses and he re-

sponded, with faithful obedience, all be it reluctantly. But that isn’t what happens to every-

one. It wasn’t the case with me. God has repeatedly spoken to me. He displayed his love to 

me through the cross. He commanded me to obey my parents through his word. He called 

me to be completely engaged in his Kingdom through the Spirit. I thought I was willing to 

give God everything he required. Well… almost everything.  

  

In 1991 Andrea and I ministered with a small church in southeastern Missouri. We served 

there faithfully as we studied at Ozark Christian College preparing for a lifetime of Kingdom 
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service. Well… mostly faithful. 

  

We taught lessons and loved people well. We opened up our home and lives to our brothers 

and sisters and the people we were trying to reach. But we didn’t give back - financially - to 

Hornet Christian Church. I am ashamed to admit I allowed excuses to justify my choice to not 

faithfully respond to God’s clear instruction to give joyfully to the ministry of his church. 

  

Here is how I got to the wrong place… We are only making $85/week. We are only college 

students. We are sacrificing our time and abilities. We’ll make up for it later when we have 

more. I don’t remember an offering plate being passed where I didn’t hear God’s voice qui-

etly remind me of my responsibility to give - even if it was only $8.50. God wanted me to 

hear his command to joyfully give to Kingdom work. Four years of missed opportunities. 208 

weeks of hearing God’s voice and not responding. But God spoke again. 

  

In 1995, we moved to attend grad school and we served with another small country church 

in west-central Illinois. It was there God spoke again to me. He reminded me that there was 

no excuse I could create to quiet his persistent challenge to trust him and give faithfully to 

his Kingdom’s work. We were students and still sacrificing our time and energies to serve the 

church but instead of fabricating a list of excuses I chose to give $33.50. Each week. No mat-

ter what. I was tired of not responding to God’s voice. Exhausted from creating excuses to 

delay obedience.  

  

Some need to only be spoken to once. I am glad he graciously spoke to me again. 

 

Questions…  

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. What truth about himself does God want you know? 

3. How does prayer turn our hearts toward God? 

4. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our recognize/respond cycle.) 


