
Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | “Qualified Witnesses” (Acts 1.4-11)  

Overview. 
Last week we learned about the Kingdom Jesus came to establish under the 
reign of God. This week we will see how Jesus has given his followers the 
responsibility to serve as witnesses to that Kingdom. Before ascending to 
heaven, Jesus promised he would equip his church to fulfill their commission 
by empowering them with his Holy Spirit. 

Lesson. 
Luke is the only Gospel writer to give a narrative account of Jesus’ ascension 
to the right hand of the Father. Before being taken up, Jesus gave one final 
instruction to his followers: remain in Jerusalem, wait for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, and take the gospel to the end of the earth. The early church had 
its marching orders, and its leader returned to heaven. This passage is 
incredibly important for us today because it helps us understand what Jesus 
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KEY VERSE 
“But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth.” 
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BIG IDEA 
The church has been 

commissioned to give 
witness to the Kingdom 
of God by the power of 

his Spirit.
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LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible together, discussing relevant issues & serve together.

TAKE HOME 
The Kingdom of God is 
proclaimed when the 

power of the Holy Spirit 
is visible in every aspect 

of our lives.
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expected of his church—then and now. 

“Jesus promised he would equip his church…” 

In commissioning the church to continue what Jesus began to do, the Lord set the course for ministry 
here at Sunnybrook. Our role today, our identity in redemptive history, is defined by its extension of 
Jesus’ mission. In other words, the church’s task is to continue Christ’s work in Christ’s way. The 
church is the place where Christ is at work and also the instrument through which Christ reaches an 
aching world is desperate need of a Savior. 

This work is done in the context of God expanding his Kingdom to the farthest reaches of the earth. 
Acts 1:8 tells us that the church’s work was to begin in Jerusalem and spread out from there. As the 
Spirit leads this work we get a sense that the Kingdom of God has both a physical and spiritual 
dimension to it. As the good news of Jesus pushes farther into the Roman world, we see that the 
Kingdom was always intended to have an international membership. And as we watch the Spirit 
continue to work in and through the church today, 2,000 years later, we understand that the Kingdom 
is also quite gradual in its expansion. 

Jesus creates witnesses to serve the advancement of his Kingdom. These witnesses must be qualified 
for their holy task, so Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to seal and empower his church for the mission. We 
are able to give witness to Jesus because he’s given us power by giving us his Spirit. Our mission is to 
witness to Jesus with our words—today, tomorrow, and each day after that. Our mission is to witness 
to Jesus with our deeds—at home, at school, and at work.  

And we aren’t alone or unqualified. We have the Spirit and we have the church. God has given us the 
power to carry out what he’s asked us to do. May we use that power well!
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 Questions. 
 1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

 2. Why is it so important we see ourselves in the biblical story of the church continuing the work of 
Jesus on earth? 

 3. How has the Kingdom of God shaped your everyday life? Are you aware of its presence in and 
around you? 

 4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life?


