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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | 12-1+1=12 (Acts 1.12-26)   

Overview. 

The disciples, later called apostles, are commanded to wait in Jerusalem until the 

Spirit empowers them for the ministry he has planned. Waiting on God isn’t a 

passive exercise. It doesn’t mean “do nothing.” As the story of God’s people 

continues, we see the 11 remaining disciples actively preparing for the work of 

God to begin in a new and powerful way.  

Lesson. 

Last week we learned the value of seeing our story fit into the larger story of God’s 

redemption and restoration. Therefore, these few verses explaining how the 

apostles understood the removal of Judas and replacing him with Matthias are an 

integral part of the story and not just a few details designed to fill space in the story 

until the real action begins when the Holy Spirit arrives and sends the disciples out 

to testify to God’s plan of salvation. 

KEY VERSE 
All these with one accord were 

devoting themselves to prayer, 

together with the women and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and 

his brothers. 
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BIG IDEA 
God is the only one 

needed to fulfill the 

mission of his Church. 
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LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible together, discussing relevant issues & serving together. 

 

 

TAKE HOME 
God is at work even when 

life appears to be stuck or 

going in the wrong 

direction. 
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Judas Iscariot has always been an interesting and complicated figure. Jesus chose him as one of the disciples. 

He did this knowing that he would betray him and abandon his place among the 12 disciples.  The number of 

disciples was in some way a symbolic picture of Jesus reorganizing Israel. This was a sign that a new era had 

come since Israel failed to recognize Jesus as God’s appointed Messiah. Judas must be replaced so that the 

number of disciples would be complete again. 

The last few months must have seemed like a whirlwind to the disciples. Not only did they witness the arrest, 

crucifixion, resurrection and the ascension of their leader; they lost one of their own. You’ve probably 

wondered why Jesus selected Judas. Peter explains all of this took place to fulfill what the Scriptures 

predicted. This is true not only about the events in Jesus' life but in Judas’ as well. Peter sees the last few 

months as events falling into place under God's divine plan. It is Judas’ apostasy and not his death that 

demanded a replacement be appointed. When James is killed in Acts 12, no replacement is selected. 

“God is in perfect control. He is the only one needed to fulfill the mission of his 

Church.” 

All of this happens as they gathered together and were of one mind. Almost every NT reference to people 

being of one mind occurs in Acts. Also notice that they are devoted through the act of prayer. This kind of 

prayer is pictured in the text as ongoing. As the church waits for the Spirit to come, they are in communion 

with each other and the Holy Spirit through prayer. Acts communities pray often and this is especially true 

when they are preparing for their mission.  

That is what is happening at the end of Acts 1. The disciples are intentionally preparing for God to move again 

by replacing Judas and getting the 12 of them ready to preach the gospel to the 12 tribes of Israel. 

 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. Discuss a time in your life when you felt as though God’s plan was unraveling in front of you.  

3.  Why is it important to wait on God intentionally and actively?  

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


