
 

Purpose of the LG Resource  
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon 
preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a 
series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out the 
implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a 
direct application each week to at least one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help 
you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for becoming more like Jesus 
under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or 
further guide you, please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our 
faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel.  

When Opposition Hits Close From Home (John 7:1-24) 
May 22, 2022 

Sermon Summary 
The Bible describes the world as opposing the way of God. This comes from different people, rulers, 
nations, and realms. The apostle Paul clarifies that the struggle is not against flesh and blood but 
against the principalities and powers of the world in the spiritual realm. But those powers often have 
a human manifestation. 

John's Gospel is full of opposition against the teaching and person of Jesus. It was not a matter of 
those who politely disagreed with him. Those who argued with Jesus considered his teaching to be 
dangerous. When we think of those who oppose Jesus, we focus on the religious leaders (Pharisees) 
who felt threatened by Jesus's critical words and social popularity. John's Gospel makes it clear that 
Jesus came to his people and they rejected him (1:11). The Jews, for the most part, sided with the 
religious leaders and rejected Jesus as their Messiah.  



The most shocking resistance came from his own family. Every Gospel makes this point, but John's 
Gospel highlights the misunderstandings and disbelief of his mother and brothers. In John 2, Jesus 
expresses a greater loyalty to do the will of his heavenly Father and not his earthly family. This was 
not intended to disrespect his earthly father, mother, brothers, and sisters. Instead, it was meant to 
distinguish and prioritize God's purpose over all other human interests. Although it might be hard 
for some to imagine choosing God over family today, it was exponentially more difficult in the first 
century. The second and more contentious encounter between Jesus and his family is found here in 
John 7.  

The context sheds light on the tension. Jesus just finished feeding the 5,000, and his sermon 
highlighting his exclusive claims caused many of his disciples to abandon him. It seems like his 
ministry is hemorrhaging. Therefore, Jesus is facing a loss of popularity while dealing with more 
significant opposition from the religious establishment in Jerusalem. For that reason, he stays in 
Galilee because the Jews are threatening to kill him.  

Enter his brothers.  

With the Feast of Tabernacles approaching, his brothers claim it is the best time to go to Jerusalem 
and perform his miracles for his disciples publicly so that he can gain back public credibility. As you 
read their words, one can sense that they are dripping with sarcasm. John states they spoke these 
words because they did not believe in him (7:5). This encounter sounds familiar to the way Joseph's 
brothers treated him with contempt. 

Jesus then clearly states to his brothers that he is not going to the festival because it is not the right 
time for him. This phrase is filled with meaning. The time for Jesus to do things in John's gospels is 
always according to God's timing and not human schedules. Jesus speaks harsh words against his 
blood-brothers. He explains that the world hates him because he calls out the world for what it truly 
is—evil. But since they are of the world, think like the world, and align with worldly standards, the 
world will never hate them. Jesus contends that they are free to go to the festival whenever they want 
because their activities do not have anything bearing the weight of divine significance. 

Halfway through the festival, Jesus and his disciples return to Jerusalem. While he is there, he begins 
teaching again. He faces strong opposition from the crowds who claim that Jesus is either out of his 
mind or demon-possessed when he claims that the Jews are trying to kill him (7:20). This 
underscores that Jesus' popularity ebbs and flows geographically and in relation to the popularity of 
his miracles and teaching. The people are fickle. One minute they want to make him king, and the 
next, they are making fun of him and challenging his authority. The conflict rises from the fact that he 
dared heal someone on the Sabbath. So Jesus, in typical fashion, exposes their inconsistent 
application of biblical commands. He asks them why they are mad at him for healing on the Sabbath 
when they would circumcise their children on the Sabbath to maintain the law. Their inability to give 
an excuse is a sign of their own hypocrisy. 



The last verse in our text is a challenging appeal to everyone. It fits with what the crowds, religious 
leaders, and family should do. Jesus rebuked all of them for being unable to judge rightly. This is a 
common criticism of Jesus. Some reject him because their worldly principles and standards don't 
agree with him. Jesus does not fit into their preconceived notions of what the Messiah should be and 
what God desires. The irony is that Jesus is not only speaking for God but is, in reality, God speaking. 
For those who struggle with belief, Jesus tells the truth about who he is. For those wanting more, 
Jesus offers signs to confirm his teaching. Jesus patiently speaks and reveals himself to them for 
those wanting even more—those who can hear because the Lord draws them respond with faith… 
those who refuse to listen and will leave remain stubbornly opposed to the truth about Jesus. Jesus 
loves each of them, but only to those who believe in him does he consider true family. 

GO 
Those who do not know the truth about Jesus and place their faith in him do not have life or eternal 
life. This probably includes people in your family. Who do you know in your family that is currently 
outside of God’s saving grace? What can you do to initiate a faith conversation with them? 
Sometimes family members are the hardest to convince. 

In the same way that Jesus was dismissed by his family, maybe you feel abandoned by those who do 
not believe in Jesus from your own family. What can we do? First, we can pray that God will open 
their heart to receive the truth about Jesus. Second, we can pray for God to send other believers 
their way who may be able to share the truth about Jesus with them in a way that they would hear. 
Third, we can continue to model a Christlike lifestyle. Finally, we can be a model of love, patience, 
and difference. Lastly, we never give up asking questions about their belief in God and encouraging 
them to consider Jesus as teaching about himself. 

If you need help thinking through how to share your faith with a family member, please reach out to 
a minister, ministry leader, or elder here at Sunnybrook. We are glad to talk and pray with you. 

Additional Texts for Study 
Matthew 10:32-39 
Mark 3:31-35 
Luke 14:25-34 
Ephesians 6:1-20 

Questions/Discussion 
1. Can you think of anyone who opposes your faith in Jesus? 
2. How difficult is it for you to deal with unbelieving family members? Are you remaining 

engaged with them on spiritual matters? Have you stopped talking about Jesus with them? 
3. What does it mean to stop judging by outward appearance and start making righteous 

judgments? 
4. Discuss your loyalties to family and Jesus and how they create tension in your heart and mind. 
5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 



Prayer 
God, we confess that opposition can intimidate, silence, and confuse us. Help us grow more 
confident in our belief that Jesus is your plan of salvation for the world. Help us to trust in his words 
over those voices in our lives who disparage and mock Jesus's teaching. Teach us to care more for 
your glory and honor than the honor of those that we love dearly. Teach us to truly love them by 
speaking to them the truth about Jesus. Give us great patience with those in our own families who 
do not believe. Do not let their doubts shake our faith. Give us an increased measure of your Holy 
Spirit so that we can boldly and lovingly hold out the words of hope to the unbelieving in our own 
families. We asked this in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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