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LG RESOURCE 
1 Corinthians: God’s Wisdom for Foolish Saints | Church 

Intervention (1 Cor. 6.1-11) 
 

Overview. 
The church at Corinth is struggling to live out the implications of their new identity as followers of 

Jesus. They are enjoying their freedom in Jesus to the point of failing to recognize their responsibility 

to mirror Christ's character. Ultimately, this means that little has changed and they have failed to 

glorify God through humble gratitude and obedience to the good news of the Gospel. Evidence of this 

failure is found in the fact they are taking one another to public court to settle their disputes. This 

exposes the church community to the accusation that they look like the world around them and not 

like Jesus. Paul then reminds them in his strongest language yet that people who remained unchanged 

by the gospel will not inherit the kingdom of God. This isn't a threat… it's a promise. 

 

Lesson. 
Some Christians read this text as a command to avoid lawsuits with anyone for any reason. That 

seems to be an overstatement of Paul’s intention and therefore most likely a misapplication of the 

text. Paul is not commanding the Corinthians to handle all disagreements outside of the recognized 

judicial process. Paul asserts that their use of the courts to handle matters of conflict between 

themselves is a sign of terrible brokenness.  

 

Paul reminds them that since they have the spirit of God in them they should be able to make right 

judgments in order to settle disputes. He poses the question to them, “Why trust people without the 

Spirit of God to discern right and wrong?” Paul also reminds them that believers will judge angels and 

therefore why would they be unable to handle disputes between each other?  
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Lastly, Paul reminds them that not only should they be able to handle their disputes, but that it would 

be better for them to suffer wrong than to be publicly shamed as they seek their own version of 

retribution. Paul desires for them to recognize the damage caused to their witness as they seek to get 

what they considered to be rightfully theirs. In essence Paul is telling them even if they win their court 

case they ultimately lose in the court of public opinion. 

 

This lesson does apply directly to us. Although this text is most likely not saying any use of the court 

system to settle disputes is wrong, it is claiming that it is better to be wronged than to impugn the 

character and witness of the church. To be greedy or even appear greedy is wrong. To seek retribution 

and vengeance at all costs is sin. To act or think selfishly is not the manner or spirit of a Jesus 

follower. 

 

Paul concludes this sec. by reminding the Corinthians that they are no longer what are they once were. 

He then proceeds to give them a list of sins that should no longer characterize them. This list contains 

sins in the realm of sexual immorality (as described in chapter 5) and sins in the realm of coveting and 

greed (as described in chapter 6).  

 

These sins describe what the Corinthian believers were but by the grace of God no longer are. This is 

one of the foundational Christian beliefs. The Bible argues that Gods grace changes us. We do not 

merely move from the category of lost to saved, but sexually immoral to pure. We were greedy but 

now we are generous. We were swindlers but now we are givers. Instead of thinking about ourselves 

we now consider others more than ourselves. 

 

All of this is done because we have been impacted by the truth of the gospel. It means that we have 

been set free from the tyranny of our sin and empowered by the Spirit to live a holy life. 

 

Questions…  

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. Before hearing the sermon this morning, what did you believe about Christians being 

involved in lawsuits? Should a Christian sue for damages after an accident? Should a 

Christian sue someone for defamation of character? Should a Christian sue another 

Christian over financial matters?  

3. Why is it important that we consider the impact our reputation has in the community? Do 

you believe it is better to be wronged than to get what you deserve? 

4. Do you see a change in who you once were and who you now are because of the gospel? 

5. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our repent/believe cycle.) 


