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LG RESOURCE 
1 Corinthians: God’s Wisdom for Foolish Saints | The Gospel-

Shaped Life (Acts 18.1-17) 
 

Overview. 

The past few weeks we have covered some heavy and intimate material. Chapter 7 does not 

get any easier. Paul addresses some specific questions they have on marriage, sex in marriage, 

and remaining single. For this reason we are going to pause our study of the Corinthian letter 

and study Luke’s material describing Paul’s initial visit to Corinth (Acts 18). The purpose of 

our study is to learn more about basic components of the Christian life. They are: hearing the 

Gospel, speaking the Gospel, and responding to the Gospel. 
 

Lesson. 

Hearing the Gospel.  

As Paul entered city of Corinth he spoke boldly about the good news of Jesus and the hope 

they could find in him. The way of the cross would confront and transform their old lives into 

something completely different. Paul’s preaching was intended to proclaim clearly the Gospel 

message without flattery and a powerful sales pitch. Instead, he determined to speak the plain 

message of the good news of Jesus so that they would know their faith was genuine and real. 
 

Speaking the Gospel. 

There is also a responsibility in the Christian life to bear witness/testify to the good news of 

Jesus. This means we are able to give an explanation of the hope we find in Jesus. Our witness 

is also modeled by our way of life that mirrors Jesus’ life. Lastly, speaking the gospel is 

something we are expected to do with one another for encouragement, admonishment, and 

edification.  
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Responding to the Gospel. 

Responding to the Gospel focusses on the act of trusting Jesus for eternal salvation. Our salva-

tion is more than the initial moment of faith. It leads to a life-long obedience to Jesus’ teach-

ing. This happens under the guidance and direction of the Spirit and Church leaders. The new 

life each Corinthian believer experienced was based on a constant response to the story of Je-

sus. Every day and every situation was both interpreted and lived out in the shadow of Jesus’ 

incarnation, life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension. 
 

Questions…  

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. Read Acts 18.1-17. What about this text helps you understand what was happening in the 

Corinthian church? 

3. Have you heard the Gospel as described above? Discuss. 

4. Have you spoken the Gospel as described in this lesson? Discuss. 

5. Have you responded to the Gospel as described here? Discuss. 

6. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our repent/believe cycle.) 


