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LG RESOURCE 
Time to Grow Up (3.1-23) 

Overview. 

Paul knows that holiness (Jesus’ righteousness) is not only given to us when we choose to 

accept Jesus as Savior and Lord, but it is also something that grows in us as we follow Jesus 

by submitting to the work of the Holy Spirit. The Corinthians are still living according to their 

old way of thinking. Their old ways include jealousy and strife (3.3). Their former behavior 

included divisions based on their favorite leaders in the church. Paul calls them to grow up 

and to remember that God will test everything and that only work focused on him will prevail. 
 

Lesson. 

Peter Pan didn’t want to grow up. Neither do Toys R Us kids. But as followers of Jesus, we 

must grow up and embrace the natural change every believer is intended to experience. Most 

people are resistant or passive when it comes to their own spiritual growth. They remain 

spiritually immature until they recognize the need for change. This letter serves as a call to 

action. Paul is giving the Corinthian church instructions on where they are not living up to the 

gospel and how they should change. 

 

Later in this book, Paul will deal with the issues of spiritual pride, sexual immorality, 

unloving behavior, and general selfishness. Paul stays on the topic of their divisive behavior 

focused on lifting up the leaders they revere. Paul labels this kind of behavior as worldly. Paul 

regularly refers to himself as a bondservant (sometimes translated slave) of Jesus. He 

considers other church leaders like Cephas and Apollos to be the same. Therefore, he does not 

understand why anyone would claim a divisive loyalty toward any of them. Every church 

leader and every member of every congregation must remember they are all servants and God 
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is their king. Any thoughts or behavior contradictory to this are worldly. At best, this is a sign 

of immaturity; at worst it is a sign of not understanding the gospel. 

 

This text promises with a warning that God will test our lives and ministries with fire. Paul 

uses this truth to humble his readers. It means that even though we may be impressed with 

worldly things, ultimately God's perfect judgment will evaluate everything. Churches and 

ministries based upon popular preaching and charismatic personalities will not stand the test 

of God. It might feel good for ministers to build a congregation around themselves and their 

success as a leader, but God is not pleased with those churches and ministries content with 

robbing him of all glory and honor and praise. 

 

This is a great reminder for every church and every church leader. Sunnybrook cannot build a 

powerful preaching ministry built on great communication techniques and winsome 

personalities. These may be able to build a worldly audience, but will not stand up in God's 

final judgment. Sunnybrook cannot grow a popular and attractive youth/children’s ministry on 

the foundation of exciting events and activities. These things may increase our attendance, but 

unless Jesus is the reason and the basis for it all, it will crumble in God’s final judgment. 

 

Obviously this doesn't mean that we should focus on poor communication, offensive 

personalities, and no programming. But it does mean that we should intentionally trust in the 

faithful proclamation and witness to the truth about Jesus and his plan of salvation. 
 

Questions…  

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. What are some areas in your life where you desire and intentionally work toward growth? 

Spiritually? Financially? Relationally? Academically? Recreationally? 

3. What does it mean that God will test our ministry with fire? How does this truth affect the 

way you spend your time and energy?  

4. What does this warning/promise have to do with Paul’s concern that believers are not 

maturing? 

5. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our repent/believe cycle.) 


