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LG RESOURCE 
Undignified Servants and Immature Kings (4.1-21) 

Overview. 

Paul ends his opening argument in 1 Corinthians by vacillating back and forth between strong 

and gentle language. As he challenges the Corinthians Christians to turn from their lingering 

worldliness and grow up into Christlike maturity, Paul employs logic, sarcasm, 

encouragement and example to drive his point home. The overarching point of 1 Corinthians 

1-4? Grow up and act like saints. The method? Imitate those wiser by God’s standards, not the 

world’s. 
 

Lesson. 
It’s interesting that the very people Paul couldn’t address “as spiritual people” (1 Cor. 3.1) are 

apparently making spiritual judgments about their leaders. This attitude isn’t the point of Paul’s 

sustained argument that runs from chapters 1-4, but it is symptomatic of the deeper problem. 

Worldliness still ran deep in the Corinthian community. Paul describes it as foolishness, fleshliness, 

infantile. The church sought after wisdom, forsaking the very Wisdom of God. Immaturity is natural 

for the young, but Paul believed the time to grow up had long since passed. 
 

What if an idea completely defined every aspect of your life? Bananas are yellow. Such a statement is 

either true or not, but it’s of little consequence to our lives. If bananas are in fact yellow, you and I 

will carry on about our days exactly the same way. If bananas are yellow and we refuse to believe it, 

you and I will still carry on in exactly the same way. Bananas are yellow is somewhat of a 

meaningless statement. What about this one: Jesus resurrected from the dead. Does that shape our 

lives in any way? For Paul, it most certainly did. 
 

It’s his certainty of God’s glorious future that leads Paul to remind the Corinthians that his ministry 

won’t be judged by them. (1 Cor. 4.1-5) After all, he works for their benefit but is accountable to the 

Resurrected King alone. In fact, he reminds them that everyone will be judged by the Lord! As such, 
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no human court ought to render a verdict on his work for God. All such opinions are incomplete and 

premature. 
 

Paul follows by exposing his opponents’ vainglorious opinions on Apollos, Peter and himself. (1 Cor. 

4.6-7) Paul believed such thoughts came from an overinflated view of themselves, banking on a 

maturity that didn’t yet exist. (1 Cor. 4.8-13) This he explains by comparing his life to theirs: the 

Corinthians demonstrated lives of foolish comfort and decadence while the Apostle lived a life full of 

Christlike suffering. What a hard passage! While you and I can be quick to identify with Paul, how 

much of our lives look a lot like those of his opponents? 

 

The argument is concluded with a gentle call to follow Paul’s example: “I urge you, then, be imitators 

of me.” (1 Cor. 4.16) How much growing up do you and I have to do today? How much maturity 

would unfold if we imitated Paul as he imitated Christ? Oh, that the kingdom of God come “in 

power” as God sanctifies us into greater and greater degrees of Christlikeness! 
 

Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. Has God convicted you of any areas of lingering immaturity in your life? If so, what? 

3. How can we be involved in each other’s lives while leaving ultimate judgment to God? 

4. What does it look like for you to be a fool for Christ’s sake? What steps might you take in 

a direction away from the world? 

5. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our repent/believe cycle.) 


