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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | When Stubborn People With Hard Hearts 

Hear the Gospel (Acts 6.8 –7.60) 

Overview. 

Stephen, after being selected to help care for the widows of the church (ch 6), 

preached against his adversaries through the Spirit (7.55). He describes Israel’s 

continued stubborn rejection of God’s message and particularly his messengers. 

Stephen underlines the painful truth that God worked in places and ways not accepted 

by his people. Instead of faithful obedience, they refused to repent and follow God’s 

plan. In the longest sermon in Acts, Luke records a brief history of God’s dealings 

with Israel. This message also functions as a transition to the Gentile mission that is 

the main focus for the rest of this book.  

Lesson. 

Stephen confronted these people who were fiercely loyal to the land of Jerusalem and 

the temple as the true location for worshiping YHWH God. Stephen repeatedly ar-

gued that God consistently revealed himself in Gentile lands, apart from the land and  

 

 

KEY VERSE 
Heaven is my throne and 

the earth is my footstool. 

What kind of house will 

you build for me, says the 

LORD? 
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BIG IDEA 
We are stubborn and re-

bellious, but God is al-

ways gracious and faith-

ful. 
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TAKE HOME 
Pay close attention to 

God’s grace and respond 

to his kindness. 
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the temple. He called Abraham in the land of Mesopotamia: “He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a 

foot's length” (7.5). God promised Abraham that his descendants would inherit the land, but not until they 

were sojourners in a land foreign to them for 400 years (7.6). 

Stephen was arrested under the accusation of speaking against Moses (the Law), against YHWH God, and 

against the temple (6.11, 13, 14). His message reveals the charges against him to be inaccurate. He uses this 

opportunity to trace God’s faithfulness to Israel in the midst of their consistent rebellion against him. He con-

cludes with a direct indictment against his hearers of the specific charges they leveled at him. Stephen points 

out that they were the ones guilty of rejecting Moses and the Law. More than that, they killed the Righteous 

One whom God had sent for their salvation. This is at least the third time the Sanhedrin, which was responsi-

ble for ordering the crucifixion of Jesus, heard the gospel and received an opportunity to repent. 

Israel’s history reveals their own stubborn, rebellious disposition towards God’s 

gracious dealings with them. 

Stephen’s sermon helps us recognize the sovereign, intentional, and consistent grace of God offered to rebel-

lious sinners. This is how God has always worked and, therefore, we should also expect a predictable response 

by his people. This message underlines the human tendency to harden our hearts against God’s grace. 

Although we are not guilty of the same exact hardening of our hearts and rebellion against God’s offer of sal-

vation through faith in Jesus, it is unwise for us to fail to see how prone we are to not recognizing God’s grace 

and instruction. We assume too much and listen too little. We settle for less than God has purposed. It is help-

ful to witness the failings of others. We can learn from their stubbornness how to repent. We can learn from 

their rebellion how to be obedient.  

 May God’s grace convict and direct our hearts and minds toward him. 

 

 

 

 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. How can we know if we are presuming on God’s grace? 

3. Do you consider Stephen’s message too confrontational? How can we know how confrontational to be 

when we present the gospel to someone? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


