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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | The Ministry of the Word  

(Acts 6:1–7) 

Overview. 

Luke now begins the transition from the birth of the church to its growth and 

movement out into the Gentile world. Within the new community of faith, Greek-

speaking widows are not receiving the same level of care as the Hebrew/Aramaic-

speaking widows. The apostles, needing to devote themselves to preaching the gospel 

and to prayer, tell the disciples to select seven qualified men to administer the daily 

distribution of food. Seven are chosen and the apostles commission them for service. 

Luke concludes in verse 7 with the first of six summary statements about the 

church’s growth as a result of God’s work. 

Lesson. 

The early church in Jerusalem has by this point grown considerably in spite of 

several obstacles in its way. Chapters 4 and 5 tell us of opposition and persecution 

from the outside, namely the Jewish leadership. The first paragraph of chapter 5 even 

 

 

KEY VERSE 
And the word of God con-

tinued to increase, and the 

number of disciples multi-

plied greatly in Jerusa-

lem… 
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BIG IDEA 
We are called to protect 

the ministry of the word 
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other. 
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LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible, discussing relevant issues & serving together 
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Live your life with com-

passion, boldness, and ser-

vice in light of the gospel 
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describes corruption within the community of faith. Yet, the church continues to grow. The next obstacle she 

would face is the temptation to be distracted from her primary mission by administrative needs. 

It’s tempting to read Acts 6:1–7 and wonder why the twelve apostles think they are above serving the 

widows—“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.” However, let’s 

read a bit deeper before casting judgment on the twelve. Remember that they’ve administered the financial 

care over the community to this point (chs. 2 and 5). Also remember that the twelve, specifically the twelve, 

were commissioned by Jesus himself to proclaim the gospel “in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). These were the ones who witnessed Jesus’ earthly ministry, his death and 

burial, and his resurrection. They had a message to proclaim and the church has grown to a point where 

administrative needs have to be delegated for the sake of their continued work as evangelists. In other words, 

the ministry of the church must be centered on the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

“Prayer and proclamation go hand in hand with charitable assistance.” 

However, this doesn’t mean caring for the needs of widows and orphans is unimportant. In fact, the Gospel 

creates an other-worldly community that cares for one another with more compassion and truth than its pagan 

neighbors (at least, it should). The twelve didn’t remain true to their calling as preachers by ignoring the 

problem. They turned to the community filled with the Spirit of God (Luke calls them simply ‘disciples’) and 

addressed the problem. Widows aren’t being fed? Let’s feed them. Select seven men transformed by the Good 

News and have them care for those in need. When we are centered on the Gospel, the ministry of the church 

becomes driven by that gospel. We don’t preach instead of act. And we certainly don’t act instead of preach. 

Our preaching ought to produce action.  

And, according to his will and pleasure, God grows his church. Our ministries are then multiplied through 

the Good News. And that requires the Spirit’s power in and through the word of God. New problems to solve, 

new people to care for, new buildings to construct—these “practical” concerns might actually be proof that 

“the word of God continue[s] to increase.” 
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 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. In what ways are you tempted to live your life without reference to the Gospel? 

3. When was the last time the Gospel drove you to serve or live in a way that the world finds strange? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


