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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | The Unstoppable Mission of God  

(Acts 5.12-42) 
 

Overview. 

The apostles continue to perform miracles and preach the good news of God’s 

Kingdom. The church continues to grow as people respond to the gospel. There also 

continues to be serious opposition to the Apostles’ message and the growing fel-

lowship. In Acts 4-5, the Sadducees repeatedly arrest, threaten and assault them hop-

ing they can squash the new sect. Peter (spokesman for the Apostles) promises they 

will not stop. Gamaliel (spokesman for the Pharisees) warns against trying to stop 

them.  

Lesson. 

The religious leaders put up with Jesus until they found an opportunity to have him 

killed. At a number of times over Jesus’ three-year ministry, they tried to harass and 

hinder his ministry. They even looked for an opportunity to kill him. But because of 

 

KEY VERSE 
If it is of God, you will not 

be able to overthrow them. 

You might even be found          

opposing God! 
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BIG IDEA 
God commanded the 

church to boldly continue 

the mission Jesus started 

and promised it cannot be 

stopped by human efforts. 
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TAKE HOME 
Do not allow others to  

silence your service to 

God for his Kingdom. 
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his popularity with the people they were afraid to do anything publicly. They are now realizing that Jesus’ fol-

lowers are not going away. The followers of Jesus are continuing his ministry. 

Signs and wonders were being performed by the apostles and this is Luke’s focus here. This section mirrors 

the summaries found at the end of chapters 2 and 4. In those earlier sections, Luke draws closer attention to 

the community’s interaction with one another whereas this one focuses on their relationship to outsiders. The 

work we see here at Solomon’s Portico is a very specific answer to their prayers (4.24-31). God is graciously 

allowing them to witness his healing power through the apostles. The ministry they're continuing is happening 

in the midst of the Jewish people, not just in their own community. As they grow in numbers, they continue to 

reach out to those who still need to hear and respond to the gospel, but there remain a number of people who 

are afraid of joining them. 

“God not only calls us to be faithful, he simultaneously blesses us to witness the joy 

of seeing our service bless others.” 

The apostles are arrested and then rearrested by the religious leaders in Jerusalem. They are explicitly prohib-

ited from preaching in Jesus' name. This is an important part of the prohibition. No one complains about them 

helping the poor or healing the sick. It is the means or power through which they operate that frustrates the 

Sadducees and makes the church so dangerous.  

The apostles respond to the leaders by promising their obedience to God and not to them. Sounding like the 

three young men in Babylon about to be thrown into the furnace for defying the King, the apostles claim their 

allegiance to Jesus and his Kingdom. Gamaliel (Paul’s mentor in Phariseeism) warns the leadership to be care-

ful opposing people who claim to be on mission for God. Speaking almost prophetically, he promises that if 

they are following a false messiah their mission cannot succeed and if they are following the true Messiah 

their mission cannot fail.  

They trusted that Jesus was the Christ (Messiah) and therefore nothing could hinder or stop them! 
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 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. Why is the name of Jesus so offensive to people? Why do some oppose him so strongly? 

3. How are people trying to harass or hinder the ministry of the church today? Who is stopping you from 

faithfully following the work God is doing through you? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


