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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | When the Church Lives Like Jesus (Acts 

4.32-5.11) 

Overview. 

Acts 4 and 5 are honest and painful pictures of the church at its best and worst. The 

Jesus followers in Jerusalem are faithfully loving one another in a way that causes 

people to recognize there is something unique and special about them. They are fol-

lowing the teachings of Jesus by sharing generously with one another. But there are 

always some who take advantage of the situation. We witness a very dark moment 

when lies and deception by a few in the church are revealed and judged by God. Both 

are true pictures of the church.  

Lesson. 

The church is a diverse and complicated collection of people. We are all sinners who 

are now saints (literally “holy ones”). We are naturally selfish people who are now 

surprisingly generous. We are all liars who are bound by the truth. We have good 

times and terrible times. We are a people in process who are both broken and restored. 

 

KEY VERSE 
With great power the apostles 

were giving their testimony to 

the resurrection of the Lord Je-

sus, and great grace was upon 

them all. 
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BIG IDEA 
Our witness matters to 

those watching us - and 

God is watching too. 
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LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible, discussing relevant issues & serving together 

 

TAKE HOME 
Let us respond truthfully 

to the generosity and kind-

ness of God. 
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The summary found here is similar to Acts 2.42-47, but contextually it serves a different purpose. This story 

serves to contrast the generosity of Barnabas and the deception of Ananias. The first portrait of the church 

shows a united community which looked at their possessions as gifts from God for the purpose of caring for 

the needs of their family which now extended to their new brothers and sisters in Christ. This generosity was 

both spontaneous and voluntary. This text also helps prepare us for future texts that describe the church’s re-

sponse to the needs of its people. The natural result of their faithfulness was that they experienced God’s grace 

and the favor of the people in Jerusalem. 

It is so important to remember that generosity and caring for the needs of others isn’t a technique or strategy 

of church growth. It is a natural response to a generous and caring God.  

“Generosity is not a strategy, it is a response. God has given to us so we in turn 

give to others.” 

This collection of sinners - now declared holy - is living in obedience to Jesus their Lord and Savior. They are 

expected to look like Jesus in their outward expressions of generosity and their inward motivations for doing 

so. Barnabas graciously gave from his wealth. Ananias selfishly gave for personal recognition. He (along with 

his co-conspiring wife) wanted to be known as generous without actually giving generously. This deception 

was known by God and they both were judged immediately by him.  

We do not know exactly why God chose to judge this sin in this way at this time, but it appears that the wit-

ness of the fist Christians mattered deeply to God and the community. Both examples teach us the importance 

of responding faithfully to the commands of Jesus and the more profound truth that our actions are fully 

known and perfectly judged by God. These truths should both strengthen and humble us. 
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 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. How should we share our possessions with those in need? Are we called to follow their example? 

3. Read the story of Achan in Joshua 7. How does the sin and judgement of Ananias and Sapphira mirror 

Achan’s? How does this shape the way you see God’s view of sin? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


