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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | The Undeniable Work of God  
(Acts 25:13-26:32) 

Overview. 
This is Paul’s final defense while under arrest in Caesarea. He presents it before 
Festus, the governor, and Agrippa, the King. It is also the third time we get to 
hear about Paul’s conversion (Acts 9, 22, 26). This is the most detailed 
description of the events on the Damascus road that redirected this devoted 
Pharisee. Paul uses his time on trial to share the Gospel with the ruling authorities 
of Israel and his point is simple: God’s presence and work is obvious and they 
should accept it. 
 
Lesson.  
The boldness of Paul is inspiring. He passionately speaks about his conversion and 
makes a strong conclusion that how God has worked in the past is clear enough to 
conclude that Jesus was the one promised in the OT by the prophets. Their 
message to the children of Israel was not merely about social reform; it prophesied 
that God was working everything together for a purpose that would redeem and 
restore them. The Prophets were directed to speak beforehand what was going to 
happen so that God’s work would be clearly understood. Paul challenges King Agrippa 

 
 
 

KEY VERSE 
I am persuaded that 
none of these things 

has escaped his notice, 
for this has not been 

done in a corner. 
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BIG IDEA 

God’s presence and 
work is clearly evident 
so that no one has an 

excuse to reject it. 
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We should trust God 
more than we trust our 

doubts. 
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to be honest about the evidence when he says, “I am persuaded that none of these things has escaped 
His notice, for this has not been done in a corner” (26:26).  

Festus argues that Paul’s learning has caused him to lose touch with reality, saying, “Paul, you are out of 
your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind” (26:24). Paul responds that his testimony is 
both true and rational. Agrippa then says, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?”, 
questioning that in his boldness, Paul presumes that his testimony would convert Agrippa (26:25). Paul 
obviously believes that the barrier for these men is not the lack of evidence. 

Paul obviously believes that the barrier for these men is 
not the lack of evidence. 

Is it as clear as Paul argues? Most would say no. Paul considers his obedience to Jesus as the rational 
and right response to the evidence, but we consider his faith in Jesus as a personal conviction. We live in 
a time when evidence, even the most obvious, is considered suspect. We live in a time when personal 
perspective takes precedence over everything else.  
 
We believe that faith is so inwardly focused and personally derived that anyone who speaks boldly about 
clarity is considered radical and out of touch. We celebrate ambiguity, personal choice, and complexity. 
We hold deep suspicions against anyone with deep convictions and this is particularly true in matters of 
faith. And this mindset puts us at odds with the Bible itself - God’s true revelation to us. No wonder there is 
so much doubt and confusion on almost every issue these days. Matters which Bible clearly presents as 
rational and true are met with suspicion and distrust. 
 
What if Paul is right? What if the issue of disbelief is more of a matter of the human will than the evidence? 
Paul also claims that, “what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them,” (Rom 1:19). Paul, like every other Biblical writer, believes God does not work in secret or off in 
some hidden corner of the world. God is at work out in the open on display before everyone. The Bible 
also gives a reason why people don't believe in the presence and work of God. It claims that there is a 
vested interest in disbelief among the masses. We can keep living lives focused on ourselves and following 
our interests. Therefore, the question remains as relevant today as it did 2000 years ago… Will you submit 
your life to the reality of God and His purpose for you in Jesus? The evidence has been presented. It is 
true and rational.  
 
Will you believe it? 
 

GO | GATHER | GROW OCTOBER 20, 2019 

 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. When reading the Bible, do you consider its writers to be overly bold and confident about what they believe? 
Why do you think they are more confident than you? How much credibility do you give to your doubts? 

3. Read Romans 1:18-25. What does this text claim about what people know and how they reject the truth? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life?  


