
 

Psalm 15 
 
Psalm 15 begins with an honest question: “Lord who can dwell in your tent? Who can live on your holy 
mountain?” At first glance, this question probably seems strange to us because we consider the presence 
of God as a place where everyone is welcome. God loves everyone and therefore everyone is welcome to 
be in His presence. But we should remember the repeated theme of how people responded when they 
entered into the presence of YHWH God.  
 
David recognized the holiness of God and the complexity of being in His presence. When Moses found 
himself in the presence of God – the burning bush (Ex 3) – he was reminded to remove his sandals 
because he was standing on holy ground. When Israel gathered at Mt. Sinai to receive the Law, a fence 
was built around the mountain to protect the people from being killed when God descended on the 
mountain (Ex 19). When the Temple was dedicated and YHWH entered the Holy of Holies, the priests 
could not enter because of the glory of the Lord (1 Kgs 8). The great prophet Isaiah saw the glory of the 
Lord seated on His throne and believed he would be ruined because of God’s glory (Isa 6).  
 
David’s question makes perfect sense. What kind of people would dare enter into the presence of a holy 
and righteous God? And yet, God invites people to know Him and be blessed by His presence. As the 
Israelites traveled through the wilderness, they were commanded by God to build a Tabernacle. This tent 
was the place where His presence would dwell in order to comfort and bless His people. God desires for 
all people to know and worship Him. 
 
The problem with standing in the presence of God is that it causes us to confront the reality of our sin and 
rebellion. Humanity’s corrupt condition fails to measure up to God’s standard without His kindness and 
mercy. 
 
So David asks, “Lord who can dwell in your tent? Who can live on your holy mountain?” The answer isn’t 
Ecclesiastes 7:20: “There is certainly no one righteous on the earth who does good and never sins.” It isn’t 
Romans 3:23: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” The answer isn’t, “No one.” The answer 
is, “The righteous may enter His presence.” David instructs the people that those who obey the Lord live 
blamelessly, practice righteousness, and acknowledge the truth in their heart. He goes on to teach that 
they do not slander with their tongue, do not harm their friend, or discredit their neighbor. Who can 



enter into the presence of God? Psalm 15 promises that those who despise the one rejected by the Lord 
but honor those who fear the Lord, everyone who keeps his word whatever the cost, and those who do 
not lend their silver at interest or take a bribe against the innocent may enter confidently into His holy 
presence with confidence. 
 
But this description of righteous works is not a list of things we can do in order to gain acceptance by 
God. It is a list of responses to God’s commands by those who are humble and desire to please Him and 
enjoy His presence. 
 

 

Discussion 

1.    The presence of God is a dangerous place. Why is it important to remember the holiness of God?  

2.    The presence of God is also an open invitation to us. Why should we remember the joy and pleasure 
standing in the presence of God? 

3.  What advice does Psalm 15 offer to us? 

4.     How has this psalm encouraged, strengthened, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
God, we enter into your presence today mindful of who you are. You are holy, holy, holy. You are gracious. 
You are merciful. You are righteous. You are worthy. God, we also acknowledge our sin and brokenness. 
We need your grace and mercy because we are sinful and lost without you. We know that our righteous 
deeds are not sufficient to gain access into your presence. So, we humble ourselves to live by your 
commands. We do all this for your glory, others’ benefit, and our joy. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


