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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | Appealing to the Highest Authority 
(Acts 24:1-25:12) 

Overview. 
Paul is still on trial. He was arrested in Acts 21 and remains in prison for the rest 
of the book. His location will change: Jerusalem to Caesarea to Rome. His 
enemies are the same: the Jewish Sanhedrin. The charges are the same: 
disrupting the peace by profaning the Temple. Paul refuses to let the false 
charges stick. He aggressively defends himself. Along with a reminder to the 
church that it will face adversaries, the final chapters of Acts present Paul’s actions 
as an example of a God-honoring approach. 
 
Lesson.  
Paul was escorted by the Roman military from Jerusalem to Herod’s Praetorium  
because the Roman leadership was not able to offer him the protection he 
deserved as a Roman citizen. That means that his accusers, particularly the 
Sadducees, needed to travel down to Caesarea for the trial. It is a little surprising to 
see the High Priest making the journey, but it shows just how strongly the Jewish 
leaders want the Christian message stopped through the death of Paul. They also 
hire an attorney named Tertullus to present their case. The High Priest and Tertullus 

 
 

KEY VERSE 
It is with respect to the 

resurrection of the 
dead that I am on trial 

before you this day. 
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BIG IDEA 
Trust God to be the 

one to protect us and 
our message. 
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TAKE HOME  
We cannot remain 

silent and we cannot 
act like our enemies. 
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arrive five days later and the trial begins before the Felix the Roman governor. The charges were, “For we 
have found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world and is a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him” (24:5-6). It 
was important to present him as someone who was trying to subvert the peace. The Romans prided 
themselves in being able to provide peace to the world. They refused to get involved in regional disputes, 
especially religious ones, but when the peace was disturbed. they quickly seized control of the situation. 
The question Felix needed to discern was who was responsible for the disruption of peace - Paul or the 
Sanhedrin?  

Paul does not allow these charges to stand without being challenged. When given the opportunity to 
respond, he dismantles each of the accusations. When Paul mentions the twelve days, he is most likely 
describing the entire time since he arrived in Jerusalem at the time of this trial. Paul is mocking the charges 
of stirring up the people because there just wasn’t enough time. When Paul was originally confronted, he 
wasn’t arguing or disputing with anyone (24:12). Paul then reminds Tertullus and the High Priest that it is 
their responsibility to prove their charges (24:13). He welcomes the accusation of being a follower of Jesus 
and faithful to the OT scriptures (24:14). But he presents the people of the Way to be leaders of a spiritual 
rebirth, not political reform. 

Paul confesses to being a follower of Way, whose focus is 
on spiritual rebirth, not political reform. 

The Bible teaches that God’s people will be attacked and persecuted. The Way of God has enemies and 
those who are committed to following him will face many temptations. There is always the temptation to 
abandon the faith, but let’s consider the temptations that come while remaining faithful. First, there is the 
temptation to remain silent and keep everything spiritual to themselves. Knowing that opposition is 
persistent causes people to wonder if it is worth the fight. Paul refuses to remain silent because the 
message of the Gospel needs to be preached and false accusations need to be corrected.  
 
Second, there is the temptation to become angry and return punch for punch, verbal jab for verbal jab. 
This is the danger of going to war. Sadly, those engaged in the battle usually end up making the same 
wrong choices as their enemies. Paul stands up for the truth of the Gospel without resorting to their 
tactics. Paul trusts God not only with his fate, but also with that of his enemies. Paul knows that God is the 
one who will protect him and judge his enemies. Therefore, he is content with following the example of his 
Savior and Lord while being falsely accused and threatened.  
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 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. When facing opposition, are you tempted to remain silent or respond with the same tactics as your enemy? Why 
does our response matter so much to our witness? 

3. How did Jesus respond to his enemies? How did Paul respond to his enemies?  

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life?  


