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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | When God Closes A Door 
(Acts 22:30-23:35) 

Overview. 
When threatened with flogging and in response to the anger of the Jews directed 
at him, Paul the Apostle asserts his rights as a Roman citizen and causes the 
tribune to convene a hearing of the Jewish council to sort through everything. 
Trials do not go well for God’s people. Jesus, Peter, John and Stephen all were 
mistreated and two were executed. The religious leaders are committed to 
stopping the growth of the Church. God is committed to its expansion.  
 
Lesson.  
When the council meets, Paul addresses them as “brothers” (23:1) but they're 
definitely not acting as family toward him. They are there to see him punished for 
blasphemy.  The high priest treats him with the same deceit and cunning as he 
does Jesus at his trial. Paul makes a strong accusation of hypocrisy against the 
high priest and is struck for his comment. In an act demonstrating his commitment 
to the law, Paul apologizes for speaking against the high priest (23:5).  

 
 

KEY VERSE 
Take courage, for as 
you have testified to 
the facts about me in 

Jerusalem, so you must 
testify also in Rome. 
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BIG IDEA 
God is committed to 
the expansion of the 
Church and nothing 

can stop him. 
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TAKE HOME  
We can trust God in the 
midst of uncertainty by 

remembering the 
words He has already 

spoken. 
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It is hard to know how strategic Paul is being when he appeals to his training as a Pharisee. This again 
causes the Sadducees and Pharisees to argue with one another. The conservative Sadducees find 
themselves now opposing the more progressive Pharisees over the issues of spirits and the resurrection 
(23:7-8). The Pharisees are willing to listen to Paul and consider the fact that maybe an angel talked with 
him. It is important to see that Paul does not claim to have rejected his heritage in light of his new faith in 
Jesus. Paul claims, “I am a Pharisee.” Luke consistently links Christianity with its Jewish heritage. Judaism 
is not some archaic faze that enlightened Christians have outgrown.  This leads the Pharisees on the 
council to conclude, “We find nothing wrong with this man” (23:9). 

But this does not win Paul his freedom. The council turns violent against Paul and one another, causing 
him to be removed for his own safety and taken back to the Roman barracks. And it is there that the Lord 
stands by Paul and gives him this command, “Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about 
me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”  

The Lord commands Paul to take courage. Instead of 
getting Paul out of this dangerous situation, He promises 

to use him through it. 
Jesus commands Paul to take courage. This is something he is going to need because he is not going to 
be free from danger. Therefore, he needs to prepare himself for the long road ahead. These words align 
closely with everything that God has already promised him. When Paul is converted on the Damascus 
Road, he learns that he is, “a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings 
and the children of Israel. For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name” (9:15-16). 
Paul is also warned that his countrymen will not receive his message. Early in his ministry, Jesus 
commands him to, “Get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me” 
(22:18). But He promises that Paul’s ministry is going to be very wide in its outreach both ethnically and 
geographically by saying, “Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles” (22:21). 
  
A group of 40 formally commits to assassinate Paul, but when Paul's nephew hears about it, he reports it 
to Paul who directed him to speak directly to the tribune about the plot. Immediately, 200 soldiers with 70 
horsemen and 200 spearman transport Paul to Felix, the governor in Caesarea, by night with a letter 
explaining why all these measures needed to be taken.  
 
Jesus does not tell Paul everything that is about to happen to him. Instead of a day-by-day description of 
events, He promises him that one day he will see Rome and preach the Gospel there. Until then, Paul is 
committed to trusting that God will be faithful to everything He has spoken to him. 
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 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. Do you take more encouragement from your circumstances or God's promised presence in the midst of your 
circumstances? Be honest!  

3. Why do you believe God is so vague with His instruction to His followers? How should we respond when we do 
not know exactly how God is going to work everything out in our life? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life?  


