
 

Loving to the End 
(Revelation 2:1-7) 

 
Revelation opens with a promise - actually, a couple of promises. The first one comes in the word “revelation” 
itself. This letter from God to John to the churches is an uncovering of what will happen to the churches and those 
tempting and harassing them. Isn't it ironic that this book, surrounded by so much speculation and confusion, was 
intended to clarify God's plan for the seven churches in Asia Minor (Rev 2-3)? 
 
The second promise is directed to the one who hears and obeys what is revealed (1:3). The Revelation was not 
merely to outline future events; its purpose was to instruct and command first-century Christians to live faithfully 
under Roman occupation and influence. The vision uncovers future judgments against those who choose to 
worship the beast and his image. This serves as a promise and warning to the Christians in Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. 
 
Each of these letters sounds like the prophetic words from the Old Testament. They begin with a "thus says the 
Lord" and a description of God's divine appraisal of their situation and behavior. It includes a call to repentance to 
avoid God's impending judgment. The message ends with a reward promised to everyone who hears and remains 
faithful to the end.  
 
This week we learn from God's instruction to the church in Ephesus. 
 
Ephesus was the largest city in the region and one of the five largest in the entire Roman empire. Its population was 
ethnically diverse, including Greeks, Romans, and Jews. It also was the Roman administrative center for the whole 
province. Of particular importance was the imperial cult that thrived in the city. It included a colossal statue of Titus 
Vespasian in a military pose. This is the one who demolished Jerusalem and the temple in AD 70. Many local 
religions existed in the city; the most famous cult was Artemis, sister of Apollos. Her temple was one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world. This is also the city where the apostle Paul preached and discipled for 2 1/2 years. 
The apostle John was also an elder in Ephesus and wrote his letters (maybe even his gospel?) to the same people. 
 
First, we see Jesus grasping powerfully the seven stars in His hand. This demonstrates God's/Jesus's presence and 
power over His people. The resurrected Jesus knows their situation and, more than that, He claims to know 
their works. This reminds us that faith never remains an inner working but always expresses itself in action (James 
2:17-18; Hebrews 11).  
 
The labor described is used elsewhere in the New Testament to describe either discipleship or sharing the gospel (1 
Cor 3:8; 1 Thess 3:5). The critical Christian quality of patient endurance is used throughout the Revelation to 
describe how Christians respond to cultural seduction and persecution. The Ephesians are unwilling to tolerate evil. 
They are discerning between good and evil doctrines and people. These Christians have remained faithful to the 
name of Jesus without growing weary (1:3). 
 



The admirable start to this letter makes the sudden correction of the Ephesians even more startling. It appears 
their good work is nothing without love. Most likely, when they receive this instruction, the church has existed for 
almost 40 years. It is impossible to determine from the text itself whether they have lost their love for God or love 
for one another. In either case, these two ideas are inseparable since we cannot claim to love God without loving 
our brothers and sisters in Christ (1 Jn 4:20). 
 
Interestingly, they are known for doctrinal purity. Jesus praises them for remaining faithful to His teaching but cites 
their failure to demonstrate love. Most likely, their commitment to the truth clouded their judgment to love one 
another like Jesus commanded. It is a necessary reminder that love guides us as we guard the truth. Love is how we 
express our commitment to follow the words and spirit of Jesus. 
 
The call to repent is mentioned twice (1:5). Change is needed or Jesus will come in judgment against them. The 
seriousness of the situation surprises people, but it shows that the heart of Christian discipleship expects us to 
remain faithful to Jesus and His people. We know nothing about the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Still, the church in 
Ephesus is praised for hating their sinful practice.  
 
This first letter ends with a strong challenge for the church to hear what the Spirit says to all the churches, not just 
their own (1:7). What does it mean? There are specific things God affirms or rebukes in our own lives, and there are 
also lessons we can learn from our brothers and sisters around us. Praiseworthy actions should be emulated, and 
blameworthy behaviors and attitudes should be hated and condemned. Finally, Jesus promises that those 
who hear and obey His instruction will overcome/conquer and receive the right to eat from the tree of life in the 
paradise of God. This was taken from Adam and Eve because of their sinfulness but restored for those who 
patiently endure to the end. 
 
God knows if we are working hard and not tolerating evil people. God expects us to test those who make claims 
about Him falsely and to not grow weary in remaining doctrinally committed to the gospel handed down by the 
apostles themselves. He also warns that we must do so lovingly. Remember to care for one another as we 
challenge, encourage and discipline one another in our shared journey. Love cannot ignore the truth, and the truth 
demands love. Only to those Christians and churches committed to this kind of living will God reward in the new 
heaven and new earth.   
 

 
 

Discussion 
 
1. What are some specific ways that you see the Church today accommodating with our culture? Is this true for 

you as well? 
2. What are the sins Jesus strongly commends and condemns in the Ephesian church? 
3. Are you more committed to the doctrine of love or the doctrine of truth? Why is it wrong to pit these against 

one another? 
4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
 

Loving heavenly father, we thank you for telling us the truth about ourselves. We confess that it can be hard to hear, 
but your words are always true and loving. Teach us to be committed to the truth about you. Teach us to hate sinful 
ideas and behaviors, first in ourselves and also in others. Teach us to speak the truth in love. We praise you for 
demonstrating perfect love and perfect truth in Jesus, your son and our savior. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
 


