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LG RESOURCE 
Thinking Like God Thinks (2.1-16) 

Overview. 

God's ways are different than the ways of the world. God demonstrates this by choosing 

worldly-foolish means (the cross) and worldly people (low status) to demonstrate his 

greatness. But does this mean that our thinking and behavior is silly and meaningless? No. It 

just means that the world's way toward godliness is broken because of sin which leads to 

selfishness. Since we cannot boast in anything but God alone and what he has accomplished 

for us, we must adopt his way of thinking, which is true wisdom. This is demonstrated best in 

the person, ministry, and teachings of Jesus. 
 

Lesson. 

In the Roman world, which was deeply influenced by Greek rhetoric and philosophy, each 

city was filled with great speakers with great minds who could marvel people with deep 

content and flattering words. Paul underscores that this was not his method when he preached 

the gospel to them. There was something fundamentally different with his message than the 

messages they were hearing from everyone else. 
 

The core difference was that Paul's message centered around Jesus. It wasn't about a way of 

living as much as it was the person of Jesus and his way of living. It wasn't a philosophy of 

life as much as it was the person of Jesus and his life. It wasn't about spirituality as much as it 

was the person of Jesus and his spirit dwelling in us. Without Jesus, our best way of living, 

philosophy of life, and spirituality degenerates into personalized agendas and selfish living. 
 

Paul also points out that the central teaching about Jesus is around his crucifixion. It isn't 

Jesus the great teacher or Jesus the political revolutionary. It was Jesus and him crucified 
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(2.2). Paul also underscores that his preaching came to them in weakness and fear and 

trembling. This doesn't mean that Paul was not confident in his message or his speaking 

ability, but he understood the weight of his message and with great humility (fear and 

trembling) boldly preached the Spirit’s power (2.5). 
 

This means that there is a wisdom in our message but it is not of the worldly kind. Worldly 

thoughts are doomed to pass away with time. God's revelation, on the other hand, endures. 

Paul reminds the Corinthian Christians that his words are a secret wisdom from God given to 

him for them. The idea of a secret wisdom from God is something his audience would be 

familiar with. A group of teachers known as Gnostics would pass on a secret knowledge that 

was given to them by god. The gospel is very different than theirs because Paul's information 

was given to him through the coming of Jesus into human history then dying on a cross and 

being raised back to life. 
 

All of this ultimately ends in the salvation of the Corinthian Christians. Their new lives set 

them apart in a completely different way than the world they live in. People without the Spirit 

cannot know the things of God. Paul points out, because of God’s saving grace in Jesus, the 

saints in Corinth now have the mind of Christ in them. This not only saves them from God’s 

judgment, but it simultaneously changes them into a united community living holy lives for 

God. 
 

Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. Read Philippians 4.7. What does this text promise God will do for your heart and mind? 

Have you experienced this? 

3. Read Colossians 1.9-10. What does this prayer promise believers? Why would Paul pray 

for this if it wasn’t possible? 

4. Do you believe you have the mind of Christ (2.16)? Why or why not? 

5. How does this text help explain to us why certain people never fully 

understand/appreciate/accept the gospel? How does this affect how we share the good 

news of Jesus? 

6. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our repent/believe cycle.) 


