
GO | GATHER | GROW   January 21, 2018 

 

LG RESOURCE 
God’s Way and Not the World’s Way (1.18-31) 
 

Overview. 

In Acts 18, Luke records that Paul left Athens and traveled to Corinth where he preached the 

gospel and established the church over a period of 18 months. During this time, he served as a 

tentmaker, supporting himself and his ministry. The people of Corinth knew him well. They 

also understood the stark contrast between the gospel of God and the philosophies of their 

day. The gospel stood diametrically opposed to the way of life they assumed was right and 

normal. The gospel does this in Corinth and Athens and Jerusalem and New York and 

Stillwater. 
 

 

Lesson. 

What if the gospel isn't something we try to figure out, but instead something we try to accept, 

value, and appreciate? This is an important distinction that needs to be made because it is easy 

for us to trade the truth of the gospel for the benefits of the gospel. 
 

Let me explain… 

Example #1. The way of God fits perfectly with his design for us. To live according to his 

instruction is the best way for us to live. Therefore, we should encourage people to follow 

God’s way because it makes their lives better.  
 

Example #2. God made relational beings. He gave us the natural desire and need for both 

friends and family. Therefore, we should act like family toward one another and people will 

be drawn to our way of life and message. 
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I could list many more examples proving God's way is best when applied to the management 

of our finances, the foundations of our marriage, or the parenting of our children. The 

examples that I have given are true. God's design is best and we should follow it. The problem 

becomes when we bypass the central truth of God’s salvation through Jesus (the message of 

the cross) with the natural benefits of living life in his Kingdom and under his gracious plan. 
 

In First Corinthians 1.18-31, Paul reminds the Corinthians the message of the cross is not 

something that anyone can figure out on their own. It sounds foolish to those who are lost. For 

this reason, many will reject the need for faith in Jesus as a substitute for their religious work. 

Belief in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus sounds unbelievable.  
 

There is a tendency for everyone to make the ideas we believe sensible to everyone around us. 

We try to explain both what we believe and why we believe it. Paul reminds the Corinthians 

to not succumb to a worldly way of thinking when thinking about God and themselves. The 

reason for this is that from the beginning, God uses the foolishness of the world to 

demonstrate his superiority over it. God demonstrates his power by using those who are weak, 

in the world’s eyes, as his picture of strength. God demonstrates his brilliance by using those 

who are foolish, in the world’s eyes, as his picture of wisdom. God demonstrates his economy 

by using those who are poor, in the world’s eyes, as his picture of rich. 
 

Why does God do this? Because in the end, he alone deserves all honor, glory, and praise. 

There is no room for any of us to brag about our smarts, abilities, and prowess. Any gloating 

we do should boast in what God has accomplished for us in Jesus. 
 

Questions…  

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. Were you converted to Jesus or the benefits that flow from following Jesus? Why is this an 

important question to ask and answer? 

3. What are some of the benefits of our faith that we are quick to highlight when witnessing 

to our family and friends? 

4. Are you comfortable with the foolishness of the gospel? 

5. Discuss what it means to boast in the Lord. Why is it foolish to boast in anything else? 

6. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our repent/believe cycle.) 


