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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | Completely Sold Out  
(Acts 22:22-29) 

Overview. 
This section begins with the third of three encounters Paul has in Jerusalem. The 
first was Paul’s meeting with James and the church. The second was the 
confrontation with religious zealots who believed Paul had desecrated the 
Temple. Finally, there is Paul’s imprisonment in Jerusalem at the Antonia Fortress. 
Paul had been flogged before, but this time he appeals to his rights as a Roman 
citizen to avoid being beaten. Is he near the breaking point? Or is he still sold out to 
the mission no matter what it costs him? 
 
Lesson.  
The Jews were willing to listen to Paul when they agreed with him, but when their 
deepest convictions were being confronted, they closed their ears, minds, and 
hearts. Then they attacked. These were his people that he loved and he was willing 
to do whatever it took to bring them to the saving truth of trusting Jesus with their 
sin. Paul goes so far to claim, “For I wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh (Romans 
9:3). Paul’s love for them is real and his willingness to persist is evident. But Paul 

 
 

KEY VERSE 
The tribune also was 
afraid, for he realized 
that Paul was a Roman 
citizen and that he had 

bound him. 
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BIG IDEA 

Paul is completely sold 
out to the Gospel, even 

when those he loves 
refuse to listen. 
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TAKE HOME  
We should remain sold 

out even when those 
we are closest to are 

stubbornly rebellious. 
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cannot save his people - only Jesus can. Paul was convinced that salvation came from faith in God’s plan 
of salvation through His son, Jesus Christ. The uncompromising rebellion of his people did not deter Paul 
from his devotion to Jesus. He remained completely sold out to the mission of God. 

The Romans then take their turn attacking Paul. Probably because there was a serious language barrier, 
the Roman Commander considered it necessary to flog Paul as a means to getting to the bottom of the 
problem. It is here that Paul brings up the fact that as a Roman citizen, it is unlawful to flog him as a means 
of interrogation. Why does Paul use this privilege here? Is he tired of being beaten? Is he at a breaking 
point? 

In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul lists all the hardships he has faced: “Five times I received at the 
hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. 
Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from 
rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger 
in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless 
night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure (2 Cor. 11:23-27). His reputation, and 
particularly his devotion to Christ and to the Corinthian church, has been questioned so he goes into great 
detail to emphasize just how committed he is to the Gospel. 

Paul is leveraging his past to advance the spread of the 
gospel. He uses everything to help others know the truth 

about God and the plan of salvation through Jesus. 
Instead of Paul being ready to cry, “Uncle!” he seems as determined as ever to use everything at his 
disposal to continue his ministry. It seems like he is always leveraging his past to advance the spread of 
the Gospel. This is similar to what happened in Philippi. It was only after being beaten that he reminded the 
guards of his citizenship in order to advance the Gospel. Here he uses it so that they might see there is no 
point in interrogating him by flogging. He is more than willing to explain why the Jews hate him if they are 
willing to listen.  
 
But Paul didn’t take all that punishment just for Jesus. He did it for the opportunity to continue to care for 
the people of God - for Christ’s Church. Paul remains determined to remain faithful to his mission no matter 
how stubborn and relentless his opposition is or how painful and physically abusive his attackers become. 
Paul matches every evil action with a faithful response. He and his companions follow the supreme 
example of Jesus. He is the one who called them. He is the one who will give them the strength to 
persevere. He is the one who will bring them into their eternal reward.  
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 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. How do you feel when everything you do is not enough to help those around you? Are you ever tempted to relax 
your devotion to God and His plan because of the stubbornness in the people you love? 

3. Paul uses his privilege sparingly. Why is it encouraging for us to see just how devoted others are to Jesus? How 
does the passion of others strengthen you? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life?  


