
 

 

You Need, Have, and are a Priest 
(Hebrews 5:1-10 and Revelation 5:8-10) 

 
Priests were God's idea.  
 
God chose them to represent him to the people and the people to himself. Their importance to the community 
didn't come from what they did (their function) but from what God called them to be (their identity). They were 
assigned a special place in the Israelite community to guide, serve, and encourage their people to worship YHWH 
God. Interestingly, YHWH liberated Israel from Egypt's bondage to worship him (Ex 5:1-4).  
 
During this formative time in Israel's history, YHWH strikes down the firstborn of Egypt and demands for himself the 
firstborn of every Israelite family as his own (Ex 13:2). But when the Tabernacle was built, God accepted the entire 
tribe of Levi in place of all the firstborn of Israel to serve him and minister to himself and all the people. YHWH 
commands Moses, "Take the Levites in place of every firstborn among the Israelites, and the Levites' cattle in place 
of their cattle. The Levites belong to me; I am the Lord" (Num 3:45). 
 
Priests were special. 
 
Not only were they chosen by him, but they were also expected to remain spotless and pure. Any priest with a 
deformity or illness was removed from his post (Lev 21). The high standard set for priests was designed to reflect 
the perfect nature of YHWH God. Even among the priests, not all of them were given the same responsibilities. God 
singled out one family of Levites to be the High Priest. Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest 
entered the holiest place to offer a sacrifice to atone for people's sins. This doesn't mean the High Priest was 
perfect. Before he could offer up the sacrifice on behalf of all Israel, first, his own sins needed to be forgiven.  
 
God has always extended mercy to his people. He graciously selects a representative and lovingly forgives them for 
their shortcomings before him by accepting their sacrifice as a substitute for them. The long list of physical 
restrictions and ethical demands for each priest was daunting. Who could measure up? There never was a perfect 
priest.  
 
Until Jesus. 
 



Jesus was anointed (Christ means Anointed One) to serve as a priest for his people. He will save his people from 
their sins (Matt 1:21) because he is rightly named "God with us" (Matt 1:23). For everything the priest needed to 
do, Jesus Christ did perfectly. Instead of needing to have his own sins forgiven before offering a sacrifice for others, 
sinless Jesus was able to take on our sin and free us from God's wrath and righteous judgment.  Jesus was the 
perfect sacrifice and perfect priest. Jesus succeeded where every priest failed. Jesus was the perfect representation 
of God to humanity and humanity to God! But Jesus did not stop there. 
 
Jesus makes us priests. 
 
Jesus makes us into a new royal priesthood. As his followers, re-made in his image, we now serve him and his world 
as priests. Through his power, we currently represent God in the world and to the world. We act as representatives. 
This is the promise we read in The Revelation. In chapters 1:5-6 and 5:10-11, the church is pictured as a "kingdom 
of priests." We are made holy through his sacrifice. His Holy Spirit empowers us to guide, serve, and encourage 
other priestly followers in worship. 
 
In one sense, all of Israel was intended to represent God to the nations. What Aaron did for the people, the Levites 
did to the other tribes, and is what Israel did to the nations. There is something beautiful and symbolic in being a 
representative to God and for God. We are called and perfected to fulfill God's picture and plan of redemption and 
restoration. 
 
Do you feel like you measure up to all that God expects from you? As you hear the list of rules and expectations for 
a priest, a saint, do you feel unworthy? The reality and good news is that you are (unworthy), and yet because of 
God's love and plan, you have been chosen to be a priest. You are his priest, because he has made you perfect by 
the work of Jesus Christ that you have received by faith (Heb 10:14). God's grace not only saves you but also makes 
you into who you are, a perfect priest. We are being made perfect by the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit and the 
Word of God. Therefore, with joy and confidence, let us represent God to the world and the world to God. 
 

 
 

Discussion 
 
1. Read Leviticus 21. Why were there so many restrictions? 
2. Last week we learned about the holiness of God. This is probably a word you are cautious to use about yourself. 

How do you feel about considering yourself to be a priest? 
3. Jesus is God and the only perfect priest. Why is this so important to our understanding of salvation (sacrifice) 

and service (priest)? 
4.  Priests represent people to God and God to people. Why are both important and how do we function as both? 
5.  How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 

Dear God, we thank you for your design and plan for us. We are humbled by the perfection you expect from those 
who serve as priests. We are grateful for your grace every time we fail. Most of all we thank you for our perfect 
priest, Jesus, our high priest and Savior. We also thank you for calling us into service in your Kingdom as a priest. 
Give us awareness and strength to represent you faithfully to the world. We ask all this for your sake. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
 
 


