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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | How to Give Your Testimony  
(Acts 21:27-22:21) 

Overview. 
The famous conversion of Saul on the road to Damascus is recorded in Acts 9, but it is 
also found in chapters 22 and 26. In the first instance, Luke is explaining it as part of the 
Spirit’s work in the life of church. The next two times, Paul is re-telling his conversion 
while in prison and awaiting trial in Jerusalem and Caesarea. The first testimony of Paul’s 
conversion is spoken to a crowd of people who are falsely assessing Paul of disgracing 
his Jewish heritage. Paul shares his testimony of how God appeared to him and redirected 
his life.  
Lesson.  
Paul was determined to go to Jerusalem. He explained to the Ephesian Elders that he was 
aware of the trouble that would most likely come to him when he arrived. He underlines the 
fact that the Holy Spirit consistently testifies that for Paul, trouble and persecution wait for 
him wherever he goes. Persecution, however, isn’t going to redirect him. 

When Paul arrives in Jerusalem, James and the leaders of the church insist that Paul go to 
the Temple with four men who are about to complete their vow and go through a ritual of 
purification. They encourage Paul to pay for their expenses in order to demonstrate that he 
is not against the Law of Moses.  

 
KEY VERSE 

You will be a witness 
for Him to everyone of 

what you have seen 
and heard. 
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BIG IDEA 

The purposes of God 
are enough to give 
strength in spite of 
fierce opposition. 
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LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible together, discussing relevant issues & serving together. 

 
 

TAKE HOME  
When we encounter 

God, our lives become 
wrapped up in His 

purposes. 
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The accusation of bringing a Gentile (Trophimus of Ephesus) into the Temple area was enough to start a riot. Such 
an action was strictly forbidden. The Temple consisted of a series of courtyards, each one more restrictive, leading 
into the Temple itself. Trophimus would have been allowed in the farthest area, the courtyard of the Gentiles, but he 
would not be allowed beyond there. At the gate leading to the next courtyard was a sign that read, “No Gentile to 
defile our temple on pain of death.” 

Was Paul guilty of the accusations against him? Did he reject the Law and encourage others to do the same? When 
we read Paul’s letters, we clearly see that he emphasizes that salvation comes apart from the Law of Moses (Rom 
3:21; Gal 2:15; Phil 3:9). But it is false to accuse him of instructing other Jews to stop practicing their own 
observance of the Law. In fact, Paul describes his ministry philosophy very clearly in 1 Cor 9:20, "To the Jews I 
became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the Law I became as one under the Law that I might win 
those under the Law.” He also spoke very positively of the Law (Rom 7:12; Gal 3:21; 1 Tim 1:8). 

Paul is not guilty of what the Jews are accusing him, but the truth about Paul’s message doesn’t matter. Instead, a 
mob of people are going to take him away and try to kill him (21:31). Notice the similarities between Jesus’ last days 
and what Paul is experiencing. The crowd was beating Paul when he was rescued by a commander of Roman 
troops. These troops, possibly 200 or more, would have been stationed at the Antonia Fortress located at the NW 
corner of the Temple Mount. They were stationed there in order to keep close watch over any disturbance that 
happened in the Temple area.  

When Paul encountered Jesus, he chose to build his life on 
Him instead of stumbling over Him. 

The last words about the Temple in Acts are found here as Paul is seized and dragged away. The Temple plays a 
prominent role in Luke’s material. He alone has the story of Jesus being dedicated at the Temple. He alone tells of 
Jesus being left by his parents at the Temple when he was 12. Luke ends the account of Jesus being tempted with 
Satan taking Jesus to the height of the Temple. Luke’s gospel concludes with the disciples teaching in the Temple 
area. The last words about the Temple in Acts are a description of its gates being shut on the Apostle Paul and his 
message of salvation through faith in Jesus. 
 
Paul’s passion has always been for God’s glory. He has relentlessly served Him and tried to be obedient to His 
commands. Paul’s new faith in Jesus as Messiah in no way abandons his zeal and commitment to God. As Paul 
shares his conversion experience, he emphasizes the continuity of his faith. God is the one who commissioned him 
to preach the good news to the Gentiles. Like Jesus and Stephen before him, Paul is about to realize that there are 
those who are incapable of repenting and believing the truth about God’s plan of salvation. As Peter writes, “Behold, 
I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 
 
Jesus is that rock. Paul decided to build his life upon Him and not stumble over Him! 
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 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. Paul goes to great lengths to prove he is not against the Law and the Temple. Why does he stress the continuity 
between his old way of life and his new way of life? 

3. Everywhere Paul goes, trouble follows. The Spirit promised this would be the theme of his life in service to God. 
How should his struggle both challenge and encourage us? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life?  


