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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | Perfectly Responding to the Gospel  

(Acts 2.36-41)  

Overview. 

The sermon at Pentecost is recognized as the birth of the church. During this event, 

the outpouring of the Spirit proved to be the promise Jesus gave his disciples 

before his ascension. The Spirit empowered the disciples, particularly Peter, with 

the courage and words to speak about Jesus. Today we read about the peoples’ 

response to gospel. 

Lesson. 

The supernatural origin of the power given to the disciples by the Spirit caused the 

people to wonder what was happening. Peter’s conclusion to the events was 

supported by the Scriptures (OT). He taught the people in Acts 2 that the promises 

found in Joel 2 were happening right before their eyes, reminding that the promises 

of God are trustworthy and many. The sermon taught the people that Jesus was 
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their promised Messiah, but instead of receiving him as their King, the people of Israel rejected him and 

crucified him.  

What was God’s response to those who rejected and killed his son? First, God raised him from the dead - 

proving his identity as his/their Messiah. Second, God commanded and empowered Jesus’ followers to preach 

the truth about Jesus and God’s plan of salvation through faith in him. God doesn’t immediately reject them. 

Instead, God creates an opportunity for them to rethink their actions and repent (change their mind). He also 

offers the blessing of his Spirit to dwell in them. 

“God returns our rebellion with the loving sacrifice of his son and through him the 

hope of eternal life through faith in his sacrifice for us.” 

None of this makes human sense, but it is the wisdom and purpose of God. His character is loving, gracious, 

and merciful. He knows our wickedness and chooses to redeem us anyway. He knows we are unworthy yet he 

sends his son to die and redeem us in spite of our wickedness and rebellion. 

Take another look at the final words of Peter: “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God 

has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” (v.37) Peter clearly and passionately 

explains the plan and promise of God. His message doesn’t conclude with an explicit threat of God’s 

judgment for their actions against their Messiah. When the people heard the truth of the gospel - good news - 

they were able to deduce for themselves the consequences of their sin. They were cut to the heart and wanted 

to know how to fix the predicament they were in.  

God’s kindness led them to repent and receive his gift of peace and salvation. 
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 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. Discuss the sermon in Acts 2 again, paying close attention to all the ways God demonstrated his 

kindness and mercy to people who mistreat and reject their Messiah. 

3. Why is it God’s kindness that leads us to repentance? How does God’s kindness convict our hearts? See 

Romans 2.4 and Ephesians 2.1-10. 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


