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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | The Birth of the Church (Acts 2.1-36) 

Overview. 

On the day of Pentecost, as all the disciples are gathered together in one place, the 

Holy Spirit comes and fills them all, causing them to proclaim the works of God to 

the crowds in other languages. Peter then stands to declare that they are witnessing 

the beginning of a new era, the era of the Spirit which has been poured out by the 

resurrected Jesus. 

Lesson. 

In Acts 1.4-11, we saw Jesus tell his disciples that they will be his witnesses 

throughout the world, but only after they have received power from the Holy Spirit 

to do so. Then in Acts 1.12-26, we read about the disciples actively waiting for the 

Spirit that Jesus had promised. In Acts 2, we see the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise 

as the Spirit is poured out on all the believers, empowering them for the task they 

had been given.  

 

KEY VERSE 
“And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit gave them utterance.” 
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BIG IDEA 
God’s presence, leading, 

and power are provided to 

the Church through his 

Holy Spirit. 
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LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible together, discussing relevant issues & serving together 

 

 

TAKE-HOME 
Our desire should be for 

God’s Spirit to fill us so 

that our work will spring 

from his resulting power. 

3 



 

 2 

This happens on the Day of Pentecost, which takes place 50 days after Passover (the weekend of Jesus’ 

crucifixion and resurrection). Luke tells us the believers were all gathered together in one place when 

suddenly they heard a sound like a violent wind, and then saw what looked like tongues of fire dividing and 

resting over each one of them. Then Luke says, “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

That word “all” is important. It’s a favorite word of Luke’s and he uses it a lot in this chapter. He takes pains 

to make clear that this empowering of the Spirit is not for special or unique individuals (though people may 

receive unique levels of giftedness or empowering). The Spirit—his presence, his leading, his power—are 

available to the whole Church, and to every member of it. This seems to be what Peter is getting at when he 

quotes Joel 2, saying, “In the last days…I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.” 

This filling with the Spirit results in the believers pouring out into the streets, testifying to the “mighty works 

of God” in many different languages. Two things to make note of here. First, we see that God is not only 

ready to pour his Spirit out on all who belong to Him, He also makes this offer to all those who do not yet 

belong to Him. The disciples’ witnessing in multiple languages hints at this idea that the Spirit will eventually 

take the Gospel to the whole world. The second thing to notice is that this pattern (filling leads to ministry) 

will hold true throughout the book of Acts. The Spirit does not come upon believers for their enjoyment alone. 

Time and time again, his filling propels them out into mission. 

In Acts 2 we see the beginning of something that will repeatedly play out, not only in the book of Acts, but 

throughout Church history. When Jesus calls the Church to a specific task, He does not leave them to 

complete that task on their own. He is the one who does the work through His people, by His Spirit. And 

though we have no control over the Spirit, we can live in a way that allows Him to control us. We can seek 

Him through prayer and fasting and worship. We can live in a posture of obedience, ready to follow when He 

gives the command. And we can humbly ask for more of what He offers—greater power, presence, and 

leading for the mission of Jesus. 
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 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. Are you guilty of expecting more or less from the Spirit than is promised to us in the Bible?  In what 

ways? 

3. Can you think of a time when it seemed that the Spirit moved in your life in new and fresh ways, giving 

you greater joy in Jesus or greater power for ministry? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


