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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | Life In Christ 
(Acts 21.1-16) 

Overview. 
This week, we will see Paul, led by the Spirit, go to Jerusalem despite the people of God 
pleading with him not to. He goes anyway because he’s looking for someone who was 
also willing to be imprisoned and die.    
Lesson.  
Some believe a better title for Acts would be “Acts of the Holy Spirit” because of how much 
the Spirit is calling the shots. But what happens when it seems like the Spirit is saying 
contradictory things? Why does Paul seem to ignore the Spirit speaking through the people 
and do what he believes the Spirit is telling him to do?  
 
In today’s text, we are once again told of Paul’s travel schedule as he headed back to 
Jerusalem at the end of his third and final missionary journey. In Acts 19.21, it says that 
Paul was “resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and go to 
Jerusalem,” and then on to Rome. In Acts 20.22-23, Paul says he is “going to Jerusalem, 
constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy 
Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.” Then in 21.4, it 

 
 

KEY VERSE 
For I am ready not only 
to be imprisoned but 

even to die in 
Jerusalem for the name 

of the Lord Jesus. 

Acts 21.13b 
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BIG IDEA 
Life in Christ naturally 
and normally happens 
as we look to the one 

who died to give us life.   
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TAKE HOME 

Focus on Jesus more  
this week. Examine his 

life. Reflect on his 
death. Marvel at his 

resurrection. 
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says that “through the Spirit [the Christians in Tyre] were telling Paul not to go on to Jerusalem.” Finally, in 21.11-12 
the Spirit speaks through Agabas to remind Paul what will happen to him in Jerusalem, and the people, even his 
travel companion Luke, plead with him not to go! Yet Paul still goes. 
 
We have so much information at our fingertips that when there is something we “can’t know” it drives us crazy. 
Chances are that if you have been following Jesus for any amount of time, this text bothers you a little. We really 
believe we need to know exactly how the Spirit works. “Is it that the people get the Spirit wrong? Does Paul disobey 
the Spirit? How does this work?!” We have to know how it all works. The Bible rarely (if ever) answers that question. 
But this text does expect us to trust that the Spirit is not contradicting himself. Luke, who is a part of the “we” in 
verse 12, knows both sides and yet is able to say, “Let the will of the Lord be done.”  What if the Spirit convicts 
people differently? What if discerning the Spirit isn’t scientific? What if there is something bigger going on here than 
Paul’s safety? Paul seems to be seeing something (or someone) that is leading him to danger (and greater joy).  
 
It’s usually at this time that we can be tempted to look at Paul as some kind of hero. After all, what he says in verse 
13 sounds like one of those climactic moments in a movie when the hero “digs down deep” with courage to do the 
impossible. Hollywood is blinding us. No, the point of this is not Paul’s heroics, but it’s Jesus. Looking to Paul is not 
the answer. If Paul knew we were trying to make him out to be a hero, I think he would have flipped his lid! 
 

Paul wasn’t looking to himself, so why should we. Jesus 
should be our focus here, and there’s a lot of him to look at.  
The reason Paul could say what he said in verse 13 is because he was looking to the one who was first “ready not 
only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem.” Jesus knew what it was like to “set his face on Jerusalem” 
(Luke 9.51), to know he would suffer and be told by his friends not to go (Matt. 16.21-23), to be bound, to suffer 
and die better than anyone else. Looking to Jesus should always be the point, actually. Don’t look to Paul for doing 
something brave in light of the Gospel; look to the one who is the central focus of the Gospel. Look to Jesus who 
lived a perfect life because we can’t, died a sacrificial death so that we don’t have to, and had victory over death by 
raising to life so that we can and will someday. We were dead in our sins without him. We are alive in righteousness 
with him. We can have victory over sin because of him. He is our hope. He is our strength. He is our life. Life in Him 
happens as we look to Him and follow, as we look to Him and trust, as we look to Him and do what comes next. For 
Paul it was Jerusalem then Rome then execution. That was his life in Christ. What’s yours?   
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 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. In regard to the Spirit’s activity, why do we need to know “how it all works?” What’s driving this 
for us?  

3. Read Philippians 1.12-26. What sticks out to you in this? Looking again at vs. 18, 20-21, and 26, 
how do these verses help us see what Paul “sees” in Acts 21?   

4. Why are we tempted to try and find application by looking to the people in the Bible as heroes to 
emulate? What was Scot talking about when it said “Don’t do something; look at someone?” 

5. Read Colossians 3.1-4 and Hebrews 12.1-3. Why do we need to look to Jesus more?  

6. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


