
 

 1 

Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | The Church, Christ’s Body 

Overview. 
This week, we jump back to Acts, but not into any particular text. Instead, we’re looking 
at the importance of the Church through an overview of all Acts tells us about it.   
Lesson.  
In some ways, it’s difficult to make a case for the Church’s importance from the book of 
Acts. Luke is writing a history book, not a treatise. So there are no arguments given for why 
a person ought to be involved in church, and there are no explicit theological statements 
about the Church’s significance or importance. Luke is simply telling us what happened in 
and through the Church after Jesus ascended to heaven.  

But this doesn’t mean Acts has nothing to say about the Church’s importance. In telling us 
what the Church did, Luke actually tells us quite a bit about why it matters. For example, 
Luke opens Acts by telling us that his first book (the Gospel of Luke) dealt with “all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up.” The implication being 
that the story he’s about to tell—the story of the Church—is the story of Jesus’ continued 
work in the world. Then several verses later, he explains an important part of that work, 
when Jesus tells the Apostles that they are to be his witnesses, “to the end of the earth.” 

 
 

KEY VERSE 
There is one body and 
one Spirit—just as you 
were called to the one 
hope that belongs to 

your call. 

Ephesians 4.4 
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BIG IDEA 
We ought to value the 
Church because God 

values the Church. 
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TAKE HOME 

Love the Body of Christ 
and invest yourself in it. 
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So In the first eight verses alone, we learn that the Church is a Spirit-empowered representative of Jesus that brings 
His Gospel to the world. 

In chapter 5, we read the bizarre, scary story of Ananias and Sapphira, who were struck dead for lying about their 
gifts to the Church. This may seem like a strange event to record, but in doing so, Luke gives us a glimpse of God’s 
passion for his Church’s purity. We see that he is willing to take drastic measures to protect this young Church from 
a cancer that could destroy it from the inside out. At the end of this chapter (5.39), Luke declares, through the words 
of Gamaliel, that the Church is a movement that cannot be overthrown, echoing the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 
16.18. In chapter 8, Luke demonstrates this by describing the great persecution that the Church endured, and the 
spreading of the Gospel that resulted from it. This theme of multiplication and growth is repeated throughout the 
book of Acts (2.47; 6.7; 9.31; 16.5), as is the idea of God’s using His Word and His apostles to strengthen and 
build up His Church (9.31; 15.41; 16.5,40; 18.22-23; 20.32). We also see God’s care for the Church in providing 
elders who shepherd His people (14.23; 20.28). 

One of the key descriptions of the Church’s significance comes when Paul charges some of those elders to carefully 
watch over the Church. In this charge, he declares “The Holy Spirit has made you overseers to care for the church 
of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20.28). This reminder is significant. 

The Church matters because it belongs to God, whose Son 
purchased it at the price of his own blood. 

It’s true that Acts never makes any outright statements about why a person ought to be involved in church, or what 
kind of priority it should hold for us. But when we read through Luke’s book, we are given a pretty stunning picture of 
this thing called Church. This organization is the Spirit-empowered Body of Christ, doing His work in this world. It’s a 
community that He guards and protects through discipline, teaching, and godly leaders. It’s His sanctified people, 
obtained by His Son, and built up by His Spirit. There is no other body in the history of the world that can make 
claims like this. So the question for us should never be, “Do I have to go?” or “Does it really matter if I’m involved or 
not?”, but “Why would I not want to be a part of something this important?”  
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 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. Growing up, what was your family’s commitment level to church?  

3. As an adult, what has been your own practice when it comes to your involvement in church? Do 
you find it easy to value and desire investment in the Body, or has that been difficult for you? Why? 

4. Read Ephesians 4.1-16. How does Paul describe Christian maturity in this passage? How does 
this differ from the way we often talk about it? 

5. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life?  


