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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | Our Plans and Divine Detours  (Acts 
20.1-16) 

Overview. 
Before Jesus returned to Heaven, He promised His disciples they would proclaim the truth 
about God's Kingdom being established on the earth. The Kingdom recognized Jesus as 
God's Anointed One (King) and the church (literally “called-out ones” as His people. So 
everywhere Paul traveled, he preached the good news of salvation and established 
Kingdom outposts around the Roman Empire. After establishing new churches, Paul and 
his companions helped these churches grow by training leaders to model Christian living and 
teaching obedience to the teaching of Jesus. For the final eight chapters of Acts, no new 
churches will be established, but many churches will receive encouragement from its 
founding missionaries. The ongoing work of the Church is the supernatural integration of our 
plans into God’s purpose. 
 
Lesson.  
Encouragement was a big part of Paul's ministry to the Church (16:5; 18:23). The purpose of 
encouragement is to strengthen believers since there are numerous trials and difficulties. 
Church leaders were expected to exhort disciples to discern between true and false gospels. 
This requires a leadership determined to expose false teachings and false ways of living. 

 
 

KEY VERSE 
Paul sent for the disciples, 

and after encouraging 

them, he said farewell and 

departed. 
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BIG IDEA 
The ongoing work of the 

Church is the supernatural 

integration of our plans 

into God’s purpose. 
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TAKE HOME  
Trust in God’s leading as 

you serve Him. 
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Unexamined beliefs and practices lead to weak disciples. Although the Christian faith is more than an intellectual 
exercise, it definitely requires people’s intentional examination. 

Paul is preparing to leave Greece, Macedonia, and Asia so that he can return to Jerusalem. There are strong 
similarities between the way Luke described Jesus resolutely moving towards Jerusalem (Lk. 9:51) and Paul’s resolve 
to return to Jerusalem (Acts 20:22). This plan will preoccupy the rest of this chapter and when Paul finally returns, he 
will be imprisoned for the rest of Acts.  

In Philippians 1, Paul expresses his desire to leave this life and be with Christ. He writes these words from prison 
where death was a strong possibility. And yet Paul also is aware that his life is a blessing to other Jesus-followers. He 
believes it is a personal benefit for his life to end and the church’s benefit for him to remain alive. This perspective is 
wrapped up in his calling to preach and teach the gospel. His life will be spent in service to Christ’s church. Therefore, 
he leaves the timing out of his death and the direction of his life to God. Paul reminds the Ephesian elders of his 
passion to be faithful to God's purposes when he confesses, “I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to 
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of 
the grace of God” (20.24).  

Paul considers his life surrendered to the purposes of God and lives each day serving 
God and serving others. 

Luke is determined to describe the church in a way that matches reality. A major part of congregational life is spent 
making sure that the truth is taught accurately and that ministry is done correctly. This is why Luke focuses on the 
ministry of the divinely-appointed apostles and their companions. An intentional reading of Acts portrays the church 
spending much of its time gathering together, breaking bread, and worshiping God. They are not always pushing out, 
on the move, and appealing to unbelievers. Both aspects of church life are important for its health and are as natural 
as inhaling and exhaling. 

This first section in Acts 19 describes the travels of the Apostle Paul throughout Greece, Macedonia, and Asia. Luke 
repeatedly describes this part of the journey as under the direction of Paul. But this does not mean he is ignoring or 
neglecting the leading of the Spirit. In the book of Acts, we repeatedly see Jesus’ followers boldly making decisions 
and the Spirit empowering, directing and sometimes redirecting them. Unlike many of us today who wait for signs to 
validate God’s direction and plan, the early believers acted as though God would lead them along the way.  

This means the majority of their lives were spent simply doing what Christians were meant to do… loving God and 
loving others. This happened in the context of worship and communion. It happened in the home and in the 
marketplace. It happened in Jerusalem and Caesarea and Ephesus and Philippi and Athens. It happened when they 

 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck 

with you? 

2. Do you ever get stuck wondering about God’s plan for your life? 

3. Read the text again and notice how plain and simple this section is. Make note of the 

many times Luke describes Paul’s plans and intentions. What might this mean? 

4. Why is it important to see our plans and God’s plans integrating together into one 
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preached the gospel to believers and unbelievers. God doesn't have many plans. He has one plan - to be glorified by 
people who accept His offer of salvation through Jesus His only son. 


