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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | Cultures in Conflict (Acts 19.21-41) 

Overview. 
This text contains no teachings by Paul or any of his associates. It does not give an 
explanation of who Jesus is or how to live obediently under His direction. Instead, this 
text describes the frustration caused by the new believers in Ephesus. Last week we 
learned that when they witnessed true power, they repented of their trust in magic and 
burned the books they used to practice sorcery. The change in the religious climate of 
Ephesus brought with it an economic impact. The businesses financially connected to the 
worship of Artemis became concerned and attacked the associates of Paul.  
 
Lesson.  
Ephesus is one of the most important cities to understand when studying the New 
Testament. Ephesus has a strong connection to Acts, Ephesians, Colossians, 1-2 Timothy, 
the gospel of John, the letters of John, and Revelation. Therefore, understanding what it 
was like to be a Christian in Ephesus helps us understand these books of the Bible. 

Luke describes Paul, Priscilla, Aquila, and Apollos as being the first preach the Gospel in 
Ephesus. Paul begins by reasoning with the Jews in the synagogue (18:19) and Apollos 
continued the ministry when Paul sailed back to Antioch. It appears that through this 
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ministry the church began to grow (18:26). When Paul returns in his third missionary journey, he stays there for two 
years preaching and teaching daily in the hall of Tyrannus (19:9). Luke points out that Paul's teaching was so 
effective that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks (19:10).  

This means that Paul may have stayed longer in Ephesus than anywhere else - not including the time he spent 
under house arrest. The impact of his preaching caused people to put their faith in Jesus and reject their practice of 
using magic to control events and improve their life situation. They burned their books containing their magical 
incantations and relied on God's Word and Spirit.  

This fundamental change in the behavior of the Christians in Ephesus impacted those businesses associated with 
the pagan temple of Artemis. The temple was destroyed and rebuilt a series of times over hundreds of years. The 
temple that existed when Paul preached there was at its most glorious, containing 127 columns. Its fame spread 
throughout all Asia. 

The gospel changes people’s behavior so much that 
it affects the culture around them. 

What we see in the last story of Acts 19 is the implication of the Gospel on the lives of those who believed. By 
abandoning the temples, converts to Christianity upset the region’s religious, political and economic stability. Those 
making money by selling magic books and idols made of silver would have fewer customers because Christians no 
longer depended upon them. We see Christian doctrine and practice shaking cultural foundations. The teaching of 
Jesus causes people to restructure everything about their lives. 

It should make us wonder how our cultural practices align with the teachings of Jesus. We should carefully reflect on 
beliefs and practices that are more deeply shaped by culture than Scripture. The burning of magic books and 
abandoning the temple of Artemis is more a declaration for Jesus than a protest against paganism. But you can't 
have one without the other. Jesus clearly warned potential followers that they are either for Him or against Him (Lk 
11:23). The exclusive nature of the Gospel demands that we make choices about what we believe and how we live. 
Those choices have implications that could make us unpopular. This doesn't only happen in Ephesus. This doesn't 
only happen 2000 years ago. It happens whenever and wherever people follow the words of Jesus and line up 
opposed to the way of this world. 

Do you believe it is more likely that everything in our culture is morally neutral or that as Christians we have become 
desensitized? 

This doesn't mean that we should proactively look for practices and places to protest, but it has to mean something. 
It most naturally means that we carefully reflect upon the teachings of Jesus and follow Him faithfully. We repent of 
those things not in alignment with Jesus’ teaching. And let the chips fall where they may. 
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 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. How should what we believe shape how we live? 

3. Are there any businesses or institutions in Stillwater that would be in danger of losing money and 
support if most people here were Christians?  

4. Why is it appropriate and biblical to focus on being faithful to Jesus more than protesting bad 
things? 

5. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life?  


